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Conflict Update # 122 

July 16th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key assessments 

The Russian Ministry of Defense announced 
the cessation of the operational pause, confirming 

ISW’s July 15 assessment that Russian forces are 

likely resuming ground attacks along multiple axes of 

advance. The cessation of the operational pause is 

unlikely to lead to a massive increase in ground 

attacks across Ukraine but will rather likely be 

characterized by continued limited ground assaults 

focused on the Slovyansk-Siversk-Bakhmut salient. 

The Kremlin may have ordered Russian forces 

to take control of the entirety of Kharkiv Oblast, 

despite the extraordinary low likelihood of Russian 

success in such an effort. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground 

assaults around Siversk and Bakhmut and otherwise 

fired on Ukrainian military and civilian infrastructure 

across Eastern Ukraine. 

Russian occupation authorities likely are 

responding to the perceived threat of Ukrainian 

partisan activities by strengthening administrative 

regimes in occupied areas. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk - Russian forces continued to 

fire on settlements southeast of Izyum but did not 

make any confirmed ground assaults in the direction of Slovyansk on July 16. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Russian forces are regrouping in order to further advance towards Slovyansk and Barvinkove. Russian troops may seek 

to advance southeast from Barvinkove either to support operations towards Slovyansk or to open parallel lines of 

advance towards Kramatorsk. Russian forces additionally conducted air and artillery strikes against settlements along the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border northwest of Slovyansk and hit Bohorodychne, Dibrovne, Mazanivka, Mykilske, and 

Novomykolaivka. 

Russian forces continued limited and unsuccessful ground assaults towards Siversk on July 16. The Ukrainian General 

Staff stated that Russian troops unsuccessfully attempted to improve their tactical positions in Ivano-Darivka (around 

5km southeast of Siversk) and Hryhorivka (10km northeast of Siversk). Russian forces also shelled Siversk and surrounding 

settlements of Verkhnokamyanske and Zvanivka to continue to set conditions for operations to take control of the city. 
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Russian forces continued ground assaults to the 

south of Bakhmut on July 16. The Ukrainian General 

Staff noted that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian 

attempts to advance around Novoluhanske, 

Semyhirya, Dolomytne, Roty, and Vershyna, all 

within 25km south of Bakhmut. Russian forces 

notably resumed efforts to attack the Vuhledar 

Power Plant in Novoluhanske. The Vuhledar Power 

Plant lies on the northern edge of the Vuhlehirske 

Reservoir, a major water feature surrounded by 

settlements such as Svitlodarsk. Russian forces 

began their concerted efforts to break free of the 

canalized terrain in this area at the end of May. 

Russian forces are likely focusing on advancing past 

the Vuhledar Power Plant in order to set conditions 

for a cross-country advance towards Bakhmut, as 

the area north and west of the power plant is 

relatively flatter and more open than the terrain 

around the Vuhlehirske Reservoir. Russian forces 

also continued to conduct artillery strikes around 

Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued to fire along the Avdiivka-

Donetsk City line of contact but did not conduct any 

confirmed ground attacks in this area on July 16. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

are firing on Avdiivka to dislodge Ukrainian positions 

in the city. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian 

President Vladimir Putin may have ordered Russian 

forces to seize Kharkiv City and the rest of unoccupied Kharkiv Oblast despite the extreme improbability of success. ISW 

offers this observation as a hypothesis rather than an assessment because evidence and indicators for it are limited and 

circumstantial. Russian forces have been attempting to take Dementiivka to the north of Kharkiv City since June 26 even 

though capturing Dementiivka has limited significance for the objective of defending Russian territory against Ukrainian 

offensive actions. Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate released an intercepted conversation on July 16 in which a 

Russian soldier stated that his commander cares nothing for his losses but only wants to reach Kharkiv. Russian-backed 

occupation authorities continue to set conditions to annex Kharkiv Oblast beyond currently-held territory, as ISW has 

previously assessed. The Russian-backed Kharkiv Oblast occupation government head Vitaly Ganchev and Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) Head Leonid Pasechnik signed a mutual cooperation and defense agreement on July 16, which 

indicates that Russian authorities in Kharkiv Oblast are setting conditions for long-term occupation contingencies. 

Ganchev previously announced on July 6 that occupied Kharkiv Oblast will consist of the Kupyansk, Izyum, Vovchansk, 

and Kharkiv districts, which incorporates territory that Russian forces do not yet control. Russian forces will likely 

inconsistently intensify ground assault attempts north of Kharkiv City over the coming days to reflect continued territorial 
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ambitions in Kharkiv Oblast but are unlikely to secure significant territorial gains. Russian forces continued artillery strikes 

along the entire line of contact and on Kharkiv City. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis – Russian 

forces launched missile and rocket strikes at ground 

targets across the Southern Axis on July 15-16. 

Russian forces launched four-to-six Kh-101 cruise 

missiles – advanced, high-precision cruise missiles 

designed to evade air defense systems – at Dnipro, 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast in the evening on July 15. 

Footage shows Ukrainian air defenses successfully 

intercepting at least one of the missiles, and at least 

two missiles hit buildings in central Dnipro. The 

Russian Defense Ministry claimed that the missiles 

struck the Yuzhny Machine Building Plant used to 

build and repair Ukrainian Tochka-Us and MLRS 

systems in Dnipro’s industrial district, but ISW is 

unable to verify the exact locations of the strikes at 

this time. The Russian usage of Kh-101 missiles to 

strike a Ukrainian military factory could indicate that 

Russian forces are either running out of appropriate 

munitions for such strikes or are desperate to curtail 

Ukrainian strikes on Russian military infrastructure by 

targeting Ukrainian supplies of missile and rocket 

systems.  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian 

forces continued shelling the line of contact and did 

not conduct ground offensives on July 16. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Nothing significant to report. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian authorities in occupied areas are likely assessing that growing Ukrainian 

partisan activity seeks to threaten and complicate efforts to institute coherent occupational control and are 

strengthening administrative regimes accordingly. Ukrainian news source Ria-Melitopol reported on July 16 that Russian 

authorities in Melitopol have substantially increased Russian military presence in the city and established checkpoints to 

stop and strip-search civilians. Kherson Oblast Administration similarly warned that Russian occupation authorities in the 

Kakhovskyi district (near Kherson City) have issued an order to strengthen the access regime for communal enterprises 

and other checkpoints, which will allow Russian forces to detain suspected Ukrainian “terrorists” for 72 hours for violating 

controls on the access regime. Ukraine’s Center for Strategic Cooperation noted that Russian authorities are struggling 

to galvanize public support for occupation administrations in Kharkiv Oblast and in the cities of Melitopol and Mariupol. 

