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Automation could make 12 million jobs redundant. 5
Did you know?

• Up to a third of job roles in Europe could be made redundant by automation over the next 20 years as companies 
battle to increase productivity and fill skills gaps created by an ageing population, according to Forrester.

• The tech analyst's latest Future of Jobs Forecast estimates that as many as 12 million jobs could be lost to 
automation across Europe by 2040, primarily impacting workers in industries such as retail, food services, and 
leisure and hospitality. 

• Mid-skill labour jobs that consist of simple, routine tasks are most at risk from automation, the report said. These 
roles make up 38% of the workforce in Germany, 34% in France, and 31% in the UK.

• In total, 49 million jobs in 'Europe-5' (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and the UK) could potentially be automated, 
according to Forrester. This jeopardizes casual work, such as zero-hour contracts in the UK, and low-paid, part-time 
jobs where workers hold "little bargaining power".

• A combination of pressures is prompting businesses to ramp up their investments in automation, particularly in 
countries where industry, construction and agriculture are big business.

• While small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with up to 50 workers capture two-thirds of European employment, 
their productivity lags that of larger corporations, according to Forrester. In manufacturing, for example, 
'microenterprises' are 40% less productive than large companies.

• A five-year study of robot adoption at French manufacturing firms found that robots lowered production overheads 
by reducing labor costs by between 4% and 6%.

• "Lost productivity due to COVID-19 is forcing companies globally to automate manual processes and improve 
remote work," said Michael O'Grady, principal forecast analyst at Forrester.

• Polling of 500 C-suite executives and senior management personnel by automation platform UIPath found that 78% 
were likely to increase their investment in automation tools to help them address labor shortages. Business leaders 
are turning to automation because they are struggling to find new talent (74%).

• At the same time, 85% of survey respondents said incorporating automation and automation training into their 
organization would help them attract new talent and hold onto existing staff. Meanwhile, leaders said                  
automation was already helping them to save time (71%), improve productivity (63%) and save money                            
(59%).
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Eurozone inflation soars to record high of 5% in December
• Inflation in the eurozone climbed to a rate of 5% in December, the highest since the single EU currency was created.
• According to the latest figures from Eurostat, the annual inflation rate rose from 4.9% in November thanks to 

soaring energy and food prices.
• In the wider European Union (EU), prices rose by 5.3% in the year to December.
• Energy prices were the biggest factor in the rise, surging a staggering 25.9% year-on-year as gas and electric bills hit 

households, while food, alcohol and tobacco was up 3.2%.
• Industrial goods prices also rose 2.9% over the 12 months, and services went up 2.4%, the data showed.
• The countries with the lowest annual rates were registered in Malta (2.6%), Portugal (2.8%) and Finland (3.2%), 

while those with highest were recorded in Estonia (12.0%), Lithuania (10.7%) and Poland (8.0%).
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Intel’s $20 Billion Ohio Chip Hub Will Be World’s Largest
• Intel plans to spend $20 billion on a chipmaking hub on the outskirts of Columbus, OH,                                       

which Intel expects to grow to be the world’s biggest semiconductor-manufacturing site.
• The chipmaker will begin construction of two fabrication plants on a 1,000-acre site in                                         

the town of New Albany, which it expects to be operational by 2025, Intel said Friday.                                       
The plan will rely on the most advanced technologies and result in an increased                                              
American share of the global chip supply chain, the company said.

• The project will be the largest single private-sector company investment ever in Ohio,                                          
according to the governor, and will generate more than 20,000 jobs in the state, including 3,000 direct Intel positions 
earning an average of $135,000 a year, plus benefits. 

• For Intel, the move is a step toward regaining its manufacturing prowess, something the long-dominant processor 
maker has lost in recent years. Intel shares rose 1.9% in New York on Friday morning.

• Gelsinger has pointed to the pandemic-induced supply chain crunch and increasing geopolitical tension between 
China and the U.S. as evidence that Western governments need to find cash to persuade chipmakers to relocate. 

These two categories had the steepest holiday sales gain
• Core retail sales for the November/December holiday season, including e-commerce, rose by 13% year-over-year to 

$757 billion, according to a CBRE report. Sales exceeded expectations despite diminishing consumer confidence and 
the COVID-19 omicron variant. (Core sales excludes auto, gas and food services & drinking places.) Holiday sales by 
nonstore or e-commerce retailers rose by 10% year-over-year to $173 billion.

• Total retail sales, which include auto, gas and food/beverage sales, increased by 16% to $903 billion. Almost all retail 
categories had sales gains year-over-year and from 2019. Restaurants and bars had the highest year-over-year gain, 
rising 39% to $145 billion. Clothing and accessory stores came in second, with a sales gain of approximately 33%.

• A portion of 2021 holiday sales gains can be attributed to rising inflation. The Consumer Price Index rose by more 
than 7% in October and remained elevated through December.

• Still, the increase in foot traffic bodes well for retail performance in 2022, the report said.
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Cash inflates bubbles. And the global pool of money just keeps swelling. 
• Are we in a bubble? Are we in a superbubble? 
• By 2020, gross savings in the U.S. and China combined had grown to more than $10 trillion, according to World 

Bank data. The pandemic only spiked the savings rate higher as households cautiously guarded cash. And those are 
just savings, not investments; the global stock and bond markets were worth nearly $230 trillion that year, 
according to SIFMA. 

• Some of those savings flooded into Big Tech: Even with recent market pullbacks, Apple and Microsoft are worth 
more than $2 trillion, and Alphabet and Amazon are also in the $1 trillion-plus club.

• Then there’s crypto; The five most valuable coins are collectively worth roughly $1.1x trillion according to 
CoinMarketCap, and that’s after the #BitcoinCrash over the last few days that saw bitcoin, ether and other 
cryptocurrencies drop 20% or more.

• Economist Jeremy Grantham says it’s a “superbubble,” which he defined as “simultaneous bubbles across all major 
asset classes” in a report his investment firm, GMO, issued Thursday.
o Investors could lose $35 trillion if valuations retreated to historic norms, Grantham calculated.
o You’ve heard from Protocol’s Biz Carson about the startup bubble. Axios’ Dan Primack thinks we’ve seen the 

peak in private-market valuations: “We know we're on the other side of the valuation hill because when we 
turn around, we're looking up.” And GV’s M.G. Siegler expects us to hit a “Great Deflate.” 

o SPACs and IPOs have had a rough year, and some work-from-home stocks like Zoom and Peloton have seen 
their prices slashed as hopes grow that the pandemic will ease.

o But Ark’s Cathie Wood thinks the bubble is in the overall stock market, not tech stocks per se.
• Another way to look at these multiple bubbles forming, inflating and popping is just the reality of late, very late, 

Apple’s-new-Focus-mode-blocked-your-alarm-notification capitalism. Call it tech foam. And you’re swimming in it.
o Markets reallocate capital as investors react to new information. The pace of change is accelerating. There’s 

more new than ever, and more money chasing the new new.
o Inflation is a looming threat. 
o Don’t forget: In tech, capital markets and labor markets are more tightly tied than ever. 
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Aldi competes with Amazon in in U.K. checkout-free store pilot
• The fifth-largest supermarket retailer in the U.K. is the latest grocer to open a frictionless                                  

store in London.
• Discount grocer Aldi, part of privately-held German company Aldi Süd, has opened its first                                      

checkout-free store in London. The Aldi Shop&Go concept store in the Greenwich section of                                       
the city is open for public testing, having been tested by Aldi employees in recent months.

