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Conflict Update # 137 

July 31st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Assessments 

The Kremlin has not responded to the 

International Red Cross (ICRC) request to access 

the Olenivka prison as of July 31, hindering the 

international investigation efforts. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground 
attacks southwest and northwest of Izyum, 

consistent with ISW’s assessment that Russian 

forces may be setting conditions for advances 

northwest of the current Izyum-Slovyansk line. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks 
northwest of Slovyansk, northeast of Siversk, and 

to the east and south of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces made marginal gains in the 

Avdiivka area and continued ground attacks 

towards Avdiivka and Pisky. 

Russian authorities began recruiting 
volunteers for the Nevsky and Ladoga Battalions 

in Leningrad Oblast, Russia. 

Russian occupation authorities continued 

to prepare for a referendum in Kherson Oblast 

and took measures to depict support for Russian 

control of the occupied territories. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks southwest and northwest of Izyum and continued to shell settlements 

in this area on July 31. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces conducted an unsuccessful attack 

on Dmytrivka, about 20km southwest of Izyum. They also conducted reconnaissance-in-force westward of Nova 

Husarivka to Husarivka (about 50km northwest of Izyum) and shelled Semylanne and Chervona Polyana, both 30km 

southwest of Izyum. As ISW assessed yesterday, Russian forces may be reprioritizing offensive operations in the area 

northwest of the Izyum-Slovyansk in order to set conditions for westward advances from the Izyum area deeper into 

Kharkiv Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground attack northwest of Slovyansk and otherwise shelled settlements along the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border today. UGS that their forces conducted an unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force 
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operation near Dolyna (about 20km 

northwest of Slovyansk along the E40 

highway). Russian troops also conducted 

artillery strikes near Dolyna, Krasnopillya, 

Mazanivka, and Adamivka - all settlements 

near the oblast border northwest of 

Slovyansk.  

UGS noted that Russian troops are 

transferring separate units from the 

Slovyansk direction to the Zaporizhia 

direction, which is consistent with ISW’s 

assessment that Russian military leadership 

is likely de-prioritizing attempts to advance 

on Slovyansk in favor of operations 

elsewhere in Donbas and Southern Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground 

attack northeast of Siversk on July 31. UGS 

stated that enemy troops withdrew after an 

unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force 

attempt near Serebryanka, 5km northeast of 

Siversk,a nd they also continued air and 

artillery strikes on Siversk and the 

surrounding settlements of Vymika, Spirne, 

Zvanivka, Verkhnokamyanske, Kryva Luka, 

Hryhorivka, and others. 

Russian forces conducted a series of ground 

assaults to the northeast, east, and 

southeast of Bakhmut on July 31. UGS  

reported that Russian forces attempted to 

improve their tactical positions on the Roty-

Vershyna line, about 15km southeast of 

Bakhmut along the E40 highway, and also 

attempted to improve their tactical positions in the direction of Bakhmut from positions in Pokrovske, just east of 

Bakhmut.  

Ukrainian troops neutralized a Russian reconnaissance-in-force attempt in the direction of Strapivka to Soledar, which is 

within 10km northeast of Bakhmut. Russian forces continued air and artillery strikes on Ukrainian positions surrounding 

Bakhmut in order to support attempts to advance from the south and east. 

Russian forces also conducted several limited ground attacks northeast and southwest of Avdiivka and made marginal 

gains during offensive operations around Avdiivka on July 31. UGS reported that their forces attempted advances around 

Kamyanka (less than 10km northeast of Avdiika) and Pisky (about 15km southwest of Avdiivka) and that unspecified 

separate Russian units had ”partial success” around Avdiivka.  

Donetsk People‘s Republic (DNR) Deputy Information Minister Daniil Bezsonov claimed that Russian and DNR forces 

secured positions on the southeastern outskirts of Pisky, which is consistent with the UGS statement that Russian forces 
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attempted to push northwest of Donetsk City towards Pisky and had unspecified “partial success“ in the general area of 

Avdiivka. Russian forces continued to shell along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline in order to cover ground attacks 

towards Avdiivka and Pisky. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces did not conduct any ground assaults in the Kharkiv City direction, 

instead focusing on maintaining previously occupied lines and preventing Ukrainian forces from advancing toward the 

Russian border in Kharkiv Oblast on July 31. They launched an airstrike near Staryi Saltiv, approximately 46km east of 

Kharkiv City, and continued conducting tube, tank, and rocket artillery strikes on Kharkiv City and settlements to the 

north, northeast, and southeast. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to undertake 

defensive measures in Kherson Oblast in 

preparation for a Ukrainian counteroffensive in 

the region. UGS reported that Russian forces are 

attempting to prevent Ukrainian forces from 

advancing from the northeast into Kherson 

Oblast and continued shelling Ukrainian 

positions along the Kherson-Mykolaiv and 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders.  

 The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that 

Russian forces launched airstrikes on Ukrainian 

positions in Bilohirka and Bila Krynytsia, 

seemingly confirming that Ukraine retains a 

bridgehead on the eastern Inhulets River bank. 

