
 

1 
 

Conflict Update # 294 

December 14th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 96,000 (740) soldiers killed, 2,970 (+4) enemy tanks, 5,937 (+7) armored  combat vehicles, 1,931 (+2) 

artillery systems, 404 (+0) MLRS systems, 211 (+0) air defense systems, 286 (+0) warplanes, 264 (+0) helicopters, 1,617 

(+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 592 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,562 (+13) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 171 (+1) units of equipment. 

Developments 

Russian forces are accidentally killing their own soldiers - Ukraine's military on Saturday provided an update 

about its war with Russia that said opposing forces had engaged in the accidental killing of their own troops. 
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The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine posted on its Facebook page that in "addition to the significant losses 

of servicemen of the Russian occupation forces on the territory of Ukraine as a result of the actions of units of the 

Defense Forces of Ukraine, the enemy also suffers losses from the so-called 'friendly fire.'" 

The post also said that the accidental deaths among the ranks of Putin's military came as a result of their ill preparation. 

"This is a consequence of the low training of tank and artillery crews, as well as the lack of interaction and 

communication between units," the update said. 

Combat readiness inspection in Belarus to be monitored by Ukraine, Border Service says - The Belarusian 

MoD says it is carrying out an inspection of its armed forces' combat readiness, a move that the Ukrainian MoD said it is 

monitoring as it observes cooperation between Russia and Belarus. 

The inspection was initiated on behalf of President Lukashenka under the leadership of the State Secretariat of the 

Security Council, the Belarusian MoD said in a statement yesterday, adding that it will have "a complex nature." 

"The troops will need to go to the designated 

areas as soon as possible, implement their 

engineering equipment, organize security and 

defense, as well as conduct bridge crossings," the 

ministry said. 

The move comes as Russia continues its Ukrainian 

invasion and has staged some of its military 

operations from Belarus, whose leaders support 

Russia's invasion and have allowed their territory 

to be used by the Russian army for training, 

redeployment, air strikes, and missile attacks. 

Belarusian forces remain unlikely to attack 

Ukraine despite this snap readiness check as the 

exercise does not appear to be cover for 

concentrating Belarusian and/or Russian forces 

near jumping-off positions for an invasion of 

Ukraine, involving Belarusian elements deploying 

to training grounds across Belarus, conducting 

engineering tasks, and practicing crossing the 

Neman and Berezina rivers (which are over 170 

km and 70 km away from the Belarusian-

Ukrainian border, respectively).  

Social media footage posted on yesterday showed 

a column of likely Belarusian infantry fighting 

vehicles and trucks reportedly moving from 

Kolodishchi (just east of Minsk) toward Hatava 

(6km south of Minsk). Their forces reportedly 

deployed 25 BTR-80s and 30 trucks with 

personnel toward Malaryta, Brest (about 15 km 

from Ukraine).  
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Russian T-80 tanks reportedly deployed from the Obuz-Lesnovsky Training Ground in Brest, Belarus, to the Brest 

Training Ground also in Brest (about 30 km from the Belarusian-Ukrainian Border) around December 12, as well as 

reportedly deploying three MiG-31K interceptors to the airfield in Machulishchy.  

These deployments are likely part of ongoing Russian information operations suggesting that Belarusian conventional 

ground forces might join Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  

ISW has written at length about why Belarus is extraordinarily unlikely to invade Ukraine in the foreseeable future. 

Ukraine shoots down all drones - For the first time in Russia's ongoing 294-day invasion of Ukraine, President 

Zelenskyy says his troops in Kyiv were able to shoot down all elements of an attempted aerial attack from Moscow's 

military. That allegedly included 13 Iranian-made Shahed-136 and 131 drones fired "from the direction of the eastern 

coast of the Sea of Azov," according to Ukraine's military. "More than 10" of those drones were "detected by radar 

means" in two different waves before they were destroyed. "Wreckage from the intercepted drones damaged an 

administrative building and four residential buildings," the Associated Press reports. Fortunately, no one appears to 

have died from the attacks Wednesday attacks.  

Russian and Ukrainian officials are speaking with each other - That's evident after more than 60 people were 

released from Russian captivity on Wednesday, according to Kyiv's military. That included an U.S. citizen, 35-year-old 

Suedi Murekezi. "The occupiers captured him back in June, in Kherson," Ukraine's armed forces said.  

Ukraine politician outlines 4 'consequences' of bombing Russian airfields - Ukrainian drone strikes on 

airfields deep inside Russian territory may not seem highly consequential for Russia, but in reality they will have key 

impacts on the course of the war, according to a Ukrainian politician. 

Explosions were reported at two airbases inside Russia: the Dyagilevo base in Russia's Ryazan region and the Engels 

base in the Saratov region. Russia said that three servicemen were killed in the blasts, four others were injured, and 

two aircraft were damaged, according to the Associated Press. Russia blamed the incident on Ukraine, saying that the 

war-torn country sent drones to attack the airbases and that Russian air defenses were able to shoot them down. 

Ukraine has not directly or publicly claimed responsibility for the strikes, but Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhailo 

Podolyak appeared to hint at potential involvement in a tweet posted after the explosions. 

Ihor Zhdanov, a co-founder of the Open Policy Foundation, a national government organization, wrote that though 

Russia's losses may look "rather insignificant," analyzing the outcome of the strikes will allow people to see "how they 

will undoubtedly affect the nature, course and results of the Russian-Ukrainian war." 

The first consequence, Zhdanov wrote, is that these incidents demonstrated Ukraine's ability to strike deep within 

Russian territory. 

With the Engels base located at least 600 kilometers, or nearly 373 miles, inside Russian territory, Ukraine's strikes last 

week indicate Ukraine has obtained weapons with the capability to hit distant targets inside Russia. 

