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Conflict Update # 88 

June 12th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued ground assaults in 

Severodonetsk and blew up bridges that connect 

Severodonetsk to Lysychansk across the Siverskyi 

Donets River in a likely attempt to cut Ukrainian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) that run 

from Bakhmut to Lysychansk and Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces made incremental gains to the 

southeast of Izyum and will likely continue 

attempts to advance on Slovyansk from the 

northwest. 

Russian forces continued efforts to push 

Ukrainian troops back from contested frontlines 

northeast of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces focused on maintaining 

defensive lines along the Southern Axis. 

Ukraine resists Russia in east, strikes back in 

north, south - Ukraine is pursuing a resilient 

defence and counter-offensive, but Russia is also 

moving to assimilate occupied regions. 

Ukrainian armed forces kept the spearhead of 

Russian forces engaged in the eastern city of 

Severodonetsk while launching successful 

counterattacks in the north and south during the 

15th week of the war. 

The southern counteroffensive began on May 28 

and Kherson Oblast military administration head 

Hennadiy Lahuta reported that Ukrainian forces had liberated 20 villages. 

In some areas, Ukrainian forces had managed to push the Russian lines of defence back about 25km (15 miles). For 

example, whereas the Russians were almost on the outskirts of Mykolaiv, they are now reportedly halfway between 

Mykolaiv and the city of Kherson. Increased Russian attacks have failed to win these areas back. 

Ukraine’s navy also said on Facebook that its use of anti-ship missiles has forced Russian ships to a distance of 100km (62 

miles) from land and prompted Russia to place Bal and Bastion anti-ship missile batteries on Crimea. 
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Ukraine says it has sunk 13 Russian ships and boats of various 

types. “We have deprived the Russian Black Sea Fleet of 

complete control over the northwest part of the Black Sea, 

which has turned into the ‘grey zone’,” the navy announced 

on Facebook. 

Russian military sources on June 5 reported that Ukraine had 

launched a new counteroffensive in the northern Kharkiv 

region. This is where Ukraine successfully pushed Russian 

forces back to within a few kilometres of the Russian border 

in May and secured the city of Kharkiv. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued 

ground assaults in and around Severodonetsk under the 

cover of heavy artillery fire but have yet to establish full 

control of the city as of June 12. Ukrainian troops maintain 

control of the Azot industrial zone. Head of the Luhansk 

Regional State Administration Serhiy Haidai stated that 

Russian forces destroyed two bridges across the Siverskyi 

Donets River between Severodonetsk and Lysychansk and 

are heavily shelling the third. 

Russian forces should, in principle, be seeking to seize the 

bridges rather than destroy them, since Russian troops 

have struggled to cross the Siverskyi Donetsk River. They 

could hope to trap Ukrainian defenders in Severodonetsk 

by cutting off their retreat, but it seems unlikely that the 

benefit of catching a relatively small number of defenders would be worth the cost of imposing a contested river crossing 

on Russian troops. The Russians likely expect instead to be able to break out of their positions either around Toshkivka 

or from Popasna to the north and then encircle Lysychansk or attack it from the west bank of the Siverskyi Donets, 

thereby obviating the need to seize the bridges or conduct an opposed crossing. Russian troops conducted another 

unsuccessful attack on Toshkivka, which is likely an effort to renew their drive north toward Lysychansk on the west bank. 
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Russian forces continued attempts to advance southeast 

of Izyum toward Slovyansk and made incremental gains on 

June 12. The Territorial Defense Force of the Donetsk 

People’s Republic (DNR) claimed that they took control of 

Bohorodychne, a settlement near the Kharkiv-Donetsk 

Oblast border about 20 km northwest of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces additionally made unsuccessful attempts to 

advance on Dovhenke, Dolyna, and Mazanivka, all 

settlements between Izyum and Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued ground and artillery attacks to 