Satellite imagery also showed that Russian 

forces dug trenches near the Antonivskyi Bridge 

(on the right bank of the Dnipro River) and set 

up radar reflectors along both Antonivskyi road 

and railway bridges to prevent Ukrainian missile 

strikes. Social media footage showed that 

Russian forces are also attempting to repair the 

bridge on July 31. 

Russian forces continued to shell and launch 

missile strikes against Nikopol and Mykolaiv 

City, after targeting the two cities throughout 

the week. The Ukrainian Southern Operational 

Command reported that Russian forces fired 

two air-launched cruise missiles at Nikopol and 50 rockets from Grad MLRS systems. They also reportedly fired at 

Mykolaiv City with Smerch MLRS systems and modified S-300 air defense missiles on July 31. Ukrainian officials stated 

that Russian rockets hit residential areas and social infrastructure, but the Russian Defense Ministry claimed to have 

destroyed a Ukrainian ammunition depot in Mykolaiv City. 

Ukrainian forces continue to successfully target Russian strongholds, transit routes, and ammunition depots throughout 

the Southern Axis. Ukrainian officials confirmed that Ukrainian forces destroyed a field ammunition depot in Vysoke 
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(about 48km due northeast of Kherson City), and geolocated footage showed another large explosion in northern 

Kherson Oblast near the Dnipro River.  

Advisor to the Ukrainian Internal Affairs Minister Anton Herashenko also confirmed that Ukrainian forces used western-

provided HIMARS to strike a 40-car train with Russian equipment and personnel in Brylivka (about 47km southeast of 

Kherson City) on July 30, resulting in 80 dead and 200 wounded Russian servicemen.  

Ukrainian news outlet “Ria Melitopol” published footage of an explosion at the Melitopol airfield on July 31. Ukrainian 

forces had targeted a reported Russian ammunition depot and base near the airfield on July 3, and likely conducted the 

strike against the airfield, but Ukrainian officials have not taken credit for or explained the explosion as of the time of this 

publication.  

The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) also confirmed that a Ukrainian strike on Russian positions in 

Verhniy Tokmak and Chernihivka (both approximately 40km southeast of Tokmak) on July 29, resulted in Russian forces 

relocating their personnel and equipment from those settlements to Berdyansk and Tokmak. The GUR specified that 

approximately 100 Russian servicemen remain around Chernihivka to maintain checkpoints but that most of the 

personnel are relocating and mining the roads. The GUR also noted that the strike wounded at least 40 Russian 

servicemen. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian forces continued to recruit and form additional volunteer  

battalions in Leningrad Oblast. Leningrad Oblast Administration stated on July 28 that the oblast is forming two volunteer 

artillery battalions ”Nevsky” and ”Ladozhskiy,” and announced additional unspecified social support measures for recruits 

that signed contracts with the battalions.  

Leningrad Oblast offered recruits a one-time payment of 200,000 rubles (about $3,200) and other social benefits. St. 

Petersburg outlet ”Fontanka” contacted a St. Petersburg military recruitment center and discovered that St. Petersburg 

is forming an unnamed motorized rifle volunteer battalion and confirmed that Russian forces will pay recruits 100,000 

rubles ($1,600) for one month of training and will pay 3,300 rubles (about $53) per day of combat service in Ukraine.  

The report also stated that enlisted servicemen may receive an additional 50,000-100,000 rubles (about $800-1,600) for 

destroying Ukrainian military equipment in battle. The St. Petersburg battalion is forming in Luga (140 km south of St. 

Petersburg). 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities continued setting conditions for a referendum 

in Kherson Oblast on July 31. Kherson Oblast Head Dmytro Butrii reported that Russian forces opened polling stations, 

clarified voting lists, and handed out Russian passports to Kherson Oblast residents on July 31.  

Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reported that Russian occupation authorities are bringing citizens of distant Russian 

republics to live in Melitopol, reportedly in an effort to create the image of a large population living in Melitopol.  

Fedorov also stated that there are 800 hundred vehicles with 4,000 people in line to evacuate occupied territories and 

that Russian authorities are making copies of the passports of everyone who leaves. He also stated that Russian 

authorities only allow 200-300 cars to pass each day and that only those with permission slips will be allowed to leave 

the occupied territories starting on Monday, August 1. Geolocated video footage posted on July 31 reportedly showed 

Ukrainian partisans ambushing a Russian police patrol vehicle using a roadside bomb in Kherson on July 27. 

Russia 'Clearly in a lot of trouble' in Ukraine war: Security expert -R ussian forces are "clearly in a lot of trouble" 

in Ukraine as they face mounting losses, according to one security expert. 

Speaking with GB News on Sunday, British Professor Anthony Glees discussed the state of Russian forces in Ukraine and 

said that the invading nation could be headed toward a "significant defeat." Glees is a "nationally and internationally 



 

5 
 

published expert on European affairs... and security," and currently serves as an emeritus professor at the University of 

Buckingham. 

Zelenskyy calls for mass evacuations as fighting rages in Ukraine's east - Fierce fighting in Ukraine's eastern 

Donetsk region led Zelenskyy to call for the mandatory evacution of civilians from the combat zones late Saturday. 

