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Conflict Update # 84 

June 8th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued assaults 
against Ukrainian positions in 

Severodonetsk. Russian forces 

simultaneously seek to outflank Ukrainian 

positions in the region to avoid the 

necessity of making an opposed crossing of 

the Siversky Donets river. 

Russian forces are continuing 

operations around Sviatohirsk and west of 

Lyman to link up with operations southeast 

of Izyum and drive on Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are intensifying their 

operations in northwestern Kherson 

Oblast in response to recent Ukrainian 

counterattacks. 

Russian forces in Zaporizhia Oblast are 

focusing ground and artillery attacks near 

the Zaporizhia-Donetsk Oblast border and 

likely are seeking to strengthen control of 

the highway between Vasylivka-Orikhiv and 

Huliapole to support operations in 

northeast Zaporizhia. 

Russian-backed occupation 

authorities are attempting to set 

conditions for the political integration of 

occupied areas into the Russian Federation 

but are likely acting independently and in an 

incoherent manner due to the lack of a 

unifying occupation authority. 

Russian forces intensified psychological and information operations to degrade Ukrainian morale. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued efforts to 

gain control over the eastern outskirts of Severodonetsk on June 8. Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai denied Chechen 

leader Ramzan Kadyrov’s claims that Russian forces have seized Severodonetsk and noted that street fighting is ongoing 

in the city. The Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Ambassador to Russia, Rodion Miroshnik, claimed that Russian forces 
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took control over the Severodonetsk airport and stated 

that Ukrainian forces are continuing small-scale resistance 

at the Azot Chemical Plant on June 8, but ISW cannot 

independently verify these claims. Ukrainian forces are 

continuing to conduct a flexible defense of Severodonetsk 

and are likely focusing on inflicting high casualties on 

Russian personnel rather than seeking to hold the entire 

city. Haidai clarified previous reports from June 5-7 that 

Ukrainian forces regained half of Severodonetsk during a 

counterattack on June 5, but stated that they then 

withdrew to previous positions following Russian ground, 

artillery, and air strikes on June 6. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Ukrainian defenders repelled Russian 

ground assaults on Toshkivka and Ustynivka (both within 

20 km southeast of Severodonetsk) that sought to secure 

positions on the western Siverskyi Donets Riverbank.[ 

Russian forces likely seek to advance up the west bank of 

the Siverskyi Donets River to avoid conducting a 

challenging opposed river crossing from Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces continued to conduct ground assaults and 

launch artillery and airstrikes west and east of Popasna to 

disrupt Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) 

to Lysychansk. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian artillery continued to defend Ukraine’s GLOCs 

along the T1302 highway from Bakhmut to Lysychansk and 

pushed Russian forces out of Nahirne, less than 1 km away 

from the T1302, to further screen this key highway. Russian 

forces are reportedly fighting near Berestove, a settlement 

just northeast of Nahirne on the T1302 highway. Haidai 

noted that Ukrainian forces retain control of the T1302 

highway. Russian forces did not launch assaults west or east 

of Avdiivka and maintained heavy shelling in western 

Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations southeast of 

Izyum on June 8. Russian forces have advanced to 

Sviatohirsk (approximately 27 km southeast of Izyum), but 

it is unclear if Russian forces have entirely seized 

Sviatohirsk. Geolocated videos showed Ukrainian forces 

conducting artillery strikes and firing portable anti-tank 

systems against Russian heavy artillery in the eastern part 
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of Sviatohisrk on June 6-7. NASA FIRMS data observed significant high-temperature anomalies in western Sviatohirsk 

over the past 24 hours, likely indicating Russian indirect fire against remaining Ukrainian forces in the settlement. A 

Russian journalist reporting from an unspecified location in Sviatohirsk claimed that Russian forces will soon capture the 

entire city on June 8. Russian Telegram Channel WarJournal [Z] shared drone footage of a destroyed bridge over the 

Siverskyi Donets River in Sviatohirsk connecting to the southeastern settlement of Tetyanivka and claimed that Ukrainian 

forces destroyed the bridge, but ISW cannot independently verify these claims. Russian Telegram channel Swodki also 

claimed that Russian forces seized Tetyanivka on June 8, but this claim is likely incorrect as Russian forces reportedly 

continued to shell Tetyanivka throughout the day. Russian forces are likely attempting to secure Sviatohirsk to link up 

with other units advancing south from Izyum to further advance toward Slovyansk but may face Ukrainian resistance 

from the western Siverskyi Donets Riverbank. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces are continuing to 

set conditions for offensive operations south of Izyum but did not launch ground assaults in the area. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces conducted ground and artillery 

attacks along the Southern Axis but did not make 

any confirmed advances on June 8. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command stated that 

Russian forces are intensifying operations in 

Kherson Oblast, specifically along the Mykolaiv-

Kherson Oblast borders. Russian forces are likely 

escalating hostilities in this area in response to 

recent Ukrainian counterattacks south of Davydiv 

Brid, where territory is still contested. Russian 

forces are reportedly attempting to curb 

Ukrainian efforts to regroup and strengthen units 

in Kherson Oblast and prevent further Ukrainian 

counterattacks. 

