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Conflict Update # 142 

August 5th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Assessments 

Russian losses -  Ukraine's ministry of 

defense quoted a song by the Beatles in 

its latest update of Russian military 

losses. It tweeted on Friday that a further 

150 Russian troops had been killed in the 

past 24 hours, taking their total troop 

losses to 41,650. 

"'With a little help from my friends' John 

Lennon & Paul McCartney," the ministry 

tweeted on Friday alongside a graphic 

which listed Russian losses, including 

1,792 tanks, 4,032 armored combat 

vehicles and 223 jets. 

Ukrainian officials confirmed that 

Russian forces are using Iranian-provided 

drones in Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted 

unsuccessful ground assaults on 

settlements south of Bakhmut. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces 

exchanged heavy artillery fire in 

Pisky, suggesting that Russian forces are 

unlikely to have full control of Pisky 

despite Russian claims. 

Russian forces conducted several 
limited ground assaults to the north, 

northwest, and southwest of Donetsk 

City. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces accused each other of firing rounds near the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) 

in Enerhodar, but ISW cannot independently determine which party is responsible for the incident. 

Russian forces have repeatedly used artillery systems deliberately positioned within the complex to fire on targets 

across the Dnipro River. 



 

2 
 

Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to advance on Lozove, Kherson Oblast, likely targeting the Ukrainian 

bridgehead over the Inhulets River. 

Russian federal subjects are forming new volunteer battalions in Omsk and Samara Oblasts. 

Russian occupation authorities are likely accelerating passportization and rubleization efforts and civilian data 

collection in occupied territories in preparation for the upcoming pseudo-referenda on the annexation of occupied 

Ukrainian territory into Russia. 

The Kremlin is continuing to replace Ukrainian collaborators in Russian occupation administrations with Russian 

officials, likely to prepare for formal Russian governance of annexed areas. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces did not conduct any 

confirmed ground attacks between Izyum 

and Slovyansk today. The Ukrainian 

General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian 

forces shelled settlements along the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border northwest 

of Slovyansk, including Bohorodychne, 

Dolyna, Dibrivne, Mazanivka, Adamivka, 

and Kurulka. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations in the Siversk area on August 

5. UGS stated that their troops are 

engaged in small arms fire near Siversk in 

addition to continued artillery strikes on 

Siversk City and surrounding settlements. 

Russian forces today conducted ground 

attacks south of Bakhmut, and UGS 

reported that their troops unsuccessfully 

attempted to gain ground and improve 

their tactical positions in Zaitseve and 

Vershyna, both within 5km of the 

southern outskirts of Bakhmut. Several 

Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 

forces are actively fighting at the Knauf 

Gips Donbas gypsum factory on the 

southeastern outskirts of Soledar, about 

8km northeast of Bakhmut and directly 

along the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk 

highway.  

Ukrainian sources stated that Russian 

troops are struggling to get through 
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Ukrainian defenses surrounding Bakhmut, and 

Russian forces will likely continue to impale 

themselves on fortified Ukrainian positions 

under the cover of heavy artillery fire without 

securing large gains rapidly. 

Russian forces conducted several limited ground 

attacks to the north and west of Donetsk City. 

UGS advised that Russian troops unsuccessfully 

attempted to advance towards Krasnohorivka 

(15km north of Donetsk City), Avdiivka (about 

6km north of Donetsk City), and Pisky (about 5km 

northwest of Donetsk City). Despite claims made 

by Russian sources that Russian troops have 

taken complete control of Pisky, geolocated 

videos from the area suggest that Pisky remains 

under heavy artillery fire from all sides, which 

means that Russian forces likely have not yet 

been able to actually establish full control of 

urban parts of Pisky itself.  

Russian troops also unsuccessfully attempted to 

advance on Marinka, directly on the 

southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City. Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) Deputy Internal Minister 

Vitaly Kiselev claimed that separate DNR 

brigades and Wagner Group forces took control 

of half of Marinka. While ISW cannot 

independently confirm the status of block-to-

block control of Marinka, Russian troops will 

likely attempt to advance through the town from 

positions in the Petrovskyi district of Donetsk 

City. 

Russian forces continued to focus on preventing 

Ukrainian forces from creating conditions to 

resume a counteroffensive on the Kharkiv City Axis on August 5. They continued to conduct aerial reconnaissance and 

engage Ukrainian forces in positional battles in settlements northwest of Kharkiv City but did not make any territorial 

gains. Russian forces continued shelling Kharkiv City and settlements to the northeast, northwest, and southeast. 

Fighting Rages In Donetsk As Russia Building Up Its Forces In The Kherson Region, Ukraine Says - Fierce 

fighting was under way in Ukraine's eastern region of Donetsk as Moscow-backed separatists attempted to push back 

Kyiv's forces from the cities of Bakhmut and Avdiyivka, while Ukrainian military officials said Russia may launch a fresh 

offensive in the south. 

Russian forces shelled a Ukrainian city close to the Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant, the regional governor said 

yesterday, while Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv, was shelled by the Russians, Ukraine's presidential office said. 

Several industrial sites were hit in the city, and in the nearby city of Chuhuiv, a rocket hit a five-story residential building. 
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Ukrainian forces successfully fought off Russian attacks northeast and east of the Donetsk region towns of Soledar and 

Bakhmut, while fighting was ongoing to the south of Bakhmut, Brigadier General Oleksiy Hromov, deputy chief of the 

Ukrainian General Staff, said yesterday. 

However, Hromov confirmed that Ukrainian troops had been forced to withdraw from the village of Semyhirya and their 

positions southeast of Avdiyivka. 

Hromov told a news conference that Ukrainian forces had recaptured two villages around the eastern city of Slovyansk 

but had been pushed back to a nearby town after being forced to abandon a coal mine regarded as a key defensive 

position. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to launch unsuccessful 

assaults in northwestern Kherson Oblast, likely 

targeting the Ukrainian bridgehead over the 

Inhulets River. Ukrainian military officials 

reported that two Russian platoon-sized units 

consisting of SPETSNAZ and tank elements 

unsuccessfully attempted to advance onto 

Lozove, situated on the eastern Inhulets River 

bank.  

Russian forces also continued to launch airstrikes 

near Lozove, Velyke Artakove, and Andiivka, all in 

the vicinity of the Ukrainian bridgehead. Their 

forces have also intensified aerial reconnaissance 

and maintained heavy artillery fire along the line 

of contact on the Kherson Oblast administrative 

border. 