• The new trial store, which is situated on Greenwich High Street, allows customers to                                         
complete shopping without scanning a single product, or having to go through a checkout. Customers can download 
the Aldi Shop&Go app, which will allow them to enter the store, pick up their items, and then simply walk out when 
they have completed their shopping.

Amazon to open its first-ever physical clothing store – in a California lifestyle center
• Amazon’s latest store concept is designed to combine the personalization of e-commerce with the immediacy of 

brick-and-mortar shopping.
• The first Amazon Style store will open later this year, year at The Americana at Brand, a lifestyle center in Glendale, 

Calif. The approximate 30,000-sq.-ft. store, designed to offer a high-tech shopping experience, will feature women’s 
and men’s apparel, shoes and accessories. The assortment will feature “hundreds of brands” chosen by fashion 
creators and “feedback provided by millions of customers shopping on Amazon.com,” according to Amazon.

• Amazon Style will distinguish itself from traditional clothing stores with high-tech flourishes.  Most of the clothing will 
be out of sight and kept in the back of the store, with only one sample of each item displayed on the sales floor. The 
format will allow Amazon to offer more than double the number of products offered in a fashion store of its size.

• Using the Amazon Shopping app, customers will scan an item’s QR code to see sizes, colors, overall customer ratings 
and additional product details. With the tap of a button, shoppers can have the item brought to a fitting room. If the 
customer doesn’t want to try it on, the item can be sent directly to the pickup counter. 

• Customers can continue shopping in the fitting rooms, which have touchscreens where they can browse more 
options, rate items, and request more sizes or styles to be delivered directly to the room within minutes.

LA County Press
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Key retail priorities for 2022 include employee retention
• With great challenges, come new opportunities.
• That’s one of the main themes of Deloitte’s 2022 Retail Industry Outlook, which is based on interviews with 50 senior 

retail executives, all of which come from companies with at least $1 billion in annual revenue. More than half have 
$10 billion or more in annual revenue.  

• Recent retail industry headlines paint a dire picture, from empty store shelves and hiring instability to rising inflation, 
the report noted.  But the challenges have yielded some positive results as retailers have been forced to reexamine 
their legacy systems and strategies that shaped the industry for years.

• For example, 58% saw inflation as an opportunity to take price and improve margins. Others are rethinking their old 
buying and discounting cadences. With fewer products to sell, some stores even stopped offering promotions, 
thereby boosting profits.

• Other findings from the report are below.
o 70% of executives surveyed believe that employee shortages will hamper growth and 68% believe that supply 

chain disruption will do the same.  
o 80% plan to make moderate-to-major investments in digital and supply chain.
o 80% said they believe that consumers will prioritize stock availability over retailer loyalty in the upcoming year.
o Fulfillment and inventory and warehouse management are expected to attract the most investments in 2022. 

However, 57% of executives still have no plans to invest in robotics and automated material handling. 
• Deloitte identified several retail priorities for 2022, which are highlighted below.

o The workforce reimagined: After “the great resignation,” 83% of retailers say they are having to invest most 
heavily in recruiting new employees and retaining them.

o A shifting supply chain: Current supply chain capabilities are changing as organizations desire more credible 
information and technology updates to develop a more agile system that can fit the modern-day shopper.

o Physical and digital intertwined: The fusion of digital and physical experiences is set to accelerate, with 70% of 
retailers planning for moderate to major investments in digital marketing, and 67% citing e-commerce and 
online shopping as top investment areas. 
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2022 Annual Food Trends Report
As we head into 2022, Kroger has identified ten key trends that shape the what, how and why behind consumer eating 
and shopping habits, all of which stem back to one main theme: 2022 is the year of at-home food, powered by 
sustainability, wellness and indulgent options.
1. Umami Bombs Away! Umami is the taste that just makes things taste...better! Asian cuisine has long understood 

how ingredients high in umami help elevate other ingredients and round out flavors in a dish, but the umami trend 
is exploding across new products, ethnic cuisines, traditional cooking, and hybrid mash-ups.

2. PLANeT-based foods are the next frontier of healthy eating. Consumers continue to focus on - the health of the 
planet, not just through plant-based foods, but also with upcycled ingredients and recycled packaging.

3. Your favorite foods are having a glow up. Cooking at home isn’t just about convenience anymore, it’s about 
emulating restaurant and travel experiences at home with upleveled, “Instagram- able” meals.

4. More are turning to natural beauty & meds. Consumers are seeking out natural products to increase beauty from 
the inside-out.

5. Dietary restrictions no more – now, they’re good enough to share. Whether you’re vegan, organic, gluten-free, etc. 
you can have your cake and share it too.

6. #TBT to childhood flavors. As consumers cook more at home, recipes from their childhood are delivering comfort 
to people. 

7. All aboard the charcuterie trend. Charcuterie has created a board craze, especially when it comes to breakfast and 
dessert.

8. Tastes of tequila. The biggest beverage taste of 2022 follows the umami trend – savory tequila. As consumers 
continue to host at home, tequila is a shareable spirit that opens the door to experimentation.

9. “Everything” is … everything. ‘Everything’ seasoning is the trending flavor for 2022, as consumers top their 
favorite meals with a savory touch. Be on the lookout for ‘everything’ inspired foods to follow the trend.

10. Hyper-local: Consumers are more organically-conscious and are making it a point to purchase products grown or 
made close to home. Alternative Farms have created a way to get locally - sourced, natural ingredients at their 
peak freshness - so everyone can support and enjoy their local farms.
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Canada: M&M Food Market to be acquired by Parkland
Parkland Corporation has reached a deal to acquire M&M Food Market for $322mln. As part of the deal, Parkland - a 
convenience store operator and fuel retailer - gains M&M's national network of more than 300 M&M stores, over 
2,000 M&M Express locations and nearly 500 specialty frozen products.

Australia: Canstar Blue puts Aldi top of list for best fruits, veggies and organic food
Aussies appear to favour the fruit and vegetable offerings from a giant German grocery retailer. Aldi won the 2021 
Canstar Blue Most Satisfied Customers awards for Supermarket Fruits and Vegetables. It also picked up the award for 
its organic products.