“There are hundreds of thousands of people, tens of thousands of children,” Zelenskyy said in a video posted to his 

Telegram channel. “Many refuse to leave... But it really needs to be done,” he added. 

“The more people leave Donetsk region now, the fewer people the Russian army will have time to kill,” he said. 

Three people died in attacks over the past day in the Donetsk region, which is partly under the control of Russian 

separatist forces, Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said on his Telegram channel. 

Pledging full financial and logistical government support to evacuate the area, Zelenskyy said: “We only need a decision 

from the people themselves, who have not yet made it for themselves. Leave, we will help.” 

Almost 400,000 Ukrainians have already left occupied territories through Zaporizhzhia - Since the beginning 

of the full-scale Russian invasion, about 400,000 Ukrainians have left the occupied territories through Zaporizhzhia city. 

"About 400,000 people have passed through the city, 106,000 have been registered as internally displaced," Oleksandr 

Starukh, Head of the Zaporizhzhia Regional Military Administration, told Ukrinform in an interview. 

After being evacuated to Zaporizhzhia, some IDPs went to other cities, he added. 

Ukraine destroys another Russian arms depot – A Russian arms depot, holding thousands of tons of ammunition 

and ordnance was destroyed by Ukrainian foces with HIMARS artillery, and although it was unclear how much was at 

risk, the firepower was on clear display. As warehouses blew up, gigantic, apocalyptic fireballs rose high above the site. 

The fires burned at one of the Ukrainian Army’s largest ammunition depots. 

Russia suffered losses in equipment and manpower: 51 servicemen of the Russian army were killed; two Msta-B 

howitzers, and four armoured and automotive vehicles were destroyed. The invaders' ammunition depot in Soldatske 

was attacked and destroyed. 

Ukraine destroys a 40-car train – Ukraine used HIMARS to strike and destroy a Russian re-supply train of more than 

40 cars that arrived from Crimea carrying troops, equipment and ammunition to Kherson region. 

80 Russian soldiers were killed and 200 injured in the strike, Serhii Bratchuk, the head of Odesa Regional Military 

Administration reported. 

Ukraine's shadow army resisting Russian occupation - As Ukraine's military steps up its strikes on Kherson, hinting 

at a new offensive to recapture the region, there is another force working alongside. They are Ukraine's shadow army, a 

network of agents and informers who operate behind enemy lines. 

Driving through military checkpoints, we pass giant billboards showing a faceless, hooded figure alongside a warning: 

"Kherson: The partisans see everything." The image is designed to make the region's Russian occupiers nervous and boost 

the morale of those trapped under their rule. 

Shortly before this war, Ukraine bolstered its Special Forces in part to build and manage a resistance movement. It even 

published a PDF booklet on how to be a good partisan, with instructions on such subversive acts as slashing the tyres of 

the occupier, adding sugar to petrol tanks or refusing to follow orders at work. "Be grumpy," is one suggestion. 
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The partisans are fighting to prevent Russia's hold over Kherson becoming permanent: to block a referendum that 

Moscow appears to be planning to stage. Russia has already introduced the rouble and its own mobile phone networks 

to the region and is pumping its propaganda from state-run TV channels into Ukrainian homes. Local journalists have 

either fled, or gone to ground. 

The acting head of the region, Dmytro Butrii, now exiled to Mykolaiv and a small back office protected by sandbags, 

insists that a vote on joining Russia would be a sham, a "total fake" and unrecognised by any "civilised" government. 

These days, that wouldn't matter much to Moscow. 

For Russia, the region is strategic: it's the source of water for Crimea, which it annexed illegally in 2014, and the last 

section of a much-discussed 'land bridge', or stretch of territory that links Russia-proper to the peninsula. 

Russia's plan to replenish troops 'damning' its army to 'failure': General - Retired U.S. Army General Mark 

Hertling assessed that Russia is "damning" its army to "failure" with its ill-advised effort to quickly replenish its forces 

amid massive losses in its ongoing invasion of Ukraine. 

A spokesperson for Russia's President Vladimir Putin dismissed such reports as "fake news" on Thursday. Hertling, who 

previously served as commander of the U.S. Army Europe and the Seventh Army, weighed in what the losses and 

Moscow's rapid effort to replenish its troops mean for its future efforts in Ukraine. 

"As many know, if reconstitution/regeneration of units that have suffered losses is rushed or done incorrectly, it 

exponentially damages morale & fighting capability. This ranks above dysfunctional logistics in damning an army to 

failure," Hertling asserted. 

"So, Russia has that going on, too," he added. 

The retired general explained: "Something that isn't often talked about is Russia's reconstitution process. They're trying 

to rebuild units with troops who have never worked together, who are flat-out exhausted, and who don't want to be 

there in the first place." 

Speaking to MSNBC on Thursday morning, retired U.S. Navy Admiral James Stavridis knocked Russia's battle plans and 

strategic failures. Stavridis previously served as NATO's Supreme Allied Commander Europe. 

"As it's gone on, the Russians have simply shown very little appetite or inclination to improve," Stavridis said. "That is 

true not only in the failing logistics efforts, but also they continue these manifest war crimes; their battle plans are 

ridiculously bad as a general proposition." 