These reports indicate that Russian authorities perceive a growing threat to the consolidation of occupational regimes 

and will likely continue efforts to crack down on pro-Ukrainian sentiments and actions in occupied areas. 

Stepped-Up Precision Strikes Since June - The British outlet reported that the Ukrainian military has stepped up 

attacks against Russian targets since the end of June. 
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The West has since delivered high-precision weapons, including the HIMARS, which has been “hammering Russian 

logistics and command posts daily.” 

The weapons enable Ukrainian forces to strike ammunition depots located near railway lines with great precision. 

HIMARS Penetrates Russian Air Defenses - Russian air defenses have been unable to intercept the Lockheed Martin 

High Mobility Artillery Rocket System. 

However, analysts told the outlet that a countermeasure would be devised in time, “including by dispersing targets like 

command posts and ammunition dumps, better use of camouflage, and setting up dummy targets to cause the Ukrainians 

to waste rockets.” 

“I’m sure measures will be taken, for example deployment of observation aircraft. I hope they will detect something. A 

single war-winning ‘wunderwaffe’ does not exist,” Russian war correspondent Roman Sladkov said, referring to the Nazi 

V-weapons of the Second World War. 

Ukraine Strikes Significantly Reducing Russia's Offensive Potential, Kyiv Says - Ukrainian rocket strikes have 

destroyed more than 30 Russian military logistics centres in recent weeks and significantly reduced Russia's attacking 

potential, Ukraine's defence ministry spokesperson said on Friday. 

The official, Oleksandr Motuzianyk, singled out the role played by U.S.-produced HIMARS rocket systems, one of several 

types of long-range weapon supplied by the West to help Ukraine fight back against Russia. 

"In the last weeks, over 30 of the enemy's military logistical facilities have been destroyed, as a result of which the 

attacking potential of Russian forces has been significantly reduced," Motuzianyk said on national television. 

Motuzianyk told Reuters in separate comments that the 30 targets were destroyed by multiple launch rocket systems, 

including HIMARS. 

If confirmed, the comments would suggest that Western weapons are having an impact on the battlefield and could 

indicate a shift in the war's dynamic after nearly five months. 

Russia, which invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, has captured a chunk of territory in southern Ukraine and used its artillery 

supremacy in the east to make gradual territorial gains, eventually capturing Luhansk region. 

A top Ukrainian general said on Thursday that Russia had not taken a "single metre" of land in the last week and that 

Ukrainian strikes were disrupting Russian supply lines, forcing Moscow to keep its ammunition further back from the 

front line. Reuters was not able to immediately confirm battlefield reports. 

HIMARS have a longer range and are more precise than Ukraine's Soviet-era artillery, allowing Ukrainian forces to hit 

Russian targets that were previously unreachable. 

On Friday, Ukraine's defence minister said Kyiv had taken receipt of a first consignment of M270 multiple rocket launch 

systems, without specifying which country provided them. 

Russia on Thursday criticised the United States and Britain for helping train Ukraine's armed forces, calling it part of 

NATO's "hybrid warfare" against Moscow. It said Washington was providing Ukraine with instructors to help use HIMARS. 

Kyiv said this week that its forces carried out strikes on Russian military infrastructure in a city that lies deep in Russian-

occupied territory in southern Ukraine. 
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Motuzianyk also said that only 30% of Russian strikes were hitting military targets, with the rest landing on civilian sites. 

That assertion could not be verified by Reuters. Russia denies deliberately targeting civilians in what it calls a "special 

military operation" in Ukraine. 

Russia Shelling From Europe's Largest Nuclear Plant - Russia is using Europe's largest nuclear power plant as a 

base to store weapons including "missile systems" and shell the surrounding areas of Ukraine, an official with Kyiv's 

nuclear agency has said. 

Located on the Dnipro river in southeastern Ukraine, the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant has been under Russian control since 

the early weeks of Moscow's invasion, though it is still being operated by Ukrainian staff. 

The president of Ukrainian nuclear agency Energoatom said Friday in a televised interview that the situation was 

"extremely tense", with up to 500 Russian soldiers controlling the site. 

"The occupiers bring their machinery there, including missile systems, from which they already shell the other side of the 

river Dnipro and the territory of Nikopol," Petro Kotin said, referring to the city across the water. 

House authorizes training for Ukrainian pilots to use U.S. aircraft - The House approved $100 million in funding 

to train Ukrainian pilots to use U.S. aircraft as part of the National Defense Authorization Act it passed 329-101 this week. 

Ukrainian President Zelenskyy has asked since March for American-made F-15 and F-16 fighter jets. But Ukrainian pilots 

accustomed to aging Soviet-era MiG-29s and Sukhoi planes have not been trained to use U.S. fighter jets, a process that 

could take months. 

Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., told Defense News he has been in touch with the Kyiv on the matter and that he added the 

$100 million for training as an amendment to the defense authorization bill this week in order to facilitate an eventual 

shift of Ukraine’s military hardware away from Soviet-era technology. 

