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Conflict Update # 104 

June 28th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to launch 

assault operations south and southwest of 

Lysychansk. The Luhansk People’s  Republic 

(LNR) officials claimed that Ukrainian forces 

had begun to withdraw from the city, but ISW 

cannot confirm these claims. 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful 
offensive operations north of Slovyansk and 

conducted spoiling attacks on settlements west 

of Izyum, likely to disrupt Ukrainian 

counteroffensives. 

Russian forces failed to advance along the 

Kharkiv City-Belgorod highway and continued 

to undertake measures to hinder Ukrainian 

advances towards the international border or 

Izyum. 

Ukrainian forces continued to launch 
counteroffensives north of Kherson City and 

reportedly liberated two settlements. 

Russian forces continued to transfer 
military equipment and personnel east of 

Melitopol. 

Russian occupation authorities are 

maintaining unsuccessful efforts to introduce 

ruble salary payments and set conditions to 

inflate electoral numbers in a future referendum. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued to conduct 

offensive operations southwest of Lysychansk to sever the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway in several areas. Luhansk 

Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai reported that Russian forces attempted to gain a foothold in the southern part 

of the Lysychansk Oil Refinery and pushed west of Vochoyarivka, but did not reach the T1302 as of June 28. Haidai also 

added that Russian forces fought south and southwest of Lysychansk. Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Ambassador to 

Russia Rodion Miroshnik claimed that LNR and Russian forces have advanced a third of the way into Lysychansk from the 

south and are fighting at the Shaktar football stadium, while other troops cross the Siverskyi Donetsk River around 

Kreminna. ISW is unable to independently verify these claims. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) noted that Russian  
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forces also conducted an unsuccessful attack west of 

Mykolaivka and Yakovlivka, both along the T1302. Russian 

Su-25 aircraft struck Ukrainian positions in Bila Hora, just 

southeast of Lysychansk. 

Russian forces continued to make limited territorial gains 

south of Bakhmut today. They continued to attack 

settlements along the E-40 highway that runs from 

Slovyansk to Bakhmut, approximately 13km southeast of 

Bakhmut. UGS also added that enemy forces are attacking 

in the direction of the Uglehirska Power Plant northwest of 

Svitlodarsk. Ukrainian forces reportedly repelled Russian 

attacks in Pavlivka, just east of the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 

Oblast border. 

Russian forces are likely continuing to launch spoiling 

attacks west of Izyum to disrupt Ukrainian 

counteroffensives in the area. UGS reported that Russian 

forces attempted an unsuccessful assault on Zalyman, 

approximately 26km northwest of Izyum, on June 28, 

having failed to advance in the area yesterday. Russian 

forces likely continued to attack  Zalyman with insufficient 

combat power to make real gains in their effort to disrupt 

Ukrainian counter-offensives and thereby defend Russian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to Izyum through 

Borova (approximately 41km east). Ukrainian forces 

continued to target Russian equipment in Vesele, just east 

of Zalyman. Russian forces are likely also continuing to 

conduct aerial reconnaissance and operate near Velyka 

Komyshuvakha (approximately 21km west of Izyum) to 

disrupt Ukrainian advances from the west. 

Russian forces conducted assaults north of Slovyansk but 

were unable to advance along the E-40 highway on June 

28. Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr 

Motuzyanyk reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 

Russian offensive operations on Mazanivka, just west of 

the E40. Russian forces also continued to shell settlements 

around Lyman and Slovyansk itself. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful 

offensive operations in northwestern  Kharkiv 

Oblast and continued to undertake measures 

to prevent Ukrainian forces from reaching the 

international border or striking Russian 

positions southeast of Kharkiv City. Ukrainian 

Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr 

Motuzyanyk reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled a Russian attack on Dementiivka 

along the Kharkiv City-Belgorod highway. UGS 

added that Russian Ka-52 helicopters struck 

in the area of Yavirske, 65km southeast of 

Kharkiv City, likely to hinder Ukrainian 

counterattacks in the area. Russian forces 

continued to shell Kharkiv City and 

settlements in its vicinity and conduct aerial 

reconnaissance. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Ukrainian forces continued to launch 

counteroffensive operations north of 

Kherson City today. Ukrainian military 

journalist Andriy Tsaplienko reported that 

Ukrainian forces liberated Zelenyi Hai and 

Barvinok, approximately 25km north of 

Kherson City on the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast 

border. An unnamed Pentagon official had 

previously reported that Ukrainian forces 

liberated small villages north and northwest 

of Kherson City over the weekend, but neither 

Ukrainian nor US officials had named these 

settlements as of June 28. The Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command stated that 

Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to 

regain previously lost positions in 

Potyomkyne, Plotnytske, and Lupareve in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast. Russian forces continued to shell and launch air strikes along the Mykolaiv-Kherson and 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders to disrupt Ukrainian counteroffensives. Ukrainian Southern Operational 

Command Spokesperson Nataliya Gumenyuk noted that Ukrainian forces also struck three Russian Pantsir systems in a 

continuing effort to destroy Russian defenses on the Snake Island off the Romanian coast. 

