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Conflict Assessment 

Key Assessments 

Russian losses – 42,340 Russian soldiers 

have died to date since the invasion 

commenced February 24th this year. 

Approximately a further 130,000 have been 

injured. 

They have also lost 1,811 tanks, 192 

helicoptors, 223 aircraft, 4,070 APVs, 960 

artillery systems, 132 AAW systems, 261 

MRLS systems, 76 fuel bowzers, 754 UAVs, 16 

vessels and 2,993 vehicles.   

Reporting of a likely falsified Russian 
statement distracts from the real risks of a 

Russian-caused nuclear disaster at Ukraine’s 

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant. Russian 

forces continue to conduct attacks from and 

store military equipment near the plant’s 

nuclear reactors, likely to play upon Western 

fears of a nuclear disaster and degrade 

Western will to provide additional military 

support to Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

ground attacks northwest of Slovyansk and 

northeast and southeast of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued ground 

attacks northwest and southwest of 

Donetsk City. 

Russian officials postponed reopening the Antonivskyi Bridge after a Ukrainian strike damaged the bridge and nearby 

construction equipment. 

Russian forces are deploying less-professional occupation forces and increasing pressure on Ukrainian populations 

in occupied areas. 

Subordinate main effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces did not conduct any 

confirmed advances northwest of Izyum on August 8. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces 
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conducted an airstrike on Zalyman, approximately 30 km northwest of Izyum, and shelled settlements north of Izyum, 

including Husarivka and Asiivka. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground 

attack northwest of Slovyansk on August 8. UGS 

reported that Russian forces conducted a failed 

offensive to improve their positions near 

Bohorodychne. Russian forces continued to 

shell settlements between Izyum and Slovyansk 

along the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border and 

additionally conducted an artillery strike 

directly on Slovyansk. Russian journalist and 

milblogger Evgeniy Poddubniy claimed on 

August 7 that Ukrainian forces are continually 

forming new brigades in Kharkiv Oblast despite 

continuous Russian strikes and projected that 

this force generation shows that Ukrainian 

forces can simultaneously conduct advances in 

the Kherson direction and in Kharkiv Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted ground assaults to 

the east of Siversk on August 8. UGS stated that 

Russian forces attempted failed offensives in 

the direction of Verkhnokamyanskye (5 km east 

of Siversk) and four other unnamed 

settlements but retreated with losses. Luhansk 

Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai also reported that 

Ukrainian forces neutralized Russian 

reconnaissance groups near unspecified 

settlements. Russian forces continued to shell 

Siversk and nearby settlements with tank, tube, 

and rocket artillery and targeted neighboring 

villages, Hryhorivka and Ivano-Darivka, with 

airstrikes. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks to the 

east and south of Bakhmut on August 8. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian forces defeated Russian reconnaissance groups of unspecified echelons near Bakhmutske, and 

Yakovlivka—villages approximately 15 km northeast of Bakhmut—and that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground 

assaults near Zaitseve and Vershyna—villages approximately 10 km southeast of Bakhmut. Russian forces likely seek to 

establish control over Soledar to Bakhmut’s north and Zaitseve to Bakhmut’s south to set conditions to disrupt Ukrainian 

control over the T0513 trunk road that supports Ukrainian frontline positions in northeast Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks to the northwest and southwest of Donetsk City on August 8. UGS reported that 

Russian troops attempted to advance toward Avdiivka (5 km north of Donetsk City) Pisky (5 km northwest of Donetsk 

City), and Nevelske (12 km northwest of Donetsk City).  

Social media footage posted on August 7 previously showed Russian forces advancing within Pisky itself and, taken in 

tandem with the vague language of the UGS report, Russian forces are likely focusing on advancing northwest through 
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Pisky from positions in the center of the settlement. Russian troops additionally conducted localized ground attacks 

southwest of Donetsk City near Maryinka and Shevchenko. 

Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed 

ground attacks northeast of Kharkiv City and 

focused on maintaining their current lines on 

August 8. UGS reported that Russian forces 

conducted airstrikes and UAV reconnaissance 

northeast of Kharkiv City. Russian forces also 

struck residential areas near central Kharkiv 

City with multiple launch rocket systems 

(MLRS) and continued to strike Kharkiv City 

and surrounding settlements with S-300 

missiles, mortars, tanks, and tank, tube, and 

rocket artillery. 

Supporting effort #2—southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued focusing efforts on 

maintaining their current positions and 

preventing Ukrainian advances along the 

Southern Axis on August 8. UGS reported that 

Russian forces continued shelling civilian and 

military infrastructure using tank, tube, and 

rocket artillery and intensified aerial 

reconnaissance using UAVs along the entire 

line of contact.  

Russian forces also conducted airstrikes on 

Lozove and Andriivka, both on the eastern 

bank of the Inhulets River, and Olhyne, 

located along the northern part of the T2207 

highway. UGS reported that Russian forces 

also conducted airstrikes in Prechistivka, 

Volodymyrivka, Novomykhailivka, and 

Poltavka. 

Russian forces continued to target 

settlements in Dnipropetrovsk, Mykolaiv, and 

Odesa oblasts with artillery and missiles. 