Russian forces concentrated their artillery fire 

and ground attacks in northeastern Zaporizhia 

near the Donetsk Oblast border on the Orikhiv-

Huliapole line. Spokesperson for the Ukrainian 

Defense Ministry Oleksandr Motuzyanyk noted 

that Russian forces deployed 30 T-62 tanks to 

“long-term” (likely meaning defensive) firing 

points in Vasylivka, which is a likely attempt to 

strengthen control over the T0812 highway that 

runs from Vasylivka to Orikhiv and Huliapole. 

Russian forces additionally conducted MLRS 

attacks and reconnaissance operations in 

Mykolaiv Oblast. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian-backed occupation authorities continued to set political conditions for 

the integration of occupied Ukrainian territories on June 8. Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that 

occupation authorities in Kherson Oblast are conducting fake “social polls” in order to set conditions for a “referendum” 

on accession into the Russian Federation. According to the report, citizens of Kherson Oblast are receiving calls from 

unidentified actors that pose a series of manipulative and leading questions in order to sway their opinions on Russia, 

the war, the occupation, and Russian President Vladimir Putin. The GUR stated that the results of these manufactured 
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“polls” will be used by occupation authorities to argue that Ukrainian citizens think favorably of Russia in order to make 

the case for annexation. 

The Russian-appointed mayor of Melitopol, Galina Danilchenko, announced on June 8 that Melitopol is preparing for its 

own referendum on joining Russia. The fact that a singular city, as opposed to an entire occupied region, is preparing for 

a referendum may indicate that occupied territories are pursuing ad hoc annexation and integration plans without a 

unifying occupational body to oversee the annexation of the entire region. 

Occupation authorities of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) continued to fail to provide the residents of Mariupol 

with basic social services or quality-of-life assurances. Advisor to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andryushchenko stated 

that DNR authorities are unable to provide water, humanitarian aid, or medical services to residents and that corruption 

amongst DNR collaborators is further complicating the situation. Head of the DNR Denis Pushilin stated that his priority 

is restoring the school system in Mariupol despite continual administrative failures to provide even the most basic food 

and water services. Pushilin additionally dismissed the chairman of the DNR‘s government on June 8, which is a likely 

indicator that DNR authorities have faced widespread internal challenges in efforts to occupy Mariupol and conduct the 

war as a whole. ISW cannot currently assess the implications of this reported dismissal and will report further on any 

changes in the DNR’s governance structure. 

Elite Unit of Russian Army Destroyed in 14-Hour Battle, Ukraine Says - Kyiv's forces destroyed an elite Russian 

army unit during a battle that raged for more than 14 hours, according to Ukraine's military. 

The 80th assault brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said on its Facebook page that its troops had successfully 

stopped a Russian attempt to advance via a strategically important highway in eastern Ukraine. 

The post said that the Ukrainian paratroop brigade, which is garrisoned in Lviv, used NLAW grenade launchers to attack 

a Russian BMD combat vehicle and troops. It said that 50 personnel were killed from the Pskov-based 76th Guards Air 

Assault Division, "which is considered elite in the Russian armed forces." 

"The coordinated actions of the artillery units of the 80th brigade, in the end, inflicted a mass artillery strike on the 

enemy," said the post in Ukrainian, according to a translation. 

Ukrainians Reportedly Destroy Sophisticated Russian Communications Station - Ukrainian forces say they 

have destroyed a sophisticated Russian communications station that they discovered in the Kharkiv region, in 

northeastern Ukraine. 

The images, obtained from the Center for Strategic Communications and Information Security, purport to show the 

destruction of the communications station. 

The timestamp on the footage appears to indicate that the strike took place on Wednesday. The images reportedly show 

various buildings being hit with black smoke rising into the sky. 

The organization explained that the Russian "R-439 (second name 'Legend') works in operational-tactical and tactical 

units of control through a spacecraft repeater. The station organizes satellite, as well as classified telephone, telegraph 

and photo-telegraph communications." 

Ukrainian Navy Claims Success In Black Sea - Ukrainian officials say a fleet of Russian ships has been forced more 

than 100 kilometers from the Ukrainian coast, which could be used to alleviate the economic pressure of the Russian 

blockade. 
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The Ukrainian Navy claimed that it had pushed a fleet of Russian ships more than 100 kilometers from the Ukrainian 

coast. Ukraine alleged that as a result, Russia had been forced to change its tactics in the northwest part of the Black Sea 

to rely on coastal defenses in occupied Kherson and Crimea, rather than seaborne air defenses. 

Russia punishes officers after conscripts were sent to Ukraine - Russia has prosecuted around a dozen army 

officers after hundreds of conscripts were sent to fight in Ukraine, a military prosecutor said on Tuesday. 

President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly denied that Russia is using conscripts, young men who are drafted by the state 

to serve in the army, saying only professional soldiers and officers are taking part in its military operation. 

The issue of conscripts' involvement in the war is highly sensitive in Russia. Although Russia has stopped publishing 

statistics about how many of its soldiers have died in Ukraine, estimates have run into the thousands. 

Some associations representing mothers of Russian soldiers have raised concerns about conscripts being drafted to fight 

despite a lack of adequate training. All sides in the Ukraine conflict have systems of conscription, where young men are 

required by law to do military service. 

Low, Fast And Dangerous: A Firsthand Account Of Ukraine’s Secret Helicopter Rescue Missions - Flint was 

nervous. It was early on the morning of March 21 at the Dnipro airport and he and a small group of fellow soldiers from 

the Ukraine Defense Intelligence Directorate (GUR) were about to embark on a secret and dangerous mission, one of the 

most important of the war. 