2021 eGrocery Benchmark: 6.8% drop in online sales for Conventional Grocers YOY
Conventional grocers reported a 6.8% drop in online grocery sales on a same-store basis during the 12 weeks ending 
September 28, 2021, versus the prior year, according to the Brick Meets Click eGrocery Performance Benchmarking 
2021 Wave. A 3.1% decrease in orders combined with a 3.9% decline in the average order value contributed to the 
drop in sales on a year-over-year basis.
1. Age of online operations did not significantly impact overall performance. The 7% of locations that had 

operated their online grocery services for less than a year did not report significantly lower sales compared to 
stores with longer running operations, likely due to COVID-related circumstances.

2. Offering customers multiple ways to receive orders did impact performance results. Weekly online grocery sales 
for stores that offered both pickup and delivery were 44% higher than stores offering only delivery and 55% 
higher than stores offering only pickup. In aggregate, delivery accounted for over 60% of all online orders, but 
when stores allowed customers to receive orders via either delivery or pickup, delivery’s share dropped to just 
over 50%. Only 49% of stores in the sample offered customers the choice between the two methods.

3. Stores in medium-sized markets generated higher weekly sales than stores in more-populated trade areas. This 
is a significant flip compared to the 2019 benchmarks, and most likely due to the growth in the availability of 
competing online services in the larger markets.
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Supply chain chaos here for the long haul
• Slower turnaround times at the port because of COVID-19, an increasing number of loads caused by consumer 

purchasing habits that have spiked as people have been stuck at home with more disposable income, and labor 
issues at ports and the warehouses that must load, off-load and store the goods, are hurting the supply chain.

• The backlog is affecting virtually all ports in North America as well in northern Europe and northern Asia, with LA/LB 
port complex set a record on Friday, Jan. 14, with 105 ships anchored off the ports waiting for entry.

• There are also significant backlogs in Seattle, Savannah, Charleston and New York, as well as Rotterdam, Hong Kong 
and Singapore.

• Specifically speaking of fresh produce and perishable shipments, shipping lines are prioritizing dry freight because 
those shippers are currently paying higher freight rates, which is unprecedented.

• The domestic trucking situation is a challenge that is not going to be fixed for quite some time.
• A driver and overall labor shortage at loading and unloading docks are the issues confronting the produce industry, 

with demand for trucks continuing to increase and supply not keeping up.
• Delays at ports have caused countless losses in fruit spoilage with no end in sight. Allocation of containers and 

container ships has caused major logistics issues, with South American fruit exporters currently facing a real concern 
about the ability to ship their fruit this season without it spoiling on the trees, in route or in far-away harbors, or 
loitering offshore.

• Some believe that some supply chain issues are unique to North America, but they are even more severe around the 
world where many countries don’t have the infrastructure or technology to offer at least some relief.

• A new rule in Canada mandating that all truck drivers be fully vaccinated to transport cross-border shipments went 
into effect Jan. 15 and is causing major headaches initially, with 25 percent of the cross-border drivers taken off the 
road overnight.

• Truckers have a choice in today’s environment, and they are only going to service the best receivers and best 
shippers. Many receivers who had instituted financial penalties for shipments that didn’t arrive on time have relaxed 
or eliminated those rules while some receivers are sticking to those policies but have become a bit more reasonable.

• Try to get early commitments and sign contracts for your transportation needs.
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Massive parcel theft from trains in Los Angeles
• US rail freight company Union Pacific has                        highlighted a sharp increase in cargo theft from its trains in Los 

Angeles County over the past year. In 2021, there was a 160 per cent increase in theft from cargo trains. Parcels from 
Amazon, UPS and FedEx are among the culprits. 

• Looters appear to be taking advantage of the current supply chain chaos in the US, which sees bottlenecks in the 
inflow of goods outside of the two southern California ports, Los Angeles and Long Beach, that are responsible for 
handling almost half of all US imports.

• In a letter to Los Angeles County District Attorney at the end of last month, Guerrero wrote: “Criminals are caught and 
arrested, turned over to local authorities for booking, arraigned before the local courts, charges are reduced to a 
misdemeanor or petty offense, and the criminal is released after paying a nominal fine.

• “These individuals are generally caught and released back onto the streets in less than 24 hours. Even with all the 
arrests made, the no-cash bail policy and extended timeframe for suspects to appear in court is causing re-
victimization to UP by these same criminals.”

Tesco continues to supply supermarkets by train
• The largest of the UK supermarket chains, Tesco              has extended its rail freight partnership with Direct Rail 

Services, the general cargo rail division of Nuclear Transport Solutions. DRS will continue expanding rial operations 
across Great Britain and supplying the retail giant. The current terms of the contract have DRS operate intermodal 
trains for Tesco in England, Scotland and Wales, including Mossend to Inverness – currently the longest domestic 
routing in Scotland. The familiar blue containers of the Tesco chain are                                                     
seen as far north as Inverness, where the daily service runs to and                                                          
from Mossend, near Glasgow, and connects into services to Daventry                                                           
in the English Midlands – Tesco’s central distribution hub. 

• “We’ll be maximizing use of our state-of-the-art Class 88 locomotives                                                           
to move up to 76 HGVs worth of goods hundreds of miles and, when                                                             
running on overhead electricity, with zero exhaust emissions.”
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Amazon Air begins daily express delivery to Wichita, Kansas
• Amazon Air has expanded its network into Kansas for the first time with the opening of a regional gateway facility 

at Wichita Eisenhower National Airport, as it continues a relentless push to bring air access to more of the country 
to support expedited delivery for Prime customers.

• The electronic retail and logistics giant’s private airline launched daily cargo service between Wichita and its 
regional hub at Fort Worth Alliance Airport in Texas on Thursday. The flights are operated by Silver Airways using an 
ATR72-500 turboprop aircraft.

• Silver Airways, a regional airline based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, that operates passenger service in the Southeast, 
Bahamas, and the Caribbean with small propeller aircraft and seaplanes, is Amazon’s latest outsourced 
transportation partner. It began flying under contract with Amazon in November, serving Des Moines, Iowa, and 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, from Alliance. Other companies that fly under the Amazon Air umbrella are Atlas Air, Air 
Transport Services Group’s ABX Air and Air Transport International, Sun Country, and ASL Airlines in Europe.

• The Wichita Airport Authority said in a news release that it leased 10,691 square feet in its cargo terminal to Trego-
Dugan Aviation, Amazon’s subcontractor in charge of sorting and loading packages for their next destination. 
PrimeFlight Aviation will also lease 1,470 square feet to provide de-icing services.

Delivery by the numbers: What third-party platforms are offering restaurants to survive the pandemic
• As businesses grapple with high overhead costs amid dining room closures and reduced foot traffic, DoorDash, 

Postmates, Uber Eats and Grubhub have launched resources for their partners.
• It’s a reflection of the tenuous, and sometimes fraught, relationship between restaurant and delivery provider. 

