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Conflict Update # 160 

August 23rd, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 45,550 (+150) soldiers killed and 135,600 injured, 1,921 (+2) enemy tanks, 4,238 (+8) armored 

combat vehicles, 1,035 (+0) artillery systems, 266 (+0) RSCV systems, 146 (+1) air defense systems, 234 (+0) warplanes, 

198 (+0) helicopters, 817 (+2) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 190 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 

3,150 (+1) trucks and tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 99 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Russian government sources confirmed 
that Russian authorities are bringing Ukrainian 

children to Russia and having Russian families 

adopt them. The forcible transfer of children from 

one group to another “with intent to destroy, in 

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 

religious group” is a violation of the Convention 

on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 

of Genocide. 

Russian authorities are deploying security 

forces to Luhansk Oblast likely in response to 

waning support for the war and growing 

unwillingness to fight among Luhansk residents. 

This deployment diverts these forces from 

operations elsewhere in Ukraine, likely 

contributing to the broader Russian failure to 

translate limited tactical gains into operational 

successes. 

Russian officials may have conducted a 

false flag event in Donetsk City to justify attacks 

against Ukrainian government buildings on 

Ukrainian Independence Day. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground 
attacks northeast and south of Bakhmut, on the 

northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City, and 

southwest of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces made limited gains east of Mykolaiv City and in northwestern Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian military assets and ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in Kherson 

Oblast. 
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Russian federal subjects (regions) are continuing to increase one-time enlistment bonuses for recruits and are 

likely recruiting personnel with no prior military experience for specialist positions. 

Ukrainian partisan activity continues to disrupt Russian occupation activities. 

Subordinate main effort—southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 
Russian forces did not conduct any 

confirmed ground attacks between Izyum 

and Slovyansk on August 23. A Ukrainian 

volunteer claimed that Russian troops 

launched several attacks around Izyum on 

August 22 but did not specify exactly where 

these attacks occurred. The Ukrainian 

General Staff (UGS) additionally reported 

that Russian forces conducted airstrikes on 

Bohorodychne (20km northwest of 

Slovyansk) and continued shelling 

settlements near the Kharkiv-Donetsk 

Oblast border. 

Newly observed and geolocated footage of 

artillery exchanges between Ukrainian and 

Russian forces north of Slovyansk in the 

Sviatohirsk supports ISW’s previous 

assessment that Russian forces are likely 

occupying positions within the Sviaty Hory 

forest and have not yet crossed the 

Siverskyi Donets River around Pryshb and 

Tetyanivka.  

The footage shows Ukrainian troops 

striking Russian positions in densely 

forested areas about 22km north of 

Slovyansk and Russian forces striking 

Ukrainian positions in Pryshyb (17km north 

of Slovyansk), which reaffirms ISW’s 

assessment that Russian forces have been 

unable to conduct a contested river 

crossing of the Siverskyi Donets and advance on Slovyansk from its due north. Russian forces additionally shelled 

residential infrastructure in Slovyansk on the night of August 22 to 23. 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks toward Siversk on August 23. Siversk’s Civil Military 

Administration reiterated that the city remains under Ukrainian control but that Russian forces constantly conduct 

artillery strikes on Siversk and surrounding environs. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks to the northeast and south of Bakhmut on August 23. Russian troops, 

including elements of the Luhansk People’s Republic 6th Cossack Regiment, continued to fight in Soledar, about 10km 

northeast of Bakhmut.  
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Russian forces additionally continued attempts to advance on Bakhmut from the south, specifically from around 

Kodema and Zaitseve. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces have encircled Kodema 

(13km southeast of Bakhmut) from three sides and are advancing on Zaitseve (9km southeast of Bakhmut). 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks on the northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City on August 23. UGS reported 

that Russian troops attempted to break through Ukrainian defensive lines and advance towards Krasnohorivka, 

Pervomaiske, and Nevelske- which form a line 

along Donetsk City’s northwestern outskirts. The 

Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces are 

continuing to focus on the encirclement of 

Adviivka (north of Donetsk City) and are in control 

of 75% of Marinka, on the southwestern outskirts 

of Donestk City. Russian forces continued to fire 

on Ukrainian positions along the Avdiivka-Donetsk 

City-Marinka frontline. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks 

southwest of Donetsk City on August 23. UGS 

reported that Russian troops attempted to 

improve their tactical positions near 

Novomykhailivka and Zolota Nyva 25km and 

60km southwest of Donetsk City, respectively. 

Russian troops additionally continued offensive 

operations around Vuhledar, 45km southwest of 

Donetsk City. 

Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian 

forces did not conduct any confirmed ground 

assaults around Kharkiv City on August 23. UGS 

reported that Russian forces focused on 

maintaining current positions.  

The Derhachi City Council reported that Ukrainian 

forces attempted to break through Russian 

defensive lines near Dementiivka, west of 

Kozacha Lopan, and towards Velykii Prokhody and 

Tsupivka, all north of Kharkiv City, which may 

suggest that Ukrainian forces are continuing 

limited ground attacks to contest Russian-held 

lines in northern Kharkiv Oblast. Russian forces 

conducted airstrikes near Pytomnyk, 

Kostyantynivka, and Verkhnii Saltiv. Russian forces continued shelling Kharkiv City and settlements along the line of 

contact. 

Supporting effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian forces made limited territorial gains east of Mykolaiv City and in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces took control of Blahodatne (which the 

Russian MoD referred to as Komsomolske) about 45km due east of Mykolaiv City. The Russian MoD added that Russian 

forces have established a 12 square km zone of control around Blahodatne by advancing three kilometers into 
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Ukrainian defenses. Geolocated footage posted on August 22 also showed Russian forces reportedly firing TOS-1A 

thermobaric artillery systems at Ukrainian forces in the northern part of the settlement on an unspecified but likely 

recent date. 

UGS reported on August 22 that Russian 

forces had unspecified “partial” success in 

the direction of Blahodatne, and Russian 

forces likely advanced into the settlement. 

The Russian MoD also claimed control over 

Blahodativka, near the Ukrainian bridgehead 

over Inhulets River, and unspecified 

settlements in its vicinity. Geolocated 

footage showed Ukrainian forces striking a 

Russian BMD-2 airborne infantry fighting 

vehicle in Blahodativka, which indicates that 

the settlement is contested. The Russian 

MoD claimed that Russian forces advanced 

northwest of Oleksandrivka, approximately 

38km west of Kherson City, and reached the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast administrative 

border. ISW cannot independently verify this 

claim, for which the Russian MoD did not 

provide visual evidence. 

Ukrainian military officials claimed several 

strikes on Russian positions, ammunition 

depots, and ground lines of communication 

(GLOCs) in Kherson Oblast. The Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command reported 

that Ukrainian missile and artillery units 

destroyed the ammunition depot and 

command post of the Russian 247th 

Airborne Assault Regiment of the 7th Guards 

Air Assault Division in Chornobaivka 

northwest of Kherson City and struck the 

command post of the 331st Guards Airborne Regiment of the 98th Guards Airborne Division in Novovoskresenke just 

south of the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border.  

Elements of the 331st Regiment had previously operated near Hostomel, Kyiv Oblast, in February and March and 

suffered heavy losses. It is unclear how long elements of the 331st Regiment have been operating in Kherson Oblast. 

Elements of the 247th Regiment have been operating in Kherson Oblast since February 24, the first day of Russia’s full-

scale invasion of Ukraine. The Ukrainian Southern Command also confirmed Ukrainian strikes on the Antonivsky and 

Kakhovka bridges over the Dnipro River, and the destruction of a Russian ammunition depot in Kakhovka on August 22. 

