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Conflict Update # 92 

June 16th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to launch ground 

assaults on Severodonetsk and settlements along 

the Ukrainian ground lines of communication 

(GLOCs) to Lysychansk. Ukrainian military 

intelligence reported that Russian forces are no 

longer operating as concrete battalion tactical 

groups (BTGs), as ISW previously assessed. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 
offensive operations northwest of Slovyansk, 

while Ukrainian forces reportedly resumed 

preparations for counteroffensives west of Izyum. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces engaged in 

clashes north and northeast of Kharkiv City, 

though no significant territory changed hands. 

Russian forces continued to fortify fallback 

positions in northwestern Kherson Oblast, likely in 

anticipation of Ukrainian counteroffensives in the 

region. 

Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic 

(DNR) Denis Pushilin continued to discuss and 

sign patronage agreements with Russian regional 

officials. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian 

forces are prioritizing operations to disrupt Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to Lysychansk from several 

directions. Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Valeryi Zalyzhnyi said that Russian forces are simultaneously launching 

assaults in Donbas in nine directions, presented as a two-part direction including the main location Russian forces are 

attacking from and their intended objective: Popasna-Komyshuvakha, Popasna-Mykolaivka, Popasna-Berestove, 

Bohorodychne-Slovyansk, Izyum-Slovyansk, Popasna-Svitlodarsk, Severodonetsk-Lysychansk, Severodonetsk-Metolkine, 

and Komushuvakha-Toshkivka. Ukrainian General Staff Main Operations Deputy Chief Oleksiy Gromov noted that Russian 

forces are committing smaller elements (company or platoon-sized assault groups) rather than full-fledged battalion 

tactical groups (BTGs) for offensive operations. Gromov added that Russian forces are not conducting offensive 

operations at night. The UK Defense Ministry also stated that Russian forces are operating in “increasingly ad hoc and 

severely undermanned groupings” in Donbas that typically advance by foot. 
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Russian forces conducted ground assaults in Severodonetsk 

in a grinding effort to establish control over the city. Gromov 

reported that Ukrainian forces continue to resist Russian 

attacks in Severodonetsk and are halting Russian operations 

to capture Metolkine and Syrotyne, just southeast of 

Severodonetsk. Russian forces likely intend to capture 

Metolkine and Syvrotyne, rather than strictly concentrating 

on Severodonetsk, to push back Ukrainian forces on the 

western bank of Siverskyi Donets River and secure access to 

the eastern riverbank. Gromov clarified that Ukrainian 

forces retain several logistics routes to Severodonetsk 

despite the destruction of four bridges over the Siverskyi 

Donets River, pushing back on recent media reports and 

Russian claims that Ukrainian forces in the city are 

completely cut off. Head of the Luhansk People’s Republic 

(LNR) Leonid Pasechnik stated that Ukrainian forces still 

control the territory of the Azot Chemical Plant but that 

Russian and proxy forces entered the premises of the 

facility on June 16. 

Russian forces continued to attack Ukrainian GLOCs 

around Popasna on June 16. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Ukrainian forces repulsed Russian assaults 

on Berestove, situated on the T1302 Bakhmut-

Lysychansk highway. Pro-Russian milblogger and Russian 

military journalist Yevgeniy Poddubnyi claimed that 

Russian forces control unspecified segments along the 

T1302 and have interdicted transfer of Ukrainian 

reserves from Bakhmut but ISW cannot independently 

confirm this claim. The Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 

Territorial Defense additionally claimed to have 

established control over Novoluhanske, Luhanske, 

Rozsadky, and Shakhtarsk, southeast of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful assaults northwest 

of Slovyansk and made incremental territorial advances 

southeast of Izyum. The Ukrainian General Staff reported 

that Russian forces failed to seize Dolyna (on the E40 

highway to Slovyansk) and retreated to previously 

occupied positions. Geolocated footage shows Ukrainian forces targeting Russian heavy artillery attempting to advance 

from the east and the northwestern outskirts of Bohorodychne, approximately 25 km southeast of Izyum. Ukrainian 
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forces may be resuming counteroffensive operations west of Izyum. Pro-Russian Telegram channel Rybar claimed that 

Ukrainian forces established a pontoon bridge over the Siverskyi Donets River, approximately 26 km west of Izyum, on 

June 15. Continued Russian artillery fire west and northwest of Izyum is also likely an indicator of Ukrainian 

counteroffensives in the area. If confirmed, this Ukrainian counteroffensive is likely intended to sever Russian lines of 

communication to the Izyum and Lyman areas. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to fortify fallback 

positions in Kherson and Mykolaiv oblasts, 

likely in response to local Ukrainian 

counterattacks. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Russian engineering elements 

improved defensive positions around 

Bezvodne and Ishchenka, just southeast of the 

contested town of Davydiv Brid on the Russian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast. Ukrainian 

General Staff Main Operations Deputy Chief 

Oleksiy Gromov noted that Russian forces are 

also dismantling concrete irrigation structures 

in Kherson Oblast to conceal heavy artillery 

from Ukrainian strikes. Russian forces 

reportedly shelled Ukrainian positions on the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv and Kherson-

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders, likely in a 

counter-battery attempt to hinder Ukrainian 

advances. Odesa Oblast Civil-Military 

Administration Spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk 

claimed that Ukrainian forces had unspecified 

successes on the Southern Axis, but ISW 

cannot independently verify this claim. 