Russian forces today continued to transfer equipment and personnel east of Melitopol. Zaporizhia Oblast Military 

Administration Head Oleksandr Starukh reported that Russian forces are transporting military equipment to and from 

Melitopol to unspecified settlements in the east. Starukh added that Russian forces moved a battalion tactical group 

(BTG) to Berdyansk and the Prymorsk area, but it is unclear if the BTG will continue further east or remain in that area. 
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Russian forces may be relocating more 

military personnel to suppress rising 

partisan activity in cities like Berdyansk or 

could be reinforcing Russian defensive 

positions on the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 

Oblast border. Russian forces are also 

likely setting conditions to hold the E58 

highway stretching from Rostov-on-Don to 

Kherson City even if Ukrainian 

counteroffensives push back the Russian 

line to the north. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - 

Russian occupation authorities continued 

to introduce bureaucratic measures to 

install societal control over occupied 

territories on June 28 but face challenges 

due to Ukrainian resistance. The Ukrainian 

Resistance Center reported that the 

Russian occupation administration is 

attempting to carry out a medical reform 

in Kherson Oblast to follow the Russian 

healthcare model. Ukrainian healthcare 

workers largely refuse to cooperate with 

Russian occupation authorities, disrupting 

Russian plans to introduce ruble salaries in 

Kherson Oblast. The Ukrainian Southern 

Operational Command also noted that 

Russian forces are opening a network of 

offices in southern Ukraine offering 

Russian passports, likely to inflate 

electorate numbers before a referendum. 

Ukrainian forces are likely conducting a fighting withdrawal that may include pulling back from Lysychansk and 

Luhansk Oblast in the near future which probably aims to force the Russian offensive to culminate prematurely. The 

Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Ambassador to Russia Rodion Miroshnik and Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian 

forces began a large-scale withdrawal from Lysychansk towards Siversk, Kramatorsk, and Slovyansk on June 28. Although 

ISW cannot confirm independently Miroshnik’s claims of an ongoing withdrawal, Ukrainian forces may continue the 

fighting withdrawal that began in Severodonetsk to Ukrainian strongholds around Siversk, Kramatorsk, and Slovyansk. 

The staunch but limited Ukrainian defense of Severodonetsk imposed high costs on the Russians despite new Russian 

tactics intended to limit Russian casualties. Kyiv could continue this approach until the Russian attack culminates or 

Ukrainian forces reach more defensible positions along a straighter line dotted with fortified cities and towns. 

The pace and outcome of the next phase of the current campaign may depend in part on Russia’s ability to 

recoup combat power from the forces that participated in the Battle of Severodonetsk. The remaining Russian forces in 

Severodonetsk will need to cross the Siverskyi Donets River into Lysychansk from Severodonetsk or its surrounding 

settlements to participate further in the Russian offensive. This movement could require some time since the Russians 
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destroyed the three main bridges across the river near the city. Miroshnik claimed that Russian forces have already 

crossed the Siverskyi Donets River from Kreminna and are building bridgeheads for further attacks on Lysychansk from 

the north. ISW cannot independently verify Miroshnik’s claims. If they are true, and Russian forces threaten to complete 

the cauldron by pushing from the north and southwest of Lysychansk, then Ukrainian forces will likely abandon 

Lysychansk as well and conduct a fighting withdrawal to more defensible positions.  

Russian forces that have engaged in continuous offensive operations in Severodonetsk will also require some time to 

restore combat capabilities before participating in an assault on northern or northeastern Lysychansk. An unnamed 

Pentagon official stated that Russian forces continue to endure significant losses in fights for small territorial gains, and 

Russian groups that fought in Severodonetsk likely lost personnel and equipment. The locations and strength of the 

Russian troops that seized Severodonetsk remain unclear at this time, however. A notable acceleration of Russian attacks 

from the south of Lysychansk or from across the Siverskyi Donetsk River would likely indicate that the Russians have 

completed a redeployment of forces from Severodonetsk. ISW has not yet observed such indicators. 

Quick upshot 

Russia is running out of munitions and manpower.  

Putin is pushing hard to rapidly capture the Donbas and then declare it part of “New Russia.” 

Any attack thereafter he will call an “invasion”, needed in terms of (Russian) law to trigger a “Declaration of War”and not 

a “Special Military Operation.”  