For weeks, the defenders of the Azovstal steel plant in the port city of Mariupol on the Sea of Azov had been under siege 

by Russian forces. They were running low on ammunition, food, and medical supplies and the numbers of badly wounded 

rose daily. 

The plan, cooked up by Maj. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, the head of the Defense Intelligence directorate, was audacious and 

potentially disastrous. Fly some of the dwindling numbers of Ukraine's operable helicopters 60 miles over enemy territory 

heavily defended by Russian ground-based air defenses and fighters, land inside one of the most intensely bombarded 

patches of Ukraine, drop off supplies, and fly to safety with those in need of immediate medical care. 

He and the other troops changed into civilian clothes and boarded two Mi-8 Hip helicopters that were stripped of 

armaments and other systems to reduce their weight. This was done to make room for the load of Stinger shoulder-fired 

surface-to-air missiles, NLAW anti-tank missiles, and Starlink communications systems that would allow the Azovstal 

defenders to stay in the fight and in touch. 

Around 3:30 AM, they lifted off, first headed for a refueling stop, then for the 60-mile hop across Russian-controlled 

territory to the steel plant surrounded by the Russian 8th Army. 

There were two main concerns, said Flint. The first was Russian air defenses, particularly man-portable air defense 

systems (MANPADS) and Tor self-propelled surface-to-air missile systems. The other was keeping the mission a secret. 

But once on board, the nervousness faded. There were Ukrainian forces in desperate need of help. So Flint, sitting atop 

the ammo boxes, settled in for the low-level flight that would see the Hips zip along at about 150 miles per hour, hugging 

the ground at an altitude of about 15 feet to avoid enemy radar. 

In what would be the first of seven such missions involving 16 Hips, the first helicopter resupply flight to Azovstal was 

supposed to take place two days earlier. 

Flying fast and low over changing terrain with mountains and obstacles like trees and telephone wires required a great 

deal of pilot skill. 
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In some cases without any guns to defend themselves, “we were flying naked,” said Flint. And not all pilots were trained 

to fly using night vision equipment, requiring some missions, like the one Flint was on, to fly partly in the daylight. 

The combination of factors, he said, is why the soldiers donned civvies and left all their military identifications behind. 

Landing, however, turned out to be the easy part. For the next 15 to 20 minutes, the troops unloaded the supplies and 

gathered up the wounded, about 16 of which arrived via GAZ-66 trucks emerging from the tunnels. 

Departing low, again to try to avoid triggering Russian air defenses, the Hips once again made it back to the refueling 

point without taking fire. They returned safely to Dnipro around 7:30 AM. 

"It's absolutely special emotions when you hand over the wounded to the doctors and you understand that you did 

something that's totally impossible," Flint recalled his emotional state upon landing. "You feel proud and happiness about 

your people." 

Impacts 

Ukraine invasion is killing global growth, World Bank says - Russia’s Ukraine invasion is helping kill global 

economic growth, the World Bank warned Tuesday. “The war in Ukraine, lockdowns in China, supply-chain disruptions, 

and the risk of stagflation are hammering growth,” World Bank President David Malpass said in a statement marking the 

release of a new “Global Economic Prospects” report.  

How bad will it get? In January, global growth this year was expected to be about 4.1 percent—compared to 5.7 in 2021. 

Three months after Putin’s invasion, the World Bank says, growth has been revised down to just 2.9 percent. And “It is 

expected to hover around that pace over 2023-24, as the war in Ukraine disrupts activity, investment, and trade in the 

near term, pent-up demand fades, and fiscal and monetary policy accommodation is withdrawn.” 

Some of this may sound familiar to folks who lived through the 1970s energy crisis, with “persistent supply-side 

disturbances fueling inflation, preceded by a protracted period of highly accommodative monetary policy in major 

advanced economies,” the bank warns. “However, the ongoing episode also differs from the 1970s in multiple 

dimensions: the dollar is strong, a sharp contrast with its severe weakness in the 1970s; the percentage increases in 

commodity prices are smaller; and the balance sheets of major financial institutions are generally strong.” Read on, here. 

The World Bank says most countries are headed for a recession and warns of a possible return to 1970s 

‘stagflation’ - Investors, bankers, and entrepreneurs have been discussing the chances of a coming recession for 

months. Now the world’s premier international credit institution is joining the chorus that a recession is likely and warns 

that something even worse might be on the horizon. Growth impact is referred to in the article above, 

The return of stagflation? 

World Bank president David Malpass mentioned the threat of stagflation multiple times in the World Bank report, noting 

similarities in monetary policy environments between now and the last time stagflation hit. 

“Several years of above-average inflation and below-average growth are now likely, with potentially destabilizing 

consequences for low- and middle-income economies. It’s a phenomenon—stagflation—that the world has not seen 

since the 1970s,” he wrote. 

Stagflation occurs when economic growth goes through a significant slowdown, but inflation and high prices persist. The 

last time the world went through a stagflationary period was during the 1970s oil shocks, when high oil prices caused 

high inflation worldwide and a recession in countries that imported large oil volumes from the Middle East. 
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Stagflation can be considered the worst of all worlds, as inflation usually tends to counteract a shrinking economy. But 

the same conditions that kick-started 1970s stagflation appear to be making a return. 