Secondly, the air base strikes have decreased the Russian air force's level of combat readiness, Zhdanov wrote. Though 

Russia said two of its aircraft were damaged last week, Belarusian media outlet Nexta and independent Russian 

journalism channel Astra Telegram have both reported that two Tu-95 planes were in fact destroyed. 

Zhdanov wrote that Russia has a limited number of such planes, so the loss of the two Tu-95s, if true, would be 

consequential for both countries. 

Thirdly, there is also an important psychological impact with strikes such as these, Zhdanov said.  
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He wrote that they show Ukrainian citizens that their country's forces are capable of "preventively punishing an 

aggressor," something that can be especially significant as Russia carries out waves of missile attacks on Ukraine's 

civilian and power infrastructure. 

"Meanwhile the Russian occupiers have once again clearly realized that it will not be possible to sit out the war 

somewhere far behind the front line, deep in the rear," Zhdanov wrote. "If you are fighting against Ukraine, be ready to 

lose your life at any moment." 

Lastly, last week's Russian air base explosions demonstrate that Ukraine's defense industry can manufacture 

equipment that is critical for securing advantages and winning the war, Zhdanov said. 

Ukraine struck Russian bridge - Ukrainian forces have reportedly damaged a key bridge outside the southern city 

of Melitopol, a key objective 

for Kyiv in the region. Video 

posted online showed two 

supports of the bridge had 

been damaged during the 

attack, just two days after 

Ukraine hit a Russian 

barracks sited in a resort in 

the city, with HIMARS 

rockets causing substantial 

damage and casualties. 

Comment – There are new 

phrases coming out of the 

Ukrainian lexicon – “they’ve 

been HIMARS’d” and We’re 

going to HIMARS them” 

The town of Klintsy in Russia’s southern Bryansk region was shelled overnight by Ukraine, the regional 

governor claimed, adding that there were no casualties or damage. “As a result of the work of the air defence systems 

of the Russian Armed Forces, the missile was destroyed, some parts hit the territory of an industrial zone,” governor 

Alexander Bogomaz said on Telegram. 

The exiled mayor of Melitopol claims Russian troops are “redeploying” and “panicking” following Ukrainian attacks 

on the Russian-occupied city over the weekend. Russian forces “are busy moving their military groups to other places 

to try to hide them,” Ivan Fedorov said without providing evidence. 

Ukrainian intelligence reported that Russian forces are striking Ukraine with missiles that Ukraine 

transferred to Russian in the 1990s as part of an international agreement that Russia explicitly violated by 

invading Ukraine in 2014 and 2022. In a comment to The New York Times Ukrainian GUR representative Vadym 

Skibitsky said Russian forces are using ballistic missiles and Tu-160 and Tu-95 strategic bombers that Ukraine 

transferred to Russia as part of the Budapest Memorandum, whereby Ukraine transferred its nuclear arsenal to Russia 

for decommissioning.  

Russia, the US and the UK committed in return to "respect the independence and sovereignty and existing borders of 

Ukraine." This agreement has generated some debate about whether or not it committed the US and UK to defend 
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Ukraine, which it did not do. There can be no debate, however, that by this agreement Russia explicitly recognized that 

Crimea and areas of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts it occupied in 2014 were parts of Ukraine. 

By that agreement Russia also committed "to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 

political independence of Ukraine," among many other provisions that Russia has violated. Skibitsky noted that Russia 

has removed the nuclear warhead from these decommissioned Kh-55 subsonic cruise missiles, which are now being 

used to launch massive missile strikes on Ukraine. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces yesterday continued 

limited counterattacks to regain 

positions northwest of Svatove with 

UGS reporting they repelled attacks 

toward Novoselivske and 

Stelmakhivka, both about 15km 

northwest of Svatove whilst a 

milblogger claimed Ukrainian troops 

northwest of Svatove are reinforcing 

positions in preparation for an 

anticipated Russian offensive in the 

area. Russian forces reportedly struck 

Kupyansk (45km northwest of 

Svatove) with S-300 surface-to-air 

missiles. 

Russian forces conducted limited 

counterattacks west of Kreminna in 

order to regain lost positions along 

the Svatove-Kreminna line. UGS 

advised its troops repelled attacks 

near Novoyehorivka (35km northwest 

of Kreminna), Makiivka (22km 

northwest of Kreminna), 

Chervonopopivka (5km north of 

Kreminna), and Bilohorivka (10km 

south of Kreminna).  

A milblogger warned Ukrainian forces 

are massing for a new offensive along 

the Svatove-Kreminna line and 

concentrating manpower and 

equipment in this area. The Russian 

MoD claimed Ukrainian forces west of 

Kreminna conducted unsuccessful 

ground attacks near Terny and 

Yampolivka.  

Another Russian source claimed that Russian troops are trying to push Ukrainian detachments back across the 

Zherebets River, also west of Kreminna. 
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Donetsk Oblast - Russian 

sources claimed their troops 

yesterday made marginal 

advances within Bakhmut. A 

Russian milblogger reported 

Wagner Group forces broke 

through Ukrainian defensive lines 

in the eastern part of Bakhmut 

and established full control of the 

Bakhmut Champagne Winery and 

"Siniat" enterprise and also 

claimed Russian troops are 

advancing down several streets in 

the southeastern and eastern 

sectors of Bakhmut. 

UGS noted its troops continue 

repelling assaults northeast of 

Bakhmut near Verkhnokamianske, 

Soledar, Yakovlivka, and 

Bakhmutske and south of Bakhmut 

near Klishchiivka, Kurdiumivka, 

and Mayorsk.  