Russian forces may be staging false flag attacks 

around Kherson City to discourage civilian 

support for Ukrainian counteroffensive 

operations. The Ukrainian Southern 

Operational Command reported civilian casualties during an explosion on June 15 at a local market in Chornobaivka, a 

settlement just north of Kherson City known for Ukrainian strikes against Russian ammunition depots in the area. The 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command stated that Russian forces seek to destabilize public opinion in Kherson City 

and blame Ukrainian forces for launching strikes on civilian infrastructure. 

Russian forces reportedly performed demonstrative assaults on settlements in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast to fix Ukrainian 

units in place. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces eliminated a Russian sabotage and 

reconnaissance group operating on the Zaporizhia-Donetsk Oblast border on June 16. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces reportedly continued to engage in localized clashes with 

Ukrainian elements to maintain their occupied positions near the international border on June 16. Pro-Russian Telegram 

channel Rybar claimed that Russian forces fought Ukrainian units in Dementiivka and Ruska Lozova along the Belgorod-
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Kharkiv City highway and in Rubizhne and Ternova, approximately 45 km northeast of Kharkiv City. NASA FIRMS data 

observed significant high-temperature anomalies in Dementiivka but did not confirm any anomalies in Ruska Lozova. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Denis Pushilin continued to pursue 

ad hoc cooperation arrangements with Russian regional officials at the St. Petersburg Economic Forum on June 16. 

Pushilin signed a Memorandum of Cooperation with Moscow Oblast Governor Andrey Vorobyov under which Moscow 

Oblast will offer patronage to Tel’manivskyi and Novoazovsk districts, just east of Mariupol. Pushilin signed another 

memorandum with Tula Governor Alexei Dyumin for the restoration of Mariupol’s Left Bank district. Pushillin also 

discussed patronage over occupied Khrestivka (northeast of Donetsk City) with the Republic of Sakha Head Aisen Nikolaev 

and unspecified Donetsk Oblast settlements with the Tver Oblast Governor Igor Rudenya. Pushilin is likely attempting to 

secure Russian financial assistance to restore occupied settlements in Donetsk Oblast, but his cooperation agreements 

with Russian local officials further indicate the DNR‘s lack of coherent annexation policies. 

The Kremlin is introducing more measures to establish permanent societal control over occupied Ukrainian territories. 

Self-proclaimed Deputy Head of the Kherson Military-Civil Administration Kiril Stremousov announced that all children 

born in Kherson Oblast after February 24 will automatically receive Russian citizenship. The Russian Internal Ministry also 

announced that Ukrainian “refugees” (many of whom were likely forcibly relocated to Russia) from occupied territories 

must receive proper documentation before August 17 to remain in Russia. The Kremlin likely seeks to coerce illegally 

deported Ukrainian citizens in Russia to accept Russian citizenship or return to Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Resistance And Threat Of Naval Blockade In South Break Plans Of Russia – ISW - Military analysts 

believe that pro-Ukrainian actions in the temporarily occupied territories interfere with Russia's plans for annexation and 

full-scale administrative control. 

This is reported by the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). 

According to analysts, Ukrainian resistance in Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions is likely to "continue to frustrate Russia's 

efforts to consolidate full-scale administrative control over the occupied territories and plans for annexation." 

Besides, the Russians are trying to increase their presence in the northwestern part of the Black Sea because of the threat 

of blockade of ships. 

“Ukrainian forces continue to control a critical stretch of the Ochakiv coastline in Mykolaiv region and may be able to 

block Russian ships,” the statement says. 

Russian troops are likely to tighten their control over Black Sea ports access under the protection of a fortified naval 

presence on Zmiinyi Island. 

At the same time, analysts suggest that Russian troops may be staging false flag attacks around Donetsk to curb pro-

Ukrainian sentiment. 

Russian losses from February 24th – Reported equipment losses by Russia reflect – 7,545 of which: destroyed: 2571, 

damaged: 80, abandoned: 318, captured: 1,375, including Tanks, AFV’s (Armored Fighting Vehicles), IFVs (Infantry 

Fighting Vehicles), APC’s (Armored Personnel Carriers), MRAPs (Mine-resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles), IMVs 

(Infantry Mobility Vehicles), Command Posts and Communication Stations, Engineering Vehicles and Equipment, Self-

propelled Anti-Tank Missle Systems, Heavy Mortars, Towed Artillery, Self-propelled Artillery, MRLs (Multiple Rocket 

Launchers), Anti-aircraft Guns, Self-propelled Anti-aircraft Guns, SAMs (Surface to Air Missile Systems), Radars, Jammers 

and Deception Systems, Aircraft, Helicoptors, UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles), Naval Ships, Logistics Trains and multiple 

vehicles. 
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Ukrainian losses from February 24th – Reported equipment losses by Ukraine reflect - Ukraine – 1,159, of which: 

destroyed: 557, damaged: 27, abandoned: 35, captured: 540, including Tanks, AFVs, IFVs, APCs, IMVs, MRAPs, Command 

Posts and Communication Stations, Engineering Vehicles, Self-propelled Anti-Tank Missile Systems, Towed Artillery, Self-

propelled Artillery, Multiple Rocket Launchers, Anti-Aircraft Guns, Self-Propelled Anti-Aircraft Guns, Surface-To-Air 

Missile Systems, Radars And Communications Equipment, Jammers And Deception Systems, Aircraft, Helicopters, UAVs, 

Naval Ships, Logistics Trains and multiple vehicles. 

