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Conflict Update # 81 

June 5th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Ukrainian counterattacks in 

Severodonetsk recaptured large parts of 

the city and forced Russian troops out of the 

southern suburbs of the city. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

converge on Slovyansk from the southeast of 

Izyum and west of Lyman but remain unlikely 

to make notable advances around Slovyansk 

due to their continued prioritization of 

Severodonetsk. 

Ukrainian troops reportedly conducted 

limited and localized counterattacks north of 

Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces continued to hold their 

defensive lines and fire at Ukrainian 

positions along the Southern Axis. 

Ukrainian forces likely killed Russian 

Major General Roman Kutuzov near 

Popasna.  

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces continued efforts to advance 

toward Slovyansk from Izyum and made 

limited, unsuccessful attacks on June 5. The 

Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

ground assaults on Bohorodychne and 

Dovhenke, 35 and 25 km southeast of Izyum, 

respectively. Russian forces are additionally 

making incremental advances to the northwest of Lyman around Svyatohirsk, about 30 kilometers directly north of 

Slovyansk, and reportedly advanced to within 15 km of Slovyansk. The Russian effort in this area is likely intended to link 

advances southeast of Izyum with Russian operations to the north and west of Lyman, with both axes converging on 

Slovyansk. However, Russian forces remain unlikely to make notable advances on this front as Russian troops continue 

to prioritize Severodonetsk at the expense of other lines of effort. 
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Ukrainian forces conducted further counterattacks in 

Severodonetsk on June 5, halting Russian advances and 

recapturing large areas of the city. Head of the Luhansk 

Regional State Administration Serhiy Haidai stated that 

Ukrainian forces have recaptured 70% of Severodonetsk 

from Russian forces in the last two days and that Russian 

forces now only control the eastern outskirts of the city.  

A Russian Telegram channel additionally stated that a 

limited Ukrainian counterattack pushed Russian troops 

out of Syrotne and Lisna Dacha, villages on the southern 

outskirts of Severodonetsk. Russian forces continued to 

carry out artillery, mortar, and MLRS strikes to support 

operations in Severodonetsk, Lysychansk, Toshkivka, and 

Ustynivka. Ukrainian counterattacks in Severodonetsk will 

likely force Russian commanders to commit additional 

degraded units and equipment to the area to halt successful 

Ukrainian efforts to roll back gains Russian forces took over 

a week to secure. 

Russian forces continued air, artillery, and ground attacks to 

the east of Bakhmut but did not make any confirmed 

advances on June 5. UGS reported that Russian forces 

transferred 20 units of unspecified weapons and military 

equipment to replenish losses in the Bakhmut area, 

indicating that Russian forces are sustaining casualties in 

their continued efforts to gain control of ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to the northeast of Bakhmut. Russian 

forces continued ground assaults on the eastern arc of Bakhmut in Bilohorivka, Mykailivka, and Dolomitne. The Russian 

grouping in the Donetsk City-Avdiivka area did not engage in any confirmed advances on June 5. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces are reportedly fighting to hold their occupied positions north of 

Kharkiv City following limited Ukrainian counterattacks on June 5.  

A Russian Telegram channel claimed that Ukrainian forces launched a counterattack against Russian positions in northern 

Kharkiv Oblast and that Ukrainian forces are attempting to advance in Tsupivka, Turove, Velyki Prokhody, Ternova, 
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Rubizhne (the Rubizhne in Kharkiv Oblast, not in 

Luhansk) and Staryi Saltiv. ISW cannot 

independently confirm if Ukrainian forces 

recaptured these locations or are currently 

contesting them. However, Ukrainian forces likely 

seek to take advantage of the Russian focus on 

Severodonetsk to make prudent counterattacks in 

other sectors. Russian forces continued artillery 

strikes against Kharkiv City and its environs and fired 

on Tsyrkuny, Derhachi, Ruski and Cherkasy Tyshky, 

Staryi Saltiv, and Kozacha Lopan. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian 