They continued to target Nikopol, Mykolaiv City, 

Dnipropetrovsk, and Odesa Oblasts with artillery, 

MLRS, and missile strikes on August 5. 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast regional authorities 

reported that Russian forces launched 

approximately 60 rockets from Grad MLRS 

systems at Nikopol’s civilian infrastructure and 

struck Myrivska Hromada (community district) 

with a Kh-59 cruise missile. Mykolaiv Oblast 

officials reported that Russian forces shelled 

Mykolaiv City with Pion heavy artillery.  UGS also reported that Russian forces launched a missile strike on unspecified 

infrastructure in Mykolaivka on the Odesa-Mykolaiv Oblast border. 

Russian and Ukrainian officials accused each other of firing rounds near the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) in 

Enerhodar on August 5. Ukrainian state nuclear power enterprise Energoatom reported that Russian forces conducted 

another artillery provocation and damaged three high-voltage communications lines of the Zaporizhzhia NPP 

autotransformer near the plant’s industrial site. Enerhodar Mayor Dmytro Orlov also noted that Russian forces shelled 

Enerhodar’s residential neighborhoods from the direction of the Zaporizhzhia NPP, resulting in power outages in most 

neighborhoods.  
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Russian occupation authorities in Enerhodar claimed that Ukrainian artillery shelled the territory of the Zaporizhzhia NPP, 

damaging two power lines that are necessary for the operation of power units in the city. ISW cannot independently 

determine which party is responsible for the incident, however, Russian forces are likely continuing to use positions 

around the Zaporizhzhia NPP to shell Nikopol just across the Kakhovka Reservoir. The UK Defense Ministry also assessed 

that Russian forces are using facilities at the Zaporizhzhia NPP and in Enerhodar City as a sanctuary in which to rest and 

protect their equipment from Ukrainian strikes, given the protected status of the NPP. 

Ukrainian forces likely continued to target Russian ammunition depots and positions in Kherson Oblast. The Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command reported destroying three Russian ammunition depots in Kherson City, and in 

Prydniprovske and Tokarivka (both situated east of Kherson City along the Dnipro River).  

Ukrainian Telegram channel Operativnyi ZSU reported that Ukrainian forces have struck two unspecified military 

infrastructure objects in Oleshky and Nova Kakhovka with high-precision weapons. Ukrainian forces reportedly destroyed 

four Russian S-300 air defense missile systems, and geolocated footage showed Ukrainian missile units destroying Russian 

armored personnel carriers in Starosillya along the T2207 ground line of communication (GLOCs). Local social media users 

reported on and published footage suggesting that Russian forces seized Kherson City Clinical Hospital after Ukrainian 

strikes on a Russian base in Kherson City in mid-July and are unloading military equipment in the building. 

Mobilization and Force Generation 

Efforts - Russian sources confirmed the 

formation of the 3rd Army Corps on August 

5. Russian milblogger and military 

correspondent Sasha Kots announced 

recruitment for the “Samara” volunteer 

battalion in Samara Oblast and noted that 

the battalion will join the 3rd Army Corps of 

the Russian Armed Forces.  

The battalion is recruiting men between the 

ages of 18 and 50 who have completed at 

least middle or high school education, 

without required prior military experience. 

ISW has previously reported that Ukrainian 

officials believed that Russian forces were 

forming a 15,500-person-strong 3rd Army 

Corps within the Western Military District 

(WMD) based out of Mulino, Nizhny 

Novgorod Oblast, but did not have official 

confirmation of its formation from Russian 

sources. Sasha Kots’ announcement also indicates that the Kremlin is likely planning to compose the 3rd Army Corps at 

least in part from volunteer battalions. 

Russian federal subjects (regions) continued to form regionally-based volunteer battalions. Omsk Oblast Governor 

Aleksandr Butkov reported on August 5 that Omsk Oblast is continuing to form three volunteer battalions - “Irtysh,” 

“Avangard,” and “Om” - to deploy to Donbas to provide engineering, medical and logistical support. Butkov stated that 

Omsk Oblast will provide a one-time payment of 100,000 rubles (approximately $1,612) to recruits but specified that the 

funds will only be accessible after three months of service. Omsk Oblast news outlet BK55 reported that recruits will 
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receive a monthly salary is 40,000 to 50,000 (approximately $661-$826) which will increase to 130,000 (approximately 

$2,147) once they enter the territory of Ukraine. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities are dramatically expanding their passportization 

of occupied Ukrainian territories by requiring Ukrainian civilians to acquire Russian passports to participate in basic life 

activities. Occupation authorities are also increasingly requiring the use of the Russian ruble rather than the Ukrainian 

hryvnia and will likely begin levying Russian taxes on Ukrainian residents of occupied areas. 

Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on August 5 that Russian occupation authorities in 

Melitopol are forcing Ukrainian tenants who rent plots of agricultural land to negotiate new rental agreements, even if 

their agreements remain active. Renegotiation of their rental agreements requires a Russian passport. The GUR also 

reported that Russian occupation authorities are requiring all Ukrainian vehicle license plates to transfer to temporary 

Russian-style license plates and to re-register their vehicles in a Russian system. Re-registration will require a Russian 

passport. The GUR also reported that the Russian-appointed Minister of Agrarian Policy for Kherson Oblast, Ukrainian 

collaborator Oleksii Kovalev, ordered Kherson farmers to register their businesses and pay taxes under Russian law. The 

GUR also reported that Russian authorities sent letters to businesspeople and self-employed residents of Kamianske, 

Zaporizhia Oblast requesting that they register their businesses and begin paying Russian taxes. Registration of business 

activity will require a Russian passport. 

The Ukrainian advisor to the Kherson Oblast Military Administration, Serhiy Khlan, reported on August 4 that Russian 

occupation forces began to detain civilians for trying to exchange rubles to hryvnias in Kherson Oblast and began making 

pension payments in rubles to accelerate the forced rubleization of the occupied economy.  

Pensioners hoping to collect their pensions are required to provide their personal information to occupation authorities. 

Khlan also reported that Russian forces require Ukrainian civilians who wish to have internet or cell phone access to 

provide their passports and personal information to authorities. Ukrainian Telegram Channel Mariupol Now reported 

that residents must bring their passports with them to register to vote in the annexation referenda. The Ukrainian Mayor 

of Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast, Dmytro Orlov, said that Russian authorities are using the records of utility companies 

and the passport information of pensioners to build a database of Ukrainian civilian information to falsify the results of 

the planned pseudo-referenda on accession into Rusia. Orlov speculated that Russian forces are rushing to implement 

the referenda because ”they are well aware they have almost no time left.” 