Russian Challenges in Missile Resupply - After more than three months of its undeclared war of aggression against 

Ukraine, Russia fired over 2,100 cruise missiles and short-range ballistic missiles at targets inside the embattled country. 

Now it is facing a growing deficit of these types of stand-off weapons. And military observers and strategists are 

increasingly questioning how long it will take or even if Russia will ever be able to fully restore its depleted missile arsenal. 

Throughout this conflict, Russia has used eight major types of missiles against Ukraine:  

• Kalibr family of sea-based long-range (more than 600 kilometers) cruise missiles  

• Kh-555 air-launched long-range cruise missiles, converted from Soviet-era Kh-55 cruise missiles that were 

manufactured in Ukraine 

• Kh-101 air-based long-range cruise missiles, which Russia developed on the basis of the Kh-55/Kh-555 missiles 

• Kh-22 and Kh-32 air-launched, long-range, liquid-fueled supersonic cruise missiles, carried only by Tu-22M3 

bombers 

• Iskander-M ground-based tactical ballistic missiles (up to 500 km range) and probably Iskander-K ground-based 

long-range cruise missiles (also known as 9M729 missiles and part of the Kalibr family) 

• Tochka-U Soviet-era tactical ballistic missiles (up to 120 km range) 

• Oniks ground-based, anti-ship, long-range scramjet cruise missiles, which are being used against ground targets 

• Kh-59 and presumably Kh-35 tactical cruise missiles (with a range below 300 km) 

By June 2022, Russia had used up most of its missile stockpile. Moreover, hundreds of Soviet-era Kh-555 missiles and Kh-

22 missiles are apparently close to exhaustion and are non-reproducible. Tochka-Us are also no longer possible to build. 

Consequently, understanding Russia’s problem with resupplying its rocket-artillery and air forces boils down to its 

manufacturing rate of modern missile varieties. 

Russia’s current maximum annual production capacity is likely no higher than 225 Oniks, Kalibr, Kh-101, 9M729 and Kh-

59 cruise missiles, and Iskander-M tactical ballistic missiles. Increasing this number seems doubtful given the country’s 

deficit of human capital and embargo on supplies of industrial equipment. Even if it was able to maintain this level of 

productivity for the foreseeable future, it will take it at least ten years before it can restore its pre-war stockpile of 

precision-guided stand-off munitions. In these circumstances, Russia may be limited to carrying out singular but regular 

missile strikes designed mostly to have a psychological effect, while every few months or so, firing off salvos of tens of 

missiles against industrial and/or infrastructure objects. But of course, these Russian tactics will have to undergo further 

change if Ukraine obtains advanced air- and missile-defense systems in sufficient numbers from the West. 

Russia is allegedly trying to recruit foreign fighters from Syria to take Kyiv, U.S. officials told the Wall Street 

Journal. “It is unclear how many fighters have been identified, but some are already in Russia preparing to enter the 

conflict.” And for Kyiv, an estimated 16,000 foreigners have allegedly volunteered to fight for Ukraine’s “international 

legion,” according to remarks from Zelenskyy last week. 
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Despite failures in Ukraine, don’t underestimate Russia’s armed forces –  

A decade of successful posturing 

The 2014 conflict appeared to show that the Russian modernization, which had started in 2010, had borne fruit, an 

impression that was largely confirmed by Moscow’s ostensibly successful deployment to Syria in 2015. 

There, Russian forces reportedly engaged targets using real-time reconnaissance passed from the battlefield back to the 

National Defence Management Centre in Moscow. Russian forces employed a variety of cruise missiles to strike targets 

from as far away as the Caspian Sea and even tested the Orion armed UAV for the first time in 2018. 

Alongside this, regular reports from the Russian Ministry of Defence indicated that the latest weapon systems were 

entering service at pace. The first T-90M Proryv main battle tank was delivered in April 2020 and deliveries of T-72B3Ms 

and T-80BVMs were reported frequently, as were the well-publicised deliveries of BMD-4M infantry fighting vehicles for 

Russia’s airborne forces (VDV). 

Most exercises included some form of UAV and artillery coordination and the Russian air force gathered new planes at 

an impressive rate, whilst its air defence systems grew in number and complexity. 

Why Russia’s armed forces struggled in Ukraine 

All of this, and the perceived dire state of Ukrainian forces in February 2022, gave analysts cause for concern. It seemed 

certain that the advanced Russian military would brush Ukrainian forces aside within a matter of days. However, as 

Operation Z unfolded, it became clear that something was amiss – not only were Russian forces failing to achieve their 

initial objectives, but they were failing to meet basic military standards. 

It is true that Ukrainian resistance has been phenomenal; however, there remains a question over the Russian armed 

forces and the threat they may or may not pose to Europe and Russia’s other neighbours. As Michael Kofman, director 

of the Russia Studies Programme at CNA has remarked, the challenge is to convince people that the Russians are not 

“four feet tall.” 