Resuming normal supply-chain operations and increasing production around the world are key to avoiding stagflation, 

Malpass said, but it won’t be easy. COVID-19 lockdowns in China’s production hubs over the past few months dealt a 

blow to global manufacturing, and energy constraints as a result of the war are standing in the way of supply chains 

returning to full normalcy. 

The New Energy Order - “The energy crisis triggered by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could become the worst in half a 

century,” Jason Bordoff and Meghan O’Sullivan write. But the turbulence in today’s fuel markets is only “a preview of the 

tumultuous era ahead.” 

Before the war, efforts to mitigate climate change were already transforming the global energy order. Now, energy 

security has become just as important a concern. Acting on these two priorities at once will require “government 

intervention in the energy sector on a scale not seen in recent memory,” Bordoff and O’Sullivan argue. Intervention, if 

managed correctly, can help steer economies through the coming transition. Without it, “the world will suffer a 

breakdown in energy security or the worst effects of climate change—or both.” 

In the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the world appears to be at an inflection point. Business leaders have declared 

the acceleration of deglobalization and sounded the alarm about a new period of stagflation. Academics have decried 

the return of conquest and hailed the renewal of transatlantic ties. And countries are rethinking almost every aspect of 

their foreign policies, including trade, defense spending, and military alliances. 

These dramatic shifts have overshadowed another profound transformation in the global energy system. For the last two 

decades, the urgent need to reduce carbon emissions has gradually reshaped the global energy order. Now, as a result 

of the war in Ukraine, energy security has returned to the fore, joining climate change as a top concern for policymakers. 

Together, these dual priorities are poised to reshape national energy planning, energy trade flows, and the broader global 

economy. Countries will increasingly look inward, prioritizing domestic energy production and regional cooperation even 

as they seek to transition to net-zero carbon emissions. If countries retreat into strategic energy blocs, a multidecade 

trend toward more energy interconnectedness risks giving way to an age of energy fragmentation. 

But in addition to economic nationalism and deglobalization, the coming energy order will be defined by something that 

few analysts have fully appreciated: government intervention in the energy sector on a scale not seen in recent memory. 

After four decades during which they generally sought to curb their activity in energy markets, Western governments are 

now recognizing the need to play a more expansive role in everything from building (and retiring) fossil fuel infrastructure 

to influencing where private companies buy and sell energy to limiting emissions through carbon pricing, subsidies, 

mandates, and standards. 

This shift is bound to invite comparisons to the 1970s, when excessive government intervention in energy markets 

exacerbated repeated energy crises. The dawning era of government intervention won’t be a bad thing, however, if 

managed correctly. Appropriately limited and tailored to address specific market failures, it can forestall the worst effects 

of climate change, mitigate many energy security risks, and help manage the biggest geopolitical challenges of the coming 

energy transition. The current energy crisis has refocused the world’s attention on geopolitical energy risks, forcing a 

reckoning between tomorrow’s climate ambitions and today’s energy needs and offering a preview of the tumultuous 

era ahead. How governments respond to these challenges, brought into sharp relief by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, will 

shape the new energy order for decades to come. 

The energy crisis triggered by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could become the worst in half a century. Many analysts have 

already drawn comparisons with the 1970s oil crises, but there are important differences. To begin with, the global 

economy is less energy intense. Economic growth has outpaced growth in energy use, so the world now uses much less 
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energy per unit of GDP. Moreover, many more companies distribute oil globally today than did in the early 1970s, when 

just a handful of firms controlled most of the world’s oil trade. As a result, energy supply chains are now more durable. 

With coal, gasoline, diesel, natural gas, and other commodity prices all near record highs, further disruption of Russian 

energy supplies, whether initiated by Russia or Europe, would accelerate inflation, invite recession, demand energy 

rationing, and force business shutdowns. 

For the time being, the volume flowing from strategic stockpiles roughly offsets the loss of supply from Russia. 

But the worst is likely yet to come. When Chinese lockdowns ease, oil demand will surge, pushing up prices. The same 

will be true for natural gas prices, which in turn affect electricity and heating prices. Although Russian gas has largely 

continued to flow to Europe, Moscow has cut sales to Finland, Poland, and Bulgaria; curbed exports through Ukraine and 

to a Gazprom subsidiary seized by Germany; and threatened to sever supplies to all European countries that do not pay 

in rubles. A complete cutoff of Russian gas supplies to Europe is still unlikely, but hardly unthinkable, and would probably 

lead to shortages, energy rationing, and the shuttering of energy-intensive industries. 

A more expansive role for government is likely to be a defining feature of the new global energy order that will emerge 

from the Russia-Ukraine crisis. And just as greater government intrusion into energy markets had profound economic, 

political, and geopolitical ramifications in the 1970s, such activity will be transformational today—although not in a 

negative way, if done right. Structured and managed properly, greater government engagement in the energy and climate 

realm can help smooth the volatility of markets, mitigate the risks that will inevitably arise from the energy transition, 

and shorten the path to net-zero emissions. 

Putin 

Will Putin's luck run out in his game of Russian roulette? - Is that due to the luck of his circumstances? He has 

at his disposal the military manpower, including a nuclear arsenal, deemed to be the second most potent in the world, 

as well as a country rich in the natural resources that Ukraine’s western allies need. But is he also a brilliant military 

strategist, combining luck with power? 

Luck — just like in any game — can only take someone so far. A combination of luck and skills is necessary, and Anton 

Oleinik of Memorial University of Newfoundland points out that Ukrainians may possess a secret weapon that Russia and 

the West have under-estimated: the will to fight. 