Ukrainian officials reported that Russian 

forces launched two Kh-59 cruise missiles at Kamianske and continued shelling Nikopol, Zelendolsk, Marhanets, and 

Velika Kostromka, Dniprotrovsk Oblast. Russian forces also continued shelling settlements on the outskirts of Mykolaiv 

City but did not launch any strikes directly on Mykolaiv City. Odesa officials reported that Ukrainian air defense forces 

shot down four Russian Kalibr missiles fired from the Black Sea. 

Ukrainian forces continued targeting Russian military positions and ammunition depots in Zaporizhia and Kherson 

oblasts. Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reported that Ukrainian high mobility artillery rocket system (HIMARS) strikes 
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destroyed a “significant amount of” Russian military equipment and manpower concentrations in industrial districts 

throughout Melitopol at night on August 7-8.  

Fedorov also noted that Russian forces 

transferred a significant part of their air 

defense systems from Melitopol to 

Kherson during the week of July 31-

August 7. Ukrainian officials confirmed 

that Ukrainian forces struck the 

Antonivsky and Kakhovka bridges at 

night on August 7-8. Russian Deputy 

Head of the Russian Occupation 

Administration in Kherson Oblast Kirill 

Stremousov stated that Russian officials 

will postpone reopening the 

Antonivskyi bridge, scheduled for 

August 10, due to the damage to 

construction equipment near the 

bridge. Ukrainian Southern Operational 

Command Spokesperson Vladislav 

Nazarov reported that Ukrainian 

airstrikes hit two Russian strongholds in 

the Kherson and Berislav districts and 

that Ukrainian indirect fire destroyed a 

Russian ammunition depot in Charivne, 

approximately 65 km northeast of 

Kherson City on August 7. 

Mobilization and force generation 

efforts - Chechen Republic Head 

Kadyrov stated that a Russian Special 

Forces volunteer group completed a 

two-week accelerated tactical and fire 

training course at the Russian Special 

Forces University in Gudermes, 

Chechnya. He stated that a flight of volunteers departed the Grozny airport for deployment to an unspecified area in 

Ukraine on August 8. 

Activity in Russian-occupied areas - Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on August 8 

that Russian forces are deploying less-professional occupation forces and increasing pressure on local populations. The 

GUR reported that Russian occupation forces are increasing pressure on civilians at checkpoints in Kherson Oblast, 

particularly in Hola Prystan. The GUR reported that Russian forces deployed a newly mobilized battalion of Russian 

convicted criminals (likely pardoned for their service) to Balaklia, Kharkiv Oblast, and that cruelty, “immoral behavior,” 

and aggressive attitudes toward the local population “increased sharply” upon their arrival.  

This report demonstrates one effect of Russia’s wide-ranging attempt to mobilize as many Russians as possible, regardless 

of fitness for service. The GUR also reported that racialized conflicts between Russian occupation units of different 

ethnicities are increasing, affecting the safety of civilians in occupied areas. The GUR claimed that Russian forces shot 
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and killed the Chechen deputy commander of a unit in Zaporizhia for ethnically motivated reasons. The GUR also reported 

that an intoxicated Russian soldier driving an armored personnel carrier (APC) knocked down an electrical pole in 

Zelenopillya, Luhansk Oblast, cutting off electricity to the town. 

Newly mobilized Russian battalions are likely worse trained, less professional, and more brutal to occupied populations 

than professional Russian soldiers or even conscripts who completed formal military training prior to their deployments. 

Russian forces may increasingly deploy low-quality, poorly trained units, like those made up of convicts, to control 

populations in occupied parts of Ukraine. Such deployments may reduce the competence of occupation authorities and 

counter-partisan operations and may increase Ukrainian support for movements that resist Russia’s occupation. 

Russian occupation officials are beginning to issue formal orders to prepare for sham annexation referenda. The head of 

the Russian Zaporizhia Oblast Occupation Administration, Yevheny Balitsky, said on August 8 that he ordered the oblast’s 

central election commission “to start working on the issue of organizing a referendum on the reunification of Zaporizhia 

Oblast with the Russian Federation.” Balitsky claimed that he signed the order after 700 delegates voted “unanimously” 

at the “We Are Together with Russia” event held in Zaporizhia Oblast on August 8. ISW has previously assessed that the 

Kremlin likely founded, coordinates, and promotes the “We Are Together with Russia” organization to create a facade of 

public support for the annexation and integration of occupied Ukrainian oblasts into Russia.  

Other Russian occupation officials amplified Balitsky’s referendum preparation and congratulated him for ”following the 

path of Crimea.” The Russian deputy head of the Kherson Occupation Administration, Kirill Stremousov, posted video 

footage on Telegram that he claimed showed residents of Kherson Oblast claiming that they are ready to vote in a 

referendum to join Russia. Stremousov claimed that Kherson "has already been liberated from slavery and the colonial 

regime of the collective West.” Kremlin Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov announced on August 8 that residents of Kherson 

and Zaporizhia want to hold referendums to join Russia and claimed that “It's not us [the Kremlin] who are holding the 

referendum.” 

Russian occupation officials are also attempting to incentivize Ukrainian cooperation with Russian data collection efforts 

that occupation officials will likely use to falsify the results of the sham annexation referenda but are facing resistance. 