On one hand, the Russian operation in Ukraine has been characterised by poor assumptions and intelligence failings. It 

is apparent that Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) had provided an erroneous assessment of the situation in Ukraine, 

which led to the belief that regime change would be welcomed and that resistance would be low. 

The purging of 150 FSB officers in April stands as a mark of Putin’s dissatisfaction with the service’s performance on 

Ukraine. It seems reasonable to assume that at least some of the failings are due to the FSB leading the structure of the 

operation and that weaknesses inherent in the FSB impacted its ability to provide an honest judgement of the situation. 

Furthermore, the level of secrecy around the operation meant that some of the units originally fighting in Ukraine were 

not provided with any warning of what they were about to do, believing instead that they were embarking on an exercise. 

Similar conditions reportedly occurred in 2014, with Russian troops reporting that they were expecting to be on exercise 

rather than at war. 

Building future deterrence against Russia 

One final element to consider is the bigger picture of Russia’s military organisation. It has demonstrated the ability to 

deploy massed cruise and ballistic missiles in strikes against Ukraine’s critical national infrastructure and some evidence 

suggests these attacks are growing in sophistication with multiple missile types reaching a target simultaneously. Russia’s 

deterrence ultimately rests on its nuclear triad, which remains the largest inventory of nuclear weapons in the world. 
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Failings in Ukraine do not prove that Russia’s nuclear arsenal is incapable of holding the Western way of life at risk. 

Because of this, analysts, government, and industry must carefully consider what lessons the war in Ukraine provides 

about Russia as a country and as a military. 

It is unlikely that Russia will be written off as a threat, but the threat that it presents should be carefully considered 

against the ability of the Russian military to project force and achieve Moscow’s national goals. This can then inform the 

way in which NATO chooses to conduct deterrence in the coming years. 

Impacts 

Kyiv, Moscow Are Both Racing Against Time In Ukraine, Says Former U.S. Defense Official - The real 

question is if arms replenishments can arrive on the battlefield in a relevant timeline and there's really several factors to 

that. 

One is a back-end factor, meaning how long does it take for these Western governments to agree and then have those 

orders work their way down through the bureaucracy? Then there is ensuring that the weapons actually get on transits 

across the Atlantic and all the logistical things you need to get right so [they're] in Ukraine. So how long transit takes is a 

big piece affecting the timeline. Then the last piece is an integration issue for the Ukrainian military. 

I think that's one of the areas where we're seeing a lot of hang-ups. It's one thing to provide someone with a weapon 

system, but it's another thing to train them on how to use it and also be effective. [Plus] it's a whole other thing to train 

them on how to sustain that weapon system over time and coordinate its effects with the effects of all the other new 

weapons systems that the Ukrainians are trying to bring into their armed forces right now. 

The Ukrainians are trying to do this under battlefield conditions and with forces that are made up increasingly less of the 

experienced corps of fighters that have been fighting in Ukraine since 2014. Those troops are starting to become 

casualties of war and so you've got this concatenation of difficult challenges -- from political agreements down to tactical 

usages and personnel problems -- facing the Ukrainians and that's going to make it hard for these weapon systems to be 

integrated. 

Now with that all being said, I do think that they can be integrated, but in all likelihood on a timeline of months, not 

weeks. 

Another factor is how long can Russia sustain this sort of mass artillery barrage on three fronts that we're seeing in 

Kharkiv, then in the Donbas -- especially with Syevyerodonetsk right now -- and then another front down in Kherson. 

In each of those, you see a heavy application of Russian firepower, which is something that the Russians have designed 

their forces for. This focus on heavy artillery is how Russian doctrine is designed to operate and it's meant to allow them 

to destroy enemy cities and any points of difficulty Russian troops might face. So, when you hear commentators 

sometimes saying that the Russians just are unprofessional because they are attacking cities, it couldn't be further from 

the case. From the Russian perspective, it was very much their plan and it's definitely a feature and not a bug. 

So, the question is then how long can Russia sustain that and you see pretty clear evidence of difficulties on the Russian 

side, particularly in terms of equipment and personnel. 

We're already seeing Russian trains filled with equipment coming out of storage and its oftentimes older equipment. The 

Russians are essentially going back to the warehouses and pulling them out of storage, while also trying to scrounge up 

additional forces from deep inside Russia. They're also trying to sign up whoever they can enlist. 
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Also, because they're on the offensive in most places right now, they face some coming difficulties. It's not just about 

your ability to fight at the front, it's also once you're at the front do you have the reserves and the additional manpower 

necessary to drive through whatever gap you've created into enemy territory? And the answer thus far for Russia is "no." 

The Ukrainians are running low on artillery shells, and I think the artillery battles matter, but I don't think that there's any 

way for the Ukrainians to meaningfully win a symmetrical artillery duel with the Russians. So, it really comes down to 

how long can the Ukrainians hold out on these three fronts, and can they hold out long enough that those weapons 

systems can actually arrive and be effective on the battlefield. 

If they can do that, I think they've got a hope of holding on to some of these territories and maybe even making some 

limited counterattacks. Although again, much like how the Russians face these personnel and equipment shortfalls, the 

Ukrainians face similar problems. They just don't have enough in reserve in terms of trained soldiers or equipment to 

make a big gain when they poke a hole in the Russian lines. 

Finally, there's the wider political and economic sustainability of the war. 