The war in Ukraine that’s gone awry for Russia since its very start calls for a reassessment of Putin’s might. Time 

magazine’s readers did not include his name in top five most influential people of 2022. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy came first. 

A powerful person is able “to carry out his own will despite resistance,” said German sociologist Max Weber in the 1920s. 

Keith Dowding, a British political philosopher, compares a powerful person to a lucky one. The latter gets what he wants 

“without trying” and without facing resistance. 

The war waged by Russia against Ukraine helps clearly differentiate power from luck, which has practical consequences. 

Differences between power and luck can be easily perceived in a card game. A player can win either because he has 

trump cards or because he uses a sophisticated strategy regardless of the cards. In the first case, the player is lucky. In 

the second case, he is powerful. 

Some card games, the game of roulette or, in the extreme case, Russian roulette, are pure games of chance. In the others, 

a good memory and a well thought out strategy help win. 
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Putin’s luck 

Ukraine is Putin’s ultimate game, one that put his power to the test. This explains his intention to win at any price. At the 

start of the war, Putin seemed to have all trump cards in his hands. 

He had at his disposal, the military manpower deemed to be the second most potent in the world. He inherited from the 

Soviet Union the status of a nuclear superpower and expanded its arsenal of nuclear weapons. 

Russia’s possession of nuclear weapons, in fact, gives it a crucial advantage. It nullifies the effect of wrong moves to a 

significant extent. It comes as no surprise that Putin put Russia’s nuclear force on high alert as soon as the war in Ukraine 

started to run into problems. 

But Russia’s initial advantages had to be used wisely to win the war. Without a well-conceived strategy and tactics, strong 

military and abundant natural resources alone won’t beat an opponent. A careless player is unable to prevail, even if he 

has trump cards in his hand. 

Ukraine’s power 

Ukraine represents an opposite situation in many respects. In 1994, Ukraine gave up its nuclear weapons in exchange for 

“security assurances.” But those assurances turned out not to be binding. Russia, the other signatory of the Budapest 

Memorandum — an agreement that ostensibly assured Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity from Russia — 

chose to violate it and use military force against Ukraine. 

Underestimating the will to fight 

The fact that Russia’s war has not been unfolding as Putin expected is indicative of a series of strategic and tactical errors 

he has made. Probably for the first time since his ascension to power 1999, he’s likely felt at times like a gambler on the 

threshold of losing everything. 

At the end of the day, he has more in common with Dostoevsky’s gambler than with a calculating chess player from The 

Luzhin Defense, a novel by another famous Russian writer, Vladimir Nabokov. 

To break Ukrainian defences, Putin needed to complement luck with power. The control of resources no longer suffices. 

Upon closer inspection, Putin’s ability to get what he wants has been due more to structural and dispositional factors — 

they underpin his “luck” — than to his qualities as a strategist. True power is impossible without strategy. 

Ukraine’s formidable resistance to Russia’s military and economic might, on the other hand, has been a manifestation of 

its power. It led U.S. intelligence community to conduct an internal review into how it assesses the fighting power of 

foreign militaries by factoring the will to fight into predictions. 

Russia’s war in Ukraine suggests that Zelenskyy and the people of Ukraine may be more powerful than Putin. Resistance 

makes a difference. To ultimately confirm their power, however, the Ukrainians need to go beyond resistance. They need 

to win the war. (The Conversation). 

Putin’s Invasion of Ukraine Decimates Influence of Local Pro-Russian Parties - Over the years, Moscow has 

poured in vast sums of money to support its loyalists in Ukraine, cultivating the ground for further military incursion. And 

after the Kremlin launched its massive re-invasion of Ukraine on February 24 many such pro-Kremlin Ukrainian politicians 

suddenly surfaced in Russia, appearing on state TV propaganda channels to call for tougher measures against Kyiv (Vesti, 

March 8).  

Meanwhile, in the occupied territories, some such figures have agreed to cooperate with the Russia forces, accepting 

high positions in the local administrations, including in Kherson, Melitopol, Berdyansk and other cities controlled by the 

invading troops (Pravda.com.ua, May 8; Liga.net, May 23; Slovoidilo.ua, May 31). 
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Russia had employed comparable tactics in Crimea and Donbas since 2014, specifically recruiting local collaborators, 

especially from among members of Russia-friendly political parties. But today, it is mostly the Russian-speaking 

inhabitants of Ukraine’s southern and eastern regions—that is, populations who had tended to vote most strongly for 

pro-Russian parties and whom Putin had promised to “defend”—who are suffering the most from Russian bombardments 

and shelling of civilian targets. 

Following the outbreak of full-scale war, the pro-Russian political camp in Ukraine has significantly shrunk and many of 

those politicians quickly shifted their public position to the pro-Ukrainian flank, and many more fled the country even 

before Russian forces launched their attack. But their public support was already low even before hostilities broke out. 

According to polling conducted by the sociological firm Rating prior to the February 24 re-invasion, the country’s main 

Moscow-friendly party, Opposition Platform–For Life (OP-FL), was ranked fourth, with 9.7 percent of the popular support; 

and its head, Yuriy Boyko, also came in fourth (8.3 percent) among a list of potential presidential candidates. In turn, 

Evgeniy Murayev, a leader of the political party Nashi, which also espouses pro-Russian views, garnered 5.5 percent of 

support from those surveyed (Pravda.com.ua, February 16). 