forces continued to hold their defensive lines and 

fire on Ukrainian positions along the Southern Axis 

on June 5. UGS reported that Russian forces mined 

the bank of the Inhulets River in anticipation of 

Ukrainian counteroffensives in Kherson Oblast, 

indicating that Russian troops are feeling the 

pressure of recent localized Ukrainian 

counterattacks along the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast 

border. Russian troops continued unsuccessful 

ground assaults in northern Kherson around 

Vysokopillya and Kochubeivka and intensively fired 

on the line of contact in Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, 

and Mykolaiv Oblasts. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian 

occupation authorities continued efforts to strengthen bureaucratic, societal, and economic control of occupied areas 

but did not make any major changes on June 5. Advisor to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andryushchenko claimed that 

the occupation administration in Mariupol continues to fail to provide basic social services for citizens and that the city 

is still facing widespread restrictions on water access. 

Ukrainian forces continued to conduct limited and localized but successful counterattacks against Russian 

positions throughout Ukraine on June 5, including retaking large areas of Severodonetsk—the city in Luhansk Oblast the 

Kremlin has concentrated the majority of its forces on capturing. A Russian Telegram channel claimed that Ukrainian 

troops launched a counterattack north of Kharkiv City, indicating that Ukrainian forces continue to pressure Russian 

defensive lines near the Russian border.  

Ukrainian forces are likely seeking to leverage the continued Russian focus on Severodonetsk to conduct counterattacks 

on other axes of advance. Even as Russian forces continue to pour equipment and troops into the Severodonetsk-

Lysychansk area, Ukrainian forces have conducted a successful counterattack in Severodonetsk in the last 48 hours and 

pushed Russian troops back to the eastern outskirts of the city and out of southern settlements.  

Ukrainian counteroffensive pressure will likely continue to draw the attention of Russian forces to Luhansk Oblast and 

therefore leave vulnerabilities in Russian defensive efforts in Kharkiv Oblast and along the Southern Axis. The ability of 

Ukrainian forces to successfully counterattack in Severodonetsk, the Kremlin’s current priority area of operations, further 

indicates the declining combat power of Russian forces in Ukraine. 
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Ukrainian forces reportedly killed Russian Major General Roman Kutuzov on June 5. Russian Telegram 

channels reported that Kutuzov was killed near Mykolaivka, Luhansk Oblast (near Popasna) on June 5. Kutuzov likely 

commanded the Donetsk People’s Republic’s 1st Army Corps at the time of his death, though ISW cannot confirm his 

exact position. Some sources reported that Kutuzov commanded the 5th Combined Arms Army (CAA) at the time of his 

death, but we assess this is likely incorrect—Kutuzov served as acting commander of the 5th CAA from 2017 to 2019, and 

Major General Alexei Vladimirovich Podilov currently commands the 5th CAA.  

High-level Russian commanders have taken remarkably high losses during combat in Ukraine, and will likely continue to 

do so as the Russian command continues to deploy military leadership directly to the frontline. Kutuzov’s death has not 

yet been confirmed but would be at least the seventh death of a general in Ukraine since the beginning of the war. 

Russian forces conducted their first missile strike against Kyiv in over a month on June 5. Advisor to the 

Ukrainian Ministry of Defense Vadym Denysenko stated that Russian forces fired five X-22 cruise missiles from a Tu-95 

aircraft at Kyiv from the direction of the Caspian Sea that hit the Darnytsia Rail Car Repair Plant on the outskirts of Kyiv. 

The Russian Ministry of Defense claimed that this strike targeted T-72 tanks supplied to Ukraine by other Eastern 

European countries, but images of the target area confirm that the missiles hit the Darnytsia plant. It is unclear if Russian 

forces intended to strike foreign-provided Ukrainian tanks and missed, or if the Kremlin is attempting to obfuscate its 

intended target. This attack on Kyiv likely indicates that Russian forces are continuing to target Ukrainian infrastructure 

in non-critical areas of Ukraine in order to disrupt Ukrainian logistics as Russian forces take considerable losses in Donbas. 

Russian military bloggers continued to reckon with overarching struggles in Russian force generation on 

June 5. Russian milblogger Alexander Khodakovsky accused “screamers in the guise of patriots” of hypocritically calling 

for general mobilization while at the same time discrediting the Russian military leadership and driving away those who 

would voluntarily take up arms for Russia.  