the east of Bakhmut on June 12. Russian troops reportedly 

conducted unsuccessful assault operations in Vrubivka and 

Mykolaivka, both settlements near the critical T1302 

Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway. Russian forces will likely 

continue to mount assault operations near the Bakhmut-

Lysychansk highway to support the encirclement of 

Lysychansk. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

likely attempted to push Ukrainian forces back from 

contested frontlines in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

shelled Ukrainian positions in and around Kharkiv City on 

June 12. The Ukrainian General Staff stated that Russian 

forces unsuccessfully attacked in the direction of Starytsya 

and Rubizhne (in Kharkiv, not Luhansk Oblast), which 

indicates that Russian forces are continually trying to push 

Ukrainian forces southwest of the current line of contact to 

prevent further advances toward the Russian border. 

Russian forces fired on Kharkiv City and various surrounding 

settlements. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian forces focused on maintaining defensive lines and fired on Ukrainian 

positions along the Southern Axis on June 12. The Zaporizhia Regional Military Administration stated that the main 

Russian effort in Zaporizhia lies on the Vasylivka-Orikhiv-Huliapole-Velyka Kostromka line in northeastern Zaporizhia 



 

4 
 

Oblast near the Donetsk Oblast border. Russian forces additionally fired on various locations in Kherson, Zaporizhia, and 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities used the occasion of Russia Day (the day of 

adoption of the declaration of Russian state sovereignty after the collapse of the Soviet Union) to further consolidate 

administrative control of occupied territories on June 12. Russian-back authorities in the occupied cities of Berdyansk 

and Melitopol accused Ukrainian partisans of conducting two separate IED attacks on infrastructure in the Russian-held 

towns. However, Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command warned that Russian forces were preparing for a series of 

false-flag attacks in occupied regions on Russia Day, likely to accuse Ukrainian forces of conducting attacks against 

civilians, harm public perception of Ukrainian partisan activity, and galvanize pro-Russian sentiments. ISW cannot 

independently assess whether these claims attacks are genuine partisan activity or part of a Russian false-flag campaign. 

Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Denis Pushilin met with the governor of Russia’s Leningrad Oblast, 

Alexander Drodzenko, to secure his patronage for Yanikevo and Vuhledar, two towns in Donetsk Oblast with pre-war 

populations of 77,000 and 14,000, respectively. Leningrad Oblast has a population of over 1,000,000 and is one of the 

most significant and wealthy areas of Russia. It would have been far more appropriate for Leningrad Oblast to patronize 

a significant port city such as Mariupol. Its commitment instead to two small and insignificant towns suggests a certain 

lack of enthusiasm by Russian regional officials to take on the burdens of rebuilding large areas that Russian forces 

obliterated in the process of seizing. 

Russian forces continue to struggle with generating additional combat-capable units. The UK Ministry of 

Defense reported on June 12 that Russian forces have been trying to produce more combat units by preparing to deploy 

third battalion tactical groups (BTGs) from some units over the last few weeks. The UK MoD noted that Russian brigades 

and regiments normally can generate two BTGs, but doing so leaves the parent units largely hollow shells. The UK MOD 

concluded that these third BTGs will likely be understaffed and rely on recruits and mobilized reservists. Their deployment 

will likely adversely impact the capacity of their parent units to regenerate their combat power for quite some time. BTGs 

generated in this fashion will not have the combat power of regular BTGs. It will be important not to overestimate Russian 

reserves produced in this way by counting these third BTGs as if they were normal BTGs. 

Pro-Russian sources are continuing to spread disinformation to sow anxiety and resentment among the 

Ukrainian population. Russian Telegram channels reportedly began spreading a fake mobilization order on June 12 that 

they falsely attributed to the Ukrainian General Staff. The fake order called for the mobilization of all eligible Ukrainian 

women to report for duty by “June 31” (sic). 