A milblogger claimed Russian 

troops have established control of 

90% of Opytne, 3km south of 

Bakhmut and Russian sources 

continue to emphasize heavy 

Ukrainian losses and claim that 

Ukrainian troops are rotating or 

entirely withdrawing from parts of 

Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued ground assaults in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area whilst UGS reported enemy troops 

unsuccessfully attacked in the areas of Avdiivka and Marinka (on the southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City).  

DNR 11th Regiment posted footage of strikes on Ukrainian positions reportedly in Pervomaiske (10km southwest of 

Avdiivka), and a Russian milblogger claimed that the 11th Regiment and "Somalia" battalion are active in repelling 

Ukrainian counterattacks near Pervomaiske.  

Russian sources additionally claimed their troops took control of the road that runs from Marinka to Krasnohorivka 

(5km north of Marinka), which they highlighted as a major blow for the Ukrainian grouping on the southwestern 

outskirts of Donetsk City.  

Geolocated footage shows that Ukrainian forces have retaken positions east of Druzhby Prospekt in central Marinka, 

suggesting that ground in Marinka’s city center is constantly contested. Russian sources continued to claim that 

Ukrainian forces are conducting limited counterattacks in the face of Russian advances southwest of Donetsk City in the 

Vuhledar area. 
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Southern Axis - Russian forces may 

be withdrawing from certain areas 

south of the Dnipro River as they 

continue fortifying rear positions in 

occupied Kherson Oblast. UGS 

reported enemy forces in the Kherson 

direction are rotating individual units 

and are withdrawing from 

Novomykhailivka (west of the R47 

highway 23km west of Henichesk) and 

Mykhailivka (on the T2209 highway 

45km northwest of Henichesk). 

Ukrainian officials have previously 

stated they aim to prevent Russian 

forces from being able to approach 

the east (left) bank of the Dnipro 

River. Images posted on December 12 

show Russian forces erecting dragon’s 

teeth anti-tank fortifications near 

Viazivka, Zaporizhia Oblast (just west 

of Melitopol on the E56 Kherson City-

Melitopol highway) and Novotroitske 

(northwest of Henichesk on the R47 

Nova Kakhovka-Henichesk highway), 

Kherson Oblast. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian 

forces continued to shell areas on the 

west (right) bank of the Dnipro River, 

including Kherson City and its 

environs. 

Likely Ukrainian actors downed a 

bridge in Melitopol, Zaporizhia Oblast 

amid increased reports of Ukrainian strikes against Russian military assets near Melitopol within the past few days. 

Images from yesterday show significant damage and fallen spans of the M14/E58 bridge across the Molochna River in 

Melitopol (roughly 100km behind the front lines), and Russian occupation officials claimed that Ukrainian "saboteurs" 

detonated 15-20kg of explosives to down the bridge overnight.  

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation officials claimed Russian authorities will erect a temporary bypass bridge within two 

weeks and publicized alternate routes for ground transportation, whilst claiming the bridge attack did not affect 

Russian logistics routes between Melitopol and Crimea, but some milbloggers claimed otherwise and criticized 

occupation officials for not guarding the bridge. 

UGS reported their strikes destroyed the command post of the Russian 58th Combined Arms Army in Melitopol, and 

further strikes against Enerhodar, Tokmak, and Hulyaipole cumulatively wounded 150 personnel and destroyed three 

artillery installations and 10 pieces of equipment. 
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A milblogger noted ongoing Ukrainian strikes against rear areas in Zaporizhia Oblast resemble the Ukrainian strategy in 

advance of the Kherson counteroffensive and cautioned Russian forces to learn from military failures in Kherson Oblast. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) announced on December 13 that it has made progress in negotiations 

regarding the demilitarization of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant, and French President Emmanuel Macron 

claimed that both sides agreed to the removal of Russian heavy weapons from the ZNPP grounds (Ukraine has no 

weapons of any sort on the ZNPP grounds).  

Macron stated negotiations are ongoing regarding implementation of removal of Russian heavy weapons. Russian 

occupation officials and milbloggers balked at Macron’s announcement, falsely claiming his statement included the 

removal of light weapons from the ZNPP grounds.  

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation official Vladimir Rogov claimed Russian forces do not store heavy weapons at the ZNPP 

grounds and that the removal of light weapons, such as rifles, would compromise the physical security of the plant.  

ISW has previously reported on satellite imagery demonstrating Russian forces have stored heavy weapons on and 

around the ZNPP grounds, including under ZNPP infrastructure.  

IAEA DG Rafael Grossi stated he is confident all sides will reach an agreement regarding the ZNPP soon. An agreement 

regarding demilitarization of ZNPP remains unlikely to constitute a full or partial Russian military withdrawal from the 

ZNPP or Enerhodar and would not eliminate the ongoing threat to the ZNPP, as ISW has previously assessed. 

Russian forces continued to conduct routine fire west of Hulyaipole and in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv oblasts on 

December 12. Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces shelled Nikopol and Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, 

and Ochakiv, Mykolaiv Oblast. 

Putin 

Putin has to escalate to survive. There can be no lasting peace until he falls - Putin should expect more 

Ukrainian strikes deep inside Russian territory, such as those on two military airbases last week. US attempts to 

dissuade Kyiv’s leaders from taking the war to Russia in retaliation for Putin’s merciless missile and drone attacks on 

their people and cities were bound to fail eventually. 

It was asking too much. The strikes by newly developed, homemade, long-range drones, one of them only 150 miles 

from Moscow, are of a different order from previous attacks in Crimea and other Russian-occupied areas. They take the 

war to a more expansive, dangerous level – and represent the escalation that Nato allies fear most. 