Khodakovsky blamed the pervasive public discourse on general mobilization for making people overthink and 

subsequently become less willing to enter military service, thereby forcing Russian military command closer to actually 

needing to announce general mobilization. Khodakovsky suggested that this discourse is setting Russia up for a long war 

in Ukraine and that Russian authorities have been positioned to take the blame for losses.  

Russian war journalist Alexander Sladkov claimed that the Russian grouping in Ukraine is an ”exclusively professional 

army” not staffed by conscripts, while simultaneously calling for the removal of health requirements for rear and combat 

specialties in order to mobilize those who should be medically disqualified. These and other comments by Russian military 

specialists indicate the Russian military community is increasingly aware of issues in sustaining mobilization efforts and 

different actors are seeking to apportion blame as Russian operations continue to stall. 

UK says Russia using separatist forces in eastern Ukraine - Ukrainian forces in the contested eastern city of 

Sieverodonetsk have been facing off against Russian-led Separatist Forces originating from Luhansk, the U.K.’s Ministry 

of Defence said. 

The ministry said these forces are poorly equipped and trained and lack heavy equipment, as compared with regular 

Russian units. It said using proxy troops is a Russian tactic that was previously seen in Syria and suggests a desire to limit 

casualties among Moscow’s own forces. 

Impacts 

Ukraine military intelligence claims Russia dependent on Western tech - The GUR said US-made electronics 

were found in Russian Pantsir air defense systems, Ka-52 Alligator attack helicopters and Kh-101 cruise missiles. 
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The Main Directorate of Intelligence (GUR), Ukraine's military intelligence service, claimed last Tuesday in a post on its 

official website that it had obtained evidence that invading Russian forces are using microchips made in the United States. 

According to the post, US-made electronics were found in Russian Pantsir air defense systems, Ka-52 Alligator attack 

helicopters and Kh-101 cruise missiles. 

According to Howard Altman of The War Zone, who received component lists from the directorate, Ukrainians found 

microchips manufactured by AMD, Rochester Electronics, Texas Instruments and Linear Technology in a Pantsir air 

defense system, and at least 35 additional US-made chips were found in a Kh-101 cruise missile. 

Russian Regional Parliament Building Set Ablaze in Siberian City – A fire broke out next to the regional 

parliament in Tyumen, Russia, with images shared on social media showing thick black smoke spreading across the center 

of the Siberian city. 

Responders arrived at around 8.30 a.m. Saturday local time at the car depot building of the Tyumen Regional Duma, 

which is adjacent to a prison in the city located around 1,000 miles east of Moscow. 

The blaze covered an area of around 16,000 square feet and took around two hours to be extinguished and required 70 

responders, according to the regional branch of Russia's emergency situations ministry. 

Macron: Putin made a 'historic, fundamental' mistake - French President Emmanuel Macron said on Friday that 

his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin had made a "historic and fundamental mistake" by attacking Ukraine and that he 

was now "isolated". 

"I think -- and I told him -- that he made a historic and fundamental mistake for his people, for himself and for history," 

Macron said on the 100th day of the conflict, in an interview with a French regional outlet. 

"He isolated himself. It is one thing to isolate oneself -- knowing how to get out of it is difficult," Emmanuel Macron also 

stressed. 

The French president repeated that it was necessary "not to humiliate Russia" -- words that were very badly received in 

Eastern Europe -- "so that the day the fighting stops, we can build a way out through diplomatic channels". 

Pressed to go to Kyiv, while many of his European counterparts have already been there, he said he was "not excluding 

anything" at this time. 

"We want to increase financial and military support to Ukraine. And finally, to do everything to get the grain out of 

Ukraine," he added, contradicting Putin, for whom the export of grain was "not a problem". 

Putin 

Russia Hits Kyiv With Missiles; Putin Warns West on Arms - Russia took aim Sunday at Western military supplies 

for Ukraine, launching airstrikes on Kyiv it claimed destroyed tanks donated from abroad, as Vladimir Putin warned that 

any Western deliveries of longer-range rocket systems would prompt Moscow to hit “objects that we haven't yet struck.” 