Russian constitution language specifically prohibits calling anything a war unless there is an invasion of Russian soil. 

By calling it a “Special Military Operation,” Putin cannot – again by (Russian) constitutional law – mobilize. 

But an “invasion” – against “New Russia” - will provide him the premise to declare a “war” and mobilize, giving him access 

to far more manpower – BUT – he doesn’t have sufficient munitions, and new manpower first needs to be trained. He 

doesn’t have the time. 

What mobilization also means is that he will be calling up troops as opposed to conscripting them, something every 

Russian is accustomed to. It is part of their daily lives, something they have grown up with. 

This change will show (Russian) people that things are not going well or according to plan and public statement.  

Calling up troops moves away from annual conscription which, in Russia, translated as "universal military obligation" or 

"liability for military service" and a 12-month draft for those aged 18 to 27 years, starts every April 1st and includes a  

guarantee of no insertion into “hot” or war zones, again in line with Russian constitutional law. 

Changing tack will instead mean that Russian folk are compelled to report for training, and for longer than a year.  

This will dramatically change the Russian mindset. Witness the late-1960’s reaction to the Vietnam draft in the US. 

Putin is aware of this, but he is between a rock and a hard place. 

Right now, apart from conscript Russians, it is also using large numbers of “foreign” soldiers – Chechnyans, Caucasians 

(Circassians, Ubykhs and Abkhaz-Abazinians for example) and Syrians, and does not need to face mothers when they 

perish in large numbers. (See article below). 

Those “declared” Russian casualties to date are primarily from far-flung corners of Russia where resentment is growing 

with the rate of returning dead and injured. (See article below regarding wives of Russian officers). 
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But with the draconian Russian clampdown on news coverage, awareness of these alarming “declared” casualties, or of 

the actual numbers of casualties, does not reach the main population center in and around Moscow, keeping them 

oblivious of the precarious situation.  

Casualties from here are not published or acknowledged in any meaningful way, as should be the case. Instead, Russia 

drips news of deaths and injuries piece by piece, disguising the perilous state of affairs.  

This explains the many thousands of bodybags with dead (Russian) soldiers still in refrigerated trains in Ukraine waiting 

for expatriation back to their homeland. 

This indicates that Putin 

• Is running out of time 

• Running out of manpower and munitions 

• Running out of funds 

• Cannot maintain massive outlays in cost whilst making minor advances with enormous losses 

• Needs to “declare victory” before the vast insertion of long-range artillery from NATO and the US into Ukraine 

starts taking devastating effect against his ground forces and pushing them back.  

Ukraine, from this week, is striking Russian posts and positions behind their (Russian) front lines. Present Ukrainian 

tactical artillery range, even with new equipment, is around 40 miles, but new weaponry is expected to push this to 

between 80 and 100 miles. This will change the face of the front line conflict. Putin and his general staff are aware of this. 

And he and his staff are also aware that new weaponry destined for Ukraine has the latest technological guidance 

systems, allowing for them to accurately strike targets with minimal waste. 

Russia has largely succeeded in capturing control of many parts of the Donbas – which appears to be headed for a long-

term stand-off. 

Putin is under the hammer and needs to shut down the Russian bleeding as quickly as possible and then sue for peace, 

hoping that the world at large will exert pressure on Ukraine to surrender the Donbas and Crimea, which Ukrainians have 

shown no inclination to do.  

He will dangle the growing global food crisis in front of the UN and across the 3rd World, striving to show that it is Ukraine, 

and not Russia, that is the cause of their grief and imminent unrest.  

He is already selling enormous amounts of captured Ukrainian grain into India, North Africa and other 3rd World areas – 

positioning Russia as the “saviour.”  

Food shortages will shortly translate into riots and open conflict – and then all bets are off.  

This he hopes will pressure Ukraine into accepting the military “status quo.” 

Regarding the next step of introducing a declaration of war, Medvedev, one of Putin’s senior deputies and a previous 

Russian Prime Minister, yesterday warned that any NATO attack against Crimea will be termed “An Act of War.” Indicative 

of the executive Russian mindset about what they need to do. (See following article). 

This explains why the G7 and NATO are reinforcing support of Ukraine and committing to ever-larger amounts of armor 

and technical weaponry. 

We are reaching a point of transition. 
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Russia warns Ukraine attempts to retake Crimea will be seen as 'declaration of war' - A top Russian official 

on Tuesday warned Ukraine that any attempt to retake control over the illegally annexed peninsula of Crimea will be 

seen as a "declaration of war" by Moscow. 

Despite international condemnation and the largest conflict in Europe since World War II, Putin has maintained his 

invasion amounts to a "special military operation," not an official declaration of war.  