On the Russian side, this is how long can [Russian President Vladimir] Putin and his regime continue what they call a 

"special military operation" rather than really declaring this an actual war and mobilizing their population. 

On the Western side, how long can this coalition -- which is pretty solid so far, although with some clear exceptions -- 

keep supplying Ukraine with intelligence, weapons, and supplies? How long can that stay together? (Radio Free Europe). 

Russia Might Try Reckless Cyber Attacks as Ukraine War Drags On, US Warns - As the Ukraine war continues, 

U.S. officials worry that Russia might resort to new sorts of cyberattacks that could have big unintended consequences.  

“I do think there is a risk that the deeper you get into this conflict that the Russians will…be pressed to resort to more 

aggressive operations,” Neal Higgins, the deputy national cyber director for national cybersecurity at the White House’s 

Office of the National Cyber Director, said. If you're acting quickly and desiring a large impact, there is a risk that you lose 

control and that that did occur. It certainly is a risk that we continue to monitor across the government.” 

Higgins was alluding to the 2017 NotPetya attacks, which spread beyond their intended targets—Ukrainian power 

companies—and went on to be the most destructive cyber event in history, infecting computers across the globe, 

including in Russia. 

Five years on, Higgins said, the United States government is much better prepared for such an attack—particularly since 

last fall, when Russia began to mass troops along the Ukrainian border. He highlighted better coordination between the 

public and private sectors and infrastructure providers.  

“When we had more detailed tactical information, that allowed them to take the necessary steps to defend their 

network,” he said. But he also warned that some private network providers still haven’t taken simple steps to better 

protect their networks. 

Russia has already launched cyberattacks in Ukraine to support its invasion, Crowdstrike founder (since departed) and 

current head of the Silverado Policy Accelerator Dmitri Alperovitch said on Tuesday. Hours before tanks crossed the 

border in February, Russian hackers struck the Viasat communications network. But Russian ground commanders were 

too uncoordinated to take advantage of the disruption. 

 “If you don't follow through on that, you're going to lose that advantage. Because the one problem of course with cyber 

is that it's hard to have lasting effects,” Alperovitch said in a separate Tech Summit session.  

Another thing that’s changed from 2017 is the level of Ukrainian preparedness, thanks in part to partnership with U.S. 

Cyber Command and other entities. Mike Rogers, who led U.S. Cyber Command and the NSA, said at the Tech Summit 
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the Ukrainians have learned how to quickly identify and re-constitute networks that are hit by cyberattacks, which makes 

even novel and potentially destructive attacks a lot less damaging.  

“You have seen the Russians excel in cyber in relatively static operations against moderately prepared network structures 

where they've had significant time to develop a campaign weeks in seven months,” said Rogers, a retired admiral. “What 

the situation in Ukraine shows is that they are not strong against well-prepared dynamic networks whose security 

dimensions are changing regularly and fairly rapidly with high levels of preparedness, with high levels of defensive 

capability.” 

IMF warns “severe consequences” are coming for the global economy - especially for families whose largest 

expenses are food and fuel. And those consequences are set to endure for a fairly long time, according to a statement 

released Saturday. 

Containment 

Lots more weapons are headed to Ukraine. 

After several days of requests from officials in Kyiv, 

the White House said Wednesday that it's sending 

another billion dollars in weapons to Ukraine. That 

includes more howitzer artillery systems, Javelin anti-

tank weapons, Harpoon anti-ship rockets, and more. 

So far, the U.S. and allies have given Ukraine almost 

97,000 anti-tank systems, America's top military 

officer, Joint Chiefs Chairman Army Gen. Mark Milley, 

told reporters Wednesday during the first of two days 

of defense talks with top Ukrainian military officials in 

Brussels. That's "More anti-tank systems than there 

are tanks in the world," he said. 

And that's certainly not all. "They asked for 10 

battalions of artillery; 12 battalions of artillery were 

delivered," Milley continued. "They asked for 200 

tanks; they got 237 tanks. They asked for 100 infantry 

fighting vehicles; they got over 300. We've delivered, 

roughly speaking, 1,600 or so air defense systems and 

about 60,000 air defense rounds." 

Milley's big-picture take: "It's a fair statement to say 

that [Russian forces are] gaining ground tactically, but 

it's very, very slow," he told NPR in a short interview 

on Wednesday. 

"The Russians have lost probably somewhere in the 

tune of 20 to 30 percent of their armored force," the 

chairman said, and added, "That's significant. That's 

huge. So the Ukrainians are fighting a very effective 

fight tactically with both fires and maneuver." 
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The U.S. is sending an additional $1 billion in arms to Ukraine, including more howitzers, Javelins, long-range munitions, 

and Harpoon anti-ship systems. But Russia’s slow advance in the east is raising the larger question of whether those new 

weapons will be enough—and arrive fast enough—to make a difference.  

The Harpoons will be truck-launched, a variant the U.S. military does not have. The Pentagon worked with industry to 

create the new coastal-defense version, which will fire missiles provided by European partners from U.S. launchers, said 

a defense official who briefed reporters at the Pentagon said Wednesday.  

The latest tranche brings total U.S. military aid offered to Ukraine to $5.6 billion since the Feb. 24 invasion and $6.3 billion 

since the start of the Biden administration. It includes no drones. 