According to Yelp data, restaurants have been permanently closing at a 60% rate since June 15, resulting in more 
than 15,000 shuttered eateries at that time. As much as 85% of independent restaurants in the U.S. could go under 
by the end of 2020, the Independent Restaurant Coalition predicts.

• Uber Eats, DoorDash, Postmates and Grubhub have all offered restaurants some level of financial break during this 
period, and they have also rolled out curbside pickup features, loan programs, initiatives to support Black-owned 
restaurants and new website technology.
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Four 2022 forecasts for shipping goods
What do businesses that source goods from overseas have to consider this year? Shypple has listed the four forecasts 
that will affect shipping goods the most. They also touch on a topic that deserves more attention, states the Dutch 
logistics company.
1. Pandemic lockdowns mean volatile sailing routes - his already happened in the very first week of January in 

Ningbo. This city is near Shanghai and is China's second-largest port. Quarantine measures and limited access to 
terminals are causing significant delays in container shipments.“

2. Impact of major events like the Chinese New Year and Winter Olympics - "In the Netherlands, transport chains 
take strain between Black Friday and Christmas. The same should happen in the East at the beginning of February. 
But on a much larger scale.

3. Container prices keep rising - "And according to experts, we'd better get used to that, for now. The Shanghai 
Containerized Freight Index is a key business indicator. It shows weekly containerized freight prices from ten 
Chinese ports on standard routes worldwide.

4. Ever-increasing delays - "There are bottlenecks in the transport sector. And there's increased consumer demand. 
These two factors lead to massive delays in the supply of goods.

China: JD.com and Shopify ink strategic partnership to simplify cross-border e-commerce
JD.com and Shopify announced that they have come together to create a strategic partnership to give independent 
brands in the US a simple, trusted way to access consumers in China, while simultaneously enabling Shopify merchants 
worldwide to access JD’s quality supplier network. The partnership will link Shopify’s millions of merchants worldwide 
with JD.com’s 550mln active customers in China who use the platform to find authentic, high-quality products.

Omicron impacts Christmas shopping in the UK: IGD
Christmas shopping took a different turn for people in the UK amid rising uncertainty due to the Omicron variant, the 
latest research by ShopperVista from IGD has revealed. 32% stated that the news of Omicron affected their celebrations 
and 27% claimed to have avoided making plans altogether due to the possibility of last-minute restrictions.
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A Disrupted Global Recovery
• The continuing global recovery faces multiple challenges as the pandemic                                                     

enters its third year. The rapid spread of the Omicron variant has led to                                                    
renewed mobility restrictions in many countries and increased labor                                                          
shortages. Supply disruptions still weigh on activity and are contributing                                                   
to higher inflation, adding to pressures from strong demand and elevated                                                     
food and energy prices. Moreover, record debt and rising inflation constrain                                                 
the ability of many countries to address renewed disruptions.

• Some challenges, however, could be shorter lived than others. The new                                                        
variant appears to be associated with less severe illness than the Delta                                                     
variant, and the record surge in infections is expected to decline relatively                                                
quickly. The IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook therefore anticipates that                                                  
while Omicron will weigh on activity in the first quarter of 2022, this effect                                               
will fade starting in the second quarter.

• Other challenges, and policy pivots, are expected to have a greater impact  on                                               
the outlook. We project global growth this year at 4.4 percent, 0.5 percentage                                               
point lower than previously forecast, mainly because of downgrades for the                                                   
U.S. and China. In the case of the U.S., this reflects lower prospects of                                                    
legislating the Build Back Better fiscal package, an earlier withdrawal of                                                   
extraordinary monetary accommodation, and continued supply disruptions.                                                      
China’s downgrade reflects continued retrenchment of the real estate sector                                                  
and a weaker-than-expected recovery in private consumption. Supply                                                              
disruptions have led to markdowns for other countries too, such as Germany.                                                  
We expect global growth to slow to 3.8 percent in 2023. This is 0.2 percentage                                               
point higher than in the October 2021 WEO and largely reflects a pickup after                                                
current drags on growth dissipate.
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MSC aims to acquire majority stake in ITA Airways
• Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) Group has expressed its interest to the Italian Government in acquiring a 

majority stake in the state-owned ITA Airways.
• The MSC Group aims to create a partnership with the Italian Government and the German airline Lufthansa as the 

project's industrial partner, with the latter already expressing its interest in taking part in the initiative.
• Following today's expression of interest, MSC and Lufthansa require an exclusivity period of 90 business days, 

according to a statement, subject to regulatory approvals and due diligence.

Expansion of trucking apprenticeships, new truck driver boards and studies to improve working conditions
DOT and DOL are announcing next steps on several new initiatives that will support drivers and improve driver retention 
while expanding access to quality driving jobs now and in the years ahead. These initiatives include: 
• Expanding Registered Apprenticeship programs -- more than 100 employers and industry partners have stepped 

forward to work to expand Registered Apprenticeships in the last 30 days.
• Creating the Women of Trucking Advisory Board mandated in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.
• Creating a new task force, mandated by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, to investigate predatory truck leasing 

arrangements with DOL and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.
• Beginning two studies to explore the issues of truck driver pay and unpaid detention time.
• Launching the Safe Driver Apprenticeship Pilot –an under-21 pilot program for truck drivers mandated in the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Container shipping crunch sees late delivery of Chinese New Year goods
• The shortage of containers and shipping slots have resulted in the delayed arrival of Chinese New Year festive goods 

in Southeast Asia, where retailers usually import such items from China.
• International freight forwarder DB Schenker said that global carrier schedule reliability is down to 34.4% and there is 

an average delay of vessel arrivals of 7.3 days, impacting available allocation across all carriers as well as equipment 
availability for the remainder of the year, despite massive equipment on hire activities by the carriers.
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Rise in differing cargo theft types driven by conditions at congested US ports
• Third quarter cargo theft data in the US shows storage facilities targeted                         in 45% of reported cases; up 

from 20% of recorded cases in the same quarter 2020 – stats are only now available for Q3 2021. 
• Hijacking and robbery of vehicles fell from 67% to just 25% coincidental with rise in theft of cargo units in 

unsecured storage areas. Congestion throughout the supply chain but particularly in and around ports is a 
significant contributory factor to this diversification of theft types.

• Freight insurance specialists, TT Club and the supply chain services and                                                     
solutions team at BSI, the business improvement and standards company                                                        
have highlighted the increased risk of theft from storage facilities seen over                                               
the past few months in the U.S. Changes in theft patterns from the same                                                      
quarter 2020 highlight a trend away from ‘on the move’ targets to those                                                      
locations where cargo is temporarily stored and delivered, including                                                         
traditional warehouses and depots where containers and trailers are being                                                    
held awaiting collection, many of which are temporary facilities in port                                                     
areas without adequate security regimes. 