Putin and other Kremlin officials reportedly believed that they would swiftly take control of most of Ukraine and topple 

the government in Kyiv when they launched the invasion. Following the start of the full-scale assault, Moscow's forces 

struggled to make significant gains and failed in the initial phase of the war. The Russians then walked-back their efforts, 

focusing on the southeast of the country. 

Mykolaiv - Russian forces targeted several private houses in their shelling on the city of Mykolaiv. An exact number of 

casualties is yet to be announced, however it is confirmed that Oleksiy Vadatursky, a Ukrainian grain tycoon and one of 

the richest businessmen in Ukraine—worth $430 million, according to Forbes Ukraine’s estimates in 2021—was killed 

along with his wife, according to Mykolaiv mayor Oleskandr Senkyevych. Ukrainian officials allege that Vadatursky’s 

house was deliberately targeted by Russian forces as the businessman has been an outspoken proponent of pro-

Ukrainian policies. 

Ukraine attacks Crimea Russian naval HQ - Russia cancelled all festivities for its annual Navy Day in Sevastopol, in 

the Russia-occupied Crimean peninsula, after an alleged drone attack by Ukraine on Russia’s Crimea Naval headquarters. 
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Five casualties have been reported by Russian media sources. Ukrainian officials deny launching the attack and call the 

allegation a ‘provocation.’ 

Crimean occupation officials obliquely accused Ukraine of orchestrating the drone attack on the Russian Black Sea Fleet 

headquarters in occupied Sevastopol on July 31, but Ukrainian officials denied responsibility.  

Russian Governor of Sevastopol Mihail Razvozhaev claimed that Ukrainians “decided to spoil” Russia’s Navy Day 

celebrations and noted that a drone exploded in the headquarters’ yard but did not specify whether Ukrainian forces or 

locals launched the drone. Razvozhaev published images showcasing minor damage to the headquarters building and 

yard, and social media footage depicted a small cloud of smoke rising from the building. He also claimed that the 

explosion wounded six people. Russian Crimean Senator Olga Kovitidi later announced that unspecified actors carried 

out the attack with a makeshift drone from within the territory of Sevastopol. The Ukrainian Naval Forces and Odesa 

Oblast Military Administration Spokesman Serhiy Bratchuk indirectly suggested that the drone attack was a Russian false 

flag operation. ISW cannot independently verify the actor responsible for the attack. 

Grain 

It’s likely that the first ship carrying grain from Ukrainian ports will embark on Monday - said Ibrahim Kalin, 

a spokesperson for Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, on Sunday. Speaking in an interview with the Turkish broadcaster 

Kanal 7, Kalin said the joint coordination center in Istanbul will probably complete the final work on the exporting routes 

very soon. “If all (details) are completed by tomorrow, it seems like there is a high possibility that the first ship will leave 

the port tomorrow… We will see ships leaving the ports the next day at the latest,” he said. 

Zelenskyy has claimed that Ukraine will likely to be able to harvest less than half of last year’s crop yield, as the war is 

making it difficult to conduct agricultural work. While the grain deal signed between Ukraine, Russia, Turkey, and the 

U.N. is bound to help ease the global food crisis somewhat, it is likely to remain a problem in the future as Ukraine and 

Russia, both major food exporters, have had their usual export routes disrupted due to Russia’s invasion of. 

Humanitarian 

U.S. admits 100,000 Ukrainians in 5 months - The US has admitted at least 100,000 Ukrainians over the last five 

months, the Department of Homeland Security confirmed to Axios. 

Why it matters: President Biden said the U.S. would provide a safe haven for Ukrainian refugees, who rapidly fled the 

country due to the ongoing Russian invasion. 

Driving the news “President Biden committed to providing refuge to 100,000 displaced Ukrainians and others fleeing 

Russian aggression, and through a series of pathways, including Uniting for Ukraine, the United States has welcomed 

more than 100,000 Ukrainians since March," a DHS spokesperson told Axios in an email. 

"The Department will continue processing additional Ukrainians fleeing Russia’s unprovoked invasion in the weeks and 

months to come, consistent with the President’s commitment." 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in a statement that DHS is "deeply proud to help provide refuge for 

Ukrainians fleeing Russia’s unprovoked invasion." 

"DHS will continue to welcome additional Ukrainians in the weeks and months to come, consistent with President Biden’s 

commitment," he said. 

Details: Ukrainians who entered the United States after Russia launched an unprovoked invasion of its European neighbor 

came through various avenues and with different legal statuses, CBS News reports. 
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Impacts 

Hacktivist group Anonymous is using six top techniques to ‘embarrass’ Russia - Ongoing efforts by the 

underground hacktivists known as Anonymous are “embarrassing” Russia and its cybersecurity technology.  

That’s according to Jeremiah Fowler, co-founder of the cybersecurity company Security Discovery, who has been 

monitoring the hacker collective since it declared a “cyber war” on Russia for invading Ukraine. 

“Anonymous has made Russia’s governmental and civilian cyber defenses appear weak,” he told CNBC. “The group has 

demystified Russia’s cyber capabilities and successfully embarrassed Russian companies, government agencies, energy 

companies and others.” 