Russian forces are attempting to repair damaged GLOCs across the Dnipro River, but Ukrainian forces will likely 

continue to strike Russian attempts to establish a river crossing. The UK Defense Ministry reported that Russian forces 

likely started to move barges into position to construct a substantial floating bridge over the Dnipro River immediately 

neat the Antonivsky road bridge between August 20 and August 21. ISW has previously reported that Russian forces 
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have been using barges to transport unknown equipment between August 17 and August 22. Advisor to the Kherson 

Oblast Administration Serhiy Khan also noted that Russian forces are building a ”weird construction” under the 

Antonivsky Bridge and assessed that Russian forces are constructing a pontoon bridge. Russian improvised attempts to 

improve GLOCs will remain vulnerable to Ukrainian HIMARS strikes. 

Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces continued to accumulate military equipment at the Zaporizhzhia 

Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) and are setting conditions to manipulate the public’s perception of the situation in 

Enerhodar. Ukrainian state energy enterprise Enerhodar reported that Russian forces deployed 40 pieces of military 

equipment to the ZNPP: 16 military vehicles at the first power unit; seven vehicles near the second power unit; 12 

vehicles under an overpass; and two armored personnel carriers and six special trucks in the ZNPP repair zone.  

The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that Russian forces have been deliberately 

targeting ash pits at the Zaporizhzhia Thermal Power Plant (ZTPP) about 5km east of ZNPP with mortars. The GUR 

stated that ZTPP produces dust-like waste in the ash pits, which contain toxic substances and a radiation level 1.5 times 

above normal levels. The GUR argued that by striking the ash pits, Russian forces can create a cloud of smoke with 

radioactive dust for which Russian forces can blame Ukraine. 

Russian forces continued to target Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts with missile and MLRS strikes on August 23. 

Dnipropetrovsk officials reported that Russian forces struck Dnipro City with unspecified missiles, fired Grad MLRS at 

Marhanets and Nikopol (across the Dnipro River from Enerhodar), and fired Uragan MLRS at Zelenodolsk. 

Russian-appointed officials in occupied Crimea claimed shooting down another drone in Sevastopol on August 22. 

Social media footage showed Russian air-defense systems striking an unspecified object in Sevastopol on August 22. 

Mobilization and force generation 

efforts - Russian federal subjects (regions) 

are continuing to increase one-time 

enlistment bonuses for recruits, likely due to 

a shortage of interested volunteers. Samara 

Oblast Governor Dmitry Azarov announced 

that recruits for the “Samara” Volunteer 

Battalion – part of the newly-forming 3rd 

Army Corps - will receive a bonus of 300,000 

rubles (about $4,980) instead of the 

originally-promised 200,000 rubles (about 

$3,320). 

Oryol Oblast officials also announced an 

additional payment of 100,000 rubles (about 

$1,660) to all Russians with a permanent 

address within or outside of Oryol Oblast 

ordered to serve in the 3rd Army Corps. ISW 

has previously reported that the republics of 

Buryatia and Tatarstan increased their one-

time enlistment bonuses by 100,000 rubles 

(about $1,660). Other Russian federal subjects are also likely increasing payments to generate more volunteers for the 

3rd Army Corps or for regional volunteer units. It is also unclear if the volunteer battalions in Buryatia and Tatarstan will 

join the 3rd Army Corps. 
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Russian federal subjects are forming specialized military units with likely volunteers without prior military experience. 

The Republic of Udmurt claimed to have recruited seven volunteers who are currently undergoing training in Tolyatti 

for the “Italmas” SPETSNAZ unit. Local military recruitment centers in Udmurt announced the recruitment for the 

”Italmas” unit on July 23 and did not specify previous military experience as a requirement. There was no information 

about the ”Italmas” unit prior to this July 23 announcement, suggesting that it is a new volunteer unit. Some local 

outlets claimed that the unit is recruiting reservists, while others noted that anyone interested in signing a military 

contract with the unit may do so at a local military recruitment center. The recruitment of only seven volunteers since 

late July further confirms that Russian federal subjects continue to face challenges in recruiting the planned number of 

volunteers. Tatarstan local outlets also reported that 21 recruits are undergoing combat coordination activities in 

Orenburg Oblast with the ”Alga” and ”Timer” volunteer battalions, despite previously claiming to have recruited over 

300 volunteers as of June 23. 

Activity in Russian-occupied areas - Ukrainian partisan activity continues to disrupt Russian occupation activities. 

Ukrainian partisans attempted to assassinate the Russian-appointed Kherson Oblast Deputy Head of the Internal Policy 

Department Igor Telegin with an improvised explosive device (IED) on August 23. Telegin reportedly survived the attack 

with minor injuries. Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) published a document reportedly giving guidance to 

Russian occupation forces to not accept food or medication from local Ukrainians due to fear of poisoning. The Russian 

Defense Ministry claimed on August 20 that Ukrainians poisoned Russian forces and occupation official Volodymyr 

Saldo, though these reports remain unconfirmed. 

Russian officials continue importing Russians into occupied territories to serve in occupation administrations likely due 

to a lack of trust in local Ukrainian collaborators. Ukraine’s Resistance Center reported that former officials in the 

Russian government now serve as occupation officials. The Resistance Center reported that two new former Russian 

officials now serve in the Zaporizhia Oblast occupation government and that Russians now hold almost all positions in 

the Russian occupation governments. The Resistance Center also reported that occupation authorities continue to 

import skilled workers, such as doctors, teachers, and utility workers, into occupied territories and that the Kremlin 

aims to import more Russians into occupied territories as a policy. ISW previously reported that occupation 

administrations face a widespread shortage of willing Ukrainian collaborators and issues trusting established Ukrainian 

collaborators. 

Russian occupation officials continue preparations to hold annexation referenda in occupied Ukraine. A Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) official indicated on August 23 that Luhansk residents now residing in Russia will still be eligible 

to vote in the annexation referendum, supporting ISW’s prior assessments that occupation authorities seek to 

accelerate preparations for annexation referenda. LNR Deputy Internal Minister Vitaly Kiselev announced that Luhansk 

Oblast residents who left Luhansk Oblast for Russia will be able to vote on the LNR referendum for Russian annexation. 

Kiselev claimed that voter turnout will be 100% and that 70% of voters will vote in favor of annexation. Kiselev claimed 

that the number of people in occupied territories who applied for Russian passports indicates a widespread desire to 

join Russia. 

Russian occupation officials are continuing efforts to establish Russian schools in occupied Ukraine. The GUR reported 

that Russian authorities attempted to reopen 43 educational facilities with Russian teachers and collaborators in 

occupied Ukraine. The GUR also reiterated prior reporting that occupation officials are threatening to fine Ukrainian 

parents who do not send Ukrainian children to the occupation-established schools. Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 

Head Denis Pushilin announced that DNR and Russia will cooperate to ensure children in occupied Donetsk Oblast have 

access to education and educational supplies. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available information, and draws 

extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite 
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imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided in the 

endnotes of each update. 

Russia loses another 'alligator' helicopter, UAVs in counterstrike - The Ukrainian Air Force says its anti-aircraft 

missile units have destroyed a second Russian Ka-52 

"Alligator" helicopter (seen to the right) in the span of five 

days in addition to multiple other aircraft. 

In what the Air Force Command of the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine described in a Facebook post as a "bombardment" of 

ten airstrikes on various Russian positions, seven unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs) of an operational-tactical level and two 

Kalibr cruise missiles were destroyed in addition to the 

Alligator. The attack mirrored one carried out by Ukrainian 

forces on August 16, involving the same amount of airstrikes 

that took out an Alligator and three unmanned Russian 

aircraft in the Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk regions. 

Russian spies allegedly stealing HIMARS plans caught behind Ukrainian lines - Ukraine captured two 

Russian spies who were allegedly collecting HIMARS plans as the war between the two countries continues, Ukrainian 

media reported. 