"For us, Crimea is part of Russia. And it shall be forever. Any attempt to encroach on Crimea is a declaration of war on 

our country," Deputy Chairman of Russia’s Security Council Dmitry Medvedev told Russian media Tuesday. 

Zelenskyy threatens Belarus soldiers who attack Ukraine: 'We will find you all' - Ukrainian President 

Zelenskyy made a direct appeal to Belarus soldiers, who recently joined the war in support of Russia, telling them plainly 

that they will not live if they continue to fight against Ukraine. 

"Firstly, all pilots, dispatchers, mechanics, and other people who ensure the launch of missiles at Ukraine must 

understand: We will find you all," Zelenskyy said during an address on Sunday night. 

"Each of you will be responsible for these strikes," he added. "And if someone thinks that he will evade responsibility by 

saying that such was the order, you are mistaken." 

G7 Leaders Call Russian Missile Strike On Shopping Mall A War Crime, Vow To Hold Putin Responsible - 
Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) major democracies called a Russian missile strike on a crowded shopping center in 

Ukraine on June 27 a war crime and vowed to hold Russian President Vladimir Putin accountable. 

"Indiscriminate attacks on innocent civilians constitute a war crime," the leaders said in the statement, adding that they 

"solemnly condemn the abominable attack" in Kremenchuk. 

Dozens Still Missing After Deadly Russian Attack On Mall, G7 Pledges 'Long Haul' Support - Dozens of people 

were still missing after a Russian missile strike hit a crowded shopping center in the central Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk, 

killing at least 18 people, as fighting continued for the control of Lysychansk, the last Ukrainian holdout in the eastern 

Luhansk region.  

Authorities said at least 36 people were still missing as rescuers continued their frantic search through the rubble after 

the June 27 strike that occurred as more than 1,000 people were inside the mall. 

Regional Governor Dmytro Lunyn said the mall was "completely destroyed" by the missile strike, which Ukraine blamed 

on Russia, saying that air-to-surface missiles fired from Tu-22 long-range bombers had been used. 

Russia's Defense Ministry on June 28 denied it targeted the shopping mall, saying the missiles were fired at a weapons 

depot in Kremenchuk and that exploding ammunition stocks sparked the deadly fire. 

"As a result of a high-precision strike, Western-made weapons and ammunition concentrated in the storage area for 

further shipment to the Ukrainian grouping of troops in the Donbas were hit," the ministry said in a statement. 

It also falsely claimed the mall was "nonfunctioning." 

Russia's 'Shadow Mobilization' Accelerates With New Ethnic Units From The North Caucasus - Faced with 

a deepening personnel crisis within its military, Russia is scrambling to find fighters for its war in Ukraine and recruiting 

heavily from its North Caucasus region to form new units along ethnic lines who are then deployed with minimal training. 

Regional officials from Daghestan, Ingushetia, and Kalmykia have announced plans to form rifle companies that are each 

made up of soldiers from a particular Russian republic. According to reporting by Caucasus.Realities, a regional news 

outlet of RFE/RL's North Caucasus Service, these national units are formed primarily of contract soldiers who have 
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previous military training and have been targeted by local recruitment drives aimed at pressuring and enticing men of 

military age to join the war in Ukraine. 

"It seems that the governors [of these North Caucasus republics] were instructed to form extra forces in addition to 

official recruitment through the military registration and enlistment offices," Sergei Krivenko, director of the Citizen. 

Army. Law human rights group, told RFE/RL. 

Ukraine Strikes Jackup Rig in the Black Sea for a Second Time - Ukrainian forces struck a Russian-operated 

drilling rig off the coast of Crimea for a second time, according to Russian state media.  

The jackup drilling rig Tavrida was hit by a Ukrainian missile, leaving a 15-foot hole in the helipad, according to TASS. No 

injuries were reported in this strike, unlike the previous round of attacks, a spokesperson for Crimea's emergency services 

department said.  

Tavrida is reportedly one of the three rigs targeted in an earlier Ukrainian missile strike on June 20. Three people were 

injured in the first attack and seven remain missing. Satellite imaging appears to indicate that one of the targets (not 

Tavrida) is still on fire after five days. 

Given the long distance from Ukrainian-held territory to the rig, many observers have suggested that the strikes were 

carried out using Western-supplied anti-ship missiles. The UK, U.S. and Denmark have all provided Ukraine with Harpoon 

anti-ship missile systems, which have already seen confirmed use against one Russian Navy vessel in the conflict. 

Impacts 

Ukraine Says It Uncovered Russian Spy Network Involving U.S.-Sanctioned Lawmaker - Ukrainian 

authorities said they have uncovered a Russian spy network involving Ukrainian lawmaker Andriy Derkach, who has 

previously been accused by Washington of being a Russian agent. 