“What we want to do is obviously send a message to authorize the process,” Kinzinger told Defense News. “There is no 

doubt to me that when this war ends, Ukraine is going to have to be outfitted with western military equipment. Plus, 

there’s just no more MiGs left and no more MiG supplies.” 

The Biden administration has thus far not transferred the requested U.S. aircraft as part of the billions of dollars in military 

aid for Ukraine, generating tension with a vocal contingent of lawmakers on Capitol Hill. 

The United States also declined to facilitate the transfer of Poland’s MiG-29s from Ramstein Air Base in Germany earlier 

this year after Warsaw made the announcement without consulting Washington. 

The Biden administration has remained wary of allowing sensitive U.S. technology to fall into Russian hands on the 

battlefield and has worried about Moscow’s response should Ukrainian forces use high-end American equipment to 

attack Russian territory. But Kinzinger said the Ukrainians can be trusted with the equipment. 

“They’ve been clear — and they’ve shown this with the weapons they have — they’re not trying to start a war with Russia 

inside of Russia,” said Kinzinger. “They just want to defend their homeland.” 

He noted the United States is ready to start training Ukrainian pilots at Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi and possibly 

in Texas as well. It would take about three months to train the pilots to fly the F-15s and F-16s at a basic level. 

Warthog ground attack aircraft intorduction into the eastern Ukraine battle front would be significant given the lethal 

efficacy of this aircraft against ground positions and tanks. 
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The Senate is not expected to vote on its version of the defense authorization bill until September at the earliest, then 

both chambers must agree on compromise legislation in conference committee. Should Kinzinger’s amendment survive 

conference, the United States could be training Ukrainian pilots here as soon as next year. 

Impacts 

Russian Volunteer Units and Battalions -  Recruiting for some volunteer battalions began in June but has intensified 

in July, with new volunteer units being reported daily. The battalions apparently will consist of roughly 400 men each 

aged between 18 and 60. They will belong to various branches of service including motorized rifle, tank, and naval 

infantry, but also signals and 

logistics. Recruits are not 

required to have prior 

military service and will 

undergo only 30 days of 

training before deployment 

to Ukraine. 

This recruitment effort will 

likely be expensive if it comes 

close to meeting its targets. It 

appears that the Russian 

Ministry of Defense will pay 

the volunteers’ salaries while 

the “federal subjects” will 

pay their enlistment 

bonuses. Salaries generally 

start at roughly $3,000 per 

month per soldier or about 

$1.2 million per month per 

400-man unit. Enlistment 

bonuses offered by at least 

some units appear to be 

roughly a month’s salary.  

If the effort generates 85 

battalions each of 400 men it would bring an additional 34,000 volunteers into the fight at the cost of about $102 million 

per month in salary alone. Considering that the 30 days of training the volunteers will receive before entering combat 

will not produce combat-ready soldiers, that price is very high. The volunteers will receive veteran status and benefits if 

they serve in Ukraine, moreover, in addition to their salaries and bonuses, a commitment that will add to the Russian 

Federation budget for decades. 

This drive will likely produce “soldiers” of lower quality than the normal conscripts in the Russian army at close to 

professional-soldier prices. It is a remarkable expedient that suggests that Russian President Vladimir Putin remains 

unwilling to compel his people to fight and unable to attract them to fight voluntarily without considerable incentives. 

Bulgaria, Russia clash over Ukrainian helicopter repairs - Bulgaria’s defense capabilities will not be seriously 

affected by Moscow’s decision to suspend Russian helicopter repair certificates to local companies, the defense minister 

said Friday. 
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Dragomir Zakov said Bulgaria would also continue to repair Ukrainian military equipment. 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said in a statement a day earlier that NATO and European Union 

member countries are supplying weapons and military equipment to Ukraine and planning their repair at plants in Eastern 

Europe. In response to this, she explained, Russia is suspending permission for two Bulgarian companies and one Czech 

firm to carry out repairs and maintenance of Russian-designed helicopters. 

The statement implies that Russia will also no longer provide spare parts. 

Bulgaria had previously agreed to repair Ukrainian military equipment at its military factories, although it refused to send 

weapons directly. 

Belarusian commander in Ukraine says 'matter of time' before he has to fight his own country in Russia's 

war - A Belarusian commander in the Kastus Kalinouski Regiment said an exclusive interview yesterday that he believes 

it is just a "matter of time" before he is forced to fight against his own nation in Russia’s deadly war in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian leaders have warned Belarus against entering the war in support of Russia, but comments made by Belarusian 

President Lukashenko suggest Minsk may be preparing to create another battlefront Kyiv will have to grapple with.  

"Aggression against Ukraine is now being carried out from the territory of Belarus," the commander detailed in an 

interview translated with the help from the Ukraine Frontline Media Platform. "It’s a big regional threat right now, 

because Lukashenko remains quasi-independent – primarily tactically advantageous for Russia. They want to use him for 

further escalation in the region. 

"The issue of Belarus entering the war by ground troops is only a matter of time, and it could happen soon," he warned. 

Late last month, Belarus reportedly made moves to expand its military conscription and began distributing summons to 

men and women for "mobilization exercises" in the Gomel region which shares a border with Ukraine – where a series 

of trainings began earlier this week. 

"Order on the ground operation in Ukraine," he warned "and it’ll be one of the last Lukashenko orders." 

Intelligence in this regard and behind the scenes may be evident in the news that the US is moving toward training 

Ukrainian pilots in US aircraft coupled with advancing battle field surveillance application in detecting enemy positions 

for precise weapons articulation. 

Belarus is also armed with Soviet-era weapons systems and training methods. This does not bode well for them as their 

opponents in Ukraine now have experienced command with field exposure since the 2014 Russian supported presence 

in the Donbas and the present military conflict behind them. 

Ukraine also is now receiving advanced and sophisticated precision weaponry that has proven highly efficient against 

Russian weapons and tactics. 