The Ukrainians claim self-defense. Putin will see their actions as deeply provocative and will hit back any way he can. 

NATO’s secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, believes the ground war in the Donbas will become frozen this winter, 

pending spring offensives. Russian forces are on the back foot around Kherson in the south. 

So, while continuing his air attacks on Ukraine’s home front and, especially, the energy grid, Putin can also be expected 

to up the ante in asymmetrical, deniable and non-military ways to raise the cost to Kyiv and its backers. US insistence 

that it did not encourage or enable the airbase strikes cuts no ice with him. 

In truth, NATO’s efforts to contain the war inside Ukraine’s borders have already failed. Putin is escalating a global 

sanctions-busting fight with the G7 and EU, typified by his defiance of last week’s Russian oil export price cap. As winter 

cold bites, his ruthless weaponization of gas supplies is hitting home all across Europe. 

Diplomatically, his battle to divide opponents is intensifying. Putin’s admirer, Hungary’s Orbán, blocked €18bn in EU 

funding for Ukraine. Ukraine’s European embassies are coming under physical attack. Who gave the green light? 
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Nato applicants Finland and Sweden report increased cyberattacks. Putin is playing up fears of a military spillover. 

Poland and Moldova have experienced recent cross-border scares. Troops are on the move in Belarus, to the north of 

Ukraine. And Russia’s reckless president is again raising the spectre of nuclear weapons 

Suggestions that Russia’s depleted forces have, in effect, done their worst and are not capable of further escalation 

sound complacent. As Putin belatedly realizes he cannot bomb Kyiv into submission, he becomes ever more reliant on 

the “globalization” of the war. 

When he warned it would be a “long process,” he was not merely talking about his “special military operation.” The 

way he frames the conflict now is as a historic, all-encompassing confrontation between Russia plus like-minded 

authoritarian states, versus the western democracies. 

Meeting in Washington, the US president, Joe Biden and France’s president, Emmanuel Macron, seemed to broadly 

agree. Antony Blinken, the US secretary of state, summed it up last week: the world (meaning principally Russia, China, 

and the US and its allies) was “in a global competition to define what comes next,” he said 

It’s unlikely Putin planned it this way. But his failure to swiftly subjugate Ukraine in February, his subsequent, repeated 

tactical blunders and his need to survive politically and personally are driving him towards ideological and strategic, as 

well as military, escalations. NATO did not corner him. He cornered himself. 

The way hawkish US commentators see it, “what comes next,” to use Blinken’s phrase, is a struggle against an 

expanded axis of evil comprising founder members Iran and North Korea (which are arming Russian forces), China and 

dictatorships such as Syria, Nicaragua, Cuba, Venezuela and possibly other Middle East states. 

What Putin seems to want is a return to a 20th-century, Orwellian cold war model of a world divided into antagonistic 

power blocs, locked in rivalry, competing for acolytes and assets, and repressively ruled – on one side at least – by 

inculcated hatred, mass surveillance and fear. 

What a contrast between this dystopian prospect and an alternative paradigm, set out last week by Germany’s 

chancellor, Olaf Scholz. For a left-of-centre, social democratic politician, Scholz cuts a remarkably conservative figure. 

He plainly dislikes change. He would prefer things to go back to how they were. 

This, he suggests, means restoring Europe’s cooperative relationship with Russia, if not its present ruler, and a return to 

the post-1989 idea of security through trade and shared prosperity. Some say Putin’s actions since at least 2008, when 

he invaded Georgia, prove this is an illusion. But Scholz clings to it like a drowning man to a wooden plank. 

Scholz says Europe should work to re-establish the prewar “peace order” and resolve “all questions of common 

security” (code for Nato concessions) – if Putin renounces armed aggression. Writing in Foreign Affairs magazine, he 

said a new cold war must be avoided. 

“Germany and Europe can help defend the rules-based international order without succumbing to the fatalistic view 

that the world is doomed to once again separate into competing blocs,” he wrote. A multipolar world underpinned by 

the UN charter and respect for international law was still possible and desirable. (Comment – Germany is recognized in 

geopolitical channels as a diluting power, seen as dropping in influence quite rapidly over the next ten to fifteen years. 

Germany will be keenly aware of these estimations and will try and position itself to continue in an EU leadership role). 

Many Europeans and nearly half of Americans (47%) want to see a negotiated peace. Yet many in the “justice camp” 

call Scholz an appeaser and say such hopes are naive. Ukrainians reject any accommodation. They want Putin tried for 

war crimes – which must surely form part of any law-based path to conflict resolution. Putin himself shows no interest 

in talking. 
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That, in a nutshell, is the immediate, seemingly insurmountable problem obstructing all schemes and dreams of a 

benign postwar settlement. While Putin remains in power, peddling fantasies of a revived Russian global empire and 

squatting on Ukraine’s sovereign land, the way ahead is blocked. 

Putin’s fall is a prerequisite for lasting peace. 

Putin complains of Ukraine military's 'aggressive behaviour' - Putin has complained to Turkey about the 

"aggressive behavior" of Ukraine's military, as fierce fighting continues on multiple fronts amid freezing winter 

conditions. 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin spoke to reporters on Monday after meetings with Turkish officials in 

Istanbul, Russia's state-run Tass news agency reported. The diplomat criticized Ukraine and the U.S., accusing both of 

undermining potential peace talks. 

"We tried to provide Turkey with detailed information about the real situation on the ground, highlighting the totally 

aggressive behavior of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and its attacks on civilians in Donbas and other Russian regions," 

Vershinin said. 