The State Security Service (SBU) on June 24 alleged that Derkach set up a network of private security firms to help 

facilitate the entry of Russian units into cities during Moscow's February 24 invasion. 

Derkach could not immediately be reached for comment, but he has previously denied wrongdoing, claiming he was 

being targeted for exposing corruption. His whereabouts are unknown. 

The SBU cited testimony from Derkach's parliamentary aide, Ihor Kolykhayev. It said Kolykhayev had been arrested at the 

beginning of the war, accused of being a go-between between Derkach and Russian military intelligence. 

Derkach was sanctioned by the U.S. Treasury Department in September 2020 for what it said were attempts to influence 

the 2020 U.S. presidential election. 

Bulgaria Expels 70 Russian Embassy Staff Accused Of Working Against Sofia's Interests - Bulgaria has 

ordered 70 Russian diplomatic staff out of the country, claiming that they have been working against Sofia's interests. 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Irena Dimitrova summoned Russian Ambassador Eleonora Mitrofanova on June 28 to 

inform her of the expulsions, a Foreign Ministry statement said. 

The statement said the first reason for the expulsions was "reciprocity” and the second was because Bulgarian authorities 

have determined that the Russian officials' "activity” is incompatible with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

Wives Of Russian Officers Urge Buryatia Leader To Return Their Husbands From Ukraine - More than a 

dozen women in Russia's Republic of Buryatia have recorded a video statement urging the head of the Siberian region to 

recall their husbands from Ukraine where they are serving with the Russian armed forces. 
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One of the women, Vera Partilkhayeva, told RFE/RL on June 28 that the women's husbands were deployed in what were 

officially called military drills in January. But since February, they have been taking part in what Russian officials call the 

"special military operation" in Ukraine. 

"Since February 24, they have been taking part in the special operation. They have been exhausted both morally and 

physically. All of them have suffered light- and medium-level contusions," the women said in the video statement, adding 

that many of the men were sick due to their living conditions. 

Partilkhayeva wrote on her social network accounts that region head Aleksei Tsydenov will be personally responsible for 

every death of local residents in the ongoing war in Ukraine. 

According to her, the video statement was recorded by the wives of military personnel of the Fifth Tank Brigade of Tatsin. 

At least 30 officers and soldiers of that military unit have been confirmed killed in Ukraine. 

Soviet Terror Made Sacrifice Second Nature for Baltics - Tens of thousands of other deportees from the Baltic 

states never returned, but eight decades later, Kallas is prime minister of Estonia and the memories of occupation 

underpin her politics. Now she and her fellow leaders from the three small countries perched on Russia’s western frontier 

have made deep commitments to stand up to Vladimir Putin’s invasion of a fellow ex-Soviet republic. 

They’ve sent weapons to Ukraine, raised defense spending, and unplugged themselves from Russian energy sources. 

They’ve also berated their richer western partners in NATO and the European Union to do more to help prevent a repeat 

of the atrocities that the Kremlin-led occupation committed across the region last century. 

“The exact same thing is happening in Ukraine right now and it tears open the wounds,” Kallas told Bloomberg on June 

16. “We have to do everything we can to stop it.” 

The reports of summary executions in the Kyiv suburbs of Bucha and Irpin, allegations of rape and deportations of 

Ukrainians to Russia, the theft of resources including grain, coal and steel: For Kallas and others in the Baltics, it recalls 

the period when their countries were absorbed into the Soviet Union during World War II. 

Moscow has denied that it’s engaged in such transgressions in Ukraine. 

The three countries finally regained independence when the Iron Curtain fell in 1991. They then ducked under the 

security umbrellas of NATO and the EU. But their position on the alliances’ border with Russia has kept them in a 

heightened state of alert following Moscow’s 2008 war in Georgia and its snatching of Crimea from Ukraine six years 

later. 

Those concerns only intensified after Putin suggested this month that, like the conquests of Russian Emperor Peter the 

Great, he was only taking back what belonged to the motherland. 

Estonia said last week it had information that Russia was conducting military exercises simulating missile attacks against 

the Baltic nation. The Kremlin didn’t respond to requests for comment on such maneuvers. Putin’s security chief also 

vowed to respond to “hostile actions” after Lithuania informed Russia it will start blocking the transport of goods 

sanctioned by the EU to the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad. 

The Baltic leaders have long warned the territory tucked between Lithuania and Poland could potentially serve as a 

launching point along with Russian bases in Belarus to pinch off their countries from the rest of the EU. The only solution 

is a robust show of defense in their territories and to stop Putin’s forces in Ukraine, they say. 