Although there has been no further public opinion polling of Ukrainians in recent weeks, clearly all of the country’s major 

pro-Russian parties have either disbanded or visibly shifted their position, while many of their prominent Kremlin-friendly 

politicians have left Ukraine for good. Unlike in 2014, when pro-Russian political forces quickly rebuilt their strength in 

backlash to the EuroMaidan revolution, Moscow’s unprovoked aggression in 2022 has reduced these factions’ domestic 

influence to almost zero. 

Sanctions 

U.S. Justice Department Sails Away With Russian Megayacht Amadea - After weeks of legal wrangling, the 

Russian-owned megayacht Amadea has been seized by American authorities, reflagged in the United States, re-crewed 

with new mariners and sailed out of the harbor at Lautoka, Fiji.  

The Amadea is a 350-foot motor yacht built in Germany in 2016. U.S. authorities believe that her beneficial owner is the 

sanctioned Russian oligarch Suleiman Kerimov, a billionaire with ties to Russian President Vladimir Putin. When Amadea 

entered Fijian waters in mid-April, the U.S. filed a request for her seizure with local courts and sent FBI agents to carry 

out enforcement.  

The yacht's holding company, Millemarin Investments, appealed the seizure order and claimed that the yacht was owned 

by a different, non-sanctioned Russian businessman. The case worked its way up through the country's court system over 
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the course of the following month, and Fiji's Supreme Court issued a final ruling Tuesday giving custody of the vessel to 

the U.S. government.  

"The court accepted the validity of the US warrant and agreed that issues concerning money laundering and ownership 

need to be decided in the court of original jurisdiction, in this case, the US District Court of Columbia. The Amadea has 

been handed over to US authorities and will now leave Fiji," said Christopher Pryde, Fiji's director of public prosecutions, 

in a statement. 

As a practical matter, the court ruling relieves Fiji of the financial burden of maintaining an ultra-expensive detained 

megayacht. The $300 million vessel is reportedly filled with "precious woods and delicate silk fabrics," among other items 

- not the hard-wearing, easy-care trappings of a merchant vessel.  

The Amadea is now in U.S. custody, and the U.S. will be obligated to maintain her, but the vessel's ultimate fate is unclear. 

The Biden administration has proposed a legislative package that would allow the government to pursue asset forfeiture 

and sell sanctioned Russian assets on an expedited basis, then use the funds to help pay for the cost of the war effort. 

The House has passed a separate bill that encourages the administration to pursue forfeiture - but without any further 

legal authorization.  

Russia wants the world to blame Ukraine for Moscow’s Black Sea naval blockade. It’s a way to deflect blame 

for Putin disrupting global grain supplies with his invasion, since a quarter of the world’s wheat comes from Ukraine and 

Russia—and a vast majority of it typically goes to market via Ukrainian ports along the Black and Azov Seas. Meantime, 

“The blockade of Ukraine’s ports has pushed crops across roads and rail to Ukraine’s western borders or down the 

Danube to be loaded onto ships in Romania,” the Wall Street Journal reported Tuesday from Kyiv. 

50 billion cubic meters - With Europe looking to cut its dependence on Russia and import up to 50 billion cubic meters 

per year in liquefied natural gas (LNG) from alternative sources, the global gas market is increasingly tight. While U.S. 

LNG exporters stand to benefit, elevated prices are creating a heavy burden for price-sensitive buyers in countries such 

as Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, and Thailand. 

$147 billion - China's ties with Russia generate notable benefits on the economic front. Between 2000 and 2021, China’s 

annual trade with Russia grew more than 18-fold, from just $8 billion to more than $147 billion. While this only represents 

a small percentage of China's total trade with the world, it is comprised of major energy products such as oil, coal, and 

gas. 

Humanitarian 

Horn of Africa braces for 'explosion of child deaths' as hunger crisis deepens - An "explosion of child deaths" 

is likely and imminent in the Horn of Africa unless the international community takes immediate action to prevent a new 

hunger disaster, UN humanitarians warned on Tuesday. 

As a direct result of rainy season failures and the Ukraine war's impact on global supply chains, the cost of life-saving 

therapeutic food that UNICEF uses to treat children with severe acute malnutrition, is projected to rise by 16 per cent 

globally over the next six months. 

This means that UNICEF will require an estimated additional $12 million more than expected for the Horn of Africa alone. 

Containment 

Germany to boost military mission in Lithuania - Germany is ready to ramp up its military mission in Lithuania in 

response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said during a visit to Vilnius on Tuesday. 
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"We are ready to strengthen our engagement and to develop it towards a robust combat brigade," Scholz told reporters 

after meeting with Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda and the prime ministers of Latvia and Estonia. 

"We will defend every centimeter of NATO's territory," he added. 

Show of force in SE Asia - The Japanese, South Korean, and U.S. militaries flew dozens of jets in a show of force on 

Tuesday as U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman visited Seoul for talks with regional officials ahead of what’s 

believed to be North Korea’s next nuclear test. 

Involved: “Four U.S. F-16 fighter jets…with 16 South Korean planes—including F-35A stealth fighters,” in one drill; and 

“four Japanese F-15 fighters and two American F-16s” in a separate exercise, the Associated Press reports from Seoul. 