The Security Service of Ukraine (SSU) captured the individuals in the front-line areas of the Donetsk oblast, part of the 

separatist Donbas region, which Putin claimed he wanted to "liberate" through the invasion of Ukraine. They were 

allegedly stealing information that included coordinates of important Ukrainian personnel and equipment, including 

the location of the HIMARS, according to the Kyiv Post. 

Ukraine's defense efforts, in recent months, have been bolstered by M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 

(HIMARS), which have been supplied by Western countries including the United States. The rocket systems have a 

longer range and better precision than those previously used by Ukraine—and they have allowed Ukraine to go on the 

offensive. 

They also allegedly took data about the location and operation of local critical infrastructure facilities. Russia then used 

the intelligence gathered by the spies to shell water management facilities in Selidove, a town in eastern Ukraine, the 

Post reported. 

During an investigation, the SSU found computer equipment, flash drives and mobile phones that allegedly contained 

evidence of the stolen information, according to the Post. 

Embarrassing losses are making Russian forces very cautious in one of Putin's prized military outposts - 

A series of incidents over the past two weeks have rocked military outposts on the Russian-occupied Crimean 

Peninsula. 

On August 9, there were several large explosions at the Saky air base in western Crimea, about 130 miles south of the 

war's frontline. 

The airbase primarily hosted aviation forces of the Russian Black Sea Fleet, which is headquartered in nearby 

Sevastopol, and the explosions destroyed or severely damaged at least eight Russian aircraft. 

At the time, Russia claimed the explosions were caused by an accident. However, evidence suggests that they were the 

result of a Ukrainian attack. 
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On August 16, a Russian ammunition dump exploded in the village of Maiskoye near the city of Dzhankoi in northern 

Crimea. According to the British Defense Ministry, a nearby railway and electricity sub-station were also damaged. 

Dzhankoi is an important road and rail junction connecting Crimea to the rest of Ukraine. One of the peninsula's major 

airfields is also located close by. 

The same day, smoke was reportedly seen rising from Gvardeyskoye air base in central Crimea, another important 

military outpost. However, satellite imagery examined by defense outlet The War Zone indicated that there was no 

visible damage to the base or its aircraft or other signs of an attack. 

The incidents have led Russia to move at least 24 jets and 14 helicopters back to Russia or to bases deeper inside 

Crimea to protect them, according to the Ukrainian intelligence services. 

Moving those assets farther from the frontlines could make it harder for Russia to use them in support of its operations 

in Ukraine. 

Although the eight aircraft lost at Saky are a small number of the total Russia has committed to the conflict, their loss 

further degrades the capabilities of the Black Sea Fleet, which lost its flagship, Moskva, in April. 

The fleet's surface ships continue "to pursue an extremely defensive posture, with patrols generally limited to waters 

within sight of the Crimean coast," the British Defense Ministry said on August 16. 

Even though the fleet continues to conduct long-range missile attacks against Ukrainian targets, its "limited 

effectiveness undermines Russia's overall invasion strategy," partly because the "amphibious threat to Odessa has now 

been largely neutralized," allowing Ukraine to move its troops elsewhere, the ministry added. 

Ukrainian officials have expressed determination to retake the peninsula, and the recent incidents could signal Kyiv's 

increasing ability and desire to hit Russia in what Moscow believed was a safe haven. 

Washington appears increasingly supportive of Ukrainian attacks on Russians in Crimea. 

Russia planning attacks on Ukrainian government facilities, U.S. warns ahead of Independence Day - 

Ukraine said Russia bombed the Zaporizhzhya region, home to Europe's largest nuclear power plant, where recent 

fighting has triggered fears of a catastrophic nuclear incident, as the United States warned that Moscow was planning 

attacks on infrastructure and government facilities to coincide with Ukraine's Independence day. 

Ukraine's General Staff said on August 23 that Russian forces continued to rain rockets and artillery shells on Ukrainian 

cities, hitting Nikopol, Krivyi Rih and Synelnykovsky, all close to the Zaporizhzhya nuclear plant. 

Regional Governor Valentyn Reznichenko wrote on Telegram that at least four people were wounded in the attacks 

overnight. 

In separate statements, the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv and a U.S. official both warned of Russian plans to strike civilian and 

government infrastructure in the coming days. 

Impacts 

Ukraine warns Russia's biggest arms buyers against buying weapons that do 'not survive on the 

battlefield' - Ukraine urged Southeast Asian countries to reconsider their previously sizeable arms procurements from 

Russia, saying Moscow's poor performance on the battlefield served as a cautionary tale about the quality of its arms. 
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Ukraine Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba's comments came as he was responding to questions from This Week in Asia 

during a group interview with Asian journalists on Wednesday. Defence analysts said that countries were already 

diversifying their weapons imports in the aftermath of the Ukraine-Russia conflict. 

Russia is the world's second largest arms exporter after the US, but in Southeast Asia, Moscow is tops. In his remarks, 

Kuleba said the onus was on regional governments to avoid these imports on moral and practical grounds. 

His comments come two days after President Vladimir Putin said at an arms show outside Moscow that Russian 

weaponry was years ahead of its competition. 

"Those who consider buying Russian weapons should first learn from the experience of Ukraine's experience in 

destroying these weapons in big numbers," Kuleba said during the Zoom interview. 

"You don't want to spend hundreds of millions, if not billions, on something that looks very good in an exhibition… but 

does not survive on the battlefield," he said. 

Ex-Russian MP claims Russian partisans responsible for Moscow car bomb - A former member of Russia’s 

Duma who was expelled for anti-Kremlin activities has claimed that Russian partisans were allegedly behind a car bomb 

which blew up the daughter of one of Vladimir Putin’s close political allies on the outskirts of Moscow. 

Speaking in Kyiv, where he is based, Ilya Ponomarev alleged the explosion on Saturday evening was the work of the 

National Republican Army, which he claimed was an underground group working inside Russia and dedicated to 

overthrowing the Putin regime. 

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv is "urg[ing] U.S. citizens to depart Ukraine now using privately available ground 

transportation options if it is safe to do so," according to an alert posted Monday evening. That's because "The 

Department of State has information that Russia is stepping up efforts to launch strikes against Ukraine's civilian 

infrastructure and government facilities in the coming days," possibly in response to a flurry of recent explosions across 

occupied Crimea, or possibly because the Kremlin doesn't appear to have changed any of its initial goals with the 

invasion, which included "demilitarizing" and absorbing the entire country of Ukraine back into Russia's borders, as in 

the Soviet days. 

Learning from Ukraine, Army cyber schoolhouse focuses on electromagnetic spectrum - The Army Cyber 

Center of Excellence is already incorporating lessons learned from the Russian invasion of Ukraine into its schoolhouse 

curriculum, specifically when it comes to the electromagnetic spectrum, the center’s commander said today. 

Gen. Paul Stanton told reporters  during a media roundtable at the AFCEA TechNet Augusta conference that the service 

is learning a lot about electronic warfare, emissions control and what soldiers’ footprints look like in the 

electromagnetic spectrum from watching the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.  

“We’re watching both the Russian and Ukrainian ability to find each other on the battlefield using EMS, using electronic 

warfare,” Stanton said. “And we’re studying that pretty carefully to make sure that one, we know how to find our 

enemies and two, we know how not to be found when we don’t want to be.” 

Stanton’s comments follow those made recently by other Army officials. In May, Maj. Gen. Rob Collins, who was then 

the Army’s program executive officer for command, control, communications-tactical, said the invasion brought the 

service “back to the basic blocking and tackling of transmission security [and] communications security.” 