“If the West blinks, slips into appeasement, the only outcome will be a frozen conflict, which will strike again with a 

renewed force,” Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte said this month. 
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In the meantime, they’re arming Ukraine, with Estonia sending weapons worth about a third of its annual defense budget, 

including more than 100 Javelin anti-armor rockets and heavy howitzers. Stinger missiles donated by Latvia were crucial 

to fending off Russia’s airborne assault against the Hostomel airport near Kyiv in the early days of the invasion. Lithuania 

has also funneled weapons but is reticent on numbers. 

Private citizens are also pitching in, donating cash, vehicles and, in Lithuania’s case, armed drones funded by 

crowdsourcing. According to Colonel Peeter Tali, a deputy director at NATO Strategic Communications Centre of 

Excellence, fighting Russia in Ukraine also makes Estonia safer. 

“Every Russian tank, every Russian artillery system that is destroyed in Ukraine means that Estonia potentially has less 

work to do,” he told the Delfi news service earlier in June. 

Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius are expected to renew their calls at NATO’s summit in Madrid tomorrow for the alliance to boost 

its presence on their soil, which already includes some 7,700 German, Dutch, US, British and other forces. And while the 

finalized figure is unlikely to meet Baltic aspirations, the three governments have made progress on securing 

commitments from the alliance. 

Sharper criticism has been leveled at leaders who have suggested Putin needs a way out and that Ukraine may have to 

make concessions to end the fighting. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, and French President Emmanuel Macron all threw 

their support behind Ukraine’s efforts to join the European Union last week and have made commitments to deliver 

weapons to Kyiv. 

But their repeated hesitation and phone sessions with Putin have drawn scorn from leaders in the Baltics, where more 

than 200,000 people were deported during the Soviet occupation and tens of thousands of others were executed and 

hanged in town squares in the 1940s. 

“If you really want Putin to get the message that he’s isolated, don’t call him,” Kallas said in May, criticizing Scholz and 

Macron. Lithuania’s former president, Dalia Grybauskaite, added: “These calls must be defined for what they are: calls to 

a terrorist, a killer and an aggressor.” 

The Source of Ukraine’s Resilience 

How Decentralized Government Brought the Country Together - In early March, the Ukrainian city of Melitopol 

fell to Russian forces. This largely Russian-speaking city was a place where the Kremlin had hoped its forces would be 

welcomed as liberators. After taking over, Russian troops abducted the city’s mayor, Ivan Fedorov, a Russian speaker. 

The Ukrainian government circulated a video showing a blindfolded Fedorov being dragged out of his office. This led to 

mass protests, with hundreds of people demanding the mayor’s release. He was eventually let go, hailed as a hero by 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, and transformed into a symbol of courage in the face of Russian aggression.  

Not all mayors have been as fortunate as Fedorov. In the village of Motyzhyn, outside of Kyiv, Mayor Olga Sukhenko and 

her family were tortured and killed by Russian forces because they refused to cooperate. 

After a month-long occupation, Russia withdrew its forces from the village. Across Ukraine, Russian troops have faced 

fierce resistance as citizens rally not just in support of Zelenskyy in Kyiv but also to defend their local mayors and elected 

city councils. For this reason, the world has gotten to know the names of many Ukrainian cities, including Kharkiv, 

Kherson, Lviv, Mariupol, Bucha, Hostomel, and Irpin, which have witnessed unspeakable war crimes. In Kherson, which 

has been under Russian control for more than three months, a recent café bombing near Russian headquarters showed 

that a resistance movement is alive and well there. Ukrainian guerrilla attacks are taking place in other Russian-occupied 

areas, as well, particularly around Kherson. 
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A major source of Ukraine’s resilience is this strong sense of local civic identity. It is the backbone of the country’s self-

defense, and it helps explain why so many Ukrainians—especially Russian speakers—are so willing to defend their 

communities against Russian invasion. And it’s no accident that local governments have so much authority.  

Decentralization reforms adopted after the Maidan revolution in 2014, which overthrew the Russian-backed government 

of Viktor Yanukovych and came to be known as the Revolution of Dignity, have played a pivotal role in building national 

unity. The devolution of power has facilitated greater social cohesion by transforming competing ethnic identities from 

zero-sum competition into positive-sum community pride. A more decentralized government has given Ukrainians the 

sense that they are building their own country.  

Paradoxically, Ukraine strengthened its state by devolving power. Political legitimacy in Ukraine has been built by citizens 

from the bottom up, and Ukraine must keep its focus on the local level as it begins to consider rebuilding the country 

when the war is over. 

Ukraine’s path to decentralization was creative and unique. Rather than decentralization coming from above, a new law 

in 2015 allowed communities to self-organize voluntarily into new local units called hromadas. Although there were some 

hiccups in the beginning (not all towns and villages formed hromadas immediately), gradually more and more hromadas 

emerged across the country. Local hromada elections in 2015 and 2020 cemented this reform since people were electing 

their mayors and local leadership within the borders of new communities. 