The Russian leader's cryptic threat of military escalation did not specify what the targets might be. It came days after the 

US announced plans to deliver $700 million of security assistance for Ukraine that includes four precision-guided, 

medium-range rocket systems, as well as helicopters, Javelin anti-tank systems, radars, tactical vehicles and more. 

Military analysts say Russia hopes to overrun Ukraine's embattled eastern industrial Donbas region, where Russia-backed 

separatists have fought the Ukrainian government since 2014, before the arrival of any U.S. weapons that might turn the 

tide. The Pentagon said last week that it will take at least three weeks to get the U.S. weapons onto the battlefield. 
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In a television interview that aired Sunday, Putin lashed out at Western deliveries of weapons to Ukraine, saying they aim 

to prolong the war. 

“All this fuss around additional deliveries of weapons, in my opinion, has only one goal: to drag out the armed conflict as 

much as possible,” Putin said. He insisted such supplies were unlikely to change the military situation for Ukraine's 

government, which he said was merely making up for losses of similar rockets. 

If Kyiv gets longer-range rockets, he added, Moscow will “draw appropriate conclusions and use our means of 

destruction, which we have plenty of, in order to strike at those objects that we haven't yet struck.” 

How Russian state media narrative distorts truth about war in Ukraine - As the war in Ukraine reached its 

100-day mark, Russian state television remained silent about this landmark date. 

However, over these past few weeks, the country's pro-Kremlin outlets have consistently given Russian citizens a 

distorted view of the conflict in Ukraine and the impact of the West's sanctions. 

Sanctions 

‘Russia has no place in UNESCO,’ Zelenskyy says after destruction of cultural sites - Ukrainian President 

Zelenskyy called for Russia’s removal from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, known 

as UNESCO, after the destruction of historical monuments and cultural sites in Ukraine. 

“Russian artillery struck the Sviatohirsk Lavra in the Donetsk region again today. Destroyed the Vsikhsviatskiy Monastery. 

It was consecrated in 1912,” Zelenskyy wrote in a social media post translated by NBC News. 

“The occupiers know exactly which object is being shelled,” Zelenskyy wrote. “They know that there are no military 

targets on the territory of the Sviatohirsk Lavra. It is known that there are about 300 people fleeing hostilities, including 

60 children. But still the Russian army is shelling the laurel, like the whole Donbas. Like any other territory and any other 

object of Ukraine that can be reached. They do not care what to turn into ruins.” 

Zelenskyy said Ukraine’s parliament appealed to UNESCO to remove Russia’s membership in the organization. He added: 

“No country other than Russia has destroyed so many monuments, cultural and social sites in Europe since World War 

II.” 

“Every church burned by Russia in Ukraine, every school blown up, every destroyed memorial proves that Russia has no 

place in UNESCO,” Zelenskyy said. He added that Ukraine expects a “logical and fair response from the UN and UNESCO.” 

“It is the United Nations, and its charter does not provide for association with terrorists. Russia’s isolation must be 

complete, it must be held accountable for its crimes,” Zelenskyy said. 

Containment 

UK says Russia’s gains in eastern Ukraine have been ‘slow and costly - Russia’s war in Ukraine has dragged on 

for over 100 days, an effort the Kremlin still calls a “special military operation.” 

While Russian forces may have advanced in eastern Ukraine, the U.K. Ministry of Defence said those gains have been 

“slow and costly” as part of Moscow’s “strategy of attrition.” 

Meanwhile, the United Nations continues its work to release grain trapped in Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. The agency 

estimates 1.5 billion people are in need of the food and fertilizer stuck behind Russia’s blockade, emphasizing resuming 

exports is essential for preventing another crisis. 
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Putin, however, blames “short-sighted” Western policy for the state of global food and energy markets. He also pushed 

off blame, saying the food crisis began with the coronavirus pandemic and not Russia’s “special military operation.” 