The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on August 8 that Russian occupation forces in Kherson are expanding the 

number of “one-time financial assistance” locations at which civilians in occupied areas can receive 10,000 rubles 

(approximately 165 USD) in exchange for their passport data. The Resistance Center reported that this approach has not 

generated as much data collection as occupation officials had planned, leading them to expand the number of locations 

throughout occupied Kherson Oblast. Ukrainian partisan Telegram channel Yellow Ribbon called on Kherson Oblast 

residents to mobilize and prevent Russians from holding an annexation referendum on August 8 and asked civilians in 

occupied areas to provide information on Russian planning, collaborators, and troop movements.  

Yellow Ribbon also shared images of partisan supporters posting partisan posters and slogans in Kherson, Nova Kakhovka, 

Melitopol, and Crimea on August 8 and called on Ukrainians to resist Russian “passportization” efforts. 

Ukrainian forces hit key bridges, Russian barracks in the south of the country - Ukraine has struck Russian 

troop bases and key bridges across the Dnipro river in long-range missile strikes overnight.  

The strikes hit the only two crossings Russia has to the pocket of southern Ukrainian territory it has occupied on the 

western bank of the vast Dnipro river, with both Antonivskyi and Kakhovskyi bridges struck. 

Ukrainian HIMARS strikes also hit multiple military bases in Ukraine's Russian-occupied southern city of Melitopol in the 

early hours, killing troops and destroying hardware, the city's mayor said. 

"According to preliminary estimates, a significant amount of military equipment was destroyed," Ivan Fedorov wrote on 

Telegram. 



 

6 
 

Counteroffensive In southern Ukraine - With an increase in troop movements and missile fire, more 

counteroffensives are under way in southern Ukraine. The focus of fighting is expected to shift away from the Donbas to 

the Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions. 

Ukrainian tanks, artillery defy Russian forces near Bakhmut - Russia has intensified attacks near the cities of 

Bakhmut and Soledar in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk Region in recent days. The attacks were however rebuffed by 

Ukrainian tanks and troops. 

Russian troops unsuccessfully shelled positions held by Ukrainian troops and several populated areas in various 

directions, Ukraine's General Staff said as Ukraine's Security Service (SBU) said it had foiled a plot to kill two top 

government officials. 

In the Donetsk region, Russian troops are trying to inflict "maximum losses" on Ukrainian units and prevent their transfer 

to other fronts, the General Staff said in its evening assessment of the day's fighting. 

"Our soldiers repelled enemy assaults in the direction of the settlements of Bakhmut, Zaytseve, Vershina, and Kodem," 

the General Staff announced. 

It said Russian attempts to attack in the direction of Avdiyivka and Piskiv were stopped and the enemy troops withdrew. 

Attempts to break through the defense of the Ukrainian forces in the directions of Maryinka and Shevchenko were also 

unsuccessful, the report said. 

In the north, the shelling of border settlements in the Chernihiv and Sumy regions, as well as Russian aerial 

reconnaissance, continued. 

Ukrainian marines ambush and take 

out group of Russian soldiers - 

Footage was obtained from the 503rd 

Separate Marine Corps Battalion of the 

Ukrainian Naval Forces on Friday, showing 

Ukrainian marines eliminating a group of 

Russian soldiers taking cover in buildings. 

The footage shows a group of Russian 

soldiers approaching a partially destroyed 

building. They can be seen making their 

way inside before more soldiers arrive and 

pile into the building. 

The building is then hit by Ukrainian ordnance, blowing it up and causing a large plume of smoke to rise into the air. 

A lone soldier can be seen fleeing from the bombed-out building. Further ordnance hits the terrain around the building 

as the footage ends. 

Russia in 'tremendous' military difficulty in Ukraine war: Lange - Russia is now be facing "tremendous" military 

difficulties in Ukraine, according to one European politician, as aid from foreign allies potentially turns the tables on the 

months-long conflict. 

The supply of military aid to Ukraine by the United States and other countries is reportedly being coordinated at a U.S. 

installation near Stuttgart, Germany. The U.S. is now helping around 50 nations provide such aid to Ukraine, according 
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to a report from German public broadcaster, Deutsche Welle (DW), including the much-touted HIMARS, and PzH 2000 

self-propelled howitzers from Germany and the Netherlands. 

Speaking with DW on Saturday, Nico Lange, a German lawmaker and chief of staff for the country's Federal Minister of 

Defense, said that this significant influx of military aid to Ukraine is changing the dynamic of the Russian invasion. 

"The crucial aspect of the past few days is that Russia is now being forced to react to the Ukrainians' statements and 

actions," Lange said. "Until now, it was the other way around: The Ukrainians were forced to react to everything Russia 

did." 

Lange continued, saying that Russia has "moved significant forces to the south, toward both Kherson and Zaporizhzhia," 

two regions in Southern Ukraine that have mostly fallen under Russian occupation. They have also in recent weeks 

become the focus of significant counteroffensives by Ukrainian forces aiming to retake them. 

"A Ukrainian attack will not look like the Russians': this rolling barrage that destroys everything in its path," Lange said. 

