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Conflict Update # 137 

July 31st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Assessments 

The Kremlin has not responded to the 

International Red Cross (ICRC) request to access 

the Olenivka prison as of July 31, hindering the 

international investigation efforts. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground 
attacks southwest and northwest of Izyum, 

ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ L{²Ωǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 

forces may be setting conditions for advances 

northwest of the current Izyum-Slovyansk line. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks 
northwest of Slovyansk, northeast of Siversk, and 

to the east and south of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces made marginal gains in the 

Avdiivka area and continued ground attacks 

towards Avdiivka and Pisky. 

Russian authorities began recruiting 
volunteers for the Nevsky and Ladoga Battalions 

in Leningrad Oblast, Russia. 

Russian occupation authorities continued 

to prepare for a referendum in Kherson Oblast 

and took measures to depict support for Russian 

control of the occupied territories. 

Subordinate Main EffortτSouthern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks southwest and northwest of Izyum and continued to shell settlements 

in this area on July 31. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces conducted an unsuccessful attack 

on Dmytrivka, about 20km southwest of Izyum. They also conducted reconnaissance-in-force westward of Nova 

Husarivka to Husarivka (about 50km northwest of Izyum) and shelled Semylanne and Chervona Polyana, both 30km 

southwest of Izyum. As ISW assessed yesterday, Russian forces may be reprioritizing offensive operations in the area 

northwest of the Izyum-Slovyansk in order to set conditions for westward advances from the Izyum area deeper into 

Kharkiv Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground attack northwest of Slovyansk and otherwise shelled settlements along the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border today. UGS that their forces conducted an unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force 
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operation near Dolyna (about 20km 

northwest of Slovyansk along the E40 

highway). Russian troops also conducted 

artillery strikes near Dolyna, Krasnopillya, 

Mazanivka, and Adamivka - all settlements 

near the oblast border northwest of 

Slovyansk.  

UGS noted that Russian troops are 

transferring separate units from the 

Slovyansk direction to the Zaporizhia 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ L{²Ωǎ 

assessment that Russian military leadership 

is likely de-prioritizing attempts to advance 

on Slovyansk in favor of operations 

elsewhere in Donbas and Southern Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground 

attack northeast of Siversk on July 31. UGS 

stated that enemy troops withdrew after an 

unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force 

attempt near Serebryanka, 5km northeast of 

Siversk,a nd they also continued air and 

artillery strikes on Siversk and the 

surrounding settlements of Vymika, Spirne, 

Zvanivka, Verkhnokamyanske, Kryva Luka, 

Hryhorivka, and others. 

Russian forces conducted a series of ground 

assaults to the northeast, east, and 

southeast of Bakhmut on July 31. UGS  

reported that Russian forces attempted to 

improve their tactical positions on the Roty-

Vershyna line, about 15km southeast of 

Bakhmut along the E40 highway, and also 

attempted to improve their tactical positions in the direction of Bakhmut from positions in Pokrovske, just east of 

Bakhmut.  

Ukrainian troops neutralized a Russian reconnaissance-in-force attempt in the direction of Strapivka to Soledar, which is 

within 10km northeast of Bakhmut. Russian forces continued air and artillery strikes on Ukrainian positions surrounding 

Bakhmut in order to support attempts to advance from the south and east. 

Russian forces also conducted several limited ground attacks northeast and southwest of Avdiivka and made marginal 

gains during offensive operations around Avdiivka on July 31. UGS reported that their forces attempted advances around 

Kamyanka (less than 10km northeast of Avdiika) and Pisky (about 15km southwest of Avdiivka) and that unspecified 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƘŀŘ έǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ !ǾŘƛƛǾƪŀΦ  

5ƻƴŜǘǎƪ tŜƻǇƭŜΨǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ό5bwύ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 5ŀƴƛƛƭ .ŜȊǎƻƴƻǾ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŀnd DNR forces 

secured positions on the southeastern outskirts of Pisky, which is consistent with the UGS statement that Russian forces 
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ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ 5ƻƴŜǘǎƪ /ƛǘȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ tƛǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǳƴǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ άǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎά ƛƴ the general area of 

Avdiivka. Russian forces continued to shell along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline in order to cover ground attacks 

towards Avdiivka and Pisky. 

Supporting Effort #1τKharkiv City - Russian forces did not conduct any ground assaults in the Kharkiv City direction, 

instead focusing on maintaining previously occupied lines and preventing Ukrainian forces from advancing toward the 

Russian border in Kharkiv Oblast on July 31. They launched an airstrike near Staryi Saltiv, approximately 46km east of 

Kharkiv City, and continued conducting tube, tank, and rocket artillery strikes on Kharkiv City and settlements to the 

north, northeast, and southeast. 

Supporting Effort #2τSouthern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to undertake 

defensive measures in Kherson Oblast in 

preparation for a Ukrainian counteroffensive in 

the region. UGS reported that Russian forces are 

attempting to prevent Ukrainian forces from 

advancing from the northeast into Kherson 

Oblast and continued shelling Ukrainian 

positions along the Kherson-Mykolaiv and 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders.  

 The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that 

Russian forces launched airstrikes on Ukrainian 

positions in Bilohirka and Bila Krynytsia, 

seemingly confirming that Ukraine retains a 

bridgehead on the eastern Inhulets River bank. 

Satellite imagery also showed that Russian 

forces dug trenches near the Antonivskyi Bridge 

(on the right bank of the Dnipro River) and set 

up radar reflectors along both Antonivskyi road 

and railway bridges to prevent Ukrainian missile 

strikes. Social media footage showed that 

Russian forces are also attempting to repair the 

bridge on July 31. 

Russian forces continued to shell and launch 

missile strikes against Nikopol and Mykolaiv 

City, after targeting the two cities throughout 

the week. The Ukrainian Southern Operational 

Command reported that Russian forces fired 

two air-launched cruise missiles at Nikopol and 50 rockets from Grad MLRS systems. They also reportedly fired at 

Mykolaiv City with Smerch MLRS systems and modified S-300 air defense missiles on July 31. Ukrainian officials stated 

that Russian rockets hit residential areas and social infrastructure, but the Russian Defense Ministry claimed to have 

destroyed a Ukrainian ammunition depot in Mykolaiv City. 

Ukrainian forces continue to successfully target Russian strongholds, transit routes, and ammunition depots throughout 

the Southern Axis. Ukrainian officials confirmed that Ukrainian forces destroyed a field ammunition depot in Vysoke 