Impacts 

8% - Across Ukraine, Russian troops are damaging croplands in their movement towards target cities and in their 

confrontations with Ukrainian defensive forces and satellite imagery shows the damage inflicted by one such 

confrontation in agricultural fields roughly 20 miles northwest of the capital of Kyiv. The Kyiv oblast accounts for 

approximately 8 percent of domestic soybean production, as well as domestic corn production, domestic millet 

production, and of domestic rapeseed production. 

10% - All major U.S. defense systems and platforms rely on semiconductors for their performance. Consequently, the 

erosion of U.S. capabilities in microelectronics is a direct threat to the United States’ ability to defend itself and its allies. 

U.S.-based chip manufacturing has declined to around 10 percent of the world total and lacks the onshore capability to 

make the most advanced devices at the seven- and five-nanometer (nm) nodes. 

$105.5B - Despite the ongoing conflict in Ukraine—currently concentrated in the eastern region of the country—

conversations around what reconstruction will look like are already taking place. According to the May 25 estimates by 
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the Kyiv School of Economics, which calculates the material damage caused to Ukraine’s physical infrastructure on a 

weekly basis, the war has resulted in infrastructure losses of $105.5 billion. 

From the Aegean Sea to Lithuania: is a North-South corridor for Ukraine in the making? - The possibility of 

a North-South European corridor connecting the Black and Aegean Seas with Lithuania might be closer than we think. 

Lithuania’s deputy transport minister Julius Skačkauskas and Polish transport 

minister Andrzej Adamczyk discussed how the two countries could 

collaborate in such an initiative to assist Ukrainian exports and develop it 

further in the future. 

The two politicians met in the context of the 3Seas Local Government 

Congress and Economic Forum held in Lublin this week, reported the Latvian 

information agency LETA. Their discussion points focused on how Lithuania 

can be included in the Three Seas Initiative, but with a twist. 

First, what is the Three Seas Initiative? The Three Seas Initiative brings 

together 12 EU Member States between the Baltic, Black and Adriatic seas. 

It is all about boosting infrastructure investments in these countries from the 

Balkans all the way to central Europe and the Baltic sea. 

Now, why is there a twist? Skačkauskas and Adamczyk explored the 

possibility of extending the initiative to Lithuania and the Aegean sea, 

meaning Greece. They intend to establish a North-South transport corridor linking the Aegean and Black seas to Lithuania 

via Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Poland. 

“The North-South transport corridor connecting the three seas — the Baltic, Black and Aegean — is more important than 

ever and must be multimodal, connecting both roads and European gauge railways. We support Poland’s proposal to 

extend this transport corridor to Lithuania. The current geopolitical situation dictates the need also to foresee new, 

additional transport corridors and infrastructure connections between Lithuania and Poland, ensuring alternatives to the 

priority projects of Rail Baltica and Via Baltica. One such possibility is the development of the road through Lazdijai, which 

would allow creating two strategic connections across the border between Lithuania and Poland, strengthening logistics 

chains and military mobility,” said Skačkauskas. 

The parties involved aim to create a transit corridor bypassing Belarus to transport goods under minimum checks and 

accelerated customs procedures, minimizing existing infrastructure and bureaucratic obstacles. “It is vital that transport 

companies are involved in this process and that operators work to coordinate freight transport, allocate transport 

capacity and establish timetables,” agreed the two ministers. 

Russia's blockade of Ukraine's grain hits countries around the world - The U.S. and Ukraine are accusing Russia 

of "blackmail" and "exporting starvation" by preventing most Ukrainian agricultural exports through a blockade of Black 

Sea ports. 

Why it matters: Many countries in the developing world are highly reliant on Ukraine's wheat, sunflower oil and other 

exports. Without them on the market, prices are rising, and the global food crisis is getting worse. 

By the numbers: Ukraine accounted for 9% of global wheat exports, 15% for maize and 44% for sunflower oil in 2020. 

Some countries were far more reliant on Ukraine for those products prior to the blockade. 