"Rather, it will also rely on partisans, on uprisings in the occupied cities, on mobile operations behind enemy lines." 

He added: "The Russians are having great problems controlling these areas. There is a lot of partisan activity in the 

occupied part of Zaporizhzhia oblast. Russian patrols are being killed at night. In Melitopol, too, as in Kherson, there are 

posters directed against the Russian occupiers, there are leafleting campaigns. Something new is constantly being put 

up." 

Ukraine Says Air Force 'Defending Sky' as Russia Struggles to Gain Control - Ukraine's Air Force is "reliably" 

defending the sky against Russia, officials said, as Moscow continues to struggle to gain air superiority. 

"The Air Force reliably defends the Ukrainian sky and gives a worthy rebuff to the Russian aggressor in it," the General 

Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said in a tweet early Sunday. 

"Thank you for your professionalism and dedication to the defense of Ukraine!" 

It comes after the Pentagon said that U.S.-supplied weapons are preventing Russia from gaining air superiority in its war 

against Ukraine. 

"We know that they have been able to strike surface-to-air missile locations and to destroy some SAMs," the official said. 

They added: "I think the fact that the Russians continue to not have air superiority certainly says a great deal about the 

Ukrainians' kind of will, both in their ability to prevent the enemy from shooting at their aircraft but also to shoot down 

Russian aircraft." 

Black Sea Russian missile launches - Russian ships on the Black Sea launched four Kalibr sea-based cruise missiles 

early on August 8. All were shot down by Ukrainian air defenses, the Ukrainian military said. 

Plot to kill top Ukrainian officials foiled - The SBU said it had arrested Russian agents who were planning to 

assassinate the defense minister and the military intelligence chief. They said ithey had arrested "killers from the Russian 

special services" who were plotting the assassinations of Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov and military intelligence boss 

Kyrylo Budanov. 

It published a video on Telegram showing an armed group subduing and handcuffing two men in civilian clothing who 

were approaching a car. The arrests took place in Kovel in northwestern Ukraine. The SBU said one of the alleged plotters 

arrived in the country from Russia via Belarus. 

It claimed the men were preparing "the physical liquidation" of the two top officials and an unnamed "Ukrainian activist." 

It said each killing was to be rewarded with a sum of $100,000 to $150,000. 
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Russia likely trying to use ‘deeply controversial, indiscriminate’ mines in Ukraine - Russia has likely tried to 

deploy “deeply controversial, indiscriminate” anti-personnel mines as Moscow ramps up its assaults on Ukraine, 

according to the United Kingdom’s defense ministry.   

The use of PFM-1 and PFM-1S mines in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine and elsewhere may cause mass casualties, 

a Monday intelligence update from the ministry warns.  

The Soviet-era “butterfly mine” was “used to devastating effect in the Soviet-Afghan War where they allegedly maimed 

high numbers of children who mistook them for toys,” the defense ministry said, and the old weapons are likely less 

reliable now, decades later. 

Senior FSB commander becomes latest Russian colonel to die in Ukraine as furious Putin 'sacks SIX 

generals' over poor performance - A senior FSB commander has become the latest Russian colonel to be killed in 

Ukraine, amid reports Vladimir Putin has sacked six generals over poor performance.  

Lieutenant-Colonel Nikolay Gorban, 36, led elite Spetsnaz special forces troops into battle was was killed 'somewhere in 

Ukraine on August 2', local media has reported. 

Meanwhile, British intelligence says Putin has fired six of his generals over failings which has seen his invasion stall and 

military suffer astonishing casualties.  

General-Colonel Aleksandr Chayko and General-Colonel Aleksandr Zhuravlev, who commanded Russia's Eastern and 

Western Military Districts respectively, are 'highly likely' to have lost their posts, the MoD said on Sunday. 

Zhuravlev has been replaced by General-Lieutenant Vladimir Kochetkov. General Aleksandr Vladimirovich Dvornikov, 

known as the 'Butcher of Syria' who was appointed commander of the whole Ukraine invasion back in April as the battle 

of Donbas got underway, has also been removed, the MoD thinks. 

General Gennady Valeryevich Zhidko, who was in charge of the Southern Grouping of Forces, is another to have been 

given the sack. He has been replaced by General Sergei Surovikin, the MoD believes. 

Sanctions 

U.S. seeks to seize $90 million jet belonging to Russian oligarch - The United States has obtained a warrant to 

seize an Airbus jet owned by Russian oligarch Andrei Skoch, the Justice Department says. 

The aircraft, valued at $90 million, is currently in Kazakhstan, according to an affidavit in support of the seizure warrant. 

The warrant was signed by a U.S. district judge in New York after a federal agent submitted the affidavit, which also said 

Skoch was the owner of the Airbus "through a series of shell companies and trusts tied to his romantic partner." 

Skoch, who is a member of the Russian State Duma, has been designated for sanctions since 2018 for alleged "long-

standing ties to Russian organized criminal groups." 

Azerbaijan and EU ink deal on strategic partnership in energy – The EU signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

on a Strategic Partnership in the Field of Energy with Azerbaijan to increase imports of Azerbaijani natural gas to Europe 

by at least 20 billion cubic meters (bcm) annually by 2027. 