Voter registration for Russia’s annexation pseudo-referenda in occupied Ukraine will likely pose an impossible choice to 

pro-Ukrainian residents, who will need to provide identification to register to vote that can then be used to falsify or 

disregard their votes. The forced Russian passportization of occupied areas and the mass collection of residents’ data will 

enable occupying forces to better monitor dissent and votes and could allow Russian authorities to target and penalize 

any Ukrainian who votes against Russia’s annexation, as ISW previously reported. Russian occupation authorities could 

also confiscate Ukrainian passports, making it more difficult for Ukrainian civilians to flee occupied areas. 

Meanwhile, the Kremlin is continuing to replace Ukrainian collaborators in occupation administrations with Russian 

officials, likely to prepare for formal Russian governance of annexed areas. Russian authorities replaced the head of the 

Kherson Oblast Civil-Military Administration, Ukrainian collaborator Vladimir Saldo, with Russian Deputy Head of 

Kaliningrad Oblast Sergey Yeliseyev on August 4. Yeliseyev was an employee of the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) 

from 1993-2005. Saldo announced that he was leaving his position to seek medical treatment after consultations with 

colleagues and doctors. Russian sources reported that he suffered from a form of nervous exhaustion after complications 

from COVID-19, while the Russian outlet BAZA and various Ukrainian partisan sources suggested he had been poisoned 

and was in a medically induced coma. Ukrainian partisan channel Zalizna Palianytsia boasted that the ”fate of the traitors 

has been decided in advance;” either Ukrainian partisans will kill them, or Russians will poison them. 
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Russia Scrambling To Compensate For Destroyed Bridges In Southern Ukraine, Satellite Imagery Suggests  

Russia has begun using a makeshift ferry crossing to move military equipment across the Dnieper River to supply forces 

holding the occupied Ukrainian city of Kherson as Kyiv’s forces press forward, an examination of satellite imagery by 

Schemes shows. 

The crossing first appeared in images taken on August 1 by the private company Planet Labs. They appear to show six 

pieces of military equipment on the ferry at a landing near the village of Prydniprovske, just northeast of the city of 

Kherson, and four others on shore ready for crossing. 

Schemes, an investigative unit of RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service, has received copies of the images. Drone photographs 

contain additional evidence. 

On July 30, the British Defense Ministry said it was “highly likely” that Russian forces had established two pontoon bridges 

and a ferry system on the Dnieper to compensate after Ukrainian forces knocked out to key two bridges – one for motor 

vehicles and one for trains -- with rocket attacks. 

The developments came at a time when Ukrainian forces have taken back some towns and villages that Russia had seized 

in the Kherson Oblast, and ahead of what could be a major Ukrainian counteroffensive in the area, aimed in part to drive 

Moscow’s forces out of the city of Kherson. 

Mykola Byelyeskov, a military analyst at the National Institute for Strategic Studies, a Ukrainian government think tank, 

told Schemes that the Russian equipment being moved across the river looks likes trucks used to supply weapons, 

ammunition, and food. 

The ferries are not very large and cannot move many vehicles at once, he said. 

The Kherson front line is about 200 kilometers long and had already been a challenge to supply. 

The recent successful attacks against bridges by Ukrainian forces will only reduce Russia’s ability to move heavy 

equipment in and out of Kherson, experts said. 

Russian forces are now “on notice that the Ukrainians can cut off their lines of escape” in Kherson, Freedman said. 

Russia’s looming defeat in Ukraine - It is easy to see who is losing the most from the Russian invasion of Ukraine: 

Ukrainian civilians, victims of war crimes and missile terror, and the millions around the world for whom food is now 

more expensive, because Russia has until recently been blocking Ukrainian grain shipments through the Black Sea. But 

who exactly is winning from this dreadful conflict? 

Russian authorities are behaving as if things are going well for them. Their tone is arrogant, and they respond to entreaties 

with disdain. Their media proxies threaten to blow up Europe one day and, when rebuked, to destroy the world the next 

day. And now Russia is choking off the supply of natural gas to Europe – throwing its weight around as if victory is just 

around the corner. 

But all of this is just a bizarre delusion. In fact, Russia is losing the war badly in both military and economic terms. 

On the military front, the Russian position looks increasingly dire. After suffering a catastrophic defeat in its initial attempt 

to take Kyiv and Kharkiv, in recent months the Russians gained some territory in the Donbas region. But this advance was 

entirely due to massive artillery bombardment. Now that the Ukrainians have longer-range artillery, this Russian 

advantage is dwindling rapidly. 

Kherson, in southern Ukraine, provides an instructive example. The Russians have positioned an army group on the 

western side of the Dnipro River, supplied primarily over a big bridge, which long-range Ukrainian missile strikes recently 
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rendered unusable. No supplies, ammunition, or fresh troops can reach the stranded Russian forces. This looks like a 

turning point. 

Another big defeat looms on the economic front. The pre-invasion Russian economy was based on energy exports – oil, 

gas, and coal, in that order of importance – supported by foreign direct investment and a flow of people and ideas that 

had deepened greatly over the past three decades. All of this is fading fast. Western companies are pulling out their 

skilled people and technology. Sanctions on coal exports are beginning to bite. And now the Russians are starting a self-

destructive confrontation with Europe by weaponizing its exports of natural gas. 

Perhaps the major Russian achievement since the end of the Cold War was to persuade Germany and other parts of 

Europe that it could be trusted as a long-term partner in the supply of gas. This trust is now destroyed. No one in Europe 

should want to rely on Russian energy supplies for decades, or perhaps for as long as the world uses fossil fuels. 

Very soon, Russia will have just one major export: crude oil. For a renegade state, crude oil is an ideal resource. It can be 

loaded onto a tanker and sold anywhere in the world. Much of this market is already shady, and many customers, for 

example in India and China, prefer not to ask too many questions. 

But Russia is a big oil exporter – attempting to move around four million barrels of crude per day by sea. A decent-sized 

tanker can carry about one million barrels, and it takes about 20 days to move it from Ust-Luga (an important Russian 

port in the Baltics) to the west coast of India. The Russians need to mobilize a vast fleet – hundreds of tankers – along 

with all the financial services needed to support these transactions. And they need this fleet to operate 24/7, without 

disruption. 

To keep its economy functioning, Russia needs to organize something akin to the 1948-49 Berlin Airlift – except this time 

the task is lifting oil by sea out of Russia, and not for two years, but forever. 