Those include some of the world's most populous countries: at least 25% of wheat exports in Bangladesh, Egypt, 

Indonesia and Pakistan came from Ukraine. 
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Nearly 30 countries rely on Ukraine for at least 50% of sunflower oil, which has been growing in popularity in countries 

including China and India. 

Not only developing countries are affected. Most of Qatar's wheat imports came from Ukraine in 2020, along with most 

of the U.K.'s rapeseed oil and most maize imported by the Netherlands. 

Russia is relying on allowing Ukrainian wheat and agricultural products to be exported – in return for the West lifting 

sanctions on its products. 

However, increasing calls from African and other 3rd World countries to Putin personally to allow food exports to proceed 

may pressure on him to act to persuade these emissaries to continue supporting him in rhetoric regarding Ukraine. 

Putin 

Why Putin thinks he's winning the war and why the West is wrong about him - Does Russian President 

Vladimir Putin think he's losing the war in Ukraine? Does the West need to help him to save face? Does he risk a coup? 

Is he afraid of anti-war protests? Nothing of the sort, says Tatiana Stanovaya, founder of the Paris-based think tank 

R.Politik. 

In the article "What the West (still) gets wrong about Putin," published on the website of the Foreign Policy magazine on 

1 June, Stanovaya debunks Russian assumptions by western observers that she says blur our understanding of the 

situation surrounding the crisis in Ukraine. 

"The fact is that most of today's discussions over how to help Ukraine win on the battlefield, coerce Kyiv into concessions, 

or allow Russian president Vladimir Putin to save face, have little in common with reality," she writes. 

“For Putin, the most important aim was to shake the world order to demonstrate to the United States, as a leader of the 

collective West, that the world will never be as it was before, and that Russia can impose its own rules.” 

“The goal was lure the West into a dialogue about Russian concerns. When this failed, in January, for Putin only one 

option remained: war.” 

“This war is a tool for Putin to sow chaos and to force the world to think twice and to try and find a way to rebuild an 

order and rebuild new roles of international policy.” 

“Putin believes that the Cold War finished in a way that was catastrophic for Russia. That the West never took any Russian 

concerns about strategic issues serious. For example, enlargement of NATO. All attempts by Russia to engage in such a 

dialogue were ignored by the West.” 

“Putin doesn’t seem at all as someone who must be saved or as someone who needs help or assistance. He feels himself 

much stronger than Western leaders.” 

“We can even see some arrogance from the Russian leadership and Putin personally. He believes that the West is 

doomed. He thinks that it’s him who managed the situation. Of course, there have been some setbacks and problems.” 

“But he believes that it is him who is changing the world now. And it is the West which must adapt itself to this new world 

and to respect Russia. He doesn’t need to be saved.” 

“I don’t see how the West and Russia can achieve any deal this day. But the most interesting question is that if last year, 

when Russia spoke about this ultimatum to the West and he demanded guarantees about NATO and the West would 

have accepted it, would there still be war? I’m not sure.” 
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“Putin would have been more reluctant to wage a war: it is him who tried to talk in detail with the West to find a solution. 

But the problem is that the Russian elite, the conservative camp, are much more hawkish than Putin.” 

“And if the West would accept Putin’s ultimatum, there would be a new discussion in Russia whether to accept an 

agreement with the West. And at the end of the day I’m not sure that Russia will be ready to sign anything with the 

West.” “Putin today has a limited corridor to act and I’m afraid that he is not so free to decide whatever he wants. He 

depends to some extent on sentiments (that play among) the Russian elite.” 

“Ukraine has been very irritating for Putin, and the way it developed is important. But much more decisive was the fact 

that Ukraine started to develop relations with members of NATO and with NATO in general.” 

“The problem changed from the risk that Ukraine can join NATO one day, into NATO already being inside Ukraine.” 