Along with the gas exports, the two partners expressed interest also in promoting cooperation in the areas of renewable 

energy and connectivity. The Azerbaijani territories liberated from the Armenian occupation in 2020 have significantly 

increased the Azerbaijan’s renewable energy potential. For President Aliyev, “In the liberated areas of Karabakh and 
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Eastern Zangazur, the potential of solar and wind power plants is 9,200 megawatts, and the potential of wind in the 

Caspian Sea is 157 gigawatts.” 

Russia forced to strip grounded aircraft for parts as Western sanctions over Ukraine bite hard - Russian 

airlines, including state-controlled Aeroflot, are stripping down aircraft to secure spare parts they can no longer buy 

abroad because of Western sanctions, four industry sources told Reuters. 

The steps are in line with advice Russia's government provided in June for airlines to use some aircraft for parts to ensure 

the remainder of foreign-built planes can continue flying at least through 2025. 

Sanctions imposed on Russia after it sent its troops into Ukraine in late February have prevented its airlines from 

obtaining spare parts or undergoing maintenance in the West. 

China exports to Russia boom in return to Near pre-war highs - China exports to Russia boom in return to near 

pre-war highs Chinese exports to Russia are back near levels seen before the Kremlin's invasion of Ukraine, propelling a 

rebound in trade that's helped cool off a historic rally in the ruble. 

Chinese exports to Russia are back near levels seen before the Kremlin’s invasion of Ukraine, propelling a rebound in 

trade that’s helped cool off a historic rally in the ruble. 

Russia bought $6.7 billion of goods in July from China, an increase of more than a third from the previous month and up 

by more than an annual 20 per cent. By contrast, its imports from Russia — which surged in March-May — rose only 

slightly last month after a drop in June, according to data from China’s customs authority. 

Chinese goods are filling the niche left by the exodus of western brands after the war with Ukraine prompted sweeping 

financial and trade sanctions against Russia. The isolation has catapulted products such as vehicles manufactured by the 

likes of Great Wall Motor and Geely Automobile Holdings to the ranks of Russia’s best-selling cars, with their market 

share more than doubling from last year. The revival of demand for Chinese exports is playing out in the currency market. 

Trading volumes in the yuan-ruble pair increased to the highest ever last month as local demand for the Chinese currency 

surged. 

Putin 

Putin’s orders trap Russian generals in southern Ukraine, military expert says - “Many say there will be twin 

(Russian) offensives towards Zaporizhzhia and Kryvyi Rih (Dnipropetrovsk Oblast),” said Samus. 

“Perhaps, they intend to achieve two breakthroughs, link up, and resolve their logistical issues that way. Should they 

succeed, they would have established a direct link with their armies in Donbas.” 

Samus, however, is convinced such an ambitious operation is doomed, largely due to meddling from Russian dictator 

Vladimir Putin. “These are but dreams of Russian generals, who are at a loss on what to do next,” the expert said. 

“They find themselves trapped after responding to Putin’s demands to capture Donbas entirely and redeploying the bulk 

of their forces there. They’ve been trying to hold sham referenda in the Donbas for a while now – to no avail. This 

concentration of Russian forces across Donbas allowed Ukraine to gain the upper hand in southern Ukraine.” 

Precarious supply lines – according to Samus – are sapping the effectiveness of Moscow’s troops near Kherson, no matter 

how much Moscow tried to reinforce its position there. 

“Quite the opposite: the more forces they deploy there, the more resources they require,” Samus added. 
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“They would need more and more fuel and ammunition – which are being constantly annihilated by our HIMARS. 

Eventually, they will remain nothing but a mob, with no rounds and no fuel; their equipment will be inoperable, and their 

presence there will be extinguished by the Ukrainian army.” 

Humanitarian 

Amnesty 'regrets distress and anger' caused by Ukraine report as criticism persists - The furor over Amnesty 

International's report accusing Kyiv of endangering civilians continued on Monday, drawing angry reactions from 

Ukrainian officials and criticism from Western diplomats. 

The report also sparked fears it would serve as a further justification for Moscow in its increased bombardment of civilian 

targets in recent weeks. 

On Sunday, the rights group said it regrets the pain caused by the report, which infuriated Ukraine and triggered the 

resignation of its Kyiv office head. 

In the meantime, the Russian Mission in Geneva tweeted that if a civilian building "is used for military purposes, it turns 

into a legitimate target for a precision strike", causing further reactions against the report. 

The rights group published the report on Thursday, saying the presence of Ukrainian troops in residential areas 

heightened risks to civilians during Russia's invasion. 

Russia-imposed leader of Ukraine's Zaporizhzhya region orders referendum on joining Russia - Yevgeny 

Balitsky, the Moscow-appointed head of Ukraine's southeastern Zaporizhzhya region, has officially ordered a local 

referendum on the possibility of the province joining the Russian Federation. 

Balitsky today signed the order at an event held by the We Are Together With Russia movement in the city of Melitopol. 

The move comes hours after Ukrainian President Zelenskyy said that if referendums on joining Russia proceed in Russian-

occupied areas of Ukraine, there can be no peace talks on ending the war launched by Russia against Ukraine nearly six 

months ago. 