Containment 

Ukraine military support incoming with NATO boosting rapid reaction force - NATO will increase the strength 

of its rapid reaction force nearly eightfold to 300,000 troops as part of its response to an "era of strategic competition," 

the military alliance's secretary-general said Monday. 

The NATO reaction force currently numbers around 40,000 soldiers which can deploy quickly when needed. 

Coupled with other measures including the deployment of forces to defend specific allies, NATO Secretary-General Jens 

Stoltenberg said the move is part of the "biggest overhaul of collective defense and deterrence since the Cold War." 

Stoltenberg said allies will agree to deliver further military support to Ukraine when they convene in Spain, with NATO 

members set to adopt a "strengthened comprehensive assistance package," including deliveries of secure 

communication and anti-drone systems. 

Over the long term, Stoltenberg said allies aim to help Ukraine transition from Soviet-era armaments to modern NATO 

equipment. The world's seven leading economic powers underscored Monday their commitment to Ukraine for "as long 

as it takes." 

Metal Shark to Supply 23 Combat Boats to Ukraine - The U.S. will be buying a total of 23 combat / 

patrol boats from LA-based builder Metal Shark for delivery to Ukraine, 

where they will be used to defend coastlines and waterways.  

Six of these Metal Shark units were announced 

by the White House last week as part of a 

$450 million assistance package. The 

package includes 12 other patrol boats 

from existing U.S. inventory, including two 

35' Small Unit Riverine Craft (SURC) and 
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ten 34' Sea Ark patrol boats. The Sea Ark model is being phased out in favor of a Metal Shark 40' model in U.S. Navy 

service, according to Sea Power. 

All of the boat transfers are intended for riverine patrol and combat duty, a senior U.S. official told USNI News. 

Metal Shark also has an additional 17 more aluminum-hulled vessels for Ukraine under construction, all in the range of 

36-38 feet. They are all popular designs for military/patrol applications and have a history of service for other clients. The 

36' Fearless is a center-console interceptor designed for speed, and the 38' Dauntless is a patrol boat designed as a 

versatile working platform for multiple missions. 

‘Largest transfer of military equipment ever’ at northern Greek port - The American vehicle carrier ARC 

Endurance has sailed into Alexandroupoli for the “largest transfer of military equipment ever” handled by the northern 

Greek port, the chairman of the port authority said in a tweet on Tuesday. 

 According to Konstantinos Chatzimichail, the “behemoth” roll-

on/roll-off carrier will be offloading US miliary equipment for the 

next seven days, in what he describes as “just a small part” of the 

port’s operations this year. 

Having sailed from Charleston, South Carolina, in the US, the ARC 

Endurance is delivering the remaining combat power of the 

101st Combat Aviation Brigade for its Atlantic Resolve rotation. 

The US-led Atlantic Resolve is a multinational allied operation 

that “builds readiness, increases interoperability and enhances 

the bond between ally and partner militaries using multinational 

training events,” according to the US Department of Defense. 

Erdogan family firm gifts Bayraktar drones to Ukraine - Turkish drone-manufacturer Baykar, which has President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s son-in-law as one of its directors, offered three of its drones to the Ukrainian army yesterday.  

The TB2 has been hugely popular in Ukraine, where it helped destroy Russian artillery systems and armored vehicles. It 

even became the subject of a patriotic expletive-strewn hit song in Ukraine that mocked Russian troops, with the chorus 

“Bayraktar, Bayraktar.” 

Baykar said the crowdfunding campaign in Ukraine had reached the milestone in a few days and that business leaders as 

well ordinary people contributed to the fund. 

In a statement posted on Twitter, the company noted that the campaign had raised enough money to buy several of its 

TB2 UAVs “for Ukrainians to use in defense of their Homeland”. 

“Baykar will not accept payment for the TB2s and will send 3 UAVs free of charge to the Ukrainian war front,” it added. 

“We ask that raised funds be remitted instead to the struggling people of Ukraine.” 

Turkey has never announced any military aide to Ukraine, but this delivery could hardly take place without Erdogan’s 

endorsement. 

Sanctions 

Lithuania scrutinizes Kaliningrad’s transit slowdown after Moscow’s reaction - The Lithuanian government 

is again consulting with the EU Commission on implementing the fourth EU Sanctions package that includes a slowdown 
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of transit trains and goods on their way to Kaliningrad. This is after Moscow’s reaction, which highlighted that transit 

restrictions violate international agreements. 