According to industry sources, around half of all suitable oil tankers are owned or controlled by European and other 

Western companies. Most of the trade finance and insurance used in these transactions is run out of the European Union, 

Norway, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Japan. 

Instead of trying to cut off these transactions, the G7 has proposed a more robust approach: companies would be allowed 

to participate in moving Russian oil, but only if all involved agreed to pay no more than a capped price. Russia already 

accepts a substantial discount – the latest estimates for Urals crude are up to $20 per barrel below the price of the Brent 

benchmark. The pre-invasion discount was close to zero. Now the West is effectively pushing to increase this discount – 

creating a dial that can be turned to tighten the squeeze on Putin’s revenue. 

When the price cap was first proposed, some commentators predicted it would drive up the world price of oil – but prices 

have subsequently fallen. Other observers suggested that the market would not cooperate – but oil traders and banks 

seem keen to continue doing business in an approved fashion. And some people fretted that not all the details were 

immediately in place – as if that ever happens with major policy breakthroughs. 

The noose is tightening around Kherson – entirely the result of Russian aggression and over-confidence. And it is 

tightening around Russian oil revenues and the Russian economy for the same reasons. (Simon Johnson of Project 

Syndicate). 

Russia ratchets up the danger at Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant - Russia’s nuclear brinkmanship 

in Ukraine is once again raising alarms — this time over the fate of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, the largest in 

Europe. In March, Russia’s invading armies seized the Zaporizhzhia plant in a dangerous firefight that damaged one 

reactor building, seen worldwide on security cameras. The plant — and the defunct Chernobyl nuclear waste site — 

continued to operate with Ukrainian workers overseen under duress by Russian nuclear agency personnel. 
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As the war in Ukraine moved south last month, Russia turned the Zaporizhzhia complex into an artillery park for rocket 

launchers and in return received Ukrainian drone strikes. On Tuesday, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director 

General Rafael Grossi called the plant “completely out of control” in an interview with the Associated Press. 

“I think it is absolutely warranted to say it is as serious as it was in March,” said Ferenc (Jacob) Dalnoki-Veress, a scientist-

in-residence at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey. “I don’t want to overblow the situation 

either. Yes, the reactors have containment and are otherwise protected, but there is always the possibility that events 

can escalate.” 

Appropriation of the Zaporizhzhia plant — where at least two still-working reactors require careful maintenance to safely 

operate — to use as a shielded artillery park is a dangerous new low in nuclear brinkmanship, perhaps intended to sway 

NATO against support for a southern offensive from Ukraine, suggested a Thursday analysis from the Institute for the 

Study of War. 

“Russia is now using the plant as a military base to fire at Ukrainians, knowing that they can’t and won’t shoot back,” said 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Monday speaking at the United Nations, because of the possibility of striking a 

reactor or radioactive waste stored on the site and contaminating southern Ukraine. “That brings the notion of having a 

human shield to an entirely different and horrific level.” 

“We are totally in uncharted territory, said Dalnoki-Veress. “It is the ultimate in state-based nuclear terrorism.” 

A spokesman for the U.S. National Nuclear Security Administration said the federal government is monitoring the 

situation at Zaporizhzhia and “actively support[s] the efforts” of the IAEA to assist Ukraine. 

Grain 

Three More Ships Carrying Grain Leave Ukrainian Ports, Turkey Say - Three ships filled with grain have left 

Ukrainian ports under a UN-backed agreement to resume exports of grain and other agricultural products through ports 

on the Black Sea, Turkey's Defense Ministry said on August 5. 

The Joint Coordination Center in Istanbul, which groups Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and UN personnel, said two ships 

were setting off from Chornomorsk and one from Odesa. 

The three vessels carrying a total of about 58,000 tons of corn have been authorized to leave Ukrainian ports as part of 

a deal to unblock grain exports. 

Humanitarian 

Russia, U.S. Say They're Ready For Talks On Prisoner Swap After Griner Sentenced - Moscow and Washington 

appeared ready to discuss a possible prisoner exchange after U.S. basketball star Brittney Griner was found guilty of drug 

smuggling and sentenced to nine years in prison, which U.S President Joe Biden called "unacceptable." 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said today that Moscow is ready to discuss prisoner exchanges with the US through 

an existing diplomatic channel agreed to by Biden and President Vladimir Putin at a summit in Geneva in June 2021. 

Containment 

Mozart Group: the western ex-military personnel training Ukrainian recruits - In the heart of the Donbas, a 

group of eight highly experienced western ex-military personnel are delivering an intensive 10-day training course for 40 

new Ukrainian recruits who have been pulled straight from the fighting. 



 

10 
 

As the battle for Ukraine’s east grinds on, soldiers in the Donbas have been taking heavy casualties in a vicious artillery 

battle. Ukraine’s professional fighting force, who have been defending the eastern frontline since 2014, are severely 

depleted. Since 24 February new recruits have been surging to the frontline, many with shockingly little training. 

The recruits on the course have a patchwork of equipment: different weapons, fatigues and body armour of varying 

quality. Aged between their early 20s and mid 50s the men are of all shapes, sizes and levels of fitness. 

One in 10 was in the military before the war and they have had very little formal training, explains Andy Milburn, founder 

of the Mozart Group, a new private security company that’s tasked itself with training Ukrainian soldiers. 

Milburn, a retired Marine Corps colonel who spent 31 years in the US military, gathered expert volunteers to train civilians 

fighting in Kyiv’s civil defence force as they defended their capital. Now based in Donbas, the Mozart Group consists of 

between 20 and 30 volunteers from the US, the UK, Ireland and other western countries. 

The Mozart Group’s name was coined by its members as a tongue-in-cheek musical reference to the Wagner Group, a 

shadowy Russian paramilitary organization that’s often described as Vladimir Putin’s private army. Milburn says at first 

he was “a little ambivalent about using the name” but that it has “caught on as a brand now.” 

Largely funded by US private donors and made up of carefully vetted recruits, the Mozart Group also delivers 

humanitarian aid including sanitary products and food to frontline towns and extracts vulnerable people from high risk 

areas of fighting. 

Ukrainian soldiers are given five- or 10-day crash courses in basic weapon handling, marksmanship, fire and maneuver 

and battlefield tactics that would ideally take six months to teach. The trainers have taught thousands of troops to speak 

to recruits via two interpreters, which Milburn says is not enough for the job, but they have struggled to find people with 

the necessary skills. 