Moscow threatens to strike 'decision-making centers' if US rockets used - Moscow will have "no choice" but 

to strike at "decision-making centres" - which may mean outside of Ukraine - if Kyiv uses long-range missiles received 

from the US against Russian territory, Dmitry Medvedev has warned. 

The former Russian president and current deputy head of the Russian Security Council made the comments in an 

interview with Qatari TV channel Al Jazeera on Friday, in which he also invoked the "Horsemen of the Apocalypse". 

"If these types of weapons are used against Russian territories, the armed forces of our country will have no choice but 

to act to defeat decision-making centres," he said, according to translated comments from state-owned news agency 

TASS. 

"Everyone understands what kind of centres these are – this is the Ministry of Defence, and the General Staff, and 

anything else. But you need to understand that the final decision-making centres in this case, unfortunately, are not even 

located on the territory of Kyiv. Therefore, this is certainly a threat that will need to be taken into account." 

Sweden Is Sending ‘Robot 17’ Coastal Defense Missiles To Ukraine - Sweden’s Ministry of Defense announced 

that the country would be delivering its third aid package to Ukraine, and this time around, Ukrainian forces will be 

getting the Robot 17 anti-ship missile system. Sweden’s donation of the Robot 17 is the latest example of what seems to 

be a growing willingness among allied nations to supply the Ukrainian military with more advanced weaponry. 

In addition to the Robot 17 system, the 

$102 million package includes financial 

aid for both the Ukrainian central bank’s 

fund as well as NATO’s fund for Ukrainian 

armed forces, 5,000 anti-tank launchers 

that unofficial sources have claimed to be 

AT4 light anti-armor weapons, and AG90 

rifles and ammunition. An additional 

$10.6 million will go to civilian efforts 

through the Swedish Civil Contingencies 

Agency. However, the Robot 17 system 

will likely be among the more eagerly 

anticipated aspects of the delivery. 

The Robot 17 system is a Swedish anti-ship/coastal defense derivative of the U.S.-made AGM-114 Hellfire missile and 

was first manufactured in the 1980s by Bofors Defense (now known as Saab Bofors Dynamics). While the Hellfire missile 

system was designed to neutralize armored vehicles at stand-off ranges often aboard an attack helicopter, like the AH-

64 Apache, the man-portable Robot 17 can be launched from a shoreline firing post as well as naval vessels. The missile 

itself is laser-guided with a range of roughly up to five miles, but this is likely a bit less under normal operating conditions. 

The Swedish Ministry of Defense said that the delivery of the Robot 17 was specifically requested by the Ukrainian 

government to address the increasing Russian presence in the coastal regions of southeastern Ukraine. The man-portable 

Robot 17 is ideal for protecting against amphibious invasions and is quite survivable as units can easily set up and position 

the system for firing.  

The system also has a secondary capability to attack land targets that could come in handy, as well. 
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Geopolitics 

Why Japan Is Getting Tough on Russia Now - Kishida’s response to the war in Ukraine has been surprisingly robust. 

One of the most remarkable outcomes to emerge from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is Tokyo’s tough response. The 

Japanese government of Prime Minister Kishida Fumio has imposed an unprecedented level of economic sanctions 

against Russia, fully aligned with Japan’s G7 partners, including a freezing of the assets of Russia’s Central Bank and 

individual sanctions against President Vladimir Putin himself and those close to him. The measures represent a stark 

contrast to the response following the 2014 annexation of Crimea, when the Japanese government was led by former 

Prime Minister Abe Shinzo. 

Tokyo also expelled nine Russian diplomats in April 2022 in response to revelations about mass killings in Bucha, a city 

on the outskirts of Kyiv. Tokyo’s series of tough actions have taken many Americans and Europeans – not to mentioned 

Japanese themselves – by surprise. Nor did Russia seem to have anticipated this. 

There are four major factors driving Kishida’s robust response. First, the sheer scale of Russia’s actions – the destruction 

of Ukrainian cities, the large number of civilian casualties and mounting evidence of war crimes across the country – 

makes inaction impossible. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been heavily reported in the Japanese media, with TV 

coverage daily since the aggression started. Kishida has repeatedly criticized the Russian aggression as something that 

“disrupts the very foundation of the international order.” There is no room even for the usual Russian-sympathizers to 

justify Moscow’s behavior this time. Ordinary pacifist-oriented Japanese have been shocked to see what the Russian 

forces are doing in Ukraine, and this has prompted public support for the Ukrainians. 