Lithuania’s state representatives and the Commission will scrutinize whether the sanctions violate international 

agreements. Still, as the country’s prime minister said to reporters, “this is an ongoing process, and we cannot disclose 

much.” Whether or not the restrictions will be amended is unclear and will become public in the coming days. 

Lack of direct flights a major hurdle for return of Russian tourists - Six major tourism operators have said they 

could woo some 450,000 Russian tourists to visit Thailand this year, but the lack of direct flights could instead drive them 

to visit Vietnam and the Middle East. 

The main problem is that there have been no direct flights from Russia to Thailand since the Covid-19 pandemic started. 

From January 1 to June 24, only 65,541 Russian tourists have visited Thailand, far below the TAT’s target of one million. 

Putin 

Putin to die from 'grave' illness: Ukraine intelligence paints deadly picture for despot - Major General Kyrylo 

O. Budanov claimed that the Russian president "doesn't have a long life ahead of him". However, he did not provide 

evidence to support the claims, made in an interview with USA Today. In May, General Budanov claimed that Putin was 

"very sick" with cancer and other illnesses. 

Geopolitics 

Turkey Lifts Objection To Finland, Sweden Joining NATO - Leaders from the three nations signed an agreement 

in Madrid to cooperate more on counterterrorism.  

Turkey will support Finland and Sweden’s bids to join NATO after weeks of blocking their applications, the leader of the 

alliance announced. 

Leaders from the three nations met in Madrid on Tuesday to discuss how to address Ankara’s concerns ahead of NATO’s 

annual summit, where alliance members will reckon with threats, including how to best defend NATO amid Russia’s war 

in Ukraine.  

“I’m pleased to announce that we now have an agreement that paves the way for Finland and Sweden to join NATO,” 

NATO leader Jens Stoltenberg said at a press conference. “In NATO, we are always shown that whatever our differences, 

we can always sit down, find common ground, and resolve issues.” 

President Joe Biden, who is in Madrid for the NATO summit, is expected to meet with Turkey President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan on Wednesday, Jake Sullivan, the national security advisor, told reporters on Tuesday.  

In May, Finland and Sweden applied to join NATO after decades of neutrality because of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Expanding the alliance requires the approval of all members; Turkey initially objected, saying that Sweden supported the 

PKK, a Kurdish terrorist group. 

NATO leaders will formally invite Finland and Sweden to join the alliance at the summit tomorrow, though the decision 

will need to be ratified by the legislative branches of each member. 

As Ties With Moscow Deteriorate, Kazakhstan Seeks Allies and Export Routes Elsewhere - Relations 

between Moscow and Nur-Sultan have been deteriorating since the beginning of Putin’s 2022 re-invasion of Ukraine.  
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In response to unfriendly commentaries and actions by Russia, Kazakhstani President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev has sought 

to distance himself from Moscow concerning the war. Relatedly, he has been pursuing both closer ties with China, Turkey, 

Iran and the West as well as looking for alternative routes for the export of Kazakhstani oil that would bypass Russia.  

Since mid-June, tensions between the two countries came to a head after Tokayev told Putin directly that Kazakhstan 

does not support Moscow’s moves concerning the breakaway statelets in Ukraine’s Donbas region. But lest the situation 

spiral out of control, both the Tokayev and Putin regimes have sought to downplay the conflict, even if some in their 

respective countries continue to see the relationship deteriorating further, possibly to the point of a Russian military 

intervention in Kazakhstan. 

Beyond indicating that Kazakhstan will support Western sanctions against Russia by not serving as a means for Moscow 

to circumvent them, Tokayev has also visited Turkey and Iran in pursuit of new allies and improved transit routes for the 

export of oil; on at least two occasions in recent months, Kazakhstan experienced stoppages on the Russian portions of 

the pipelines crucial to Kazakhstani trade.  

And Kazakhstan’s leader has hosted the Chinese foreign minister in discussing closer ties with Beijing as well as an 

expanded role for China in Central Asia’s economic and security architecture. All these meetings are consistent with 

plans, which Tokayev outlined earlier this year in a National Interest article, to prevent what is happening in Ukraine from 

undermining stability in Central Asia. 

The Russian government has responded not only with criticism of many of Kazakhstan’s moves but also with actions of 

its own, including the pipeline stoppages, hosting former Kazakhstani leader and Putin friend Nursultan Nazarbayev, and 

a scheduled visit by Putin to Tajikistan and Turkmenistan but not Kazakhstan in the last week of June 2022. These moves 

send a clear signal that Kazakhstan under Tokayev, the country Moscow has routinely described as Russia’s closest ally 

in the region, no longer enjoys that status. Evidently, the Russian authorities, reflecting Putin’s own increasingly assertive 

position, are no longer happy with Kazakhstan’s efforts to reassure Moscow of its good intentions. 