Putin admitted Friday that a peace deal may be necessary to end the fighting, though showed no signs of downgrading 

his war goals. Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said Russia does not see any prospect for negotiations at this time. 

Putin's latest unexpected move has reignited health speculations once again - Peskov told reporters on 

Monday that Vladimir Putin will not address the annual end-of-the-year press event. He said: 

'As for the annual news conference, yes, there won't be one before the New Year, but we expect that the president will 

still find an opportunity to talk to [reporters], as he does regularly, including during his foreign visits.' 

This is the first time in ten years that Putin is cancelling the event. The move keeps ablaze the wild speculations about 

the health condition of the Russian President which have been raging for months. 

In a report, The Sun, referring to Vladimir Putin as ‘Sickly Vlad,’ says the Russian leader has been in a weak condition 

due to battling cancer and Alzheimer's. 

Russia outlines 'extreme measure' it could take against NATO nation - Russia's ambassador in London has 

outlined the most "extreme measure" it could take against the U.K.—severing diplomatic ties with the NATO military 

alliance member. 

In an interview published on Monday by pro-Kremlin newspaper Izvestia, Andrei Kelin said relations between Moscow 

and London are "undoubtedly at a very low level" and have been deteriorating for years, to the extent that the U.K. 

could be the first NATO nation Russia severs diplomatic ties with. 

Kelin said relations between the two nations began to collapse in 2018, after the poisoning of former spy Sergei Skripal 

in Britain. Skripal, a former Russian intelligence officer who acted as a double agent for the U.K., was targeted with a 

banned nerve agent in the city of Salisbury. 

How Putin's gamble backfired: Ukraine invasion has brought them nearer NATO - Among Putin's grab bag 

of justifications for Moscow's latest invasion of Ukraine was a supposed imminent threat from NATO, the 73-year-old 

collective defense bloc that was supposedly about to use Ukraine as a springboard for aggression against Moscow. 

"The danger was rising," Putin said at Victory Day celebrations in Moscow in May, claiming that "Russia has pre-

emptively repulsed an aggression," in what he said was "forced, timely and the only correct decision by a sovereign, 

powerful and independent country." 
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Few outside Russia took the claim seriously, given that Putin has long made clear his revanchist imperial project and his 

dismissal of Ukraine as an independent nation distinct from Russia. 

A September report by Reuters—vehemently denied by Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov—even reported that just 

before the February invasion, a Putin aide had secured a deal that would keep Ukraine neutral and out of NATO. The 

president, Reuters reported, felt the agreement was insufficient and wanted to seize more Ukrainian land. 

Ukrainian leaders, buoyed by successive battlefield victories, have made clear that NATO membership will be one of 

four key demands—alongside full liberation of all land occupied since 2014, reparations, and war crime trials for 

Russian leaders—of any peace. 

President Zelenskyy submitted Ukraine's NATO application in September as his troops stormed across occupied Kharkiv, 

sending Russian occupiers fleeing in disarray. Addressing Ukraine's "de facto allies," Zelensky called for "accelerated" 

membership and said: "This is the consolidation at the level of the treaty of what has already been achieved." 

The conversation is shifting in Kyiv's favor, Fabrice Pothier—the former director of policy planning for NATO and now 

the CEO of the Rasmussen Global consultancy—told Newsweek. 

"Putin's invasion has made the prospect more credible, more plausible," Pothier said. "Now you have one of the best-

trained, best-equipped armies in Europe in Ukraine, operating under NATO standards, and trained by NATO countries." 

"They actually are much more capable and much more able to operate under NATO standards than many other allies. 

That's the irony of the invasion." 

Impacts 

Russia’s army is so ineffective it will probably not take much territory in Ukraine, UK intel says - The UK 

Ministry of Defence predicted that Russian forces will not see any big gains over the winter, even as Ukraine said its 

own attacks would ramp up as the ground freezes. 

The British defence ministry said in an intelligence update on Monday that "Russian ground forces are unlikely to make 

operationally significant advances within the next several months." 

It added that Russia is likely still aiming to extend control over all of Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson, with 

Russian military planners likely aiming to prioritise advancing deeper into Donetsk Oblast. 

However, "Russia's strategy is currently unlikely to achieve its objectives: it is highly unlikely that the Russian military is 

currently able to generate an effective striking force capable of retaking these areas," it said. 

Russia never completely controlled all of the four regions, despite announcing their annexation in September, and 

Ukrainian forces have subsequently pushed back Russian troops across vast swathes of territory. 

Thousands of Ukrainians to produce arms in Czechia - Several thousand Ukrainian workers will go to the Czech 

Republic to work in the arms industry, confirmed the Czech Defence Ministry. 

The arrival of the new workers from Ukraine, together with the development of the defence industry, could bring the 

country financial benefits, Czech Radio reported. 

“We are not talking about a refugee wave, we are talking about highly qualified workers who will earn money for 

companies and contribute to the Czech economy,” Czech Deputy Defence Minister Tomáš Kopečný told Czech Radio. 

Regarding specific qualifications, manufacturing technicians are among the most demanded workers. 



 

12 
 

According to the deputy minister, the Czech Republic wants to create joint Czech-Ukrainian clusters of industries, and 

the arms sector is among them. 

“This is the result of the meeting between (Czech) Prime Minister Petr Fiala and (Ukrainian) President Volodymyr 

Zelensky in Kyiv at the end of October. There is a clear consensus that we will build a strategic base for joint production 

capabilities for the defence of Ukraine, the Czech Republic and the (NATO) Alliance,” Kopečný said. 

Peace Talks 

Ukrainian President Zelenskiy urged leaders of the Group of Seven nations on Monday to support his idea of 

convening a special global peace summit in winter dedicated to bringing peace to his country. Zelenskiy also appealed 

to the G7 nations for an additional 2bn cubic metres of natural gas as well as long-range weapons, modern tanks, 

artillery units and shells. 