Sanctions 

Putin Tells Erdogan Hopes for Deal to Boost Economic Cooperation - Putin told Turkish leader Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan on Friday he was hoping to sign an agreement to boost trade and economic ties, as Russia's isolation grows 

following its intervention in Ukraine. 

Moscow's military campaign in Ukraine and the possible launch of a new operation in Syria were expected to dominate 

the talks in the Black Sea resort of Sochi. "I hope that today we will be able to sign a relevant memorandum on the 

development of our trade and economic ties," Putin said. 

"I believe that (today's meeting) will open a whole different page in Turkish-Russian relations," Erdogan said for his part. 

We need to watch Putin’s endeavors here, as both Turkey and Hungary are not anti-Russian in every respect. The question 

is whether Putin is aiming to create a fissure in the NATO wall by hiving off element by element over time. 

Former Pro-Russian President Of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych, Son Hit With EU Sanctions - EU member states 

have imposed sanctions on the former president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, and his son for their alleged role in 

threatening Ukraine's security. 

A European Council statement on August 4 said the two were added to an existing EU sanctions list “for their role in 

undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine and the state’s stability 

and security.” 

The council said it was taking the action in response to “the ongoing unjustified and unprovoked Russian military 

aggression against Ukraine." 
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Yanukovych was president of Ukraine for four years until his ouster in February 2014 in a popular uprising against his 

government's turn away from the West and toward Moscow. 

Yanukovych was part of a Russian special operation aimed at replacing the Ukrainian president during the first phases of 

the invasion, the journal said, citing “different sources.” 

China 

China unleashes its power: Worldwide outrage as ballistic missiles fly over Taiwan prompting Japan to demand 

'immediate' halt to military drills or risk destroying peace in the region. 

China ratcheted up its military intimidation of Taiwan yesterday by firing ballistic missiles which flew over the island and 

landed in Japanese waters. 

As promised by the ruling Communist Party, four days of war games encircling Taiwan began just before 2pm (local time) 

with wave after wave of rocket launches, while Chinese jets took to the skies and ten warships patrolled the sea. 

Five high-powered missiles fired from the mainland flew over Taiwan, Japanese officials said, and plunged into the sea 

south of Hateruma Island, part of Okinawa. The series of islands are part of Japan’s ‘exclusive economic zone,’ which 

extends 200 nautical miles from its coast. 

The test-firing, which triggered widespread international condemnation, was Beijing’s response to US House of 

Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s controversial visit to Taiwan earlier this week. 

It prompted an immediate diplomatic protest by Tokyo and raised fears a further miscalculation by China could spark 

war. Japan’s defence minister Nobuo Kishi said: ‘This is a grave issue that concerns our country’s national security and 

people’s safety.’ 

Foreign minister Yoshimasa Hayashi called for an ‘immediate stop’ to the military drills, adding: ‘China’s actions this time 

have a serious impact on the peace and stability of the region and the international community.’ 

And US Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned: ‘Countries around the world believe escalation serves no one and 

could have unintended consequences that serve no one’s interests. 

‘I hope very much Beijing will not manufacture a crisis or seek a pretext to increase its aggressive military activity.’ 

But the concerns were seemingly dismissed by the Chinese government last night as the People’s Liberation Army 

resumed its dangerous drills. 

Four of Beijing’s vast fleet of unmanned drones were spotted over Taiwan’s Kinmen Islands, near the Chinese mainland, 

prompting troops to fire flares in a bid to alter their course. 

In another dramatic move, China announced it intended to extent the war games by a day, meaning the missile assaults 

could continue until Monday. 

Tensions in the South China Sea remained high last night, with US Navy vessels patrolling international waters. US missile-

tracking spy planes have been sent to watch over the drills. 

Taiwan held its breath for two hours yesterday as China flexed its military muscle, with the firing of 11 ballistic missiles 

being backed up by an array of smaller, shorter-range rockets which landed north-east and south-west of the island. 

Beijing’s state media claimed more than 100 planes, including fighter jets and bombers, and ten warships had joined in 

the exercises. 
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Taipei would not confirm if 

missiles had flown directly over 

the island but Taiwanese 

politician Wang Ting-yu said there 

would be dreadful consequences 

for any military attack. 

‘We have to make our enemy 

know: we are prepared. If you 

dare to do something stupid, you 

will fail, and the price is too high. 

Taiwan’s sincere hope is that we 

can keep the peace and our 

sovereignty forever. 

‘And we hope China can become a 

reasonable and more civilized 

country. But a country cannot 

survive on dreams.’ 

For as long as the exercises 

continue, Beijing will effectively 

be blockading its neighbour in 

what analysts fear could be a 

practice for a full-scale invasion.  

The Global Times, the English-

language state-run newspaper in 

China, openly described the 

activities as a ‘rehearse 

reunification operation.’ 

The war games also threaten to 

disrupt one of the world’s busiest 

shipping lanes. Nearly half the 

world’s ships passed through the 

narrow Taiwan Strait – which 

separates the island from China – 

in the first seven months of this year. Chinese president Xi Jinping has pledged to reunify Taiwan and mainland China, 

who split in 1949 after a civil war. 

The military exercises he has sanctioned were backed up by a barrage of rhetoric from Beijing officials last night. Military 

expert Song Zhongping said the ‘comprehensive and highly targeted’ operations showed China’s ‘determination of 

resolving Taiwan question once and for all.’ (Daily Mail). 

White House summoned Chinese ambassador to condemn provocations after Pelosi's Taiwan visit - The 

White House summoned China's ambassador yesterday to condemn China's "irresponsible" military activities near 

Taiwan as tensions continue to escalate in the region following US House Speaker Pelosi's visit to the island this week. 
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"After China's actions overnight, we summoned PRC Ambassador Qin Gang to the White House to demarche him about 

the PRC's provocative actions. We condemned the PRC's military actions, which are irresponsible, at odds with our long-

standing goal of maintaining peace and stability and across the Taiwan Strait," National Security Council coordinator for 

strategic communications John Kirby said in a statement to CNN. 

The decision to summon Qin came after days of warnings to China not to escalate tensions in the region following the 

speaker's visit to the self-governing island, which the Chinese Communist Party regards as its territory despite having 

never controlled it. It represents a shift from the White House's attitude about the trip before it occurred, when officials 

privately tried to warn Pelosi over the possible consequences of the visit and how it could harm US-China relations. The 

meeting was first reported by The Washington Post. 