"Our country's position remains what it always has been. We will give up nothing of what is ours," Zelenskyy said in his 

nightly address on August 7. "If the occupiers proceed along the path of pseudo-referendums they will close for 

themselves any chance of talks with Ukraine and the free world, which the Russian side will clearly need at some point." 

On August 8, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that Zelenskyy's statement was misdirected if he was addressing 

Russian citizens or leadership, suggesting that the referendums were the will of the residents of Russian-occupied 

territories in Ukraine. 

Russian filtration camps: ‘Black holes of human rights abuses’ where Ukrainians face torture and loyalty 

tests - Almost since the war began, Ukrainians have accused Russian forces of detaining civilians, interrogating them and 

in many cases forcing them not only from their homes but from their country. 

Now, new details are emerging about the scope and scale of Russia’s use of “filtration camps,” makeshift detention 

centers Russia and proxy forces use to hold, interrogate and deport hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians. A growing 

number of experts and officials believe the camps are part of a larger, orchestrated campaign to erase Ukrainian 

nationality that amounts to genocide. 

Grid reviewed firsthand accounts from local news reports, Ukrainian and Russian government statements, international 

human rights reports, intelligence reports, satellite imagery and videos posted to social media to gain a better 
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understanding of the truth on the ground. Much remains unknown about the camps’ operations or the fate of thousands 

of Ukrainians who have not been heard from since being taken to the camps. 

Russia has moved an estimated 1.5 million Ukrainians, including over 200,000 children, to Russia and Russian-controlled 

areas of Ukraine, according to both Russian and Ukrainian officials. Multiple reports show that Russian forces use an 

archipelago of filtration camps in Russian-controlled eastern Ukraine to hold and scrutinize many of them.  

Ukrainians who have passed through the camps have reported treatment ranging from humiliation to verbal abuse and 

physical torture. They say Russian forces and pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine subjected them to strip searches, 

confiscated and searched their electronic devices, used electric shocks to torture them, and staged mock executions of 

detainees. 

Ukraine investigating over 26,000 alleged war crime reports filed since Feb 24 - Amid the 167-days-long 

running Russian war, Ukraine has recorded and is investigating over 26,000 war crime complaints since February 24, said 

a prominent Kyiv official. 135 of the alleged war criminals have been charged under national laws for committing heinous 

war crimes in the said duration. Only 15 of those booked are currently under Ukrainian custody, said the head of the war 

crime investigation department of the Ukraine Prosecutor General's office, Yuriy Bilousov during an interview with 

Reuters. 

So far seven verdicts have been issued after 13 cases were submitted to Ukrainian courts as the Russian troops continued 

a rampage in several pockets of Ukraine, Bilousov said. Meanwhile, 120 of those who allegedly committed war crimes 

are currently on the run, he added. among the seven verdicts given by the Ukrainian court was the life sentence slapped 

on 21-year-old Russian soldier, Vadym Shyshimarin who was convicted of murdering an unarmed 61-year-old civilian in 

the northeastern village of Chupakhivka on February 28. 

China 

Blockade of Taiwan could backfire on China - Any real-life disruption to the sea lanes to the east and west of 

Taiwan could have a crippling effect on China’s own economy, since its major ports of Shanghai, Dalian, Tianjin, and 

others are dependent on passage through waters near Taiwan. 

Industry news portal The Maritime Executive on Sunday (Aug 7) reported that the Taiwan Strait is the major conduit for 

shipping from North Asia, including China, Japan and South Korea, to the rest of the world, and it is also the most direct 

route from South China to the US. 

The portal said China’s live-fire drills surrounding Taiwan over the weekend simulated an economic blockade, with 

Chinese forces positioned to halt access to the island nation’s main ports. 

It said dozens of ships heading to or from North Asia were forced to shift their routes, or slow down to keep clear of the 

danger zones in both the Taiwan Strait and on the island’s eastern seaboard. 

An average of 240 ships a day normally pass through the area, it said. 

The report added that commercial flights were also interrupted by China’s military exercise. Korean Air, Singapore Airlines 

and Asiana Airlines suspended flights to Taipei, while other airlines, such as Japan Airlines and Cathay Pacific, said they 

were avoiding the designated zones. 

Airlines are accustomed to diverting around warzones and military exercises, but any blockade of Taiwan’s airspace would 

have profound economic effects. 

A large share of Taiwan’s exports is carried by airfreight rather than by sea. 
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EU Natural Gas Sources 

Russia is choking off Europe's natural gas supply in a bid to hit back against western sanctions. 

It cut the capacity of the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to Germany to just 20% last month, contributing to the continent's 

energy crisis. 

Key gas benchmarks have soared since the start of June, with TTF Dutch natural gas futures surging 129% to 194 euros 

($198) per-megawatt-hour. 

"European gas prices are soaring again, approaching record highs, as a result of Nord Stream 1 flows falling to just 20% 

of capacity due to ongoing maintenance," Rystad energy analyst Karolina Siemieniuk said in a recent research note. "If 

Russian flows halt entirely, which is not out of the question, prices will skyrocket further." 

But Nord Stream 1 isn't the only pipeline that provides Europe with its natural gas. 