“By now all the efforts made by Paris to try and find a way to have a dialogue with Putin resulted in failure. Moreover, it 

fuels Putin’s disappointment with the European elite, and he just reassured himself that there is nothing to talk about 

with European leaders, and especially with the French President.” 

“Just because there is zero understanding of Russia, of Russian concerns, and of the nature of Russian actions against 

Ukraine.” 

“Putin thinks that France is just seeking to boost its own importance in Europe. It is all about France. It is not about Russia, 

so it only angers Putin. He feels that he is used by Macron who plays his own game and address himself to a French and 

European audience.” 

“Putin doesn’t like to be played. It has nothing to do with the conflict in Ukraine. And if Macron really wants to help to 

solve this problem, and to stop the war, he can talk only about Russian concerns, strategical concerns, and in this case, 

Russia may listen to him. But we don’t see it.” (rfi). 

Putin Warns Against Taking Russia's Retreats as Defeat - Putin on Thursday seemingly alluded to Ukraine 

multiple times while speaking in Moscow to a group of young entrepreneurs, scientists and engineers at the Exhibition 

of Achievements of National Economy park complex, better known as VDNKh, about Russian achievements. 

While discussing countries and sovereignty, Putin stated: "Yes, there were eras in the history of our country when we 

had to retreat, but only in order to mobilize and move forward, concentrate and move forward." 

After numerous initial setbacks in the war he started in Ukraine in late February, Putin's forces have reportedly found 

more success in recent weeks with a strategy of focusing on smaller towns and villages in eastern Ukraine. However, 

there have also been multiple reports of the Russian military retreating out of some areas. 

Putin given 'urgent medical help' after falling ill while talking to military chiefs - Putin has been advised by 

doctors not to make any 'lengthy' public appearances after he fell ill amid discussions with his military chiefs, a Kremlin 

insider has claimed.  

The Russian President felt 'a sharp sickness, weakness and dizziness', while getting up from his desk following a recent 

video conference with advisers and military leaders, Telegram channel General SVR reported yesterday. 

'The President needed urgent medical assistance,' claimed the channel which purports to have sources in the Kremlin 

and has made repeated claims over Putin's alleged medical problems, including cancer and Parkinson's disease. 

The claims are impossible to verify, but the theory that the despot is struggling with a litany of health issues is gaining 

currency in the West. 
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Putin bombing eastern Ukraine indiscriminately with anti-ship missiles - Russia is firing huge Cold War-era 

missiles designed to destroy aircraft carriers at Ukraine's military in the Donbas because it has run out of precision 

rockets, the Ministry of Defence has said. 

The five-and-a-half tonne missiles were designed to carry a nuclear warhead and using them as conventional missiles 

instead is causing massive collateral damage. 

"When employed in a ground attack role with a conventional warhead they are highly inaccurate and can therefore cause 

significant collateral damage and civilian casualties," the MoD said. 

In an interview with Ukrainian media, Serhiy Haidai, the governor of Luhansk, said that Ukraine is simply being outgunned 

by Russia. 

"The only problem in Ukraine is the lack of long-range artillery. If there was enough artillery and ammunition for it, we 

would push back the enemy's artillery, and I can guarantee that our military would clear the city completely in two days," 

he said. 

Russian officials have also said that there are 400 Ukrainian soldiers and several hundred civilians sheltering in the Azot 

fertiliser production plant in the city. 

Containment 

Ukraine Dependent on Arms From Allies After Exhausting Soviet-Era Weaponry - Ukraine has depleted its 

stocks of Soviet and Russian-designed weaponry and is now completely dependent on allies for arms to defend against 

Russia's invasion, U.S. military sources say.  

Once part of the Soviet Union, Ukraine's army and its defense industry were built around Soviet and Russian-standard 

equipment, small arms, tanks, howitzers and other weapons not interchangeable with those of neighbors to the west. 

More than three months into the conflict sparked when Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, that equipment has been 

used up or destroyed in battle, the U.S. sources said.  