“The country may have been the ‘Iron Curtain,‘” he said, “but with the scale of these attacks by a hacker army online, it 

appears more to be a ‘paper curtain.’” 

The Russian embassies in Singapore and London did not immediately respond to CNBC’s request for comment. 

Hacking into databases 

Claims: 

• Posting leaked information about Russian military members, the Central Bank of Russia, the space agency 

Roscosmos, oil and gas companies (Gazregion, Gazprom, Technotec), the property management company 

Sawatzky, the broadcaster VGTRK, the IT company NPO VS, law firms and more 

Defacing and deleting hacked files 

Targeting companies that continue to do business in Russia 

Claims: 

• Blocking websites of companies identified as continuing to do business in Russia 

• Dumping 10GB of emails, passwords and other data belonging to the Swiss food company Nestle. Nestle said 

these claims have “no foundation.” 

Blocking websites 

Claims: 

• Blocking Russian and Belarusian websites 

• Disrupting internet connectivity at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum which delayed Vladimir 

Putin’s keynote speech by some 100 minutes 

Training new recruits 

Claims: 

• Training people how to launch DDoS attacks and mask their identities 

• Providing cybersecurity assistance to Ukraine 

Hijacking media and streaming services   

Claims: 
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• Showing censored images and messages on television broadcasts, such as Russia-24, Channel One, Moscow 24, 

Wink and Ivi 

• Heightened attacks on national holidays, including hacking into Russian video platform RuTube and smart TV 

channel listings on Russia’s “Victory Day” (May 9) and Russia’s real estate federal agency Rosreestr on Ukraine’s 

“Constitution Day” (June 28) 

Wagner Group units should be annihilated wherever they attack US forces - My two favorite lines from former 

four-star Marine Gen. Jim Mattis come from the same 2017 impromptu speech he gave to military personnel in 

Afghanistan. Those lines being: "Listen to your NCOs" and "Hold the line." 

Another great Mattis line came in 2018 after a Russian Wagner Group element attempted to kill American soldiers 

stationed in northeastern Syria. Then-Secretary of Defense Mattis explained to senators how the Wagner element was 

then "annihilated." 

That same principle of "annihilation" should apply to future attacks or attack-anticipatory movements by the Wagner 

Group around the world. 

Gen. Stephen Townsend of the U.S. military's Africa Command told Russia's TASS state media outlet on Thursday why he 

was so concerned over Russian and Chinese activities in Africa. Singling out Wagner, Townsend observed, "They are not 

beholden to any rules of armed conflict, and they attacked my forces on a number of occasions." 

That Wagner has attacked U.S. forces in Africa is not surprising, but this appears to be the first confirmation of it. Still, 

wherever U.S. forces come under attack from Wagner or comparable Russian forces, those forces should be annihilated. 

It's unclear whether Townsend was authorized to respond as Mattis had directed in 2018. While U.S. forces in Africa have 

a standing right to self-defense, proactive air strikes or strikes against Wagner command elements would very likely have 

to be authorized by the control freaks of the administration's National Security Council.  

Wagner is not just some random mercenary group. It is a cutout, or deniable intermediary, for Russia's GRU military 

intelligence service. The most culturally aggressive of the big three Russian intelligence services (the SVR and FSB being 

the other two), the GRU uses Wagner to conduct sustained operations that might otherwise lead to more direct foreign 

retaliation against Russia. Wagner's forces, despite their nominal anti-terrorism mission, are military agents of injustice 

and corruption. The group has been credibly linked to numerous human rights abuses across Africa and in Ukraine, where 

it also operates. 

Wagner even appears to be assassinating African journalists who criticize its operations. New reporting from the Daily 

Beast strongly indicates that a prominent reporter investigating Wagner was poisoned. Standing Russian lines of authority 

for the most politically sensitive covert operations means that the orders for this assassination very likely originated in 

the Kremlin. 

Putin 

Putin has signed a new doctrine for the Russian Navy - which recognizes the United States as the main threat to 

Russia’s position in the world’s oceans and calls for increased cooperation with neutral countries. The doctrine, which 

does not mention Ukraine, claims that Russia is free to use military force should all soft power options be exhausted, 

adding to the ever-increasing tensions between the West and Russia following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Zelenskyy has claimed that Russia is sending some forces currently located in the eastern parts of Ukraine to the country’s 

southern Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions, adding that the move shows Russia fears a possible counterattack by the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
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Russia has radically redefined the term ‘fake news’ during the Ukraine war - The term “fake news” has now 

become meaningless. Just ask Mary Blankenship, a policy researcher at UNLV and a native of Ukraine. 

In analyzing some 34 million tweets about the Ukraine war, the graduate student and researcher for UNLV’s Brookings 

Mountain West found that there is an abundance of what she calls information pollution. 

The project started by researching about 12 million tweets, but that number tripled in only three weeks. Her main 

finding? Fake news is alive and well. 

Unfortunately, it is also very hard to pin down what “fake news” even means. 

Originally, on social media in particular, fake news was all about misinformation. Since anyone with an email address can 

create a Twitter account, there is no vetting process and no way to verify anything you post. 