Gas fields in Azerbaijan, the North Sea, and northern Africa are also key sources of energy for the continent. 

Many European countries also import liquefied natural gas by ship - and the US now sends more super-cooled gas by 

boat than Russia does by pipeline. 
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Containment 

Additional US aid - The US announced later on August 8 that it will supply Ukraine with an additional $1 billion in 

military aid, including rockets for the HIMARS and other ammunition. It is the largest delivery yet to Ukraine of arms from 

Department of Defense stockpiles. 

The Pentagon announcement on August 8 came as the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) pledged an 

additional $4.5 billion to Ukraine's government for basic services such as electricity flow to hospitals and the delivery of 

humanitarian supplies to Ukrainians. 

The package consists of additional ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems or HIMARS, 75,000 rounds of 

155 mm artillery ammunition, 20 120 mm mortar systems and 20,000 rounds of 120 mm mortar ammunition as well as 

munitions for National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile Systems or NASAMS. 

The Pentagon will also send 1,000 Javelins, hundreds of AT4 anti-armor systems, 50 armored medical treatment vehicles, 

anti-personnel munitions, explosives, demolition munitions and demolition equipment. 

The aid is the 18th drawdown of equipment from Department of Defense inventories for Ukraine since August 2021. 

Does Ukraine now have AGM-88 high-speed anti-radiation missiles? - Images appeared on the social media 

platform Telegram on Sunday, August 7th, showing what appears to be the wreckage of an AGM-88 High-Speed Anti-

Radiation Missile, or HARM — a U.S. missile used to home in on active air defense radars and disable or destroy them — 

that is said to have appeared on the battlefield in Ukraine. At this time, there is no official information pointing to the 

AGM-88 having been supplied to Ukraine, which would be an all-new advanced capability for the invaded nation. In 

regards to HARMs in Ukraine, here's what's possible, what we know, and what we don't. 

It is difficult to say definitively what is going on here. Many HARMs have been fired as part of many military operations' 

suppression of enemy air defenses (SEAD) components and in training over the years. Wreckage of some of those 

missiles, or even intact specimens, has surely found its way into foreign intelligence units' hands. With that in mind, 

taking a photo of it and inserting it into the open-source maelstrom that surrounds the Ukraine conflict would be an easy 

play at disinformation. Manipulating the photo itself is also a possibility. Russia has been increasingly aggressive in its 

rhetoric about the U.S. and NATO being considered active players in the conflict because of their advanced weapons 

transfers, this would fit into that narrative nicely. 

Could it be possible that a NATO aerial patrol was fired on across the border of say, Belarus, and it fired back to suppress 

the offending SAM site? Theoretically, yes, but there are absolutely no reports of anything like this and it should have 

sparked an international incident and would have been anything but a low-profile event. One would think Russia would 

have been especially vocal about it. We also don't even know if the standing rules of engagement would support such an 

exchange of fire. Ultimately, the chances that this came from a NATO aircraft are very small bordering on non-existent. 

The most straightforward answer is also a possibility—that Ukraine has been given AGM-88 capability. The missile has 

various modes in which it can be employed, including being fired without even having an emitter targeted or in a general 

direction of a detected emitter. This is done for preemptive suppression of enemy air defenses to defend incoming allied 

aircraft heading into areas that would put them in range of said threats. Today, electronic support measures (ESM) and 

radar homing and warning receivers (RHWR) have come a long way, making them far more capable, and in some cases, 

smaller, cheaper, and more accurate. These can be deployed on the ground across the battlefield, or via aircraft, and 

even by drone. External third-party standoff electronic intelligence, such as that from the United States, could also 

provide when and where specific systems are active, providing basic targeting for Ukrainian forces. 
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The question then becomes, if Ukraine actually has AGM-88 capability, how would they employ it? 

Air launch is ideal for the AGM-88 as it provides for far better kinetic performance (longer range and speed). It also allows 

for a far better, elevated sensing position to organically detect the presence and general direction, or even geolocation, 

of a threat emitter. The AGM-88 could work with relatively minimal integration, potentially leveraging a federated 

interface, such as e-tablet, for very basic functionality. Ukraine's fighters are Soviet-era machines and totally lack the 

right interfaces, including the basic bus architecture, for modern NATO-compatible weaponry. But it's possible a relatively 

crude modification could have been adapted for this single weapon. There is also the possibility of a clandestine transfer 

of Soviet-era aircraft from NATO states that have been upgraded with NATO-standard bus architecture and adaptable 

avionics that could provide an interface for the HARM. Still, either of these scenarios seems somewhat unlikely 

considering the battlefield dynamics at play and the work and training required to make it happen. 

With that in mind, a ground-launched adaptation is far more likely, and there is a real precedent for this. The AGM-45 

Shrike, from which the AGM-88 was partially derived, was ported over into a land-launched concept. The Israel Defense 

Forces (IDF) used an M4A1 Sherman tank hull as a base for the 'Kilshon" ground-based anti-radiation missile launcher 

system. It used the Shrike with a rocket booster that would be launched off a rail-like armature emanating from the top 

of the vehicle. The system was rushed into service after the Yom Kippur War. It could forward deploy and provide 

persistence ARM capability without having aircraft in the air constantly or putting them in danger if they were. 