In the days since Pelosi left Taiwan, China has taken multiple bellicose steps, both diplomatically and militarily. 

On the diplomatic front, Beijing is sanctioning Pelosi and her immediate family and said Friday it would suspend 

cooperation with Washington on several issues, including combating the climate crisis. 

The pause in climate talks between the US and China is symbolically significant for the two nations' bilateral relationship 

because the climate crisis was one of the few areas the US and China had continued to cooperate on in recent years, 

even during times of heightened geopolitical tensions. 

Putin 

Putin is banking on a failure of political will in the west before Russia runs out of firepower - The Russo-

Ukrainian war is coming down to a race between the weakening political will of western democracies and the 

deteriorating military means of Vladimir Putin’s dictatorship. But this race will be a marathon, not a sprint. Sustaining 

that political will requires the kind of farsighted leadership which most democracies are missing. It calls for a recognition 

that our own countries are also, in some important sense, at war – and a corresponding politics of the long haul. 

In his campaign to defeat not only Ukraine but also the west, Putin is counting on Russia’s two traditional wartime allies: 

Field Marshal Time and General Winter. The Russian leader is weaponising energy, reducing gas flows through the 

Nordstream 1 pipeline so Germany can’t fully replenish its gas storage before the weather turns cold.  

Then he will have the option of turning off the gas entirely, plunging Germany and other dependent European countries 

into a desperate winter. High energy prices as a result of the war continue to turbocharge inflation in the west while 

keeping Putin’s own war chest filled with the billions of euros Germany and others are still paying for Russian gas and oil.  

Although a few grain ships are now leaving Odesa, his blockade of Ukrainian ports has caused a food price crisis across 

parts of the Middle East and Africa, resulting in much human misery and potentially in refugee flows and political chaos. 

Those, too, are Putin’s friends. Better still: the global south seems to blame this at least as much on the west as on Russia. 

Putin’s cultural and political analysis of the west leads him to believe that time is on his side. In his view, the west is 

decadent, weakened by multiculturalism, immigration, the post-nationalism of the EU, LGBTQ+ rights, atheism, pacifism 

and democracy. No match, therefore, for carnivorous, martial great powers which still cleave to the old trinity of God, 

family and nation. 

There are people in the west who agree with him, subverting western and European unity from within. Just read Viktor 

Orbán’s scandalous recent speech to an ethnic Hungarian audience in Romania, with its insistence that Hungarians should 

not become “mixed race”, its sweeping critique of the west’s policy on Ukraine and its conclusion that “Hungary needs 

to make a new agreement with the Russians”. 
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Although the party likely to emerge victorious from next month’s Italian elections, the Fratelli d’Italia, is the indirect 

successor of a neo-fascist party founded in 1946, it does at least support the western position on the war in Ukraine. But 

the leaders of the Fratelli’s probable coalition partners, the Lega’s Matteo Salvini and Forza Italia’s Silvio Berlusconi have 

a pro-Putin past and cannot be relied on to stand firm on Ukraine, as the current Italian prime minister, Mario Draghi, 

has done. In Germany, a plurality of those asked in a recent opinion poll (47%) said Ukraine should give up its eastern 

territories in return for “peace”. European voices calling on Ukraine to “settle” along those lines will only get louder as 

the war grinds on. (Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn recently joined them, although his intervention won’t affect the 

strong cross-party consensus in Britain on support for Ukraine.) 

Most important are the midterm elections in the US. If Donald Trump announces his presidential candidacy off the back 

of midterm election successes for his partisans, this could spell big trouble for what has so far been rare bipartisan 

consensus in the US on large-scale economic and military support for Ukraine. Notoriously reluctant to criticise Putin, 

Trump has told his supporters that “the Democrats are sending another $40bn to Ukraine, yet America’s parents are 

struggling to even feed their children”. 

What would it take to prove the Russian leader wrong about the intrinsic weakness of western democracies? Rather a 

lot. The two largest armies in Europe are going to be slogging it out in Ukraine for months and quite probably years to 

come. Neither side is giving up; neither has a clear path to victory. All the current peace scenarios are unrealistic. When 

you can’t begin to see how something is going to end, it’s unlikely to end soon. 

To sustain Ukraine’s resistance and enable its army to recover lost territory requires weapon supplies on a scale that is 

large even for America’s military-industrial complex. For example, the US has reportedly already sent one-third of its 

entire stock of Javelin anti-tank missiles. According to a former deputy governor of the National Bank of Ukraine, the 

country needs a further $5bn a month in macroeconomic support just to ensure that its economy does not collapse – 

close to double what it is currently getting. That’s before you even get to the challenge of postwar reconstruction, which 

may cost as much as $1tn. 

If we stay the course, at scale, then Field Marshal Time will be on Ukraine’s side. Putin’s stocks of his most modern 

weapons and best trained troops have already been depleted. Keep up the pressure and – military experts tell us – he 

will be reaching back to 40-year-old tanks, and raw recruits. Western sanctions are hitting the hi-tech parts of his 

economy, needed for resupply. Could he compensate for the loss of skilled troops by a general mobilisation? Will China 

come to his aid with modern weapons supplies? Can he escalate? These questions have to be asked, of course, but the 

pressure would be back on him. 

In democracies, leaders must justify and explain to voters this kind of large-scale, strategic commitment, otherwise they 

will not support it in the long run. Putin would then be proved right in his diagnosis of the weakness of democracy. 

Estonia’s Kaja Kallas is giving an example of such leadership, but then her people know all too much about Russia already. 

At the moment I don’t see any leader of a major western democracy doing the same, except perhaps for Mario Draghi – 

and he’s leaving. (The Guardian). 

Desperate Putin 'is considering turning to Kim Jong Un for help in Ukraine and offering energy and grain 

in return for 100,000 soldiers', Russian reports claim - A desperate Putin is considering turning to North Korea 

for help in his invasion of Ukraine, and is willing to offer energy and grain in return for 100,000 soldiers, according to 

reports in Russia. 

North Korea has made it clear through 'diplomatic channels' that as well as providing builders to repair war damage, it is 

ready to supply a vast fighting force in an attempt to tip the balance in Moscow's favour, reported Regnum news agency. 

They would be deployed to the forces of the separatist pro-Putin Donetsk People's Republic [DPR] and Luhansk People's 

Republic [LPR], both of which Kim has recently recognised as independent countries. 
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Korotchenko, editor-in-chief of Russia's National Defence journal on Rossiya 1 channel, said: 'There are reports that 

100,000 North Korean volunteers are prepared to come and take part in the conflict.' 