Second, the link between the situation in Europe and that in East Asia is at the forefront of the minds of policymakers in 

Tokyo. Kishida argues that we need to prevent the “wrong message” from being delivered to the international 

community. In his Guildhall speech in London in May 2022, Kishida argued that “The invasion of Ukraine is a challenge 

that is not confined to Europe – it is a matter for the whole world, including Asia. Japan will work together with other 

nations and take actions with resolute determination so that we would not be sending out the wrong message to the 

international community; so that using force to unilaterally change the status quo shall never be repeated.” While he did 

not refer to China by name, there is no doubt that Kishida had China and a possible Taiwan contingency in mind. 

In fact, there has been a lot of talk in Japan suggesting that Russia’s war against Ukraine would spur China to attempt to 

seize Taiwan by force. Beijing’s calculations are obviously more complicated than that; Xi Jinping needs to tread extremely 

cautiously this year ahead of the Party Congress, where he is expected to start an unprecedented third term in power. 

Moreover, Russia’s dismal military performance in Ukraine has shown how difficult it is to conduct such a major 

operation, while the high degree of unity that Europe, the United States and Japan have shown in their response is surely 

cause for concern in Beijing. 

When it comes to the link between the war in Ukraine and Asia, Tokyo’s message is clear: In return for Japan standing so 

firmly with the West on this occasion, it expects the international community, particularly Europe and the United States, 

to stand equally firmly alongside Japan should any future conflict erupt in East Asia. In this context, Tokyo has also 

reached out to other countries in Asia in a bid to get more countries on board against Russia. 

Third, Kishida’s response can also be seen as an antithesis to Abe’s reconciliatory approach to Moscow. Abe repeatedly 

avoided taking tough actions in response to Russian aggression, including the annexation of Crimea and the intervention 

in the Donbas region in 2014 and 2015, or its uses of the weapons-grade nerve agent called Novichok to kill a former spy 

in the U.K. and silence an opposition leader in Russia. 

Instead, Abe consistently prioritized relations with Russian President Vladimir Putin and tried not to antagonize Moscow, 

hoping to be able to advance negotiations on the territorial dispute over the Northern Territories and a peace treaty. 
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Simply put, Abe did not want his Russia agenda to be disrupted by what Putin was doing in other parts of the world. As a 

result, Tokyo imposed only nominal sanctions against the annexation of Crimea and took no action at all in response to 

the uses of Novichok. 

Abe remains active in Japanese politics, and he and those who are close to him represent a challenges to Kishida’s power 

base within the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). While Kishida’s commitment to strong action against Russia is 

believed to be genuine, it has, at least inadvertently, turned out to be a way to differentiate himself from Abe and 

delegitimize his predecessor’s approach to Moscow. 

Fourth, and quite importantly, his strong public support enables Kishida’ to take a tough position. A Kyodo poll in April 

shows that 73.7 percent of Japanese support tough economic sanctions against Russia, even if in incurs an economic cost 

for Japan. The overall approval rating of the government has also risen over the past few months, good news in the run-

up to the Upper House election in July. 

Looking ahead, there are two challenges that could make it increasingly difficult for the Kishida government to maintain 

its strong stance. First, the level of public and media interest in the war in Ukraine could wane over time. Indeed, signs 

are already emerging of a decline in public attention. Second, the economic cost associated with the sanctions on Russia 

will be increasingly felt by the public in the coming months, not least rising energy prices and increasing concerns about 

electricity supply during the hot summer months. Public opinion could shift at any time. 

This Could Be the Next Big War That Grips the Entire World - The ongoing war between Israel and Iran across 

the Middle East came out of the shadows and into the open long ago. But now, on the back of several suspected Israeli 

attacks inside Iran itself, the deadly contest threatens to escalate—possibly beyond the region. 