The moment Belarus starts losing troops in large numbers, as they surely will, look for internal (Belarussian) dissent to 

boil over leading to an overthrow of Lukashenko’s regime. This in turn will lead to a disaster for Russian foreign policy, as 

it will lead to the loss of a crucial mid-European land ally in Belarus.  

We’ll need to watch this space, as it will bring NATO closer to the front with Poland bordering Belarus. 

What Russians Fear The Most (And It's Not Escalation In Ukraine) - A recent report has revealed what Russians 

fear most. Carried out by the CROS agency, the report traces Russian citizens' primary concerns over the first three 

months of the so-called "special military operation". 
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High on the list were fears caused by the blocking of Western social media networks like Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram (now only available via VPN) or the departure of foreign brands from the Russian market. So too was the issue 

of food shortages, which has dominated the minds of Russians since February. The issue has become so prevalent that 

it may be called a “pseudophobia,” the study says. 

The findings mark a sharp change from those published in 2021, which ranged from fears of contracting COVID to having 

freedoms limited by Russia’s harsh imposition of QR codes for entry into public places. 

Fears caused by inflation and the increase in the number of violent crimes also came up high. 

Russian cyberattacks are on the rise—we just don’t know about it - “The amount of attacks that we see coming 

in from those countries has significantly increased over the last two years—especially since the Ukrainian War. It’s just 

not publicly available,” Nayaki Nayyar, chief product officer of Ivanti, said at a roundtable at Fortune’s Brainstorm Tech 

conference this week. There are a host of attacks happening that aren’t making the news, she said, but they’re on the 

rise. 

Dorit Dor, chief product officer of Check Point Software Technologies, emphasized at the roundtable that it’s not just the 

Ukrainian war that has led to an uptick in attacks. COVID and burgeoning blockchain technology have played their own 

role. Dor pointed out that, in this case, “cyber war did not replace the real war.” 

Kazakhstan Seeks to Attract Foreign Brands Exiting Russia - Kazakhstan must work to accommodate the 

hundreds of international businesses that have left Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, the ex-Soviet republic’s president 

said Thursday. 

President Tokayev has walked a diplomatic tightrope since the start of the war in February, maintaining close ties with 

Moscow while refusing to recognize the independence of Kremlin-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

In what Moscow could interpret as an unfriendly move, Tokayev proposed creating “favorable conditions” for the nearly 

1,000 foreign companies that have suspended operations in Russia.  

“We’re witnessing a global struggle for investment capital. One out of two of the nearly 1,400 major foreign companies 

has suspended operations or left the Russian market entirely,” he said at a government session.  

“The government should create favorable conditions for their relocation to Kazakhstan. This will give us a good 

opportunity to increase production,” Tokayev said. 

Sanctions 

Producers of fries refusing to supply to Russia, McDonald’s successor says - The head of the company now 

running the former McDonald’s Corp chain of restaurants in Russia told RBC TV that producers of French fries are refusing 

to supply to the country and warned that attempts to increase domestic processing are fraught with difficulties. 

McDonald’s quit Russia after a Western backlash against Moscow’s military campaign in Ukraine, which included a 

barrage of economic sanctions, and sold all the restaurants it owned to a local licensee in May. 

Restaurants began opening under the new name Vkusno & tochka, or “Tasty and that’s it,” on 12 June. CEO Oleg Paroev 

told Reuters the chain had sold almost 120,000 burgers on opening day. 

The new ownership was keen to stress that high quality standards would be maintained or even bettered, and that 

consumers would not notice much difference. It has since been forced to admit that it is facing a shortage of French fries 

until autumn, blaming a poor harvest in Russia and supply chain woes. 
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“What has happened now is that due to well-known events many foreign companies, I would even say all major producers 

of fries, have refused to deliver this product to Russia,” Paroev told RBC TV, a business channel, late on Thursday (14 

June). 

Paroev said that factories in both “friendly” and “unfriendly” countries that produce fries belong to five or six major 

companies, whose headquarters are based in unfriendly nations, and which have therefore refused to supply to Russia. 

Moscow deems countries that have imposed sanctions against Russia over its actions in Ukraine as “unfriendly.” 

Paroev said there was a shortage in Russia’s harvest this year of the specific potatoes needed for French fries and that 

other issues could arise, with only a few enterprises capable of processing potatoes for French fries in Russia. 

Humanitarian 

No one wanted to help - Ukrainian refugees forced to flee their homes for Russia live in poverty, with no jobs, no 

humanitarian aid and no support from the locals. 

There are over a million Ukrainian refugees in Russia. Svetlana Gannushkina, chairwoman of the Civic Assistance 

Committee (this organization is on Russia’s foreign agent register), says that the figures may vary depending on who is 

keeping count.  

Ukraine suggests that about 1.2 million people have left for Russia. According to the UN, there are 1.4 million refugees 

currently in Russia. The Russian Defence Ministry offers a figure of 2.2 million. Russian lawmaker Konstantin Zatulin said 

that the country “is fighting for these migration flows.” 

Only 304 people in Russia have an official refugee status. In the first quarter of 2022, only two people were officially 

recognised as refugees. It is simply not in the government’s interest. Firstly, people with a refugee status are eligible for 

all benefits and pensions that Russian citizens have. Secondly, how can there be refugees from “liberated territories”? 

The majority of Ukrainian refugees in Russia are granted “temporary asylum” instead. Or worse, they do not have any 

official status at all. 

The refugees get a bed at temporary accommodation centres, where they are also given food. But there is nothing else 

there. People need a change of clothes, shoes, shampoos, combs, toothbrushes and so on. They do not have the money 

to buy these things. Without a Russian citizenship, the refugees cannot find a job or apply for social benefits. Applying 

for Russian citizenship costs 6,000 rubles (€100), a sum that the refugees often do not have. In any case, it takes the 

government several months to process the application. 