'If North Korean volunteers with their artillery systems, wealth of experience with counter battery warfare and large 

calibre multiple launch rocket systems, made in North Korea, want to participate in the conflict, well let's give the green 

light to their volunteer impulse.' 

He said: 'If North Korea expresses a desire to meet its international duty to fight against Ukrainian fascism, we should let 

them.' It was the 'sovereign right of the DPR and LPR to sign the relevant agreements,' he said. 

Russia has repeatedly claimed Ukraine is a 'fascist' country as one of its many ways to attempt to justify Putin's brutal 

invasion, that has killed thousands of civilians and caused millions of people to flee their homes. 

Meanwhile Russia should end its participation in international sanctions against Kim's regime, Korotchenko claimed. 

(Watch for this as a sign of changes in the Russian position). 

Ties between Russia and North Korea dates back to 1948, when the Soviet Union became the first country to officially 

recognise the DPRK. During the Korean war, the Korean People's Army was supported by the USSR. 

Geopolitics 

Ethnic Armenian Forces Say Situation In Nagorno-Karabakh Stable After Deadly Cease-Fire Violations - 

De facto ethnic Armenian military authorities in Nagorno-Karabakh say the situation in the breakaway region has 

stabilized after a flare-up in violence with Azerbaijani forces that left three soldiers dead and prompted Baku to take 

control of several strategic heights in the disputed region. 

A day after each side blamed the other for cease-fire violations that saw one Azerbaijani soldier and two from ethnic 

Armenian forces killed, the de facto ethnic Armenian military authorities said on August 4 that despite some sporadic 

gunfire, "steps to stabilize the situation continue to be taken with the mediation of the command of the Russian military," 

which is overseeing the situation. 

Armenia lost control over parts of the breakaway region and seven adjacent districts as part of the Russian-brokered 

cease-fire. An estimated 2,000 Russian troops have been deployed to monitor the situation. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, which had been under ethnic Armenian control for nearly three decades prior to the war in 2020, is 

internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan. 

The recent cease-fire violations drew an immediate international rebuke, with Russia accusing Baku of violating the brittle 

cease-fire and the United States and the European Union urging an "immediate" cessation of hostilities. 

Russia Expels 14 Bulgarian Diplomats In Tit-For-Tat Move - Russia says it is expelling 14 Bulgarian consular and 

embassy staff in response to Sofia's "unfounded" decision to expel Russian diplomatic personnel as tensions rage over 

Moscow's ongoing unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 

Russia's Foreign Ministry said in a statement issued on August 5 that it had summoned Bulgarian Ambassador Atanas 

Krystin and handed him a note declaring the 14 employees in Russia as personae non gratae. 

Several European countries have expelled Russian diplomats after Moscow launched its invasion of Ukraine in late 

February. 

Bulgaria said in late June that it was expelling 70 Russian diplomats and temporarily closing Russia's Consulate-General 

in the northern Bulgarian city of Ruse. 
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U.S.-China competition heats up in the South Pacific - While global attention is fixed on a potential crisis between 

the U.S. and China over Taiwan, another tug of war between the superpowers is unfolding 3,500 miles to the southeast. 

Zoom in: Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman and U.S. Ambassador to Australia Caroline Kennedy will travel this 

weekend to the Solomon Islands, a small South Pacific archipelago that's become a hotspot for U.S.-China competition. 

• Given their population of under 700,000, the islands have seen a remarkable level of engagement from 

Washington, including a high-level delegation in April. 

• The attention was due to a planned security pact between the Solomon Islands and China, which the Biden 

administration feared could allow Beijing to dispatch security forces there or even establish a naval base. 

• Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare signed the agreement over U.S. objections but insisted last month that there 

would be no Chinese base. 

• Furthermore, he said Australia — where news of the pact prompted frantic debates about regional influence and 

security — will remain the "security partner of choice," with China only called in "if there is a gap." 

Driving the news: Sherman and Kennedy are officially making the trip to mark the 80th anniversary of the Battle of 

Guadalcanal, which was fought on the largest island in the Solomons. 

• Both of their fathers were wounded in the Solomon Islands during World War II. 

• Many of the same factors that made control of the islands pivotal during the war — their importance for maritime 

supply lines and proximity to U.S. allies Australia and New Zealand — are still relevant today. 

Between the lines: Still, with the security pact already signed, it might seem strange to dispatch another delegation so 

soon. 

• But the U.S. and Australia are quietly working to limit the scope of the agreement in practice and to compete 

with China's growing clout in the region to avoid similar outcomes elsewhere. 

• Sherman will arrive after stops in Samoa and Tonga, the latter of which is set to host a new U.S. embassy (as are 

Kiribati and the Solomon Islands). 

• Earlier this year, Tony Blinken became the first U.S. secretary of state to visit Fiji in 40 years. 

What they're saying: In a virtual address to the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) last month, Vice President Kamala Harris 

promised additional funding for economic development and environmental protections and announced the U.S. would 

appoint an envoy to the region for the first time. 

• "We recognize that in recent years, the Pacific Islands may not have received the diplomatic attention and 

support that you deserve. So today I am here to tell you directly: We are going to change that," Harris said. 

That growing sense of urgency comes as the U.S. and Australia play "whack-a-mole" to prevent other agreements that 

could expand Chinese influence — such as outbidding Huawei to build vital undersea cables, said Charles Edel, Australia 

chair at CSIS. 

• "The Chinese have been trying everywhere and [in the Solomon Islands] they found a partner willing to dance 

with them," Edel said. 

Yes, but: When China proposed a sweeping multilateral agreement to 10 Pacific island countries in May, it reportedly 

found no takers. Leaders from the region often note that they need climate solidarity more than any geopolitical alliance. 

What to watch: The Solomon Islands never published the terms of its deal with Beijing, but a leaked draft noted that 

Chinese forces could help restore order on the islands. 



 

17 
 

• Sogavare, whose pro-China policies have been enormously contentious on the islands, wants to delay elections 

that are scheduled to take place next year. 

• Given the country's recent history of political violence, a worst-case scenario for the U.S. and Australia would be 

a delayed or disputed election, after which Sogavare turns to China to keep the peace. 

The Astounding Gluttony of Giants 

Putin has unleashed hell upon Ukraine, and on his own information-deprived people, in a bid to enlarge the world's 

largest country, which already stretches across 11 time zones. 