Ukraine entering a ceasefire will lead to more 'aggression', activist warns - Activists warn that Ukraine 

accepting a ceasefire on Russia's terms would not have the intended outcome and might, to the contrary, lead to more 

aggression. 

Aaron Rhodes is a prominent international human rights activist and a senior fellow at the Common Sense Society. On 

Tuesday, the Kyiv Post published an opinion piece by Rhodes in which he spoke out against recent calls by other 

activists for Ukraine to accept a ceasefire and bring an end to the conflict. 

Rhodes positioned his piece as a response to an alleged demonstration being planned for February 15, nearly a year 

after Russia's invasion first began. This protest, he explained, will not be against Russia's continued aggression, but 

rather in support of Ukraine coming to terms with the invader to end the aggression. Newsweek could not 

independently confirm the existence of this planned protest. 

Containment 

Senior Israeli officials stated that Iran seeks to limit the range of missiles it plans to provide Russia. Axios 

reported on December 12 Iran fears international backlash from providing Russia with long range missiles to use in the 

war in Ukraine and noted that UN Security Council Resolution 2231 passed in 2015 prevents the transfer or receipt of 

Iranian ballistic missiles with a range over 300 kilometers and a payload over 500 kilograms until October 2023. Axios 

noted that violating this resolution could result in a "snapback" mechanism that reimposes UN sanctions against Iran. 

US preparing to send Patriot defense system to Ukraine - The United States is preparing to send the Patriot 

missile defense system to Ukraine to shoot down incoming Russian missiles, a decision that could be announced as 

soon as this week, a U.S. defense official and a second U.S. official told VOA on Tuesday.  

Both officials spoke on condition that they not be identified because the decision has not yet been formally announced. 

The decision was first reported by CNN. 

Ukraine has asked its Western partners for air defenses, including the U.S.-made Patriot system, as Russia has used its 

missile arsenal along with newly acquired Iranian drones to target critical civilian infrastructure, including electrical 

power facilities needed to keep the population warm as temperatures fall. 

Yesterday Ukrainian air force spokesman Yuriy Ignat told reporters that Ukraine was still "not able to shoot down 

ballistic [missiles] by air defense means that we have in our arsenal." 

"Therefore, the most effective method of destroying these missiles is at the launch, where they are," he added. 
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NASAMS are designed to protect population centers from air-to-surface threats and can identify and target fixed and 

rotary-wing aircraft, cruise missiles, and drones. NASAMS, however, are not considered effective against ballistic 

missiles. 

Retired Rear Admiral Mark Montgomery, a defense analyst with the Foundation for Defense of 

Democracies, acknowledged that Ukraine was "out of the kind of weapon needed" to defend 

against ballistic missiles but criticized the potential Patriot acquisition. 

"Patriot is an extremely complex and expensive system to operate. Each round of 

Patriot is between $3 [million] and $4 million apiece. That is a very expensive 

system. It would use up a lot of the money being set aside for them, I think, 

with a very limited return on investment," he told VOA. 

Montgomery also raised concerns that providing 

Patriots to Ukraine would drain from the Ukrainian 

military's already small batch of NASAMS 

operators. 

Instead, he suggested sending more of the air 

defense weapons that Ukraine is already 

receiving and using to great effect, or perhaps 

providing Ukraine with the Counter-Rocket, 

Artillery, Mortar (C-RAM) system that the U.S. has used in the Middle East. 

"For me, Patriot is not a great answer.," he said. "More NASAMS, more S-300s, you know, more cowbell." 

The United States has shipped the first part of its power equipment aid to Ukraine, US officials said on 

Monday, as Washington works to support the country’s energy infrastructure against intensifying attacks from Russia. 

The first tranche was power equipment worth about $13m, one of the officials said. Another source familiar with the 

matter said two more planeloads of equipment would leave from the United States this week. 

European Union governments on Monday struck a deal with Hungary that sorts out financial aid for Ukraine 

in 2023 and gains Budapest’s approval for a global minimum corporate tax, all in exchange for EU flexibility about funds 

paid to Hungary. The complex deal came after months of wrangling between EU institutions, member countries and 

Hungary and was spelled out on Monday by the council that represents EU member governments and by diplomats 

speaking anonymously. 

New rails from Europe on the way to reconstruct Ukrainian infrastructure - France will supply Ukraine with 

new rails, produced by rail manufacturer Saarstahl. Much of the rail infrastructure in Ukraine is destroyed, and so is the 

only producer of steel rails in Ukraine AzovStal, was settled in Mariupol. 

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal signed an agreement with the French minister of Economy and Finance Bruno 

Le Maire on December 13 for the delivery. Ukraine signed three other agreements with international partners that day, 

all relating to support for the reconstruction of Ukraine. 

New German rails from France 

The agreement on the supply of rails for Ukrainian Railways amounts to support of the French government of up to 

37.6 million euros. According to Bloomberg, this concerns a loan for Ukraine to purchase the rail material built by 

Germany’s Saarstahl AG in France. 
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In addition to the rails, loans and support were granted for the emergency restoration of power transmission networks, 

the supply of bridges and a program to support the digital industry of Ukraine. 

Plant Azovstal as a symbol of resistance 

The plant of the Ukrainian rail manufacturer Azovstal was almost completely destroyed by Russian bombardments in 

May. The plant had become a symbol of the Ukrainian resistance, as it was their last holdout in Mariupol amidst 

Russian shelling. On 16 May, the units that were stationed in the plant were ordered to evacuate to save their own 

lives. 