• As the diagram shows, the largest rise in the methods and locations for cargo                                                
theft was from facilities: the percentage of the total increased to 25% in the third quarter in contrast with just 7% in 
2020. At the other extreme theft of vehicles fell from a dominant 47% in 2020 to a surprisingly low 15%; in 
addition, hijackings halved from 20% to 10%.

• In commenting on some of the more contrasting figures, Mike Yarwood, TT Club’s Managing Director, Loss 
Prevention said, “There is little doubt that the problems of supply chain disruption that are currently bedeviling the 
US freight transport system, particularly that of container congestion at ports and inland hubs, is creating increased 
opportunities for thieves. The static nature of cargo in these circumstances, often stored in temporary and less 
secure facilities, leads to criminal ingenuity adopting the modus operandi of theft in a typically resourceful way.”

• TT is keen to use the insightful data provided by BSI Screen in identifying shifts in cargo theft trends and bring them 
to the attention of operators in as timely as fashion as possible. 
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Why the Food Supply Chain Is Strained. Again.
Experts say farms are still producing enough food, but the Great Resignation and the omicron surge are leaving grocery 
store shelves around the country bare.
• Experts and food companies say that there is plenty of food in the country, but                                              

a bundle of factors along the supply chain appear to be preventing it from                                                   
getting to shoppers. What’s new is a shortage of workers that began with the                                                 
Great Resignation and has spiked with the omicron surge, compounded by                                                       
short-term disruptions in certain industries and regions from extreme weather                                                   
and produce recalls.

• In what can feel like a repeat of spring 2020, people are sharing photos of                                                  
similar scenes at stores around the country, and reports of empty shelves are                                                
coming in from Massachusetts and Florida. 

• While companies are hustling to get through the surge and expect things to level out soon, some are also already 
working to change their models to avoid similar challenges in the future, and experts say how the food system 
operates is certain to change in longer-term ways.

• “We don’t have a problem with farms producing enough food. We have problems with not enough labor in the supply 
chains between the farms and the consumers”, say reports.

• Since the start of the pandemic, workers in many industries have been quitting their jobs in high numbers. Food 
workers across the supply chain have long been some of the lowest paid across industries and subject to terrible 
working conditions; now they’re facing burnout, and in November 4.5 million Americans quit their jobs

• And then omicron hit, and COVID-19 cases reported around the country daily has increased more than eight-fold.
• According to a new analysis out of Purdue University, among various food manufacturing industries, “animal 

slaughtering and processing” is most likely to be significantly impacted by disruptions in labor. Because so many 
individuals are needed to take an animal from slaughter to packaged meat, “If something happens, it actually leads to 
a much larger loss in production compared to any other food industry on that list,” said Ahmad Zia Wahdat, a 
researcher who worked on the data and paper with Jayson Lusk, the head of agricultural economics at Purdue.
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Docking at Yantian terminals delayed a week, Covid blamed
• Cargo has been backing up at Shenzhen's Yantian terminals for as long as a week as congestion builds.
• Manufacturers in southern China are currently making a last push to ship out goods before the Chinese New Year 

which starts February 1, with the People's Daily reporting that trucked volumes into Shenzhen's Yantian terminals 
were about 30 per cent above December levels. 

• Goods are stacking up as inbound ships have turn been delayed by congestion in the US and Europe.
• Ships arriving to the Yantian terminal were delayed by seven days and the number of ships arriving from Europe 

and the US has fallen more than 40 per cent in the last two weeks, said a terminal advisory. 
• That comes atop the problems Shenzhen port was already facing, with a Covid outbreak earlier this month leading 

to lockdowns of districts, testing of workers and trucking delays at the Yantian and Shekou container terminals. 
• The congestion prompted the Yantian terminal to start restricting acceptance of containers. To stop operations 

getting worse, from Friday full containers can only be trucked in four days before vessels are due to berth.
ACC Comment: As reported in Week 3, lower numbers of containers arriving from the U.S. is due to the high number of 
container ships idling and loitering off Chinese ports – 254 at last count. An evil cycle playing out, thus do not subscribe 
to reports that the U.S. port situation is improving – it is not, it is being delayed with acceleration to come, pushing up 
congestion once more. 

China pays mega bonuses to shipping sector as rates soar
• Chinese shipping companies are offering mega bonuses to employees as freight rates soar with China's state-

owned giant Cosco Shipping Holdings Co doling out as much as 30 times a worker's monthly salary, according to 
Caixin. 

• Cosco is issues out the huge year-end bonuses to employees including its sales and marketing staff, Caixin said, 
citing employees at the company. Other shipping companies, including those in Taiwan, are also giving out 
generous rewards. 

• A worker at Taiwan's Evergreen Marine received a year-end bonus that was nearly 40 times his monthly salary, 
according to the daily.

shippingazette.com
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LA posts record 10.7 million TEU, up 13pc from 2018 record
• The Port of LA reported record cargo volumes of 10.7m              TEUs in 2021.
• The record result sets a Western Hemisphere record and breaks the port's previous calendar year record by 13 per 

cent, set in 2018.

Port of Mobile posts record 502,623 TEU in 2021, up 19pc
• The Alabama Port Authority said containerised cargo volumes last year climbed to a record 502,623 TEUs, up 19 

per cent from 2020.
• To date, the terminal has handled over 3.6 million TEU since containerised operations began in 2008. Since 2015, 

the Port of Mobile's volume has grown by 120 per cent making the gateway one of the fastest growing container 
ports in the United States, reports New York's Marine Link.

SeaTac handles more TEUs
The Seattle-Tacoma gateway handled 11.4 per cent more imports from Asia in the first 11 months of 2021 than the 
same period the previous year. Those gains came as transpacific carriers sought out alternative gateways to avoid 
unprecedented congestion at the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. 

9.5% more ships transit Suez Canal in record-breaking 2021
The number of ships transiting the Suez Canal increased 9.5% year on year to 20,694 in 2012, Bloomberg reports.

Charleston port congestion could take six weeks to clear
Port officials are warning that the queue of 15 container ships waiting to berth at Charleston likely will not be cleared 
for up to six weeks due to a backlog of more than 25,000 containers at the terminal.

Yard congestion forces Shenzhen port terminals to meter container in-gating
Yantian International Container Terminal and Shekou Container Terminal are restricting the number of export 
containers they will accept in an effort to clear an existing backlog of boxes in advance of the Lunar New Year holiday.
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Supply Chain Crisis Helped Shipping Companies Reap $150 Billion in 2021
• Ocean shipping rates are expected to stay elevated well into 2022, setting up another year of booming profits for 

global cargo carriers — and leaving smaller companies and their customers from Spain to Sri Lanka paying more for 
just about everything.