Now, Kyiv's forces are using, or learning to use, arms wielded by the United States and European NATO allies. 

Shedding former worries over the conflict expanding or Russia obtaining sensitive technology, the United States and 

NATO partners are sending Ukraine heavy armament, such as howitzers and HIMARS rocket artillery — the latter offering 

greater range and precision than what the Russians have. 

Can Ukraine Really Push Russia Completely Out Of Crimea And Donbas? - Ukrainian President Zelenskyy 

publicly disagreed with U.S. President Joe Biden’s assessment that Ukraine would likely have to cede some of its 

territories as part of a peace deal with Russia, insisting that a stalemate with Russia is “not an option.” 

Zelenskyy said that pushing Russian troops back to their positions from before the invasion began on February 24 would 

constitute a “serious temporary victory,” but insisted that obtaining full sovereignty over Ukrainian land – including 

Crimea, Luhansk, and Donetsk – remained his goal. 

“We are inferior in terms of equipment and therefore we are not capable of advancing,” he said. “We are going to suffer 

more losses and people are my priority.” 

The comments come as Russia continues to make gains in eastern Ukraine, taking control of every suburb in 

Severodonetsk, a contested city in the separatist Luhansk Oblast. Britain’s Ministry of Defence also announced on June 

3, the 100th day of the war in Ukraine, that Russia was “achieving tactical success in the Donbas.” 
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“Russian forces have generated and maintained momentum and currently appear to hold the initiative over Ukrainian 

opposition,” an intelligence update from the British MoD reads. “Russia controls over 90% of Luhansk Oblast and is likely 

to complete control in the next two weeks.” 

When asked by a reporter during a press briefing about the May jobs report, the president first said that he would not 

tell Ukraine how to proceed with negotiations with Russia. Biden then said, however, that it looks as though a negotiated 

settlement could involve ceding some land to Russia. 

“But it appears to me that at some point along the line, there’s going to have to be a negotiated settlement here,” Biden 

said. “And what that entails, I don’t know. I don’t think anybody knows at the time. But in the meantime, we’re gonna 

continue to put the Ukrainians in a position where they can defend themselves.” 

During the Financial Times interview, President Zelenskyy also dismissed calls from French President Emmanuel Macron 

to avoid “humiliating” Russia in a war defeat. 

“I don’t really understand . . . humiliating Russia. For eight years they have been killing us. What are we talking about 

here?” Zelenskyy said. 

Last week, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba also criticized Macron’s comments, suggesting that they would 

“only humiliate France.” 

“Calls to avoid humiliation of Russia can only humiliate France and every other country that would call for it. Because it 

is Russia that humiliates itself. We all better focus on how to put Russia in its place. This will bring peace and save lives,” 

Kuleba said on Twitter. 

Humanitarian 

UN Delegation Reaches Ukraine To Investigate Genocide, War Crimes Committed By Russia – A United 

Nations delegation has arrived in Ukraine to collect evidence of war crimes executed by Russian forces since the onset of 

the brutal war. According to the UN agency, the main task of the delegation is to identify suspects, collect evidence and 

prepare materials "so that no one can escape punishment". It said the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Ukraine's Parliament) 

assured the delegation of full cooperation in collecting all the evidence that can prove the brutality of Russian head 

Vladimir Putin. 

As per the statement released on Saturday by Olena Kondratiuk, a Ukrainian politician and public relations specialist, the 

country's law enforcement is already investigating over 16,000 war crimes and crimes of aggression committed since 

February 24. 

Notably, the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine is an independent body mandated by the 

UN Human Rights Council. They will investigate all alleged violations and abuses of human rights and violations of 

international humanitarian law, and related crimes in the context of the aggression against Ukraine by the Russian 

Federation. The team will also be responsible to establish the facts, circumstances and root causes of any such violations 

and abuses. "It will also collect, consolidate and analyze evidence of such violations and abuses, including their gender 

dimension, in view of any future legal proceedings," said the agency, in a statement released on June 3. After the 

assessment, the Commissioners will hold a press conference towards the conclusion of their mission on June 15. 