Winter is coming - Last week, many European nations shuddered after Russia's state-controlled gas monopoly 

Gazprom unexpectedly announced plans for a three-day shutdown of supplies via the Nord Stream pipeline. 
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Ostensibly, the cause was routine: for "servicing and maintenance." But it followed an earlier 10-day interruption, 

which slowed European customers' efforts to fill storage facilities ahead of next winter. And it added to mounting 

worries that the Kremlin indeed intended to use its dominant position as the main supplier of Europe's gas, and to a 

lesser degree oil, to punish the bloc for its support of Ukraine and its imposition of sanctions. 

Several European countries face potentially dire circumstances this winter. Germany is scrambling to reduce energy 

consumption across the country: asking public buildings to turn down their thermostats; public pools and gyms to turn 

off hot water; and even contemplating restarting its nuclear generating plants. 

"We have a very critical winter right in front of us," German Economy Minister Robert Habeck was quoted by 

Bloomberg as saying during a visit to Canada with Chancellor Olaf Scholz. "We must expect [Russian President Vladimir] 

Putin to further reduce gas." 

The European Union's executive body has urged EU member countries to prepare for a complete cutoff of Russian gas. 

Still, as some experts have pointed out, Russia is also dependent on Europe, to sell its gas and garner export revenues, 

something that is badly needed by the Kremlin, both to keep its economy from imploding while also funding the war. 

That could limit the willingness of Gazprom to order a full cutoff. 

"The Kremlin is aware that it has a limited window to leverage energy flows, particularly gas," Shagina said. "It cannot 

be entirely excluded that Gazprom will cut gas supplies to Europe, but it's more likely that the strategy will be to 

unnerve European countries by reducing gas flows on short notice." 

Macron calls Putin over fears Russia is weaponizing captured nuclear plant - France’s president, Emmanuel 

Macron, has said Russia may plan to decouple the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant from the Ukrainian power grid, backing up 

warnings from Ukraine’s own nuclear power firm. 

Macron spoke to the Russian president, Vladimir Putin, on Friday and said the call was necessary because of the urgent 

nuclear threat to Europe. Putin agreed to allow independent inspectors to go to the plant, Macron’s office said, and 

had “reconsidered” allowing the mission from the International Atomic Energy Agency to travel to the facility from 

Ukrainian territory. 

The Ukrainian nuclear firm Energoatom said on Friday that it feared that Russia plans to switch off the functioning 

power units at the Zaporizhzhia plant, which in normal times provides about one-fifth of Ukraine’s electricity. 

Stages 

There are stages in the NATO, UK and US response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine; 

Stage 1 – Awareness – US, UK and NATO became aware of Russia’s buildup of armaments and military resources 

around Ukrainian borders but did not believe an actual invasion would transpire. 

Stage 2 – Appreciation – they appreciated that Russia was going to invade but believed it would be restricted to the 

south east around the Donbas. US started circulating copies of incoming intelligence in support of this belief. Olympics 

were underway and it was thought that China would veto any Russian move before the games ended. 

Stage 3 – Realization – February 24th and Russia invades Ukraine from three fronts – south, east and north from 

Belarus. 

Stage 4 - Diplomacy – multiple diplomatic and UN statements and appeals made, but the US, UK and NATO were 

caught short and could not react or supply Ukraine, being totally unprepared. 
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Stage 5 – Coordination – the EU, UK and US bind together in unexpected unity against Russia. China signs off on their 

partnership with Russia. Non-NATO EU countries start discussing joining NATO. 

Stage 6 – Buildup – NATO, the UK and particularly the US engage in a massive buildup of arms and weapons systems 

across the EU and Alaska, transferring substantial military resources into countries bordering Ukraine, commencing 

supply into Ukraine of defensive weaponry to counter Russian advances. 

Stage 7 – Sanctions – countries around the globe, led by the US, UK and EU institute sanctions and trade restrictions 

against Russia and Belarus. Urgent discussions commence with China to thwart any support and resupply for Russia 

from the east. 

Stage 8 – Refugee crisis – massive movement of Ukrainians escaping the war zone and in panic pour across EU borders 

into surrounding countries. States start recognizing the crisis and implement legislation allowing immigration of 

Ukrainian citizens permanently fleeing their homes. 

Stage 9 – Defensive support – Ukrainian support pours into the EU and particularly Poland, with huge numbers of 

airlifts from the US and UK of defensive weapons such as anti-tank and anti-ship missiles. Intelligence support via 

satellite tracking commences and is passed on to Ukraine. 

Stage 10 – Rally – Ukraine rallies to its defense and stops Russian troops across the northern theater, forcing it to 

withdraw from this region and regroup to the east. The number of weapons in support of Ukraine’s defense increase 

dramatically, with round-the-clock supply coming in, again mainly via Poland. Russia re-states its war objectives to now 

focus on the Donbas and not Ukraine. 

Stage 11 – Realization 2 -  US, UK and NATO begin to realize that not only can they stop Russia, but also force it 

backwards. To facilitate this they start supplying weapons of defense nature, but that also have offensive 

characteristics, such as HIMARS and 155mm howitzers of varying type from EU armories.  

Ukraine needs to outgun its adversary and to do so requires artillery and missiles capable of reaching Russian supply 

routes well behind front lines. Weapons, some capable of reaching 200 miles, begin to pour into Ukraine. The US and 

UK begin training Ukrainian operators in the US and UK. 

Stage 12 – Turnaround – Ukraine starts to not only counter Russian advances but also defeat them in various theaters. 

It is realized that Russian arms and technology are both lacking in effectiveness and are fast running out.  

Ukraine converts to pinpoint striking of Russian supply lines, fuel depots and command centers with newly-received 

HIMARS and howitzers. Russia loses massive numbers of troops and equipment and is reduced to using Black Sea fleet 

and Russia-based anti-aircraft and cruise missiles against Ukrainian ground targets, with fast depleting stocks of 

conventional ground assault weapons slowing then halting their offensive capability.  

Stage 13 – Realization 3 – Allies realize that Russia is tottering in the field and accelerate supplies of longer-range 

artillery. US demands Ukraine warrant that these weapons will not be used for strikes into Russia itself. 

Stage 14 – Counterattack – Ukraine switches to attack, particularly in the Kherson Oblast, targeting communication and 

supply lines from Crimea and Russia into the region. Bridges into Kherson are severely damaged and attacks on Russian 

bases in Crimea commence. Russia redirects troops from Kharkiv and other eastern areas to Kherson but are restricted 

to grouping areas south of the Dnipro River.  

Ukraine identifies and destroys the Wagner Group HQ in south eastern Donbas where a meeting is being held, killing 

over 100 of their top commanders. By now more than 200 senior Russian officers and generals and over 43,000 soldiers 

have been killed in the battle since February. 
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A mass Crimean evacuation by Russian holidaymakers and citizens commences. The Kremlin steps in to stop the exodus 

fearing “bad” news reaching Russia proper from evacuees. 

Mysterious blasts and explosions spring up around and inside Russia with arms depots, airfields and fuel dumps 

destroyed. 

Ukraine now controls conflict direction with Russia second-guessing Ukrainian strategy and tactics. 

Stage 15 Looming – Ukraine has stopped Russia’s invasion, albeit with the latter continuing to send missiles from 

offshore launchers into civilian areas. With the December winter approaching, the US, UK and NATO start sending in 

increasing numbers of offensive-capable weaponry in order to knock Russia out of the south western region of Ukraine 

– before cold weather makes progress extremely difficult. 

Wait for further stage updates. 

China 

China’s growing water crisis, a Chinese drought would be a global catastrophe - China is on the brink of a 

water catastrophe. A multiyear drought could push the country into an outright water crisis. Such an outcome would 

not only have a significant effect on China’s grain and electricity production; it could also induce global food and 

industrial materials shortages on a far greater scale than those wrought by the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in 

Ukraine. Given the country’s overriding importance to the global economy, potential water-driven disruptions 

beginning in China would rapidly reverberate through food, energy, and materials markets around the world and create 

economic and political turbulence for years to come., and political turbulence for years to come. 