In the latest tranche, the U.S. will provide:  

• 18 155mm howitzers; 

• 36,000 rounds of 155mm ammunition; 

• 18 tactical vehicles to tow 155mm Howitzers;  

• Additional HIMARS ammunition; 

• Four tactical vehicles to recover equipment; 

• Spare parts and other equipment. 

• Two Harpoon coastal defense systems; 

• Thousands of secure radios; 

• Thousands of night vision devices, thermal sights, and other optics; 

• Funding for training, maintenance, sustainment, transportation, and administrative costs. 

NATO Force Presence in Baltics Needs Upgrade, Estonian Defense Leader Says - NATO must station more 

forces in the Baltic nations to provide a more credible deterrent after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Estonian defense 

secretary said Wednesday. 

Kusti Salm, the permanent secretary of the Estonian Ministry of Defense, said the number of NATO troops in Estonia, 

Lithuania, Latvia today, which is intended to act as a “tripwire” for Russian aggression, is too small to deter Russian 

aggression or quickly push back troops from Moscow. In the time it would take for a large enough NATO force to respond, 

Russia would have already destroyed cities and killed civilians, leaving the alliance with the tougher task of liberating land 

rather than defending it in the first place, Salm said.  

“The current NATO strategy of tripwire defense or deterrence by punishment…is clearly politically obsolete,” he said at 

a Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments event to roll out a report on Baltic security. “We need to shift from 

tripwire…to deterrence by denial.” 

In 2016, after Russia annexed Crimea, NATO agreed to send rotational battlegroups to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and 

Poland. When Moscow further invaded Ukraine in February, the alliance established four new battlegroups in Bulgaria, 

Hungary, Romania, and Slovakia. More than 40,000 NATO troops are on the eastern front of the alliance to deter 

encroachment from Russia. 

The U.S. will send 400 more troops to Lithuania - Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced Monday during a 

stopover in the Baltic nation. 

More Than 50 Nations Pledge to Help Build Ukraine's Defense - Representatives from more than 50 nations 

pledged to get more military capabilities into the hands of Ukrainian forces battling Russian invaders, Secretary of 

Defense Lloyd J. Austin III said today in Brussels. 
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Austin chaired the third meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group. The group is looking to get Ukraine what it needs 

to fight the battle developing in the Donbas region of the country. 

Austin and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Army Gen. Mark A. Milley briefed the media at NATO headquarters following 

the meeting. 

"I'm especially pleased that defense leaders from some 50 countries came together here today," Austin said. "It's a 

testament to the on-the-ground impact of this contact group that it continues to grow." 

Putin 

Putin seen gripping table with veins bulging as illness rumors mount - Putin was once again seen apparently 

gripping a table for dear life — appearing tense as his veins bulge, amid mounting speculation about his possible declining 

health. 

The Kremlin leader’s vise grip was captured in footage taken during a meeting in Moscow with Sergei Kulikov, CEO of the 

RusNano State Corp., according to the UK’s Metro. 

Putin’s awkward appearance mirrors his meeting with Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu in April, when he was seen grasping 

a desk for support, also with his right hand, while looking bloated. 

And it comes days after he was seen shaking and struggling to stand during an awards ceremony at the Kremlin, where 

he awarded filmmaker Nikita Mikhailov the State Prize of the Russian Federation. 

Is there any possibility that internal factions are behind Putin’s continuing “illness?” 

Fed-Up Wives Of Vladimir Putin’s Apparently Missing Troops Are Demanding Answers Over Their 

Whereabouts - Putin’s war on Ukraine is not going as easily as planned, and troops’ wives and mothers are incensed 

over their mystery whereabouts. It’s a sad addendum to news that Putin’s crumbling army is losing officers like crazy 

(including a top commander, “The Executioner,” who got whacked by a Ukrainian sniper).  

Things are also very much not great at home for Putin with rumors of ill health and assassination attempts swirling, 

prompting his inner circle to allegedly plot to insert a successor while Putin’s political future appears to be in jeopardy 

for various reasons. 

On the battlefield, troops have already been reported to have had enough with the Kremlin’s ill-advised, shoddy plans. 

Putin seems to have expected Ukraine to immediately fold, which didn’t happen, and leaked audio revealed how troops 

threatened to blow up their general. Back to the home front though, wives and mothers of some of those troops are 

demanding answers after their husbands and sons were due back on June 6 but never materialized. And the Kremlin has 

ignored their pleas for information. 

As Newsweek reports, these emotional wives and mothers are marching in the streets after their family members were 

ordered into battle in eastern Ukraine, and four months later, no one will say where they are: 

“From their 121st regiment, only the 4th company (battalion) made it here,” a woman said, adding that 

the military unit “refuses” to tell them where their husbands and sons are and that nobody is giving them 

any information. 

“Where are our husbands and sons? This is how they mobilized our husbands and sons, took them from 

their jobs–they haven’t been home even for a day,” the woman said. “We don’t know what’s happening 

to them now, whether they are alive or not, no one can give us an answer to that. How is this possible? 

Two hundred people, is that a needle in a haystack? Answer us, to whom should we appeal?” 
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It’s a sobering reminder that, after the world delighted at Putin’s botched invasion and endless reports of fired and/or 

missing commanders, plenty of troops are falling by the wayside (or simply missing or lost) as well. And it appears that 

the Kremlin isn’t even letting their families know what’s happening to their loved ones (husbands, fathers, and sons) from 

this region, the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR), where all men were involuntarily mobilized into this ongoing cluster of 

a war. 