Twitter has worked hard to analyze its own platform and will occasionally block some content or issue a warning about 

potential misinformation, but uninformed opinions still rule the day. In just a cursory glance at tweets about the Ukraine 

war, it is not easy to tell who is disseminating factual information and who is merely on a soap box. And it’s far worse in 

Russia. 

Blankenship found that the term “fake news” means something quite different in that country. Using the term “war” can 

lead to a 15-year jail sentence, she notes. Russia routinely labels any information about the war as fake news, which 

means they have commandeered the term itself. 

Blankenship also found that VPN clients are banned, so it is extremely hard to find accurate information that is not filtered 

or blocked by Internet service providers. 

“This ‘information pollution’ shifts the focus from the actual issues into discussion of what is real and what isn’t, which 

can delay decision-making, or altogether stop decision-making. In a volatile situation like this, where so many people’s 

lives are at stake, even a small delay in decision-making to discuss this disinformation can have serious repercussions,” 

she notes in her report. 

Because social media is partly a form of clickbait to increase traffic on websites, it doesn’t help that there are now 

hundreds of Russian-controlled sites that spread misinformation. What this means is that it is increasingly difficult to 

know if a post on social media that leads to a website is actually legitimate. 

‘Call a spade a spade’ — Latvia urges terror sponsor label for Russia - The EU should designate Russia as a state 

sponsor of terrorism, Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkēvičs said, after an attack that killed dozens of Ukrainian 

prisoners of war on Friday renewed calls to further isolate Moscow on the international stage.  

“We see all the brutality of Russian forces, that actually resemble a lot of ISIS, who we have been always calling a terrorist 

organization,” Rinkēvičs told POLITICO in a phone interview on Sunday. “Let’s call a spade a spade,” he said. 

Ukraine’s military has accused Russia of deliberately shelling a jail containing Ukrainian POWs in the eastern Donetsk 

region, while Russia’s Defense Ministry has accused Ukraine of striking the prison. On Sunday, Russia said it formally 

invited the UN and the International Committee of the Red Cross to investigate. 

Top Russian official Anatoly Chubais 'is hospitalized and feared poisoned' after quitting Putin's government 

in protest at Ukraine invasion and fleeing to unnamed European country.' 

A senior Putin official who quit his position and left Russia in protest at the Ukraine has been rushed to intensive care 

after suddenly suffering acute numbness in his arms and legs. 
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Specialists in hazmat suits examined the room where Anatoly Chubais, 67, was taken ill in an unspecified Western country 

in Europe. 

The report came from journalist Ksenia Sobchak, a former Russian presidential candidate. 

The initial diagnosis is Guillain-Barré syndrome, but investigations are still ongoing following repeated cases where Putin's 

enemies have been poisoned. 

Containment 

Zelensky and some lawmakers want more U.S. military personnel in Ukraine - Russian artillery and heavy 

armor are pounding Ukrainian forces in the country’s south and east, grinding out small advances using brutal, scorched-

earth tactics. Putin’s new war objective is to occupy as much territory as possible before the winter freeze and attempt 

to annex it to cement his gains, which would make achieving peace far harder. 

Zelensky believes that if Russia holds large parts of the south when winter arrives, such as the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 

regions, Ukraine will lose its ability to function as a viable state. He says the next few weeks will determine the country’s 

fate, and Ukraine is already mounting a counteroffensive. He’s right when he says that if the United States doesn’t give 

him the tools to succeed — and fast — Washington and Kyiv will both regret it later. 

Speaking to a delegation of five U.S. lawmakers last week in Kyiv, Zelensky repeated his requests for more and better U.S. 

weapons. He also revealed that he has been asking the Biden administration to deploy U.S. military personnel in Kyiv to 

improve U.S.-Ukraine coordination on all aspects of the war, three of those lawmakers told me. 

Zelensky proposed that U.S. and Ukrainian military personnel form three joint coordination cells, focused on planning, 

logistics and strategic communications. Waltz said U.S. troops would not be deployed to the front lines. They would work 

out of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, which is struggling right now to reestablish operations with a skeleton staff. 

China 

Chinese factory activity sinks, weighing on weak economy - Chinese manufacturing’s recovery from anti-virus 

shutdowns faltered in July as activity sank, a survey showed Sunday, adding to pressure on the struggling economy in a 

politically sensitive year when President Xi Jinping is expected to try to extend his time in power. 

Factory activity was depressed by weak global demand and anti-virus controls that are weighing on domestic consumer 

spending, according to the national statistics agency and an official industry group, the China Federation of Logistics & 

Purchasing. 

A monthly purchasing managers’ index issued by the Federation and the National Bureau of Statistics retreated to 49 

from June’s 50.2 on a 100-point scale on which numbers below 50 indicate activity declining. Sub-measures of new 

orders, exports and employment declined. 

“Downward pressure is great,” said economist Zhang Liqun in a statement issued by the Federation. “The impact of the 

epidemic is still on the rise.” 

The ruling Communist Party has stopped talking about this year’s official economic growth target of 5.5% after output 

shrank in the three months ending in June compared with the previous quarter. 