Unlike other commodities, water does not have any viable substitutes. It is essential for growing food, generating 

energy, and sustaining humanity. For China, water has also been crucial to the country’s rapid development: currently, 

China consumes ten billion barrels of water per day—about 700 times its daily oil consumption. Four decades of 

explosive economic growth, combined with food security policies that aim at national self-sufficiency, have pushed 

northern China’s water system beyond a sustainable level, and they threaten to do the same in parts of southern China 

as well. As of 2020, the per capita available water supply around the North China Plain was 253 cubic meters or nearly 

50 percent below the UN definition of acute water scarcity. Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, and other major cities are at 

similar—or lower—levels. So scarce are Hong Kong’s freshwater resources that the city has for decades used seawater 

to flush toilets. For reference, as of 2019, even severely water-stressed Egypt had per capita freshwater resources of 

570 cubic meters per capita, and it does not have to support a large manufacturing base like China’s. 

The over pumping of aquifers under the Northern China Plain is a core driver of China’s looming water crisis. According 

to data from NASA GRACE satellites, the North China Plain’s groundwater reserves are even more overdrawn than 

those of the Ogallala Aquifer under the Great Plains of the United States, one of the world’s most imperiled critical 

agricultural water sources. These data further suggest that the most populous portion of China north of the Yangtze 

River—an area from eastern Sichuan to southern Jilin that is home to more than a billion people—has for much of the 

past 15 years seen steady declines in the amount of water in the region’s lakes, rivers, and aquifers. 

China’s leadership is keenly aware that famines precipitated by drought helped topple at least five of China’s 17 

dynasties. Thus, for centuries, the country’s leaders have emphasized maximizing grain production to ensure food 

security, a policy that the CCP’s development agenda has continued. The policy has become especially important since 

the early years of the twenty-first century as strategic competition between China and the United States intensifies. For 

the past 20 years, Chinese government policy has offered incentives to farmers to maximize production of corn, rice, 

and wheat to achieve “self-sufficiency” levels (production levels determined as a percentage of consumption) that 

generally exceed 90 percent. Groundwater extraction played an outsize role in this achievement and transformed the 
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dry North China Plain into the country’s breadbasket. Farms on the North China Plain produce approximately 60 

percent of China’s wheat, 45 percent of its corn, 35 percent of its cotton, and 64 percent of its peanuts. The region’s 

production of more than 80 million tons of wheat is on par with Russia’s annual output, and its nearly 125 million tons 

of corn is almost three times Ukraine’s prewar production. 

But to sustain these harvests, farms and cities are pumping water far faster than nature can replenish it. Satellite data 

suggest that each year between 2003 and 2010, North China lost an amount of groundwater equal to more than twice 

what Beijing consumes annually. As groundwater levels fall, many farmers are struggling to find new sources. Some are 

digging larger, deeper wells, often at great cost; but continual overdraws may render water physically inaccessible 

regardless of pumpers’ willingness to spend on deeper wells and new pumping technology. 

Although China has stockpiled the world’s largest grain reserves, the country is not immune to a multiyear yield 

shortfall. This would likely force China’s food traders, including large state-owned enterprises such as COFCO and 

Sinograin, into global markets on an emergency basis to secure additional supplies. This in turn could trigger food price 

spikes in high-income countries, while rendering key food items economically inaccessible to hundreds of millions of 

people in poorer countries. The impacts of this water-driven food shortage could be far worse than the food-related 

unrest that swept across lower- and middle-income countries in 2007 and 2008 and would drive migration and 

exacerbate political polarization already present in Europe and the United States. 

China’s water problems go well beyond its agricultural sector. China’s energy sector—the world’s largest—also faces 

significant water risks. Despite major investments in renewable energy, nearly 90 percent of China’s electricity supply 

still requires extensive water resources, particularly hydro, coal, and even nuclear generation, which needs large and 

steady water supplies for steam condensers and to cool reactor cores and used fuel rods. (It is worth noting that all 

Chinese power reactors currently operating or under active construction are sited near the coast and can use seawater 

for cooling.) 

Managing the cascading effects of a shortfall from any given power source is daunting. If China lost 15 percent of its 

hydropower production in a year because of low water levels behind dams—a plausible scenario based on real-world 

experiences in Brazil—it would have to increase electricity output by an amount equal to what Egypt generates in a 

year. In China’s energy system, only coal-fired plants could potentially boost output by hundreds of terawatt-hours on 

short notice. 

China’s power shortfalls would directly affect global supply chains, as industrial facilities account for over 65 percent of 

electricity use in China. To minimize the immediate human impact of broad, uncontrolled blackouts, party officials 

would likely have to shut down industrial facilities to ease the grid load—as they did during power shortfalls in 2021. 

As former British diplomat and China expert Charlie Parton noted in 2018: “China can print money, but it cannot print 

water.” China’s potential way out of this predicament is bounded by harsh economic, physical, and political realities. 

Perhaps the most dramatic and comprehensive reform would be to encourage efficiency by making water more 

expensive. But this will not be easy, as China’s input-intensive heavy industrial base and its rural farmers are 

accustomed to cheap water. Although agriculture accounts for over 60 percent of China’s water consumption, the vast 

majority of farms are under three acres. Small and midsize farms operating on thin margins may not be able to afford 

water-saving equipment such as drip irrigation. Moreover, consolidation of farm holdings is politically sensitive and 

would likely still prove insufficient; the default response of northern Chinese farmers faced with declining water tables 

has been to simply dig deeper wells and install more powerful pumps—responses that would only accelerate a crisis. 

Parts of Yangtze River in China dry up amid drought, causing hydropower shortage - The ongoing drought 

in China has caused parts of the Yangtze River to dry up, leading to hydropower shortages along with shipping and 
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industry disruptions. The drought, which has triggered national alerts, is accompanied by a long heat wave in 

southwestern China that is expected to last into September. 

Sichuan, a southwestern province of China, receives the vast majority of its energy from hydropower, The Guardian 

reported. With parts of the Yangtze River running dry, it has left the province short on meeting energy demands. 

Downriver, Chongqing city and the Hubei province are also facing hydropower shortages due to the drought. 

The country is rationing energy in response, with 

shopping malls and other businesses in Chongqing 

required to reduce their open hours to reduce 

energy demand. Sichuan has also limited and even 

completely suspended power to factories, 

including Toyota and Tesla, and restricted public 

energy supply over the past two weeks, with 

operations still under suspension. 

The Yangtze River is the longest river in Asia and 

the third-largest river in the world, supplying 

drinking water to more than 400 million people in 

China and serving as an important global shipping hub. But this summer’s heat and drought has led many parts of the 

river and its tributaries to dry up and water flow to decrease. 

Peace talks 

Zelenskyy vows to get Crimea back under Ukraine's control - Ukrainian President Zelenskyy has vowed that 

Ukraine will recapture its annexed peninsula of Crimea from Russia by any means it considered right, emphasizing that 

Kyiv would not consult other countries before doing so. 

"Crimea was and is Ukraine,” Zelenskiy said on August 23 during the Crimea Platform, an annual forum organized by 

Kyiv to ensure Russia's forceful annexation of the peninsula and its repression of citizens living there remains in the 

global spotlight. 

Leaders of dozens of countries and international organizations took part in the one-day event, mostly via video links 

due to the ongoing Russian invasion. 

Zelenskiy told the conference that Moscow's rule has brought environmental damage, economic decline, social 

repression, and militarism to Crimea and the Black Sea region. 

Russia took control of Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 following the overthrow of Kremlin-leaning President Viktor 

Yanukovych a month earlier. Moscow sought to legitimize its annexation with a staged referendum dismissed as illegal 

by at least 100 countries. 