Geo-Strategic 

Kosovo accuses 'illegal Serbian groups' of attack on border patrol - Kosovar Interior Minister Xhelal Svecla has 

blamed "illegal Serbian groups" allegedly seeking to "disrupt the work of the Kosovo authorities" for an August 6 attack 

on border police, while also claiming that the arrest of a Russian journalist trying to cross into the country from Serbia 

was a sign that Russia was supporting alleged Serbian efforts to destabilize Kosovo. 

Authorities in Kosovo said on August 6 that a police unit came under fire earlier that day near the country's border with 

Serbia, where tensions have been high between the two neighboring Western Balkan nations. 

Svecla claimed on August 6 that the unnamed groups said to be behind the incident had the protection and public support 

of unidentified Serbian structures. 

Geopolitics 

Potential alliance involving Russia, China & Iran should get US attention - With Iran’s nuclear breakout 

timeline now at zero, estimating the view from Beijing and Moscow on Iran’s capability to produce nuclear weapons on 

short order, shows that China and Russia are still interested in reviving the 2015 nuclear deal, which will lift sanctions 

and lower tensions in the region.  

Beijing and Moscow have substantial economic ties with Tehran and stand to benefit from a normalization of trade. They 

are both concerned about the destabilizing effects of a nuclear Iran and nuclear proliferation. Furthermore, Russia and 

China need to balance their ties with Iran and their relationships with other Middle Eastern countries. 

It is unsure whether Iran and China have benefited strategically from the war in Ukraine, but it has solidified the trilateral 

alliance as an anti-West bloc, but it is difficult to see how siding with Russia will benefit Iran or China in the long run. 

Russia is reaching out to Iran in part to promote economic and energy cooperation in the face of international sanctions.  

They are the two most sanctioned countries in the world. There have been two high-level Russian visits to Tehran 

recently, but it is not yet clear what Moscow can offer Tehran. In fact, recent reports indicate that Iranian oil exports 
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have decreased, as Russia is marketing its oil to non-Western countries at a deep discount. Chinese oil imports from 

Russia have increased this year, to a record level in May. 

For China, the war in Ukraine has complicated the Taiwan issue. It is not believed Russian aggression is accelerating 

China’s timetable to “resolve” the Taiwan issue. The opposite is the case.  

Beijing was surprised by the degree of unity between the U.S. and Europe and is concerned that the war has increased 

U.S. and international support for Taiwan. We are seeing more military cooperation between Washington and Taipei, 

drawing from lessons learned in Ukraine.  

This is one of the reasons why Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenghei was so tough on Taiwan in his speech in Singapore 

in June. Beijing is dependent on Washington to rein in Taiwan so that the PLA does not have to take military actions 

before it is ready. Wei’s speech is coming from a place of vulnerability rather than strength. 

The fact that the Russian military performed so poorly has shocked Chinese leaders. Although the Ukraine war will not 

fundamentally change Beijing’s calculus toward Taiwan, it will prompt Beijing to reassess the feasibility of an invasion in 

the next several years.  

Pro-regime commentators are now arguing that the U.S. is trying to bait China into a war with Taiwan so it can punish 

China. These signals suggest that the Ukraine war has made China less confident about its options regarding Taiwan. 

Beijing and Moscow do want a nuclear deal with Iran, but at the same time they have also tried to weaken Western 

efforts to put pressure on Iran to agree to more stringent terms. For example, Russia and China voted against an IAEA 

resolution censuring Iran for not answering questions about undeclared nuclear sites, but the resolution still passed. In 

response, Iran removed cameras that the IAEA had installed to monitor compliance. 

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has tried to foster closer ties with Russia and China, seeing that they are willing to 

challenge the U.S.-led world order. Last year China and Iran signed a 25-year comprehensive strategic partnership, and 

China continues to buy Iranian oil despite sanctions. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), of which China and 

Russa are leading members, accepted Iran as a permanent member last year. Iran’s SCO membership will strengthen 

security and military cooperation with China and Russia. 

Syria is a good example of Iranian and Russian interests coming together to keep a dictator in power and undermine U.S. 

objectives. China, Russia, and Iran oppose the U.S.-led world order and resent the use of sanctions as a diplomatic tool.  

Out of the three countries, China is in the best position to reshape the current global order. U.S. Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken said this in his China policy speech on May 26. 

China wants to be the dominant technological power and challenge U.S. leadership in the world. In terms of soft power, 

Beijing wants to demonstrate that its political and social model is better for the developing world. For a while this was 

somewhat persuasive as COVID exploded in the West, but China kept it under control.  

All were reading articles in the U.S. media about how China got it right and we got it wrong. But then the latest wave of 

Omicron hit China and exposed the weakness of Beijing’s “dynamic zero” policy and of Xi’s leadership. The economy is 

suffering, yet Xi seems to be doubling down. He looks increasingly inflexible and ideological. China’s media even citied a 

speech by Mao in 1953 to make the case that “dynamic zero” COVID is a policy of “greater benevolence.” The “Beijing 

Consensus” does not look so appealing now. 

 