The slowdown, which raises the risk of politically volatile job losses, adds to challenges for Beijing ahead of a ruling party 

meeting in October or November when Xi is expected to try to break with tradition and award himself a third five-year 

term as party leader. 
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An announcement Thursday by party leaders promised to “strive to achieve the best results” but avoided mentioning the 

annual growth target announced in March. 

The party has promised tax rebates and other aid to help entrepreneurs after anti-virus controls temporarily shut down 

Shanghai and other industrial centers starting in late March. 

The port of Shanghai, the world’s busiest, says activity is back to normal, but factories and other companies are operating 

under anti-virus controls that limit their workforces and weigh on production. 

China’s Gen Z and millennials have a word for their disaffection with the economy and life in general. 

Evolution is dead, meet ‘involution’ - Beijing is facing a ticking time bomb: a generation of disenchanted and 

unemployed youth amid the biggest economic slowdown the country has seen in years. 

When Lily, a 27-year-old from central China’s Henan province, left her hometown for Hong Kong five years ago, she was 

full of hope for her future. A Big Four accounting firm had offered her a job in its Hong Kong office, located in a swanky 

building in the city’s bustling financial district.  

But the daily grind frequently turned into late nights with no overtime pay. It ate into her weekends, leaving little time 

for sleep, exercise, dating, or hobbies like painting. Then, the COVID-19 pandemic struck at the same time Lily’s doting 

grandmother, who had raised her as a child, suffered a stroke. “My lao lao [grandma] was unwell, my parents were 

getting older, and I wasn’t getting happier, just more exhausted,” Lily says.  

The turn of events prompted her to resign and move 

back to her mainland China hometown last August, 

where she thought the pace of life might be slower 

than Hong Kong and the job search easier because of 

her English language skills and experience at an 

international company. 

She discovered the opposite. Lily sent out at least 100 

resumes in a six-month time span, for jobs located 

nationwide, with no results. “I studied so hard for so 

many years. I made it to Hong Kong, which is a dream 

for many young people, and worked so hard. So I 

decided to just lie flat and let it rot,” she says. 

Lily’s sentiments echo that of many young Chinese. In 

recent years, a large number of them have embraced ‘lying flat’ (doing the bare minimum to get by), ‘letting it rot’ (making 

the best of a bad situation), and ‘involution’ (becoming stagnant rather than evolving). These fatalistic movements 

epitomize young people’s growing rejection of China’s cutthroat education system and work culture in which rewards in 

exchange for hard work have become increasingly illusory. The number of university graduates in China has surged, but 

white-collar jobs haven’t kept up. Nearly 11 million Chinese students will graduate from university this summer, but many 

of them may not be able to find a job. 

Now, China faces a ticking time bomb: a generation of disenchanted and unemployed youth amid the biggest economic 

slowdown the country has seen in years, caused by the global slowdown and COVID lockdowns. 

China’s unprecedented development and urbanization spree of the last four decades included plans for a great 

educational leap forward. China had become a manufacturing powerhouse, but Beijing needed to educate the millions 

of new young urbanites to build a sophisticated workforce and advanced economy. The government’s annual public 

education spending grew from 1.7% of GDP to around 4% in 2021, or $557 billion.  
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China may have been too successful in reaching its educational goals. In 1990, it minted half a million college graduates. 

This summer, a record 10.8 million will graduate from university—only to enter the worst labor market in decades. Earlier 

this month, China’s youth unemployment rate hit an all-time high of 19%.  

The job market has fallen behind the number of graduates the country is now producing. “There simply aren’t enough 

white-collar jobs for white-collar workers,” Zak Dychtwald, founder of Young China Group, a research firm focused on 

Chinese youth, and author of Young China: How the Restless Generational Will Change Their Country and the World, told 

Fortune. This imbalance allows “employees [to] treat entry-level applicants like they’re disposable,” he says.  

Meanwhile, the nation has more manufacturing jobs than it can fill. As China pursues its plan to become a high-tech 

manufacturing leader, it’ll need 62 million total manufacturing workers by 2025, but will be short 30 million. Young people 

are shunning manufacturing work and sectors like traditional automobiles and energy, Vivien Zhang, associate director 

of southern China at recruitment firm Robert Walters, told Fortune. Victor, a 25-year-old master’s student in business 

from Guangdong, said: “We didn’t study so hard just to work at a factory like the earlier generations.” 

Social contract  

The country’s educational gains came with a big sacrifice.  

Chinese youth face intense pressure to succeed academically and spend years preparing for the ‘gaokao’—the country’s 

notoriously difficult college entrance exam. After finishing university—if they’re lucky enough to receive admission—

young people then graduate into a similarly hyper-competitive job market. In recent years, young, educated workers who 

held sought-after jobs at China’s most vaunted tech companies began ‘lying flat’ and rejecting the ‘996’—9 a.m. to 9 

p.m., six-days-a-week—work culture that Chinese Big Tech espoused. Pinduoduo, a grocery startup with a $73 billion 

market cap, asked staff in some units to work 300 hours a month, online commentators claimed; standard business hours 

total 160 hours per month. The app faced scrutiny in 2021 after the deaths of two young employees.  