UK to gift multiple-launch rocket systems to Ukraine - Defence Secretary Ben Wallace announced that Britain 

will send M270 launchers, which can strike targets up to 80km away with precision guided rockets. 

The UK will give multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) to Ukraine to help the country defend itself against Russian 

aggression, the Defence Secretary has announced. 

The cutting edge M270 weapon system, which can strike targets up to 80km away with pinpoint accuracy, will offer a 

significant boost in capability for the Ukrainian forces. The UK's decision has been co-ordinated closely with the US 

decision to gift the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) variant of MLRS. 

Alongside the weapon system, the UK will also supply M31A1 munitions at scale. 

The decision by Ben Wallace comes in response to requests from Ukrainian forces for longer range precision weapons in 

order to defend themselves from Russian heavy artillery, which has been used to devastating effect in the eastern Donbas 

region. 

Ukrainian troops will be trained on how to use the launchers in the UK, so that they can maximize the effectiveness of 

the systems. Britain previously announced that Ukrainian personnel would be trained to use a variety of armored vehicles 

which the UK donated, including Mastiff, Husky and Wolfhound. 

Uber powers emergency food deliveries in Ukraine - Uber has built a "private-label" version of its delivery 

platform to help the United Nations deliver food and water supplies to war-torn areas of Ukraine. 

The tech firm is working with the UN's World Food Programme (WFP). 

It's difficult for large delivery trucks to access some parts of Ukraine because of structural damage and the threat of 

attack. Uber's platform enables the WFP to co-ordinate a fleet of smaller vehicles. 

The WFP is hand-picking its own drivers and vehicles, but some are former Uber drivers who worked in Ukraine before 

the Russian invasion. Uber boss Dara Khosrowshahi said his firm had given the WFP "their own private-label Uber". 

Saab’s anti-tank systems could find new life thanks to Ukraine conflict, updated capabilities - With Sweden 

formally petitioning to join NATO after decades of balancing between the alliance and Russia, a new spotlight is being 

cast on its domestic defense industry, and particularly its defense giant Saab. 

The company, ranked as the 36th largest defense firm in the world, seems likely to welcome the opportunity to get its 

equipment into the hands of more NATO nations. In particular, it has recently put renewed emphasis on anti-armor, anti-

structure and anti-personnel weaponry, the kind of equipment which could be vital in the sort of urban combat now 

occurring in Ukraine. 
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On May 3-4, Saab and its armed forces partners completed 

a two-day series of live-fire demonstrations, including a 

series of night-time firings, the largest such demonstration 

at the company’s facilities since 2014. While the timing was 

coincidental — one Saab official said “this is an event that 

has been planned for several years now but was postponed 

more than once due to the many complications and 

restrictions caused by the COVID pandemic” — the 

potential utility of the weapons months after Russia’s 

invasion is clear. 

The centerpiece of Saab’s man-portable arsenal is the latest M4 variant of the Carl Gustaf (aka “Charlie G”, “Charlie 

Swede” and a host of other nicknames) 84mm recoilless rifle. The system was originally developed and is produced by 

Saab Bofors Dynamics at Karlskoga at Sweden’s state arsenal Carl Gustafs Stads Gevärsfaktori, originally founded by the 

17th century Swedish King Charles X Gustav. This newest version of the popular weapon continues efforts by Saab 

towards making the system progressively lighter, with the M4 weighing 7.5 lbs less than the previous variant. 

The price of war 

The world is set to pay a hefty price for Russia’s war against Ukraine. A humanitarian crisis is unfolding before our eyes, 

leaving thousands dead, forcing millions of refugees to flee their homes and threatening an economic recovery that was 

underway after two years of the pandemic. As Russia and Ukraine are large commodity exporters, the war has sent energy 

and food prices soaring, making life much harder for many people across the world. 

The extent to which growth will be lower and inflation higher will depend on how the war evolves, but it is clear the 

poorest will be hit hardest. The price of this war is high and will need to be shared. 

The global economy is set to weaken sharply in our projections. We estimate world growth to be 3% in 2022 – down from 

the 4½ per cent we projected last December - and 2¾ per cent in 2023. Inflation projections now stand at nearly 9% in 

OECD countries in 2022, twice what we were previously projecting. Elevated inflation across the globe is eroding 

households’ real disposable income and living standards, and in turn lowering consumption. Uncertainty is deterring 

business investment and threatening to curb supply for years to come. At the same time, China’s zero-Covid policy 

continues to weigh on the global outlook, lowering domestic growth and disrupting global supply chains. 

With risks biased to the downside, the price of war could be even higher. The conflict is disrupting the distribution of 

basic food and energy, fueling higher inflation everywhere and threatening low-income countries in particular. European 

economies are struggling to wean themselves off Russian fuel. but because alternative energy sources may not be easy 

to ramp up quickly, there is a risk of higher prices or even shortages. If the war escalates or becomes more protracted, 

the outlook will worsen, particularly for low-income countries and Europe. 

Limiting Russia’s ability to finance the war, as is intended by an embargo on Russian oil exports, is essential for speeding 

up an end to this devastating conflict. 

Meanwhile, we must minimize the humanitarian, economic and social consequences. 

The first urgency is to avoid a food crisis. Today, the world is producing enough cereals to feed everyone, but prices are 

very high, and the risk is that this production will not reach those who need it most. Global cooperation is needed to 

ensure that food reaches consumers at affordable prices, in particular in low-income and emerging-market economies. 