The Red Cross at a standstill 

A white banner with a red cross can be seen at the end of the hall. The lights are out, the walls are covered in cracked 

plaster. The regional office of the Red Cross is the only place in Russia’s Saratov region that collects humanitarian aid for 

Ukrainian refugees. 

Everything is stored in the rooms down the hall: cleaning products on the right, food and clothes on the left. “We attended 

the refugees at reception. Volunteers asked them questions, filled out a request and got the things they needed from the 

warehouse. We tried to make our food packages bigger and asked refugees to bring large carrier bags,” chairman of the 

Saratov Red Cross office Alexey Zakharov says. “Not everyone can list off everything they need in these conditions. It’s 

hard to imagine: a regular person who lived a good life was suddenly left with nothing. They don’t even have their own 

toothbrush.” 
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Putin 

Putin’s Dreams of a Red Sea Naval Base Are Scuttled—for Now - Sudan has suspended an agreement that 

allowed Russia to construct a naval base off the coast of the Red Sea, Middle Eastern media reported this week. 

A senior Sudanese military official said his country had informed Moscow about the suspension, citing the need for 

thorough review by the parliament. He debunked rumors that the construction of the base already had begun, and that 

Russian aircraft brought equipment to the area. 

Meanwhile, the Russian Embassy in Khartoum said it has not received any official letter from the Sudanese government 

regarding the matter, saying the reports “do not correspond with reality.” 

“This agreement will enter into force only after both parties ratify it,” the embassy wrote on Facebook. “Since this has 

not yet happened, all other statements are [wrong] and aim to damage traditionally friendly Russian-Sudanese relations.” 

The 25-year agreement between Sudan and Russia, signed in December last year, aimed to “uphold peace and stability 

in the region.” 

The deal would see Moscow establish a “logistical support center” in Port Sudan where “repairs and resupply operations” 

can take place. Furthermore, the logistics hub would host nuclear-powered warships and would become home to up to 

300 military and civilian personnel. 

Once complete, the base on the Red Sea would be Russia’s first naval base in Africa. 

Putin Not the Master Tactician We Thought He Was - Throughout his 20-plus year rule, Putin has consolidated 

power through graft, intimidation, manipulation of the Russian legal system, and forcefully silencing critics. 

His ability to sustain subservience and loyalty to his authority is no small feat, especially in a political culture of ruthless 

power politics. His reputation as a master tactician abroad has also been carefully cultivated, if not exaggerated. 

Putin’s Foreign Policy 

Putin’s geopolitical resume contains a number of marginal successes, including the 2008 invasion and de facto annexation 

of portions of Georgia, propping up fellow strongman Bashar Al-Assad in the Syrian Civil War in 2015, and annexing 

Crimea and occupying the Donbas in eastern Ukraine in the aftermath of the 2014 Maidan Revolution. 

But upon closer inspection, these foreign military operations yielded more long-term pain than short-term gain. Since 

being invaded, Georgia aspires to join the European Union and NATO, and the Al-Assad regime remains on Russian life 

support in the midst of Syria’s ongoing war. 

The Maidan Revolution was uniquely important not only because it represented Ukrainian rejection of Russian neo-

colonialism, but it also signified a strategic defeat of Russian soft power by Western values. Ukrainians chose democracy, 

rule of law, and free markets over political coercion and corruption. 

In the next eight years, Ukraine slowly decoupled from its traditional Russian/Soviet orbit and gravitated politically, 

economically, and militarily toward the West. 

Lack of Foresight 

By 2022, Putin could no longer stomach his failure to reign in what he viewed as a wayward vassal state. Depleted of soft 

power resources, Putin’s military invaded Ukraine on February 24 under the faulty pretext that Kyiv was a “gang of drug 

addicts and neo-Nazis,” among other outlandish claims. 
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In the four and a half months of largely stalemated war against a vastly inferior military, Putin’s invasion has created tens 

of thousands of casualties of war, hundreds of rape and torture victims, displaced and traumatized families, and 

exponential growth of anti-Russian sentiment. 

Politically, Putin’s invasion has reaped unprecedented economic sanctions against the Russian Federation and laid bare 

the numerous vulnerabilities of a highly overrated Russian military while shattering the myth of its invincibility. 

His grueling war of attrition underlies a complete lack of strategic foresight and is likely to achieve precisely what Putin 

sought to prevent. 

Historically neutral states Sweden and Finland applied for NATO membership in May and are expected to be approved 

by all member countries. Upon approval of Finland’s membership, Russian-NATO borders will have doubled, to 1,584 

miles. 

In a war that has no clear military objectives, Putin cannot afford protracted hostilities. Unfortunately for him, this 

prospect is gaining traction as frontlines become increasingly static. 

Although numbers are likely higher due to the fog of war, respected open-source war tracker Oryx has visually confirmed 

the loss of 4,574 Russian military vehicles, aircraft, and equipment since the war began (as of July 4). 

Most official projections put Russian soldiers killed in action somewhere between 25,000 and 35,000, in less than five 

months of fighting. Given these considerations, the Russian war effort is becoming increasingly unsustainable in the mid- 

to long-term. 

Desperation 

Since the invasion, Putin’s reputation as a master tactician has all but fizzled. In this time, the Russian military has been 

exposed for the overstretched, ill-equipped, and incompetent Soviet throwback it is. 

Ukrainian forces have time and again proven their tactical superiority, having ambushed and decimated more heavily 

armed Russian units in Bucha, Kyiv, Hostomel, Kharkiv, Irpin, Sumy, and Trostyanets. 

Putin’s recent gains in the Donbas have been marginal at best. Military objectives he failed to achieve through basic 

battlefield competence have been secured with brute force and scorched earth tactics. 

These actions are not indicative of strategic military planning, but rather desperation.  

Not only has Putin exposed the Russian military’s tactical and operational shortcomings, his ill-advised invasion has united 

the West against Russia at unprecedented levels. 

Western arms supplies to the Ukrainian army have totaled in the tens of billions of dollars with no sign of letting up. 