But in recent years, the idea of “giving up on fighting tooth and nail” for an increasingly elusive reward has grown in 

appeal, Eli Friedman, a Chinese labor expert, associate professor at Cornell University and author of The Urbanization of 

People: The Politics of Development, Labor Markets, and Schooling in the Chinese City, told Fortune.  

Chinese youth today simply don’t hold the same expectations that they can climb the socioeconomic ladder, in contrast 

to earlier generations who came of age during the nation’s economic boom, Friedman says. China has reached the “end 

of the implicit agreement between the state and young people” that promised improvements in material well-being in 

exchange for keeping quiet about politics, he says. 

There’s no blueprint for how to manage China’s brewing storm: a generation of disenchanted and unemployed youth 

accompanied by a fragile and slowing economy.  

 

But Beijing is trying to establish one. In particular, the government looks to quash any dissent ahead of the October Party 

Congress—the most important meeting on China’s political calendar, where Chinese President Xi Jinping will likely 

establish his third-term. Mentions of lying flat, letting it rot, and involution are heavily censored on Chinese social media. 

Xi has urged “everyone to participate… and avoid lying flat and involution. [We must] create opportunities for more 

people to become rich.” 

It’s unlikely China will see any quick fixes to what are entrenched, long-term problems. In the near-term, the “downward 

pressure” on young people’s employment and wages will remain, Bruce Pang, head of research and chief economist of 

Greater China at real estate services firm JLL, told Fortune. Uncertainty about employment in China quickly transforms 

into weaker business confidence and consumer sentiment, so the country’s “labor market must remain stable to absorb 
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pressure from slower economic growth,” Pang says. There are “strong expectations” from society that the state must 

step in and fix the labor market pains, Friedman says. 

Geopolitics 

What's in Store for India & Other Neighbors as Pak Economy Sinks? - It really couldn’t get worse for Shehbaz 

Sharif. As the consensus Prime Minister of a divided coalition and a divided country, he has the unhappy job of bringing 

the economy to order in Pakistan at a time when the world itself is in crisis and there’s hardly anyone willing to help. The 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) has once again stepped in the breach, making this the 23rd time it has done so since 

Pakistan became a member in 1950. India has done so seven times. Don’t cheer too hard though. Pakistan’s plight, like 

that of Sri Lanka, is a bad indicator for everyone. It also might be a lesson in what not to do. 

Why are Serbia and Kosovo on the brink of war again? - A conflict frozen for two decades could erupt again as a 

consequence of the new systemic Cold War in Europe 

Tensions between Belgrade and Pristina occur regularly, due to the fact that the Kosovo issue has not been resolved since 

1999, when the province de facto gained independence after the US-led NATO campaign against the former Yugoslavia. 

However, this time there is a risk of more or less routine friction escalating into a dangerous conflict, because the context 

has changed dramatically. 

The problem of Kosovo was solved at the end of the twentieth century in strict accordance with the then dominant 

approach, and in the seeming absence of an alternative. Disputes in most of Europe (ie. outside the former USSR) were 

settled according to the EU’s ideas of fairness, and where they could not be worked out amicably, pressure was exerted 

on those who rebelled, up to the use of military force (primarily American, as always). 

The most recalcitrant players were in the Balkans – in the first half of the 1990s, the Bosnian war took place, and in the 

second – the Kosovan conflict. 

Without assessing the quality and moral aspects of politics over the past 25 years, we can talk about the most important 

thing. The region developed in conditions where the only future roadmap for the various states was eventual 

membership of the EU – the prospects of which varied from relatively close or very distant, but inevitable. 

There were no other options, no plans B, C or D. Accordingly, it was the EU that regulated the processes taking place 

locally, and, in general, this setup was taken for granted. 

Moreover, other powers which have been traditionally active and important in the Balkans – Russia and Turkey – 

indicated their presence (sometimes quite clearly) but did not pretend to have a decisive voice in the way things were 

arranged. This framework also defined the room for maneuver of the countries of the region, including those who were 

most loudly dissatisfied, like Serbia. 

Now two main circumstances have changed. First, the EU is in such a vulnerable state that it is not ready to take full 

responsibility for the extremely complex political situation in its immediate periphery. It cannot promise membership, 

and more precisely – even if such a pledge were made, it doesn’t guarantee anything. 

The EU’s management of the central Balkan problems – in Bosnian and Kosovo – has not led to the desired outcome over 

the past quarter of a century. Thus, it’s all the less likely that it will work out now. Because the second circumstance is 

that Russia and the West (the EU plus the US and NATO) are in a state of acute confrontation. 

As a result, there is no reason to expect Moscow’s assistance in resolving the situation (be it Kosovo or Bosnia). Right 

now, the West’s favorite practice of “selective interaction” (we work together with Russia where we need it, we refuse 
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to engage on other issues) can no longer be applied. There will be no cooperation: Russia and the West will be on opposite 

sides of the barricades everywhere, no matter the issue at hand. We are in a systemic cold war. And this reality can 

greatly influence what will happen in the Balkans. 

The question is to what extent the regional actors have retained their passion for showdown, revenge or expansion. 

There are suspicions that this zeal has been exhausted and emasculated. But if it still burns, then external forces will 

enter the fray this time, supporting the opposite sides. 

 