Ukrainian grain deal 'lays groundwork for permanent peace environment,' says Turkey - Some 27 ships 

loaded with grain have left Ukraine's Black Sea ports since August 1 under an export deal brokered by the United 

Nations and Turkey, which has laid "the groundwork for a permanent peace environment," Turkey's Defense Minister 

said in a speech on Saturday. 

"Since August 1, a total of 53 vessels have sailed for grain shipments, 27 of which have departed from Ukrainian ports," 

Hulusi Akar said at Istanbul's Joint Coordination Center (JCC) alongside United Nations Secretary General Antonio 

Guterres. 
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The center is made up of Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and UN officials overseeing the Black Sea exports of Ukrainian 

grain and fertilizer. 

Guterres, who had earlier inspected the vessel SSI Invincible II Saturday before it sailed to the Ukrainian port of 

Chornomorsk, said more than 650,000 metric tons of grain and other food "are already on their way to markets around 

the world." 

Containment 

U.S. to announce $3 billion in new military aid to Ukraine - The US is expected to announce a new security 

assistance package for Ukraine totaling about $3 billion as it tries to beat back invading Russian forces. 

President Biden's administration could make the announcement as early as August 24 to coincide with Ukraine's 

Independence Day, a US official told media. 

The tranche would be the single largest aid package to Ukraine since Russia launched its unprovoked invasion six 

months ago. 

US military aid, including the transfer of multiple rocket launchers and howitzers, has played a major role in helping 

Ukraine grind down Russia’s larger and better-equipped forces on the eastern front. 

The US official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, did not disclose what weapons would be transferred to Ukraine 

under the latest tranche. 

The US has provided $10.6 billion in military assistance to President Volodymyr Zelenskiy's government since Feb. 24. 

Separately, Germany said on the same day that it will soon ship more than 500 million euros' ($499.3 million) worth of 

weapons to Ukraine. 

HARM missiles to Ukraine - The US confirmed it has sent 

Ukraine HARM anti-radiation missiles to target Russian radar sites, 

and also announced another major round of security assistance 

Friday. The missiles had not been previously identified, but Ukraine 

has successfully installed the weapon on its Soviet-made MiG 

fighter jets. "When we first announced the initial provision of 

HARM missiles, the way that we characterized it in the 

announcement was not specific. We described that we were 

providing a counter-radar capability … we do want to be careful 

about how we talk publicly about capabilities that will give Ukraine 

a significant asymmetric and unexpected advantage," a senior 

defense official told reporters Friday. 

Sensing Russian stall, US rushing arms to help retake Ukrainian territory - Sensing Russia’s momentum has 

completely stalled, the United States is rushing into Ukraine advanced missiles, armored vehicles, and artillery to help 

Kyiv’s counteroffensive to retake territory, according to a senior defense official.  

There’s “a complete and total lack of progress” by the Russians now, said the official, who briefed Pentagon reporters 

on Friday.  
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The latest weapons package includes additional HIMARS rockets, 16 105mm Howitzer artillery systems, ScanEagle 

surveillance drones, anti-mine MRAP vehicles, Javelin anti-tank missiles, and more. It follows a $1 billion arms package 

announced last week and brings the total aid to Ukraine provided by the Biden administration to $10.7 billion.  

“We have seen Ukraine employing HIMARS masterfully on the battlefield,” the official said. “This long-range fire 

capability has really changed the dynamic on the battlefield. We want to make sure that Ukraine has a steady stream of 

ammunition to meet its needs.” 

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the deal has not been formally announced, said the 

ScanEagle drones would help the Ukrainian military target Russian forces. 

In sign of support, US bombers fly over Dubrovnik, Balkans - A pair of U.S. Air Force B52 strategic bombers 

yesterday flew low over the Croatian resort of Dubrovnik and three other NATO-member states in the region as a sign 

of support amid the Russian aggression in Ukraine. 

In addition to the walled Croatian tourist resort of Dubrovnik, the aircraft flew over the government headquarters in 

Skopje, North Macedonia, the downtown Skanderbeg Square in the Albanian capital, Tirana, and up the Adriatic coast 

of Montenegro. 

The Balkans and the Adriatic Sea have lately seen increased military, intelligence and propaganda activity by Moscow, 

which considers the region of its strategic interest because of its access to the Mediterranean. 

“The purpose of each flyover is to demonstrate U.S. commitment and assurance to NATO allies and partners located in 

southeastern Europe,” the U.S. Air Force said in a statement. “Additionally, this will provide citizens an opportunity to 

take photos, videos, and enjoy the aircraft flying overhead.” 

North Macedonia’s Army Chief of Stuff, Lt. Colonel Jovan Azmanovski, told TV broadcaster Kanal 5 that the bombers’ 

flights were symbolic proof that “our skies are safe.” 

“People in North Macedonia were able to see a flights of USAF B52 two strategic bombers over Skopje, which 

demonstrate our NATO membership and the safety and security of our and skies of entire alliance. Our skies are safe 

and our (NATO) membership is more than visible,” Azmanovski said. 

In Tirana, Albanian Army Chief of Staff Arben Kingji said “we are witnessing a strategic military demonstration.” 

“Our strategic partners are hand to hand with us, it’s a message of unity,” he said at the square where people gathered. 

The two B-52 Stratofortress aircraft are currently operating out of RAF Fairford, United Kingdom. 

Turkey sends 50 mine-resistant vehicles to Ukraine, with more expected - The Turkish government has 

delivered 50 used mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicles to the Ukrainian military, government and 

industry sources told Defense News. 

The delivery of the Kirpi vehicles was the result of a government 

agreement, rather than a deal between Ukraine and BMC, which makes 

the Kirpi, according to a government official. 

The Kirpi 1 is a heavy armored troop carrier. Its design work took off in 

2008, with the first prototype available in 2009. The Turkish government 

signed a contract with BMC for the procurement of 614 Kirpi 1 vehicles, and 

the Land Forces have already used the vehicle type in the field. More than 1,500 Kirpi vehicles 

have been sold, with more than 200 to foreign customers. 
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Sanctions 

Canada slaps more sanctions on Russia, including regional heads, over Ukraine - Canada has imposed 

sanctions on 62 more Russian citizens and one defense company over Moscow’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of 

Ukraine. 

Governors of Russia's 27 regions and members of their families, as well as top managers of Avtomatika, part of state-

controlled conglomerate Rostekh, which deals with defense and high-tech industries, are affected by the new 

sanctions, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on August 23 during the Summit for Heads of State and Government of 

the International Crimea Platform. 

IMAX Bans Use Of Its Cinema Equipment In Russia - IMAX, which left the Russian market in early June over 

Moscow’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, says it has now banned the use of its equipment in Russia. 

Aleksei Vasyasin, director-general of Russia's united Cinema Park and Cinema Formula network, told the RBK media 

group on August 23 that theaters across the country have been banned from using IMAX technology and equipment 

without the company’s permission. 

He added that Russian cinema networks are eligible to sue IMAX over the move if it fails to return to the Russian 

market by the end of the year. 

Geopolitical 

Entrepreneur may sell strategic Pacific Islands to Chinese interests - A private Australian businessman is 

preparing to sell a chain of 21 coral atolls located some 500 nm to the northeast of Cairns, Australia - to Chinese 

interests.  

Ian Gowrie-Smith, a retired entrepreneur who had a hand in oil, gas, mining and pharmaceutical ventures over the 

decades, is the owner of the Conflict Islands in Papua New Guinea. Located between the Solomon Sea and the Coral 

Sea, the small island chain is home to 30 permanent inhabitants, a turtle conservation program, a small resort, and 

enough land for a 3,000-meter strategic runway.  

Gowrie-Smith confirmed to Australia's 9 

Now that his agents are in conversation 

with Chinese buyers about a potential 

sale for about US$25 million, and he has 

offered to negotiate with the Australian 

government about selling at a discount, 

given the potential national security 

implications of a Chinese facility next to 

Australia's northwestern shipping lanes. 