The West is also working to wean itself from dependence on Russian fossil fuels. In the long run, such a move will likely 

have serious consequences for Russia’s undiversified economy, which relies heavily on Western purchases of its oil and 

natural gas. 

Thus far, Putin has only achieved pyrrhic victories in Ukraine. As Russian resources dwindle and the economy constricts, 

Mr. Putin will eventually need more than leveled cities to invigorate domestic support for the war, not only for the general 

populace but also for the ruling elite. 

Tucked safely away in the Kremlin, Putin has fostered a climate of ruthless realpolitik where failure is not tolerated. If the 

war in Ukraine continues on its current trajectory, Vladimir Putin may fall victim to the very culture he created. (Andrew 

Leonard in TheDefensePost). 
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Putin Holds Mysterious Meeting as Rumors Swirl of Russia-Belarus Unifying - Putin has scheduled an 

operational meeting with members of the Russian Security Council, as rumors swirl that Russia and Belarus are moving 

toward a unification process. 

"On Friday, the president will hold an operational meeting with the permanent members of the Security Council in the 

middle of the day or in the afternoon—it will depend on other events," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov was quoted 

by Russia's state-run news agency TASS as saying. 

It will mark Putin's second operational meeting with the Security Council this month. The state agency last convened on 

July 1, when members focused on "the performance of the defense industry," according to the Kremlin. 

The latest meeting comes more than four months into Putin's war against Ukraine, which began late February, and shortly 

after the Russian leader ordered a pause in the invasion, to allow his troops to rest, "build up strength" and "increase 

their combat capabilities." 

Russian political scientist and publicist Andrei Piontkovsky said in an interview with TSN.ua that Putin may, during Friday's 

meeting, sign a "pact to unite" Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. 

Piontkovsky said he believes that Putin will use former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych to sign such a document. 

Yanukovych fled to Russia in 2014, the year Putin annexed Crimea from Ukraine. On March 2, just days after the war 

began, Ukrayinska Pravda cited a Ukrainian intelligence official as saying that Yanukovych was in Belarus, waiting to be 

declared Ukraine's new president should Putin seize the capital Kyiv. 

"An idiotic scenario, but it may become a reality...Yanukovych's corpse will be brought from somewhere. And then the 

three great Slavic presidents—Putin, Lukashenko and Yanukovych—will sign a pact on the unification of the three great 

Slavic states," Piontkovsky said, without providing evidence for his claims. 

Putin said during a bilateral forum in the Belarusian city of Grodno on July 1 that the Western response to his war in 

Ukraine is pushing Russia and Belarus toward unification. 

"Unprecedented political and sanctions pressure from the collective West is pushing Russia and Belarus to speed up the 

unification process," Putin said. "After all, it is easier to minimize the damage from illegal sanctions, it is easier to master 

the production of demanded products, develop new competencies and expand cooperation with friendly countries. 

China 

China Growth Slows Sharply, Putting GDP Target Out of Reach - China’s economy grew at the slowest pace 

since the country was first hit by the coronavirus outbreak two years ago, making Beijing’s growth target for the year 

increasingly unattainable as economists downgrade their forecasts further. 

The 0.4% expansion in gross domestic product reported for the three months to June, when dozens of cities including 

Shanghai and Changchun imposed lockdowns, was the second weakest ever recorded. Goldman Sachs promptly cut its 

full-year growth forecast to 3.3%, saying the figures suggest Covid lockdowns last quarter took a heavier-than-expected 

toll on the economy. 

The slowdown means Beijing will miss its GDP target of about 5.5% by a wide margin this year, the first time that’s likely 

to happen. The government didn’t set a target in 2020, during the first wave of the coronavirus outbreak, and only missed 

it slightly by 0.2 percentage point in 1998. 
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The impact of this development shouldn’t be lost on Russia in its plight to seek assistance in its war against Ukraine. 

Chinese growth slowing as it has, puts them (China) at risk of societal upheaval as rural labor drafted into urban 

manufacturing zones will more than likely be retrenched. 

This labor element, predominantly non-Han Chinese nationals, entirely depends on this income to transmit back to their 

rural families. 

Interruption in this money supply is a great anxiety of the Chinese authorities as the one thing they fear most is another 

revolution or uprising. 

Supporting Putin will lead to further Western sanctions, driving Chinese GDP achievement even lower, exacerbating an 

already precarious financial situation.  

China cannot afford to, and more than likely will not, precipitate Western angst and reaction to any Russian assistance. 

BRI Impacts? 

China’s BRI (Belt and Road Initiative) sees it engage multiple countries in bi-lateral agreements of varying sorts. The US 

and Japan, amongst other countries do not participate in BRI because, among other reasons, they view bi-lateral as 

opposed to multi-lateral agreements as being undesirable and too one-sided in China’s favor. 

Belarus, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Kenya, Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Tunisia are all Member 

States of BRI, where traditional debt crisis signs of crashing currencies, 1,000 basis point bond spreads and burned FX 

reserves point to all these developing nations now in trouble. 

Lebanon, Sri Lanka, Russia, Suriname and Zambia are already in default, Belarus is on the brink and at least another dozen 

are in the danger zone as rising borrowing costs, inflation and debt all stoke fears of economic collapse. 

Totting up the cost is eyewatering. Using 1,000 basis point bond spreads as a pain threshold, analysts calculate $400 

billion of debt is in play. Argentina has by far the most at over $150 billion, while the next in line are Ecuador and Egypt 

with $40 billion-$45 billion. 

Crisis veterans hope many can still dodge default, especially if global markets calm and the IMF rows in with support, but 

these are the countries at risk. 

Accepted that not every negative member state economic sign is solely attributable to BRI membership, but it is telling 

for countries joining BRI, accepting investments from China in return for joining and then signing onerous and punitive 

bi-lateral agreements, that they have such a high preponderance for financial failure. 