Closely watching is China's Xi Jinping, who rules the world's most populous country with 1.4 billion people, has destroyed 

freedom in Hong Kong (violating a commitment to preserve "one country, two systems"), and is sorely tempted to gobble 

up Taiwan. 

To the west, it would be a wonder if India and Pakistan, two nuclear powers which are the second and fifth most populous 

on Earth respectively, don't eventually go to war over Kashmir, a province that would barely move the needle for either 

by any metric. 

Is nothing ever enough? Is it worth sacrificing a single life to add to these countries' already huge numbers? 

It is worth examining Taiwan especially, if only because it accounts for most of the world's production of microchips, and 

as it's in the news because Beijing is agitated as hell over a meaningless visit by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. China's 

military is issuing ominous warnings, trade restrictions have been applied, highly threatening live exercises have been 

held, and it is not inconceivable that more extensive blockades are coming in addition to violations of Taiwan's airspace. 

The island was never part of communist China, and the vast majority of its 23 million people clearly enjoy their boisterous 

democracy and quality of life, displaying no wish to join the oppressive mainland. Populated by both indigenous people 

and mainland migrants who began arriving in the 17th century, the former Formosa has been a Dutch colony, an annexed 

Chinese province, a protectorate of Japan and an independent republic founded by anti-Communists fleeing the 

mainland. 

Beijing, whose territory is about the size of the United States, considers Taiwan, which is 250 times smaller, a breakaway 

province. Especially if Putin gets away with land grabs in Ukraine, China will be emboldened to make an even more 

aggressive move. If China invaded, the global economic damage would be incalculable, eclipsing even the energy and 

food crises caused by the Ukraine war. 

Revanchism, the desire to acquire or reacquire land, has been a fixture in history. But in much of the world and certainly 

in Europe, it was in retreat during the decades after World War II, a trauma whose legacies included a mighty impatience 

with quibbles over borders. 

But as memories fade, revanchism is back in style, with autocrats especially. And when big powers like Russia and China 

start to mess with the map, smaller powers take note and emulate, especially bad actors who rule non-democracies or 

fake democracies. 

Turkey is a case in point. If Ankara were rational, it would seek to unload some of the Kurdish historic homeland in its 

east, and even make history by persuading Iran and Iraq, which also occupy Kurdish lands, to allow the creation of a 

contiguous Kurdish state. All three countries would no longer rule over the world's largest dispossessed people (a pesky 

minority for each) and would shock all observers with a positive contribution to global justice. 

But that is a pipedream. Instead, Erdogan bans the Kurdish language and culture, arrests Kurdish leaders, tried to keep 

Finland and Sweden out of NATO by claiming they go easy on Kurdish terrorists, and now plots to deepen his incursions 

into Syria in order to fight Kurds there—a land grab which, if allowed, may not be reversed for decades, if ever. 
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The model for that might be Turkey's own 1974 invasion of the island of Cyprus, whose territory is almost 100 times 

smaller. Having added Turkish settlers to the already existing non-Greek population, it has cemented its rule over the 

island's north, and a hideous wall bisects the capital Nicosia. 

Moreover, Erdogan, having seemingly given up on Turkish admission to the EU, now makes threats against EU member 

Greece and dreams of reestablishing Ottoman influence around the region—a soft-power version of empire-building. 

One of Turkey's main protectorates, Azerbaijan, is run by dictator Ilham Aliyev, who has learned well. Armed by Turkey 

and having signed a cooperation agreement with Putin days before the Ukraine invasion, he too is looking to expand. 

Azerbaijan has some mineral wealth—it just signed a deal to increase natural gas supplies to the EU—and could focus on 

building a better life for its 10 million people, who have never known a day of decent government. 

Instead, it seeks conquest. In 2020 Azerbaijan instigated a war against the Armenians, succeeding in grabbing significant 

portions of Nagorno-Karabakh, a region that had been self-governed by its ethnic Armenian majority and that is in dispute 

between Azerbaijan and Armenia. Even in recent days, incursions on Armenian-held areas reportedly continue. 

Aliyev's statements strongly suggest he now has designs on the territory of small, landlocked Armenia itself. Specifically, 

he has often spoken about carving out a land corridor through Armenia's southeast to connect Azerbaijan with its non-

contiguous province of Nakhihevan, and less frequently, but quite tellingly, he proclaims all of Armenia to be Azeri lands. 

If such revanchism is allowed, the flames will quickly spread around the world. African borders are especially vulnerable. 

They largely resulted from colonialism dividing up the spoils of the continent without regard to local tribal loyalties or 

linguistic connections. This is why there is currently a war almost no one in the West is paying attention to in Tigray, in 

northern Ethiopia. It is why there was such violence in Darfur, in central Africa, and in parts of the continent's west. 

You could argue that there are practical reasons to try to enlarge a country – natural resources issues, access to the sea, 

a reuniting of minorities. Indeed, Putin's aggression against Ukraine is rooted in a not-inconceivable sense that its 

northern and eastern provinces especially played a role in Russian culture and history. 

But that is plainly not what the people in Ukraine want today. Indifference to their wishes—or the invention of fantasy 

narratives to discredit them—reveals revanchism for what it usually is: hubristic and vicious. 

There is a reason why the world has been unsympathetic to land disputes and prefers the status quo even in cases in 

which ethnic groups were left on the "wrong" side of a border—such as the millions of ethnic Hungarians stuck in Romania 

just because that country was the last to wrest control of the Transylvania region before World War II. 

It's because there is no end to it. Every border in the planet could be disputed. There is no such thing as a natural 

connection between people and a territory. Almost every border is the result of one conquest or another, one injustice 

or another. 

The only way to prevent never-ending war—and the global disruptions they often cause—is to make revanchists pay a 

high price. The world could step in and refuse to accept even the hint of warlike rhetoric. 

The world community's toolbox for disincentivizing mischief makers from threatening border changes without mutual 

agreement is very broad, ranging from disallowing visa-free travel and trade arrangements to proactive economic 

sanctions against countries or their leaders and nationals of consequence, all the way to arming the other side. In an 

interdependent and highly globalized world, these are not trifles, and in most cases, they should amount to an effective 

deterrent. 
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Sure, a price would be exacted on the West as well, especially when economic warfare results. We see a version of that 

in the current inflation, which is partly caused by the prolonging of the Ukraine war by the West's arming of and support 

for the victim—and in Europe's coming natural gas crisis. 

But decency always carries a price, for it is scarce, and scarcity has value. The price of peace is always worth it in the long 

run. 

 

 