Australian politicians have recently 

expressed serious concerns about China's 

new security deal with the government of 

the Solomon Islands, which could include 

basing arrangements for Chinese security forces. The Conflict Islands are even closer, by about 300 nm, and Gowrie-

Smith expressed curiosity about why the Australian government wasn't interested in making a deal that would put the 

islands in Australian hands. 
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Any Chinese presence in the Conflict 

Islands would be subject to the 

governance of Papua New Guinea; China 

is New Guinea's biggest customer for 

natural resource exports, and the two 

nations have recently entered discussions 

about a free trade deal.  

China has a history of building island 

military bases on coral atolls in the South 

China Sea, constructing them first as civil 

facilities before deploying air defense and 

anti-ship missile systems. The PLA Navy is 

also believed to be pursuing a basing 

agreement at Cambodia's Ream Naval Base, once the site of American military aid investment. Beijing's ambitions 

extend to the strategic islands of the South Pacific: in June, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi conducted a grand tour of 

the Solomon Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste to press a joint "marine 

spatial plan." If accepted, the plan would have given China a greater role in regional maritime affairs - but it was turned 

down. 

Crimean war: how it reshaped geopolitics, up to the present 

The Ottoman Empire is facing eradication. Tsar Nicholas I of Russia is moving in to give the final blow. But France and 

Britain intervene, thus beginning the Crimean War. 

The rivalry between Russia and the Turkic Peoples goes back to the early Middle Ages when the Kievan Rus’ fought 

numerous conflicts with neighboring Khanates. The continuous fighting of Russians and Turks would shape the modern 

map of the Caucasus and Central Asia. As both peoples formed various states, their rivalry reached nearly a permanent 

state of war in the 18th century. The Ottoman Empire’s expansion came to a brutal halt in the late 16th century. 

Meanwhile, Russia progressively swallowed large parts of Turkish territory. 

By the mid-19th century, the collapse of the Ottoman Empire became only a matter of time. Russia seemed to be all-

powerful in Eastern and Southeastern Europe. By the 1850s, Tsar Nicholas I was aiming to give the killing blow to the 

Sultan. But the fall of the Ottomans by Russian hands would mean total dominion of Saint Petersburg over the Eastern 

Mediterranean, which was unacceptable for most European Powers. 

When Russia declared war on Constantinople, France and Great Britain took the side of the Sultan and intervened in 

what would be remembered as the Crimean War. This conflict would be the first major disruption of the Congress of 

Vienna established in 1815 and would change the geopolitical alliances on the European Continent forever. 

The Ottoman Empire steadily weakened during the first half of the 19th century. The Serbian Uprising of 1804 saw the 

emergence of the first autonomous Christian State in the Balkans since the 16th century. Defeat against Russia in 1812 

led to significant territorial loss in Romania, and the Greek Rebellion allowed the Kingdom of Greece to gain 

independence in 1829. 

Additionally, the Ottomans had to sign the Treaty of Adrianople with Russia, which allowed the latter free access to the 

Mediterranean through the Black Sea Straits. In North Africa, France successfully occupied the Beylik of Algiers, 

establishing the Colony of Algeria. Moreover, Egypt, Tunisia, and Tripolitania became independent in all but name, 

establishing direct liaisons with European Powers despite being nominally under Constantinople’s rule. 
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On the other side, Russia enjoyed unprecedented prestige in Europe. The Eastern Empire was considered one of the 

main powers that countered Napoleonic France, due notably to the decimation of French armies in the Campaign of 

1812. Additionally, the Tsar was a member of the Holy Alliance, which aimed to curb the revolutionary fever on the 

continent. Russian prestige was solidified during the Springtime of the Peoples in 1848-1849 when Tsar Nicholas I 

successfully stopped Austrian dissolution and defeated various nationalist factions in the Habsburg Empire. 

Saint Petersburg barely hid its intention of expanding into the Ottoman lands. For France and Great Britain, such a 

prospect was considered extremely dangerous. London feared Russian expansion into British-held India. Meanwhile, 

France wanted to further develop its influence in Egypt. In addition, both nations desired to expand into the Middle 

East, which would become nearly impossible in case of Russian success. 

A clear collision course was set for a major conflict in the East that would be remembered as the Crimean War, which 

would reshape European geopolitics. 

Following the victory in the war for Greek Independence in 1829, the Russian Empire established itself as the sole 

defender of Christians living in Ottoman territory. This claim was challenged by France in 1851, which was ruled by 

President and future Emperor Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte. The latter tried to convince Sultan Abdulmejid I to give 

France the responsibility of protecting Christians. Following Constantinople’s refusal, the French president ordered the 

deployment of the line ship Charlemagne to the Black Sea as a show of force in 1852. 

Finding himself under military pressure, the Sultan agreed to the French terms and broke the agreement made with 

Russia. Tsar Nicholas I ordered the mobilization of two military corps all along the Danube in Wallachia while 

entertaining talks with Constantinople. It was the beginning of a back-and-forth diplomatic joust. 

Russia demanded that Abdulmejid I allow Saint Petersburg to establish a protectorate over the 12 million Christians 

living in his territory. At the same time, Russian diplomats courted Britain in the hopes of gaining their support or 

neutrality in case the talks failed. To that end, the Tsar’s negotiators invoked the close links tying Russia to the 

Christians of Greece and the Middle East, who were in most cases Orthodox, and thus, closer to the Russian Church. 

London, however, chose the side of the Sultan, who then rejected the Russian demands in February 1853. Tsar Nicholas 

I ordered an invasion through the Danube while French and British navies mobilized their forces. Counting on the 

support of Austria, Saint Petersburg confidently prepared itself for the Crimean War. 

Russia formally declared war on the Ottoman Empire on October 16th, 1853. Russian armies crossed the Danube while 

the Black Sea Fleet started causing severe damage to Turkish naval infrastructures. The Russian Fleet won the first 

formal battle of the war in Sinop on November 30th. 

Despite the beginning of hostilities, European powers still attempted to find a diplomatic solution to the conflict. 

France, Great Britain, Austria, and Prussia organized the Vienna Conference, during which representatives of the four 

nations created a note to be sent to Tsar Nicholas I and Sultan Abdulmejid I with potential peace terms. By late 

December, the proposals were met with approval by the Tsar but were rejected by the Sultan. The neutral powers 

modified the proposals to meet Constantinople’s approval, but all of the amendments were firmly rejected by Russia. 

The contents of both notes is not known to us to this day. 

By March 1854, Russian armies occupied South Danubian Principalities. France and Britain sent a joint ultimatum to 

Saint Petersburg, urging the Tsar to retreat. The envoys were ignored. 

On March 28th, 1854, the United Kingdom and France jointly declared war on the Russian Empire. The time of 

diplomacy was over; all the actors were in play for the Crimean War. 
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In order to counter potential Russian domination on the Black Sea, French and British commands immediately planned 

the occupation of the Dardanelles. In the meantime, on the Danube’s Front, a new player threatened to enter the 

Crimean War: Austria-Hungary. 

Despite the strong alliance that tied Vienna to Saint Petersburg, Austria feared potential consequences of Russian 

dominance in the Balkans. Starting May 1854, Kaiser Franz-Joseph ordered a general mobilization of troops at the 

Danube, threatening to outflank the Tsar’s army in the region. 

French and British troops arrived in June and immediately started harassing Russian divisions. In early July, Tsar 

Nicholas I was forced to abandon the Siege of Vidin in Bulgaria and was pushed out of Giurgiu in Romania. In addition, 

the threat of an Austrian offensive from behind the Russian lines forced Saint Petersburg to retreat from the Danube on 

July 26th, 1854. The allies attempted unsuccessfully to cut off the retreat. From that point onward, Austria occupied 

the Danube as a peace-keeping force while remaining neutral in the conflict. 