China, when confronted with a defaulting nation, resorts to its contractual language, and takes control of various 

elements of that country’s assets. This way China inserts itself, slowly, quietly and ominously into positions of control 

over strategic minerals and materials as well as global power options such as harbors and transportation systems. 

Containment 

Ukraine Official Names Three ‘Components’ Needed to Defeat Russia - Ukrainian presidential advisor Mykhailo 

Podolyak has identified three “components” Kyiv needs to deter Russia’s continued aggression: HIMARS, heavy artillery 

on the frontline, and armored personnel carriers. 

His statement comes nearly five months after Russian President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine. 

Through a Twitter post, the official said that the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) is crucial for defending 

forces, allowing high-precision targeting of Russian bases and logistics. 



 

14 
 

Last month, the US sent HIMARS advanced multiple rocket systems to Kyiv. The weapon system has a maximum range of 

50 miles (80 kilometers). 

Ukrainian Minister of Defense Oleksii Reznikov said that the platform has proven to be a “game-changer” in the 

continuing conflict. 

The weapon was used to great effect in a recent encounter with Russian troops in the northeastern town of Izyum. 

Apart from the HIMARS, Podolyak said that Ukraine needs heavy artillery on the frontline to destroy enemy trenches 

and break up infantry attacks. 

In June, Ukraine said it had deployed the Panzerhaubitze 2000s (armored howitzer 2000) from Germany. 

The delivery marks the latest supply of long-range, precision weapons Kyiv has called for since the beginning of the war. 

The third component, according to the presidential advisor, is armored personnel carriers to be used as “breakthrough 

fists.” 

Before the invasion was launched, the Ukrainian military took delivery of 44 locally-produced Kozak-2M1 armored 

vehicles for secure troop transport during military operations. 

Australia also sent the first four of 14 M113AS4 Armored Personnel Carriers to Ukraine in response to a request for more 

vehicles to assist in the country’s resistance. 

US Soldiers Demonstrate Close Quarters Battle Readiness in Romania - Soldiers from the US 101st Airborne 

Division demonstrated their close quarters battle (CQB) readiness during a recent military exercise in Romania. 

During the drill, participants showcased their ability to secure every room in a building and allow additional forces to gain 

forward movement on the battlefield. 

Infantry officer 1st Lt. Ethan Lund said that CQB training is essential as threats continue in urban environments. 

“It seems that a lot of the warfare today is moving away from the rural environment and more into that urban building 

close quarters style fighting,” he stated. 

Lund is hoping to incorporate other NATO allies in future training to refine standard operating procedures and bring 

countries together. 

“That way if we paired in a future large-scale combat operation, then we would be able to go into a building, clear, and 

secure the building with foreign allies,” he remarked. 

RAF Chief Says UK Drone Swarms Ready for Battle 

- The RAF drone swarms have shown “enormous 

operational potential to confuse and overwhelm an 

adversary’s air defenses,” UK Military Chief of Staff Sir 

Mike Wigston said. 

Wingston based his assessment on three years of testing, 

in which the RAF trialed five different drones in 13 

different experiments with varying payloads, platforms, 

and control systems. 

Based on these tests, the RAF declared its current fleet of drones “operationally useful” in March. Wingston added that 

the service is now focusing on “systems that can be operationalized much more quickly.” 
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Results from the Mosquito program, the RAF’s previous combat drone program, will be used to further modify the current 

drone swarms. 

“The work has been challenging, but we have learnt and gained a huge amount from our Mosquito programme around 

digital design and novel manufacturing techniques,” Wigston said at the Global Air & Space Chiefs’ Conference 2022 on 

July 14. 

The UK military is “exploring new models of capability delivery and accelerated production ‘when we need them’ rather 

than ‘in case we need them’ from the twin jet 3D-printed Pizookie, to commercially-available large drones fitted with 

novel payloads, to large quadcopters,” he said. 

Afraid Of Ukrainian Missiles, The Russians Are Chaining Air-Defense Vehicles To Ships - The Russian navy’s 

Black Sea Fleet still is strapping Tor air-defense vehicles to at least one of its corvettes, clearly hoping to protect the 

warship from Ukrainian anti-ship missiles. 

While not as desperate as it might appear at first glance—the M2KM model of the basic Tor system is meant for shipborne 

use—it’s debatable whether strapping on the Tor actually helps in combat conditions. The Ukrainians have knocked out 

a bunch of the vehicles, including at least one aboard a ship. 

Photos circulated online on Wednesday depicting a 308-foot Project 22160 patrol ship—one of four in service with the 

Black Sea Fleet—sailing near Sevastopol with a Tor-M2KM chained to its helicopter deck. 

A Tor is a self-contained system with its own generator, radars and missiles. Weighing as little as 15 tons, it’s suitable as 

an add-on for ships lacking major organic air-defenses. The Black Sea Fleet back in 2017 tested a Tor-M2KM aboard one 

of its frigates. 

Which is to say, the Russians aren’t improvising when they roll a Tor onto a ship. That’s been the plan for years. But that 

doesn’t mean the plan works. 

The Black Sea Fleet paints over its vessels’ hull numbers in order to complicate efforts to track the ships, so it’s hard to 

say for sure whether the gun-armed Project 22160 in the recent photo is the same vessel that packed a parked Tor in 

photos from early June. 

In any event, it’s obvious why the Black Sea Fleet would pair patrol ships and Tors. After losing the missile cruiser Moskva 

to a pair of Ukrainian Neptune missiles back in April, the Black Sea Fleet is down to just two air-defense vessels, both of 

them Admiral Grigorovich-class frigates, each with 24 Buk medium-range surface-to-air missiles. 

To save the frigates from suffering the same fate as Moskva, the fleet generally keeps the vessels a hundred miles or so 

from the Ukrainian coast. That’s too far for Ukraine’s Neptune and Harpoon anti-ship missiles. But it’s also too far for the 

frigates with their 30-mile Buks to offer much protection to smaller, more lightly armed vessels patrolling closer to the 

coast. 