Subsequently, the Commission will submit reports of its activities to the General Assembly in October 2022, and to the 

UN Human Rights Council in March 2023.  
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Geopolitics 

Saudi Arabia, China review defense relations - Dr Khalid bin Hussein Al-Bayari, Assistant Minister of Defence of 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for Executive Affairs, met in Singapore today on the sidelines of Asia Security Summit (19th 

Shangri-La Dialogue) with China’s State Councilor, Minister of National Defence General Wei Fenghe, according to the 

Saudi Press Agency. 

During the meeting, bilateral relations between the two countries in the defense and military fields were reviewed and 

a number of issues of mutual concern discussed. 

Kissinger: The Next Steps In Ukraine - The former U.S. secretary of state says that Russia-China alignment won’t 

last. Kissinger’s assessment is that Russia has already lost the “strategic war” by its failure to even remotely achieve the 

original aims of the invasion. The consequent lost “aura” of the Russian armed forces, he says, dramatically changes the 

calculation of balance of forces and geopolitical constellation that has prevailed in Europe since the end of the second 

World War. 

The territory seized by Russian forces since the invasion on Feb. 24 cannot remain in their control and must be recovered, 

he insists. Only when that status quo ante is established should there be a cease-fire agreement and negotiations over 

other territory disputed before the invasion took place. The former U.S. secretary of state noted that Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy himself shares this view. 

Kissinger also observed that, if history is any guide, the present Russia-China “no limits” alignment cannot last over the 

long term. The core issue ahead for the U.S. is the relationship with China. Above all, the two nuclear powers must avoid 

drifting into a state of “permanent confrontation” in which any number of lesser conflicts could escalate into catastrophic 

war. The only alternative to this course we are already on is to engage China as a participant in a common international 

system. At a minimum, the leaders of both nations need to meet regularly and establish a ready means of communication 

to avoid misjudgments and miscalculations that could lead to war. 

Russia condemns 'Israel's latest provocation' in Syria - Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Friday 

condemned the latest attack against Iranian-linked targets in Syria attributed to Israel. 

Earlier in the day the Syrian government announced that all flights to and from Damascus were halted, after air strikes 

wounded at least one civilian and reportedly caused damage to an airport runway. 

"We must stress that the continued Israeli bombardment of Syrian territory, in violation of fundamental norms of 

international law, is unacceptable," Lavrov said, branding the incident "the latest Israeli provocation."  

"We strongly condemn Israel's provocative attack on Syrian civilian infrastructure. Such irresponsible acts create serious 

risks for international air traffic and put the lives of innocent people in real danger. We demand that Israel put an end to 

this perverse practice,” the official added. 

Israel regularly conducts aerial raids in Syria, typically against Iranian entrenchment on its northern border and weapon 

convoys bound for the Iranian proxy Hezbollah, a Lebanon-based terrorist group; however, Israeli leadership rarely 

comments on specific incidents. 

US official: Turkiye won't back down from military operation in Syria - Assistant Secretary of State for Near 

Eastern Affairs Barbara Leaf said the United States has done everything it can to convince Turkiye to back down from a 

possible military operation in northern Syria, however, Ankara will not back down from its decision, Anadolu reported. 
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Leaf made the remarks during the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting held yesterday to discuss the 

humanitarian situation in Syria, the Syrian regime of Bashar Al-Assad and the possible Turkish operation to establish a 

buffer zone in northern Syria. 

Leaf expressed concern about the possible Turkish operation, noting that Washington is in talks with Turkey to prevent 

the possible operation. 

According to the American official, the possible operation "will endanger the American mission in Syria," adding, "We are 

doing our best to dissuade the Turkish government from the military operation." 