This may require more international aid as well as cooperation in the logistics of shipping and distributing to countries in 

need. The flaws of global vaccine distribution are still fresh in our memory. Let’s not repeat them. 
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Second, inflation has strong distributional effects. It will help drive down debt, including public debt, but it is also eroding 

real income, savings and purchasing power. At the same time, it may affect firms’ profits and capacity to invest and create 

jobs. Inflation is a burden, which must be shared fairly among people and firms, between profit and wages. Governments 

also have to play a role through support targeted to those most vulnerable to rising food and energy inflation. 

Next, monetary and fiscal policy need to adjust to these extraordinary circumstances. 

Globally, the elevated levels of inflation and employment today suggest there is no longer a need for monetary policy 

accommodation. However, in many regions inflation is driven by food and energy. If monetary policy cannot address such 

supply shocks, it can send signals that it will not allow inflation to rise or spread further. Removing accommodation is 

therefore warranted across the globe, but with particular caution in Europe where supply-driven inflation dominates. 

Conversely, wherever inflation is driven by over-buoyant demand, as in the United States, monetary policy can tighten 

faster to reduce such excess. 

Fiscal policy management is particularly complex. Because of the current levels of growth, employment and inflation, the 

need for economy-wide income support has disappeared and should be replaced by better targeted measures. The war 

in Ukraine has raised the need for higher public investment in defense and for greater urgency in the transition to greener 

energy. This comes on top of other investment needs like health, digitalization, ageing and education, and as public debts 

remain high. This conundrum can only be resolved with a stronger focus on prioritization from governments. In Europe, 

the integration of the region and high exposure to the war calls for more solidarity in defense and energy spending. 

The war has exposed how energy security and climate mitigation are intertwined. Governments need to shift gear to 

accelerate the energy transition. The emergency response to a possible energy crisis has turned out to be a stark scramble 

for alternative sources of fossil fuels and to increase coal use. This can only be temporary as it is the opposite of what the 

world needs, which is a rapid increase in investment in, and consumption of, cleaner energy. But clean energy requires 

inputs, minerals and intermediate materials which come from all over the planet. Put simply, the cleaner the energy, the 

larger and the more geographically diverse the value chains will have to be. There will be no climate mitigation without 

open trade and resilient global value chains. 

The world is already paying the price for Russia’s aggression. The choices made by policymakers and citizens will be crucial 

to determining how that price will be distributed across people and countries. (OECD Chief Economist). 

Geopolitics 

BRICS Countries Agree To Deepen Financial Cooperation -  The BRICS nations comprising Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa have reached a consensus on deepening financial cooperation and strengthening coordination on 

macroeconomic policy, the official media here reported on Tuesday. A virtual meeting of finance ministers and central 

bank governors of the five-member bloc was held on Monday which was co-chaired by China's central bank governor Yi 

Gang and finance minister Liu Kun. The meeting discussed topics such as improving the Contingent Reserve Arrangement 

and the cooperation of transition finance and other areas. 

The meeting called upon the international community to foster partnerships, noting that it is imperative to strengthen 

macro-policy coordination in driving the world economy out of the crisis and shaping a strong, sustainable, balanced and 

inclusive post-pandemic economic recovery.  

Turkey Tells Russia It Will Respond to Destabilizing Moves in North Syria - Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi 

Akar told Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu in a call on Tuesday that Turkey would respond to moves aimed at disrupting 

stability in northern Syria, his office said, as Ankara gears for talks with Moscow ahead of an expected offensive in the 

region. 
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President Erdogan announced two weeks ago that Turkey would soon be launching new military offensives into northern 

Syria against the Kurdish YPG militia, which Ankara considers a terrorist organization. Russian and Turkish foreign 

ministers will hold talks in Ankara on Wednesday. 

Akar told Shoigu that "the necessary response will be given to actions aimed at disrupting the stability achieved in the 

region and the presence of terrorists in the region is not acceptable," Turkey's Defence Ministry said in a statement. It 

said Akar also "reminded that previous agreements on this issue need to be adhered to." 

China is “secretly” building its own naval facility in Cambodia - and the two countries are trying really hard to 

conceal the operation, the Washington Post reported Monday. 

Location: “On the northern portion of Cambodia’s Ream Naval Base on the Gulf of Thailand,” the Post’s Ellen Nakashima 

and Cate Cadell write. If confirmed, it would give China its second overseas naval base—after facilities in Djibouti, which 

opened to Beijing’s navy in 2017. 

Why it matters: “Having a facility capable of hosting large naval vessels to the west of the South China Sea would be an 

important element of China’s ambition to expand its influence in the region and would strengthen its presence near key 

Southeast Asian sea lanes,” analysts told the Post. 

China is not secretly building a military facility for its exclusive use inside a naval base Cambodia, a government 

spokesman said, dismissing a new report that detailed how both countries have been concealing a project that first 

gained U.S. attention in 2019. 

Cambodian government spokesperson Phay Siphan echoed the Beijing official's denial that it would be for exclusive 

Chinese military use. 

"There is no agreement or law saying that the construction is reserved for Chinese benefit exclusively," he told RFA's 

Khmer Service. He said the base remains open for visits from other countries, including the United States, but the Post 

report said Cambodian and Chinese authorities have worked hard to hide the Chinese presence in Ream, keeping the 

Chinese areas off limits to third-country visitors and altering their dress to avoid scrutiny. 