The Black Sea Fleet’s surviving patrol boats, support ships, landing vessels and corvettes are on their own as they ply the 

waters of the western Black Sea, where the Russians are struggling to maintain a blockade of Ukraine’s grain ports. While 

Odesa, Ukraine’s biggest port, remains closed, cargo ships have begun moving grain from inland ports via the Danube 

River Canal. 

The Russian Naval Command is also keenly aware of Ukraine’s receipt of sophisticated anti-ship missile systems, which 

saw them move their fleet back 60 miles out to sea to avoid further losses, leading to their evacuating Snake Island as 

the presence of their vessels in the island neighborhood exposed them to the dangers of being struck by these new 

weapons. 
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Ukraine Receives Powerful Rocket Launcher as Russia Worries About Weapons – We reported in yesterday’s 

Update about the newly-supplied M270 weapons systems arriving in Ukraine. 

M270 MLRS are self-propelled, multiple rocket 

launchers. According to Military.com, the 

systems are designed to produce "a large 

volume of firepower in a very short time against 

critical, time-sensitive targets." It is capable of 

firing 12 rounds of rockets in 40 seconds and is 

said to be highly mobile. CNN reported Thursday 

that the U.K.'s MLRS are even more powerful 

than the U.S.-supplied M142 High Mobility 

Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), which have 

already proved to be a valuable weapon for 

Ukraine in its fight against Russian forces. 

Igor Korotchenko, a prominent Russian military 

expert, recently spoke during an appearance on 

a Kremlin-run television station about how the arrival of additional heavy weaponry from the West could affect the war. 

"The scale of additional Western arms deliveries will seriously complicate our success of conducting our special military 

operation," he said, according to translated subtitles on a tweet posted by journalist and Russian propaganda expert Julia 

Davis. 

While discussing the plan last month to ship M270 MLRS, UK Defense Secretary Ben Wallace said the launchers should 

go a long way in helping Zelensky's forces. 

"These highly capable multiple-launch rocket systems will enable our Ukrainian friends to better protect themselves 

against the brutal use of long-range artillery, which Putin's forces have used indiscriminately to flatten cities," Wallace 

said, according to the BBC. 

In his Friday Twitter post, Reznikov wrote that the long-range "family" of Ukraine's Army "has been enlarged" with the 

arrival of the first MLRS M270, and that "they will be good company for HIMARS on the battlefield." 

Geopolitics 

EU formally accepts Croatia as 20th eurozone member - European Union finance ministers on Tuesday (12 July) 

formally approved Croatia becoming the 20th member of the euro common currency at the start of 2023. 

The European Council, the grouping of 27 EU governments, adopted three legal acts required to allow Croatia – an EU 

member since 2013 – to introduce the euro on 1 January. 

One of those acts set the conversion rate for entry at one euro to 7.53450 Croatian kuna, with Croatia now having a few 

months to prepare the practicalities for the currency switch. 

To adopt the euro, Croatia had to fulfil criteria of price and exchange rate stability, sound public finances and moderate 

long-term interest rates, all measured against EU benchmarks. 

The European Commission also examined Croatia’s economic convergence with the rest of the eurozone, including 

balance of payments trends and the integration of its labour and financial markets, and verified that Croatian legislation 

is compatible with EU laws governing the European Central Bank. 
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Croatia, in southeastern Europe, has been an independent country since 1991 when it left then-federal Yugoslavia. 

Neighboring Slovenia, also an ex-Yugoslav republic and now EU member, adopted the euro in 2007. 

“Adopting the euro is not a race, but a responsible political decision,” said Zbynek Stanjura, finance minister of the Czech 

Republic, which holds the current six-month rotating presidency of the European Union. 

Swiss Warm to NATO, EU Security Links - The Swiss are increasingly warming towards greater security cooperation 

with NATO and the EU following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, while fewer believe neutrality protects Switzerland, a survey 

out Thursday showed. 

An unprecedented 52% favor moving Switzerland closer to the Western alliance, though only 27 percent want to join. 

35% now think joining a European defensive grouping would increase security more than maintaining neutrality — up 12 

percent since January 2021. 

The Swiss military academy and the Centre for Security Studies — both attached to ETH Zurich university — publish an 

annual survey of public opinion on foreign, security, and defense policy issues, to evaluate long-term trends. 

The “Security 2022” study was conducted in January, but the LINK polling institute also interviewed 1,003 voters by 

telephone between May 30 and June 17 following Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine. 

Switzerland’s long-standing position has been armed neutrality and the landlocked state has mandatory conscription for 

men. 

NY National Guard to Join South African Forces in 2022 Shared Accord - The New York Army National Guard 

will deploy 45 personnel to participate in a two-week Shared Accord exercise with the South African National Defense 

Force (SANDF) in South Africa as part of the State Partnership Program. 

Shared Accord is a biannual training event held to enhance operational skills and partnership between the United States 

and African countries. 

The drill, led by US Southern European Task Force – Africa, will include soldiers from the US Army and Army Reserves 

Army. 

This year’s exercise will include field training and medical readiness exercises. Participants will be stationed at dental, 

health care, and veterinary sites in Empangeni, Mtubatuba, and Richards Bay, uMhlathuze. 

“The New York Army National Guard, the Reserves and the US Army are extremely excited to reinvigorate our partnership 

now that the COVID pandemic has subsided,“ deputy director of Shared Accord New York Army National Guard Col. 

Christopher Cronin said. 

“Even more rewarding is the special opportunity during this iteration of Shared Accord to partner with the SANDF to 

provide vital health education and treatment,” Cronin added. 

The State Partnership Program is a product of the 1991 US European Command decision, which initially focused on the 

Joint Contact Team Program for Baltic Region forces. The program has 85 partnerships and 92 participating countries 

today. 

 