• Meanwhile, the backbone of the postwar march toward globalization                                                            
is coming through the pandemic in the strongest position in its history                                                      
- a stark reversal of years losing money in the capital-intensive business.                                                     
Ocean-freight carriers pulled in estimated profits of $150 billion in 2021                                                      
- a nine-fold annual jump after a decade of difficulty eking out any gains.

• Denmark’s A.P. Moller-Maersk A/S, the world’s second-largest container                                                          
carrier, was on track for an annual profit last year that would match or                                                     
surpass its combined results from the past nine years. Its shares hit a                                                      
record high this month, as did stock in Hamburg-based Hapag-Lloyd AG, the No. 5 player. The largest, Mediterranean 
Shipping Co., is a closely held company based in Switzerland that is controlled by Italy’s powerful Aponte family.

OOCL achieves 110% revenue growth in 2021
• Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL) has reported revenue of more than US$15.68 billion during the fiscal year 

(FY) ended on 31 December 2021, which translates to a growth of 110.2% compared to the previous year.
• In the meantime, total liftings increased by 1.7% over the last year, while loadable capacity presented a marginal rise 

of 0.2%, and the overall load factor was 1.3% higher than FY 2020.
• Moreover, the average revenue per TEU increased by 106.7% year-on-year, according to the Hong Kong-based liner 

operator.
• Furthermore, during FY 2021 the COSCO-owned shipping line registered a slight growth of 1.7% in container 

throughput year-on-year, by moving 7,587,158 TEU.
• This record result was achieved despite severe congestion around the network, which drove down liftings by 16.9% 

and loadable capacity by 14.3%, according to OOCL, while the overall load factor declined 2.7% year-on-year.
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FBX Update
• Supply                chain delays and COVID restrictions combined to slow operations at Yantian this week. Delayed 

arrivals have left exports piling up in the container yard. As a result, exports are now allowed at the port only a few 
days before departure, while testing requirements have slowed trucking operations. Similar restrictions on drivers 
are contributing to congestion in Tianjin, with growing delays reported in Shanghai and Dalian as well. 

• Ex-China ocean rates were stable overall this week, though Asia - N. Europe prices increased 5% to $15,061/FEU. 
With the Lunar New Year holiday about to begin, rates will most likely stay level for the next couple weeks. Prices 
could increase when manufacturing picks back up, but as pre-holiday demand did not push rates up dramatically, it 
is possible that prices won’t increase very much after the holiday either.

• Meanwhile, congestion at European ports and delays on the US east coast pushed transatlantic rates up 9% this 
week to $7,407/FEU, their highest point since mid-November.

• In retaliation for Chinese COVID policies that resulted in canceled US passenger flights, the US Department of 
Transportation has suspended 44 Chinese airline flights from the US to China starting at the end of the month. The 
new restrictions will likely worsen the capacity shortage from decreased passenger travel that has been a major 
contributor to extremely elevated air cargo rates during the pandemic. 

South African citrus industry warns of another year of constraints at the ports
• South African citrus industry insiders have warned that growers and other exporters will have to brace themselves 

for another year of port constraints, following a series of challenges last year. Logistics and shipping will be a 
‘serious impediment’ in 2022, said Justin Chadwick, CEO of the Citrus Growers’ Association (CGA).

• “It is likely that port operations in 2022 will be constrained – the necessary resources to bring about the needed 
improvement in efficiency will take some time to come to fruition. Exporters need a thorough and well-developed 
logistics plan for 2022,” Chadwick said.

• Last year, the citrus industry contended with several challenges, including a cyber-attack on rail, port, and pipeline 
company, Transnet, which impacted container terminals at major ports, including Durban, Ngqura Gqeberha, and 
Cape Town.
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Worn-out containers increase risks for shippers and vessels
• Cargo insurer TT Club highlighted a little-considered risk of the ongoing crunch in containerized freight capacity. 

With the intense strains on the supply chain, the availability of new and used containers has been stretched thin. 
This has created new pressure to turn around containers rapidly after each load, as well as a potentially hazardous 
incentive for shippers to accept and use any container.

• There has now been a tendency for old boxes to remain in service with carriers and equipment owners beyond the 
point they would ordinarily have been retired and scrapped. The insurer says that anecdotally, it appears that old, 
retired boxes are getting picked up by shippers and put back into oceangoing service - a potentially higher-risk 
practice.

Long-term container shipping contracts 200% higher than a year ago
• The earnings from container shipping are expected to remain strong well into 2022, showing another year of rising 

profits for shipping lines. In fact, the spot rate for a 40-foot container for the Asia-USWC route exceeded $20,000 
last year, including surcharges and premiums, up from less than $2,000 a few years ago.

• Maritime industry analyst Lars Jensen has specified that average freight rates in the fourth quarter of 2021 
increased by 80%, which is also below several rate indexes. As detailed the SCFI spot index has risen 170%, Drewry's 
WCI spot index has risen 179%.

• Meanwhile, the CCFI index of long-term contracts has done so by 192% and the CTS index (global that includes 
long-term contracts) by 136% (October-November). Low container availability and port congestion mean that long-
term rates set in contracts between shipping lines and exporters are 200% higher than a year ago, indicating that 
prices will be high in the near future.

• According to Jensen, Maersk, for example, would have chosen to some extent to write longer-term contracts that 
are not subject to the short-term increases that characterize spot contracts.

• But the world's second-largest shipping line couldn't be further from the grumbling than it is right now. With an 
EBITDA of US$8.000 million obtained only in the fourth quarter. Expectations for the full 2021 roundup are now for 
$24.000 billion EBITDA, $19.800 billion EBIT and $16.400 billion free cash flow.
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Port of Dover CEO calls for urgent talks over new EU checks
• Doug Bannister, CEO of the Port of Dover, is calling for urgent talks between the UK government and EU authorities 

over plans for biometric checks at the port. Bannister said the proposed checks were unsafe if they forced people 
out of their vehicles.

• Bannister: "As currently designed, the biometric checks work well at an airport or a rail terminal, but they're not 
designed for a busy roll-on, roll-off ferry terminal. If it is forcing people to get out of their vehicles inside of a busy 
port, that is just unsafe. We couldn't allow that to happen. That will lead to increased queues, no doubt."

• The new system, which would involve body or facial scanning similar to at airports for non-EU citizens entering the 
bloc, is due to be implemented in September.

2022 Ocean Freight Barometer
• ACC has introduced a risk barometer to anticipate threats                                                                    

to ocean freight rates and deck space in the year ahead.
• Factors reckoned to impact rates and space are identified,                                                                   

with each factor estimated in “risk value”.
• “Risk value” is an assigned level depicting a graphic view                                                                   

of the risk and are plotted on a month-by-month basis,                                                                          
a higher risk showing a higher profile and vice-versa.