There are thousands of bodies of Russian soldiers still in Ukraine. Russia has not pursued a policy of retrieving their dead 

and wounded, leaving them in Ukraine where home forces have been collecting the bodies and storing them in 

refrigerated trains. Ukraine has continually demanded that Russia collect their dead, asking for a swap for their dead 

Ukrainian soldiers’ bodies. Russia appears unmoved by such pressure. 

There is a reason for Russia’s approach. If they suddenly returned 30,000 Russian soldiers’ bodies to loved ones, it will 

create a huge reaction from mothers and families. They want to avoid this as much as possible. 

Up to now they have been “dripping” casualties back into Russia and stating that they have been killed in unrelated 

“accident” and “incidents” in remote areas of Russia. By adopting a “drip drip” approach, and predominantly into remote 

Russian zones, they hope to subdue the message. If bodies are returned in reduced numbers, then emotional reactions 

are suppressed. 

But the problem does not go away. Russian conscript soldiers serve one-year terms and then return home. The annual 

Russian cycle of recruitment started April 1st and conscripts returning home should have started arriving back at home a 

few weeks thereafter. But this is not happening in large numbers as more than 30,000 have been killed, whose bodies 

are still in Ukraine. 

We can look for 30,000 aggrieved families to start asking about the whereabouts of their loved one very shortly. 

Watch this space. 

Thousands of Russians took to the streets over last weekend in cities across the increasingly walled-off nation. 

More than 3,000 of them had been arrested by Sunday, the New York Times reported, calling it “the highest nationwide 

total officially reported in any single day of protest in recent memory.” 

Lithuania Parliament Urges Criminal Prosecution of Russian Leadership - The Lithuanian parliament on 

Thursday called for the criminal prosecution of Russia's leadership for its invasion of Ukraine and what it said is the wide-

scale forced deportation of Ukrainians to Russian territory. 

At least a million Ukrainians were deported to Russia and Russian-controlled territories, including 200,000 children, the 

parliament said in a motion that was passed unanimously. 

Moscow calls its nearly three-month-old invasion a "special military operation" to rid Ukraine of fascists, an assertion 

Kyiv and its Western allies say is a baseless pretext for an unprovoked war.  

"Justice will only be achieved through the prosecution of Russian leaders, other high-ranking organizers of the crimes, 

and direct perpetrators of the hostilities and the civilian deportations in Ukraine", the motion said. 

Putin still wants a 'significant portion' of Ukraine or even the whole country, but Russia won't be able to 

do it: Pentagon official - Putin likely still wants to control a "significant portion" of Ukraine or even capture the entire 

eastern European country — but he likely won't succeed in that mission, according to a top Pentagon official.  

"I still think he has designs on a significant portion of Ukraine, if not the whole country," US Under Secretary of Defense 

for Policy Colin Kahl said on Tuesday, Reuters reported.  
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Kahl, while speaking at the Center for a New American Security's National Security Conference, added, "That said, I do 

not think he can achieve those objectives," according to the news outlet.  

The US official said that Russian forces "may make tactical gains here and there" in the Kremlin's months-long unprovoked 

war against Ukraine, but that the "Ukrainians are holding tough." 

"I do not think the Russians have the capacity to achieve those grandiose objectives," Kahl explained. Kahl said that the 

Russians have been making incremental gains in the south and east of Ukraine, but that the Ukrainians have remained 

"stalwart defenders." 

Sanctions 

Russia’s War in Ukraine and Kaliningrad’s Final Farewell to the Gains of the Past - Moscow’s war against 

Ukraine and ensuing international sanctions have particularly harmed Kaliningrad Oblast, a coastal exclave that is 

physically separated from Russia and wedged between two European Union and NATO members. Local sources have 

reported skyrocketing prices for both consumer and non-consumer goods. For instance, average inflation for construction 

materials has reached 70 percent (compared to the second quarter of 2021), while prices in some categories increased 

by 266 percent. Similarly, in terms of foodstuffs, prices increased by 12.8 percent. Such inflation rates have placed the 

oblast among the top five worst regional economic performers in Russia. Equally worrying trends for the oblast can be 

seen in manufacturing and other industries, where average productivity growth rates have decreased by 6.2 percent 

(compared to 2021). Some industries, such as lumber and furniture production, have even seen their productivity shrink 

by over 20 percent. 

As a result, according to a recent survey, more than 85 percent of businesses in Kaliningrad indicate that they have been 

severely affected by international sanctions. 

Exxon Mobil Will Bleed Russia Dry - The Russian invasion of Ukraine is about to reshape Europe’s energy markets 

forever. The geopolitical tensions are unlikely to ease anytime soon, which is a good thing for oil companies such as Exxon 

Mobil, as they’ll continue to benefit from high oil prices. 

As Europe strengthens its energy security, Exxon Mobil now has a real opportunity to expand its presence on the old 

continent by taking some portion of Russia’s market share there. 

Russia says West ‘shot itself in the head’ with energy sanctions - Russia said on Wednesday (16 June) that the 

West had “shot itself in the head” by trying to limit energy imports from the oil and gas fields of Siberia due to the Ukraine 

conflict, in sharp contrast to China which has increased deliveries of energy. 