Allied forces began operations in the Black Sea in April 1854 with the bombardment of the ports of Odessa and 

Sevastopol. The Russians chose not to directly engage the enemy, adopting the “fleet in being” tactic, which consists of 

keeping the fleets mostly anchored at a port to avoid needless and guaranteed damage. No major battle took place, 

and the French and British gained control of the Black Sea without major losses. 

The Russian evacuation of Moldavia and Wallachia should have ended the Crimean War. However, war fever in France 

and Great Britain was still high among the public. The government of the two allies thus chose to continue the conflict 

and pursue the Tsar’s armies into Russia’s mainland. 

In September 1854, 360 ships sailed from the Bulgarian city of Varna to the Crimean Peninsula. On the 13th, allied 

troops disembarked in Eupatoria and occupied the town. By the next day, the remainder of the troops landed 

completely unopposed on different points of the peninsula. Russians were surprised by this turn of event, as incorrect 

intelligence informed Saint Petersburg that the main invading force would disembark in Katcha, in the vicinity of 

Sevastopol. 

Allied forces in Eupatoria started marching on Sevastopol on September 18th. Two days later, they were confronted by 

a Russian army led by Alexander Menshikov during the Battle of the Alma, north of the city. The Tsar’s troops lost the 

day but managed to inflict 3,300 casualties on the enemy while retreating in good order to the south. 

The heavy toll on allied forces was blamed on various military errors and even a certain willing self-sabotage, as 

political objectives contradicted military goals. From that point onward, it would become more and more evident that 

French and British military leadership wanted to disengage from the war as the geopolitical objectives of the war had 

already been reached and none of the European Powers wanted to continue antagonizing Saint Petersburg. However, 

Tsar Nicholas I’s insistence on offering heavy resistance in Crimea and public pressure on Napoleon III and Westminster 

left little room for possible negotiations without a total allied victory. 

With none of the belligerents willing to make peace, soldiers on both sides prepared for a long and difficult conflict in 

the Crimean Peninsula. Allied troops suffered greatly from cholera outbreaks that slowed their advance, while Russian 

forces were progressively cut off from the rest of the country. 

In an attempt to break Nicolas I’s will to fight, the allies started marching on Sevastopol. The town was the home of the 

Russian Black Sea Fleet and thus an important strategic point. The city was massively garrisoned, and its commanders 

managed to organize sorties which were successful in halting the invading forces. 

These sorties led to the Battles of Balaclava and Inkerman, which ended in a strategic disaster for both sides. The allies 

lost important equipment and had to halt their march on Sevastopol. Meanwhile, the Russians lost the manpower to 

stage any further offensives and were forced to prepare for a long siege. 
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By mid-October 1854, thanks to the arrival of much-needed reinforcements, equipment, and medical aid, allied forces 

began surrounding Sevastopol. A long siege ensued. The Russians were well-prepared and continuously repealed 

enemy assaults. In the meantime, the town’s port was made impregnable from the sea, thanks to the redeployment of 

Russian marines as land forces and the burning of some large vessels. 

At the beginning of the siege, the allies did not attempt to break into the city, choosing instead to bombard the town 

with artillery pieces. The Russians responded in kind, and a bloody stalemate ensued. From October 1854 to May 1855, 

no major attempt to break out from the city or to occupy it was made. 

In order to stop Russian reinforcements from reaching Sevastopol, allies attempted to open other fronts as soon as late 

1854. British and French warships engaged in military operations in the Baltic in order to reach Saint Petersburg 

directly, while some troops unsuccessfully attempted to occupy the Kamchatka Peninsula in the Pacific. Allies also 

attempted to occupy main Russian ports on the Sea of Azov but could not disembark despite total sea supremacy, 

notably due to the infamous Cossack cavalry. 

In March 1855, Tsar Nicholas I died from pneumonia. His son, Alexander II, rose to the throne and prepared for a series 

of major counter-maneuvers. On the allied side, the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia in Italy joined the war. In May 1855, 

more than 10,000 fresh troops were sent to Sevastopol, and the siege took a more active turn. 

French, British, Turkish, and Piedmontese soldiers inflicted severe defeats on the Russians in the battles of Chernaya 

and Malakoff. In September 1855, the Tsar’s army finally abandoned the city, leaving it exhausted. 

From that point onward, Western powers progressively limited their operations in Russia. In the meantime, the latter 

launched a successful campaign against the Ottomans in the Caucasus, without any major involvement from the allied 

powers. The Crimean War was at its end. 

Starting February 1856, peace negotiations began in Paris and brought up major changes in the European map of 

alliances. 

Following the loss of Sevastopol, Russia had no other choice but to sue for peace. Support for the Crimean War in 

Britain strongly diminished, especially due to the severe and unexpected casualties. On the French side, Napoleon III 

opted for an end to the war to avoid further antagonizing Russia, whom the Emperor wanted to turn into an ally. 

The Conference of Paris was held from February to March 1856. Russia signed a peace treaty by which it restored all 

conquered territories to the Ottomans in the Caucasus and retreated from Bessarabia. Additionally, Saint Petersburg 

and Constantinople agreed to demilitarize the Black Sea, and the Sultan was allowed into the European Concert as the 

head of a fully independent nation. 

Comment 1 – Bessarabia is today called Moldova, subject to Russian interest through its soldiers in the breakaway 

eastern Moldovan province of Transnistria. 

In comparison to the military defeats sustained by Russia, these conditions seemed very light, despite the opposition of 

Britain and Austria. Colonial agreements made between London and Paris would placate the first, while the latter 

ended being isolated at the negotiation table. 

Vienna was a geostrategic foe to France, as both nations competed for influence in Germany. By showing leniency to 

Russia, Napoleon gained the sympathy of the Tsar, and Austria, which remained neutral in the conflict despite its 

alliance with Russia, found itself alone, surrounded by two major powers and a rising Prussia to the north. 

This treaty completely changed the alliances on the continent. France and Russia would keep on building friendly 

relations until the establishment of a military alliance in 1894. Austria, however, faced continuous internal turmoil, 
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which pushed it into the Dual Alliance with a unified Germany in 1879. The latter would be the senior partner of the 

Dual Alliance, easily aligning Vienna with its own geopolitical agenda until 1918. 

Comment – The Dual Alliance between Austria and Germany, signed in 1879, was the trigger catapulting Germany into 

WWI alongside Austria after Archduke Ferdinand II was assassinated in Sarajevo.  

Comment 2 – During the Crimean War Queen Victoria ruled England. German was the Queen’s home language, having 

both a German mother and governess. She was frequently overheard speaking German to Prince Albert, her husband 

and descended from Bavarian Royalty. 

Victoria’s two grandsons, King George V of England, and Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, and her grandson-in-law Tsar 

Nicholas II of Russia, (husband of Victoria’s granddaughter, Alexandra), went on to fight one another in WWI – arising 

as it did out of historical actions and events as outline in the article above. 

Comment 3 – Tsar, Kaiser and Caesar are all one and the same, albeit in different languages.  

Comment 4 – Queen Victoria was a member of the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, too German sounding in WWI, so the 

name was changed to Windsor in 1917, becoming the House of Windsor, in place in England to this day. 

Comment 5 – Also in Victoria’s European royal lineage were (i) King Haakon VII of Norway (husband of Victoria’s 

granddaughter, Maud), (ii) King Ferdinand I of Romania (husband of Victoria’s granddaughter, Marie), (iii) King 

Constantine I of Greece (husband of Victoria’s granddaughter, Sophia), (iv) Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf of Sweden 

(husband of Victoria’s granddaughter, Margaret) and (v) King Alfonso XIII of Spain (husband of Victoria’s 

granddaughter, Victoria Eugenie). 