• It is estimated that Feb 2022 will see a                                                                                     
high risk to shippers with port congestion,                                                                                  
Chinese New Year and Winter Olympics,                                                                                        
a Russian/Ukrainian war threat, eComm                                                                                        
growth and an ongoing retail inventory                                                                                       
shortfall driving import volumes.

• Each week the red marker will progress                                                                                       
across the (adjusted) barometer.
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Starbucks union drive reaches 33 stores in 14 states
• As of Friday, January 21st, organizers in at least 30 Starbucks stores in 14 states have filed for National Labor 

Relations Board elections or announced their intent to file. Starbucks didn't respond to Restaurant Dive's requests 
for comment before press time.  

• Multiple stores in Buffalo, New York; Mesa, Arizona; Seattle, Chicago and Boston have filed for elections. 
• One store in Mesa, Arizona, began voting on Jan. 19 in a mail-in election, while three more Buffalo-area stores are 

scheduled to begin voting on Jan. 31. 
• Starbucks Workers United has used its wins at two Buffalo-area Starbucks stores — one this month and one in 

December — as a catalyst for expanded union organizing. But at least some of the 30 stores' campaigns predate the 
union's first victory at the Elmwood Avenue Starbucks in Buffalo. 

• Long before the union campaign in Hopewell, New Jersey, went public on Jan. 11, workers discussed organizing in 
September, shortly after the first three Buffalo stores' campaign went public. 

• Russ Lingle, a shift manager and organizing committee member at the Hopewell Starbucks, said workers in New 
Jersey were careful to preserve an element of surprise.

• "When we went public, it completely blindsided our store manager and our district manager, because they had no 
idea that this was happening," Lingle said. 

• Lingle said when employees at his cafe heard stories about Starbucks' efforts to stop the union in Buffalo, this 
generated a sense of solidarity among workers and increased their determination to organize.

• RJ Rebmann, a worker at the Genesee Street Starbucks in Cheektowaga, New York, said the corporate presence on 
the shop floor has subsided since that store became the second unionized Starbucks. Corporate support managers, 
who local employees said were deployed to the store to surveil the union effort, and executives have left the 
location, Rebmann said. 

• The Wall Street Journal reported Friday that Starbucks' stance against unionization has not changed. Starbucks 
Workers United members have alleged the company is ramping up anti-union meetings between managers and 
employees at stores where campaigns have gone public

• Rebmann thinks the campaign may inspire more workers to organize.
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If you think that glass of wine is good for you, it's time to reconsider
• For thousands of years, alcohol, particularly wine, has been used for medicinal purposes. The ancient Greek 

physician Hippocrates promoted wine for various purposes, including reducing fevers and dressing wounds. 
Maimonides, the 12th century scholar, rabbi and physician also extolled the health benefits of wine in moderation. 
During Prohibition in the early 20th century, it was common for physicians to prescribe medicinal alcohol, which was 
legally dispensed at pharmacies, for ailments ranging from cancer to depression.

• For years it was thought moderate doses of alcohol were associated with a reduced risk of death, whereas higher 
amounts of drinking were associated with increased risk. And while there has been research to suggest a glass of 
wine a day can promote longevity or heart health, the consensus on alcohol's salutary effects has started to change.

• Humans metabolize alcohol mostly in the liver, where it is converted into acetaldehyde, a known carcinogen. Last 
July, a study published in Lancet Oncology estimated 4% of the world's newly diagnosed cases of cancer in 2020, 
totaling almost 750,000 people, were related to alcohol use. The authors of the study found the cancer risk was 
highest for people who drank a lot, but even more moderate drinkers still had an increased risk of developing cancer.

• In 2018, the Lancet published a different study of alcohol use in 195 countries and found the risk of all-cause 
mortality, and specifically dying from cancer, rises with increasing levels of alcohol consumption. The authors noted 
the way to minimize the risk was not to drink at all.

• This past week, the World Heart Federation issued a policy stating no level of alcohol consumption is safe for the 
heart. The ironically-named Dr. Beatriz Champagne who chaired the advocacy committee which produced the report 
said, "In brief, our position is that studies showing a significant cardioprotective effect of alcohol consumption have 
by-and-large been observational, inconsistent, funded by the alcohol industry, and/or not subject to randomized 
control. Furthermore, any potential cardioprotective effect is negated by the well-documented risks and harms, 
rendering our judgment that no amount of consumption can be considered good for heart health.“

• In addition to its carcinogenic properties, alcohol is also a cardiotoxin, and chronic heavy consumption can weaken 
the ability of the heart to contract, ultimately leading to potentially fatal congestive heart failure. Even brief 
episodes of binge-drinking can precipitate atrial fibrillation, a condition in which the heart rate increases and beats 
out of rhythm.
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Mark Cuban challenges Amazon, Walmart with discount online pharmacy
• Mark Cuban, billionaire entrepreneur, owner of the Dallas Mavericks and co-star of the                                          

TV show “Shark Tank,’ is launching an online pharmacy with an initial inventory of more                                      
than 100 generic drugs. The launch of the Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company comes                                            
just a few weeks after the company’s pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) operation was established.

• MCCPDC is a registered pharmaceutical wholesaler, which allows it to bypass middlemen and their associated 
markups. The pharmacy's prices reflect actual manufacturer prices plus a flat 15% margin and a $3 pharmacist fee, 
the company said. The goal of the new venture is to be "radically transparent" regarding price negotiations with drug 
companies, according to a report.

• Because MCCPDC will not pay spread prices to third-party pharmacy benefit providers in order to be allowed to 
process insurance claims, the online pharmacy will be a cash pay venture and not accept insurance plans. In 
November 2021 MCCPDC entered the PBM industry to serve companies providing prescription coverage in their 
employee benefit plans.

• MCCPDC is competing with some major players in its effort to provide a low-cost alternative to traditional 
pharmacies. Amazon launched Amazon Pharmacy, which allows U.S. customers to order prescription medications for 
home delivery, with free delivery for Amazon Prime members, in November 2020. Amazon Pharmacy is a distinct 
offering from PillPack, the online pharmacy startup Amazon acquired in 2018. Now known as PillPack by Amazon, it 
specializes in delivering presorted dose packaging for managing multiple daily medications for chronic conditions. 

• And in June 2021, Amazon and Walmart launched dueling programs designed to remove insurance companies from 
prescription drug payments, resulting in savings to the consumer. Walmart introduced a prescription savings program 
exclusively for members of its Walmart+ paid subscription service. The new Walmart+ Rx for less program is designed 
to deliver additional savings on the most commonly prescribed medications across a variety of health conditions, 
including heart health, mental health, antibiotics, allergies and diabetes management. 