Slovak Foreign Minister: Slovakia remains ready to send MiG jets to Ukraine - Slovak Foreign Minister 

Rastislav Kačer said his country remained ready to send its long- promised MiG-29 fighter jets to 

Ukraine, and preparations are to begin in the “coming weeks.” 

In an interview published by Interfax Ukraine on Dec. 12, Kačer said that the Soviet-

made jets have not been delivered to Ukraine yet, but Slovakia is 

“talking with NATO partners about how to do it.” 

“I am very optimistic about this I 

think this will happen soon, 

and the planes will be in Ukraine,” 

Kačer said, as quoted by Interfax. Kačer added that a Ukrainian delegation is set to come for a 

U.S.-involved meeting in “coming weeks” to “make this a reality.” 

President Volodymyr Zelensky was informed “in sufficient detail” last week but disclosing more about the potential 

transfer of jets could “jeopardize” the process, according to Kačer. 

Valued at $299 million by Slovak Defense Minister Jaroslav Nad, MiG-29 jets have been long wanted by Ukraine to 

bolster its air force amid Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

Generators are as important as armor in helping Ukraine survive Vladimir Putin’s energy terror this winter, 

Zelenskyy said. Ukraine needed an additional €800m (£686m) to survive the winter and €1.5bn to restore the long-term 

damage to the energy grid, its president told an emergency conference in Paris convened to coordinate infrastructure 

and humanitarian aid to the country over the next four months. 

Geopolitics 

Kosovo officially applies for EU membership in symbolic act - Kosovo has officially applied for membership in 

the European Union after the signing of a corresponding document by President Vjosa Osmani, Prime Minister Albin 

Kurti and Parliamentary Speaker Glauk Konjufca in the capital Pristina. 

For Europe’s youngest state, Wednesday’s act was rather symbolic: EU membership is currently out of reach for the 

country, which has been independent since 2008. 

Formally, Kosovo only has “potential EU candidate” status. Candidate status, which Bosnia and Herzegovina is expected 

to receive on Thursday, is not up for discussion. 

The main obstacle is that five EU member states – Spain, Romania, Slovakia, Greece and Cyprus – do not recognise 

Kosovo’s independence. 

The country, which today is nearly exclusively inhabited by Albanians, used to be part of Yugoslavia or Serbia. 
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Following repression by the Serbian security forces of the Albanian civilian population, NATO bombed targets in what 

was then the rump of Yugoslavia – that is Serbia and Montenegro – in the spring of 1999. 

China is trying to end America's petrodollar monopoly - President Xi Jinping ended his diplomatic charm 

offensive in Saudi Arabia last week with a promise to buy more oil and gas from Gulf Arab 

states, while also publicly calling for energy trade to be settled in Chinese 

yuan for the first time. 

The bold call, if realized, would have major implications for the 

decades-long strategic relationship between the 

United States and the oil-rich nations of the Persian Gulf. 

The emergence of a substitute currency could hit 

the U.S. dollar and have an impact on Western markets, 

but the petrodollar's monopoly isn't so easily 

broken. 

China, a manufacturing and industrial powerhouse, 

is the world's No. 2 economy and largest crude 

oil importer. It pays Riyadh tens of billions of 

dollars each year for Saudi oil. 

At a historic first meeting between Xi and the leaders of the 

Gulf Cooperation Council—Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates—the Chinese 

president sought to shore up his country's supplies at a time of energy uncertainty, and ahead of an expected post-

pandemic recovery next year. 

"China will continue to import large quantities of crude oil on a long-term basis from GCC countries, and purchase more 

liquefied natural gas. We will strengthen our cooperation in the upstream sector, engineering services, as well as 

storage, transportation and refinery of oil and gas," Xi told his counterparts on Friday, the last day of a three-day visit to 

the Saudi capital. 

"The Shanghai Petroleum and National Gas Exchange will be fully utilized for yuan settlement of oil and gas trade," said 

Xi, who in an accompanying op-ed in the Saudi newspaper Al Riyadh called the petroleum-producing Gulf Arab states 

"an energy tank for world economy." 

It was perhaps another hint at Beijing's long-term ambition to boost China's national currency—physically and 

digitally—and weaken the dollar's grip on the global economy, rather than an attempt to upset the longstanding status 

quo of the crude oil trade going back half a century. 

Saudi Arabia's assets and reserves are held mostly in dollars, while the value of the Saudi riyal, like the currencies of its 

neighbors, fluctuates at a fixed rate to the dollar in what is known as a "currency peg." 

Beijing and Moscow this year agreed to settle their energy deals in yuan and the Russian rouble rather than the dollar.  

A move by Riyadh to do the same would cause considerable disquiet in Washington but may be seen as consistent with 

the kingdom's increasing hedge against the U.S., which has pivoted away from the Middle East in recent years. 

A Saudi source told Reuters ahead of Xi's trip that small amounts of oil conceivably could be settled in yuan to pay for 

Chinese imports, as Riyadh has done with U.S. transactions in the past. But "it is not yet the right time," the person was 

quoted as saying. 
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The continued preference for the American currency is an indication of the dollar's foothold in energy and other 

markets by way of being an indispensable global reserve currency, a status that long predates the rise of OPEC, or the 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries. 

By contrast, the Chinese central bank's control of yuan exchange rates, coupled with the currency's relatively limited 

asset conversion options outside of China, make the U.S. petrodollar particularly difficult to replace in the near term. 

But Xi's overtures in the Middle East more broadly aren't to be overlooked. The region is central to China's Belt and 

Road Initiative, and its relations with Saudi Arabia are mutually beneficial in several ways. 

Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudi crown prince who many expect will eventually rule the kingdom, boosted his 

political legitimacy by hosting Xi, who was never likely to concern himself with the young royal's alleged involvement in 

the 2019 killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. The murder and other human rights 

issues are a major issue for many Western trading partners. 

For Beijing, the political partnership with Saudi Arabia, home of many of Islam's holiest sites, has included coordination 

at the United Nations. The kingdom has backed China's pushback against formal probes into its repressive policies in 

Xinjiang, where the U.N. Human Rights Office recently identified abuse against Uyghurs and other mainly Muslim 

minority groups. 

China is Saudi Arabia's top trading partner, and its standing in the Middle East is steadily rising among the region's 

people after decades of geopolitical friction with Americans, according to opinion surveys conducted in Arab League 

countries in the Gulf, the Levant and North Africa. 

This was evident in the pomp and ceremony that greeted Xi in Riyadh on December 7 as he arrived for what was only 

his third foreign trip since early 2020. The White House last week dismissed suggestions that President Joe Biden, who 

didn't receive the same reception during his August visit, may have felt offended by the lack of fanfare. 

Xi's trip, which included a meeting with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz, was also a continuation of the Gulf Arab 

states' diversification of relations from the U.S., a long-time security partner, to include further integration with China, 

a first-choice economic partner with fewer value strings attached. 

Washington may prefer more distance between China and Gulf Arab nations, but Riyadh doesn't see itself as having to 

choose. "We don't see this as a zero-sum game," Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, the Saudi foreign minister, said of the 

Chinese leader's outreach. 

Iran summons Chinese envoy for statement on disputed islands - Iran's Foreign Ministry summoned the 

Chinese ambassador to Tehran late Saturday to protest a statement related to three disputed islands in the Persian 

Gulf, reports Anadolu Agency. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani said Chang Hua was summoned to express "strong dissatisfaction" with the 

joint statement of China and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. 

In the detailed statement published Friday during Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to Saudi Arabia, China and the GCC 

countries adopted a joint action plan aimed at bolstering strategic cooperation, including affirming their support for 

regional issues, including the United Arab Emirates (UAE) demand for the resolution of the long-standing dispute about 

the islands in the Persian Gulf region. 
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It said the dispute concerning the 

Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu 

Musa islands must be resolved through 

negotiations between Iran and the UAE 

under the rules of international law. 

Iran's Foreign Ministry, however, 

dismissed the China-GCC statement 

regarding the islands and called them 

an "integral part" of the country's 

territory, which "have never and will 

never be subject to negotiations with 

any country." 

China's ambassador, the statement 

added, said Xi's visit to Saudi Arabia 

was meant to "help peace and stability" 

in the region. 

Iran and China have emerged as close regional allies in recent years, especially after entering into a long-term 

comprehensive partnership amid tensions with the US. 

Earlier Saturday, Iran's Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian took to Twitter to assert that the strategic islands 

were "inseparable parts" of Iran and that Tehran will not allow anyone to violate its territorial integrity. 

Russian Mobilization 

The Wagner Group is continuing efforts to use recruits from Russian prisons to generate combat power. The Ukrainian 

Resistance Center reported yesterday Wagner Group Financier Yevgeniy Prigozhin has sent over 23,000 Russian 

prisoners to the Ukrainian front lines as part of his extended effort to bolster his political influence and potentially 

position himself as Putin’s successor. The Center also claimed Russian society does not care about the fate of prisoners, 

allowing Prigozhin to use them as cannon fodder in high-risk and high-mortality operations while keeping Wagner 

Group leadership out of combat.  

Russian opposition outlet Meduza amplified a December 12 interview with a Wagner POW and Russian convict, 

Vyacheslav Izmailov, who stated Wagner promised prisoner recruits a six-month contract, 200,000 rubles, privileges for 

their families, complete release from their criminal punishment upon completion of the contract, and a safer position in 

trenches along the second front line in Ukraine. Izmailov added that Wagner did not keep any of these promises and, 

after two weeks of training, the prisoner recruits were immediately thrown into the front line where the mortality rate 

was extremely high. Izmailov advised 70 Wagner convicts of his 90-person platoon were killed. 

UGS reported Russian forces have intensified forced mobilization in occupied territories in an effort to replenish losses 

in the Russian 1st Army Corps (forces of the Donetsk People’s Republic). The report stated Russian forces in Horlivka, 

Donetsk are subjecting residents to forced conscriptions, especially residents with previous armored unit experience. 

Humanitarian 

An international team of legal advisers has been working with local prosecutors in Ukraine’s recaptured city of 

Kherson to gather evidence of alleged sexual crimes by Russian forces. A team from Global Rights Compliance, an 
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international legal practice headquartered in The Hague, are conducting a full-scale investigation part of a broader 

international effort to support overwhelmed Ukrainian authorities. 

Is Russia using winter as a weapon? - NATO S-G Jens Stoltenberg said at the end of November that Russian 

President Vladimir Putin was using winter as a weapon of war because his forces are failing on the battlefield. 

Calls for a special tribunal to prosecute Russia gains steam - With recent Russian strikes against Ukraine’s 

power grid – leaving millions without power or heat – calls to establish a special tribunal to prosecute Russia’s top 

leadership have been gaining traction. Oona Hathaway, Director of the Yale Law School Center for Global Legal 

Challenges, was at the Hague this week, where “a lot of details are still being worked out,” but so far, the U.S. is not 

getting involved in the conversation. “I think it’s best if other nations take the lead on this for now…The U.S. has not 

always been the biggest fan of international justice.” 

What if Russia breaks apart? 

Should Russia break apart, Russia itself may look something like the red shaded are in the map below. 

 