The war in Ukraine – and the West’s attempt to isolate Russia as punishment for the invasion – have sent the price of 

grain, cooking oil, fertiliser and energy soaring while Europe has vowed to reduce its dependence on Russian oil and gas. 

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Russia’s strategic partnership with China had withstood attempts 

by the West to sow discord while the United States and its European allies had destroyed their relationship with Moscow. 

“Energy supplies are steadily increasing, China knows what it wants and doesn’t shoot itself in the foot. While to the west 

of Moscow, they shoot themselves in the head,” Zakharova told reporters. 

“The West isolated itself from us,” Zakharova said. 

She cast the European Union as plotting a “suicidal” course by trying to diversify away from Russian energy which has 

supplied Germany since the height of the Cold War. 
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Britain Sanctions Russian Patriarch for ‘Prominent Support’ of Ukraine War - The United Kingdom Thursday 

has unveiled sanctions against the head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, for his support of Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine. 

“Today we are targeting the enablers and perpetrators of Putin’s war who have brought untold suffering to Ukraine,” the 

British government said in a statement. 

Europe is making it much harder for Russia to ship oil anywhere - The European Union's embargo on 90% of 

the oil it imports from Russia is the toughest punishment it's inflicted on the Kremlin since President Vladimir Putin 

ordered the invasion of Ukraine. 

But a smaller part of the latest sanctions package could prove just as significant. A ban on insuring ships carrying Russian 

oil would make it harder for Moscow to divert hundreds of thousands of barrels a day to other buyers in India and China, 

and that could drive global oil prices even higher. 

"Targeting the insurance side of things is the best shot at halting Russian crude flows instead of just redirecting them," 

said Matt Smith, lead oil analyst at Kpler, a market intelligence firm. 

The European Union has announced that EU companies will be blocked from "insuring and financing the transport" of 

Russian oil to third-party countries after a transitional period of six months. 

"This will make it particularly difficult for Russia to continue exporting its crude oil and petroleum products to the rest of 

the world since EU operators are important providers of such services," the Commission, the EU's executive arm, said in 

a statement. 

South Africa is becoming Europe’s alternative to Russian coal - Starting in mid-August, European Union 

countries will stop importing coal from Russia, which means they’ll have to find alternative suppliers. Already, South 

Africa is one such supplier, and the world’s fifth largest exporter of coal. 

Between January and May of this year, roughly 40% more tons of coal have been exported to Europe from South Africa’s 

Richards Bay Coal Terminal (RBCT) than were exported in all of 2021, according to Reuters. Recipient countries include 

Spain, Poland, and Germany, which did not import any South African coal last year, as well as France, which increased its 

imports sevenfold year-over-year. 

The war-induced increase in European demand arrives against a backdrop of South Africa’s plan to wean its electricity 

infrastructure off coal. The country secured $8.5 billion from the EU, Britain, France, Germany, and the US during last 

year’s COP26 climate conference to finance a shift away from coal; its target is $27.6 billion. 

Russia exported 56.9 million tons of coal to Europe in 2021, and South Africa could theoretically match that with its own 

export target of 70 million tons for 2022. But that seems unlikely: According to Reuters, South Africa’s 2022 performance 

thus far suggests it may not even replicate the 58.72 million tons it exported last year (in total, not just to Europe). Among 

the reasons for declining exports: poor rail infrastructure that slows the movement of coal from mines to RBCT. 

Geopolitics 

China says it will raise its defense spending by 7.1%, which is more than last year but not as high as 2019, CNBC 

reported on Saturday. That would bring the total to around 1.45 trillion yuan, $230.16 billion. 

EU Leaders Back Ukraine Membership Bid In Trip To War-torn Kyiv - The European Union's most powerful 

leaders on Thursday embraced Ukraine's bid to be accepted as a candidate for EU membership, in a powerful symbol of 

support in Kyiv's battle against Russia's invasion. 
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French President Emmanuel Macron, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Italian premier Mario Draghi arrived in 

Ukraine by train and headed to the Kyiv suburb of Irpin, scene of fierce battles early in the brutal war. 

They were later joined in Kyiv by Romania's President Klaus Iohannis and met their Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr 

Zelensky, who has been lobbying his western allies for most and faster weapons deliveries and the promise of a European 

future. 

"All four of us support the status of immediate candidate for accession," Macron told a joint press conference with his 

EU colleagues. 

Draghi agreed: "The most important message of our visit is that Italy wants Ukraine in the EU." 

Scholz said Ukraine "belongs in the European family" and vowed: "We are supporting Ukraine with the deliveries of 

weapons. We will keep doing that for as long as it is needed." 

Dutch Spies Foil Russian Plot to Infiltrate War Crimes Court - A Dutch intelligence agency said it foiled a Russian 

attempt to plant a spy in the International Criminal Court who was attempting to pose as a Brazilian intern to gain 

information about the court’s investigation into Russia’s attack on Ukraine. 

Kosovo pledges to file EU application by end of year - Kosovar Prime Minister Albin Kurti says his country will 

formally apply to become a member of the European Union by the end of 2022 despite concerns over tensions with 

neighboring Serbia, also an EU aspirant. 