• With the launch of its online pharmacy's first inventory of 100 generic drugs in January 2022, Mark Cuban Cost Plus 
Drug Company is a vertically integrated pharmacy benefits manager. Construction of a pharmaceutical factory in 
Dallas slated for completion by the end of 2022.
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Pharmacies Are Turning Away Immunocompromised Patients Seeking 4th Covid Shot
• Patients with weakened immune systems — who are at high risk from covid-19 — say pharmacies are turning them 

away when they seek additional vaccine doses recommended by federal health officials.
• Although the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention encourages most adults to receive a total of three mRNA 

vaccines — two “primary” vaccinations and a booster — the agency now advises people with weak immune systems 
to receive three primary shots plus a booster, for a total of four doses.

• In a written statement, Walgreens said it has administered thousands of fourth doses to immunocompromised 
people. “As vaccination guidelines continue to evolve, we make every effort to continuously update our pharmacy 
teams.” Given how often vaccine guidelines have been revised in recent months, some pharmacists have had a hard 
time keeping pace, said Mitchel Rothholz, chief of governance and state affiliates at the American Pharmacists 
Association. Pharmacy employees have coped with an ever-expanding workload but a deepening shortage of 
employees during the pandemic, he said.

• Confusion about who is eligible for a fourth shot “was inevitable, although I’m not saying it’s right or wrong,” he said.
• Yet many patients and their doctors are frustrated.

Israeli Medical Discovery Could Help Stop Spread of Pancreatic Cancer
• A team of researchers from Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center have discovered how pancreatic cancer cells spread in 

the liver, which could be key to developing treatments to slow it down and prolong patients’ lives.
• The study, led by Dr. Tami Rubinek, head of the hospital’s oncology research lab, together with Ph.D. student Shani 

Journo, under the auspices of professor Ido Wolf, found that a mutation causing the disappearance of the “p15” and 
“p16” proteins appears more in liver metastasis and less in pancreatic cancer tumors in the pancreas or other areas of 
the body, such as the lungs or abdomen.

• The researchers were able to show that when these proteins disappear, the cancer cell changes its properties and 
metabolic activity in a way that makes it easier for it to grow in the unique environment of the liver.

• The liver is often the “killing organ,” Wolf told JNS, meaning patients often die when pancreatic cancer spreads to 
their liver.
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Definition: The “Window of Exposure” metric represents the amount of time that an application has a serious 
vulnerability that can be exploited to data breaches.
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Turning nonrecyclable plastic into building blocks fit for construction
• In a world of disposable everything, single-use plastics continue to reign supreme.
• Every year, Americans generate about 42 million tons of it. And yet only 9% of that gets                                     

recycled, in part because the recycling infrastructure in the U.S. can’t keep up with the                                    
country’s plastic production, but also because some plastics simply can’t be recycled. Los                                   
Angeles-based startup ByFusion is on a mission to change that.

• ByFusion uses a combination of steam and compression to shape all kinds of plastics, even                                    
nonrecyclables, into standard building blocks called ByBlocks. These can be used to build                                    
anything from fences and retaining walls to public terraces and bus stops, but the real stars are                            
the patented machines used to make them. Called Blockers, these hefty machines are fed mounds of plastic that 
are squeezed into blocks—no sorting or cleaning needed. After years of R&D, the company has installed a full 
production unit in L.A., where it can process 450 tons of plastic per year, with 12 more Blockers in the pipeline 
across the country.

• To date, the company has recycled 103 tons of plastic, with a goal of recycling 100 million tons by 2030 (about a 
quarter of the U.S.’s annual plastic production.) ByFusion has already partnered with a host of cities, including 
Boise, Idaho, and Tucson, Arizona. In Lihue, on the Hawaiian island of Kauai, the                                            
company worked with an elementary school to build a pavilion with                                                            
blocks made from locally collected marine debris and fishing nets. The                                                       
ultimate goal? To sell Blocker machines to every city in the U.S. and                                                                     
abroad, helping municipalities take control of their plastic waste and turn                                                  
it into building material.

• ByBlocks come in a standard 16-by-8-by-8-inch building-block size and                                                           
three variations: Some are molded with pegs so they can interlock; others                                                    
are flat so builders can easily mount other components like a roof on top;                                                   
and others are a combination of the two. ByFusion is also working on                                                         
developing smaller, cube-size blocks.
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Lucid Bursts Onto Electric Car Scene With Incredible Range and Style
• While Tesla has dominated the EV segment for years, shoppers are                                                             

looking for something different and special. That may finally be here                                                        
in the form of the Lucid Air. 

• The most significant part of any new  electric car is the battery. The                                                       
Lucid Air sports a 112-kilowatt lithium-ion battery rated for over                                                              
830 kilometres of range. A performance model is also offered,                                                                
trading in a bit of range for more power, netting over 750 kilometres                                                        
on a single charge.

• That sounds impressive enough, but the recharge times are off the charts. The automaker utilizes a 900-volt 
architecture, which allows for speedy recharge times. The expectation is that 20 minutes of charging can net you 
over 480 kilometres of range when using a DC fast charger, which means there should be few instances where you 
feel the crunch of range anxiety.
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1 Molly Moon’s - Seattle, WA 16 Brent’s Drugs - Jackson, MS

2 Black Tap - New York, NY 17 Holsten’s - Bloomfield, NJ

3 Kopp’s Frozen Custard - Milwaukee, WI 18 Ted’s Bulletin - Washington, DC

4 Margie’s Candies - Chicago, IL 19 Fair Oaks Pharmacy - South Pasadena, CA

5 Creole Creamery - New Orleans, LA 20 Ted Drewes - St Louis, MO

6 Coney Waffle - Belmar, NJ 21 Braum’s - Tuttle, OK

7 Vicky’s House - Miami, FL 22 24 Diner - Austin, TX

8 Papermoon, Baltimore, MA 23 Volcano Shakes - Honolulu, HI

9 Izzy’s Ice Cream - Minneapolis, MN 24 ’55 Exchange - Clemson, SC

10 Hamburg Inn No. 2 - Iowa City, IA 25 MOOmer’s Dairy Farm - Traverse City, MI

11 Newport Creamery, Middletown, RI 26 The Oinkster - Los Angeles, CA

12 Crown Candy Kitchen - St Louis, MO 27 Tolly-Ho - Lexington, KY

13 Lunchbox Laboratory - Seattle, WA 28 Pride Dairy - Bottineau, ND

14 Dairy Keen - Heber City, UT 29 Flip Burger Boutique - Atlanta, GA

15 Sassafras American Eatery - Denver, CO 30 The Purple Cow - Little Rock, AR
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• As our planet 
orbits the                                            
Sun, it’s always 
leaning in the same 
direction. Because 
of its tilt, the 
different 
hemispheres 
receive varying 
amounts of 
sunlight at 
different times of 
the year.

• In December, Earth 
is technically closer 
to the Sun than it is 
in June or July. 
However, because 
the Northern 
Hemisphere is 
tilted away from 
the Sun during 
December, that 
part of the planet 
experiences winter 
during that time.
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