Last week, several quadcopter drones smashed into a suspected Iranian nuclear research and drone facility at Parchin, 

killing one engineer. Mere days before, two assassins on motorbikes shot dead an Iranian military colonel in the heart of 

Tehran. In February, several drones hit an Iranian unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) base in the west of the country at 

Kermanshah. Although never officially taking responsibility, various unsubtle hints by Israeli officials and media reports 

have left little doubt as to the provenance of these attacks. 

This is all part of what the Israeli government, just under a year in power, has come to describe as its “Octopus Doctrine,” 

a new and risky expansion of its campaign against Iran’s military and nuclear capabilities. 

If in years past Israel did hit inside Iran, it was done covertly—usually through spies and cyber-attacks—and almost always 

targeted Iranian nuclear scientists and facilities. For almost a decade, too, Israel made no secret of its campaign of 

airstrikes, primarily inside Syria, against Iranian-allied militias and weapons shipments. 

But now, Israeli officials openly describe a “new defense strategy,” as one termed it to The Daily Beast, aimed at the 

“head” of the octopus in Iran, and not just its “tentacles” across the region in places like Syria, Lebanon, Gaza and Iraq. 

More concretely, Israel’s National Security Council “sharpened” an existing travel warning on Monday for Turkey, 

assessing that there was a “high level of risk” and “tangible threat” against Israelis on the part of Iranian operatives inside 

the country. 

In a highly unusual move, Israeli authorities reportedly contacted 100 citizens thought to be specific targets and asked 

them to return home. Not to be outdone, an Iranian regime-affiliated media outlet published the names of five former 

Israeli military intelligence officers (and current tech executives) who are allegedly on Tehran’s hit list. 

“There is increasing concern in the security establishment regarding Iranian efforts to attack Israeli targets around the 

world,” the National Security Council added in its warning, emphasizing other countries surrounding Iran and tying it 

directly to the fallout from the IRGC colonel’s killing. 
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Over the past three decades, Iran—and Hezbollah in particular—have struck Israeli and Jewish targets in Latin America, 

Eastern Europe, and Asia, including a pair of devastating truck bomb attacks in Buenos Aires in the 1990s that hit the 

Israeli embassy and a Jewish cultural center, a suicide bombing attack against Israeli holidaymakers in Bulgaria in 2012, 

and an attack the same year in New Delhi that injured an Israeli diplomat. 

Russia’s war on Ukraine could shake up global trade blocs. Here are the winners and losers - First, it was 

the pandemic. Then came the Russia-Ukraine war. With two major global crises back-to-back, there could be some lasting 

changes in supply chains and trade, experts warn. 

The war in Ukraine, in particular, has caused countries to think about the need for more dependable trading partners. 

“If the Covid-19 pandemic highlighted a need to shorten supply chains, the war in Ukraine underscores the importance 

to have reliable trading partners,” said Peter Martin, research director at commodity research firm Wood Mackenzie. 

This week, the European Union agreed to ban 90% of Russian oil imports by the end of this year. Moscow also previously 

threatened to cut off supply in retaliation. That has driven a Russian official to say the country will find other importers 

— oil purchases from China and India have already shot up this year. 

The European Union receives about 40% of its natural gas from Russian pipelines and about a quarter of that flows 

through Ukraine. 

Crucial grain exports, such as wheat, have been affected. 

Millions of tons of wheat from Ukraine, one of the world’s biggest wheat exporters, have been stuck in the country, 

unable to get to countries that need them. That’s because Russia’s military forces have been blocking the Black Sea, 

where key Ukrainian ports are. 

Trade blocs 

Martin said it’s “not the end” of globalization, but that global trade could reorganize into two or more “distinct blocs.” 

The first bloc would comprise of European Union, U.S. and their allies — who have slapped sanctions on Russia, and are 

aligned in isolating Russia, according to Martin. Those allies could include U.K. and Japan. 

Another group may be countries that will seek to straddle both sides. 

“There will be a bloc of nations like China and India that maintain trade with both the sanctioning allies and Russia – they 

could take more energy and resources from Russia but need to maintain good relations with the large economies in the 

first bloc which account for a significant proportion of their export demand,” said Martin. 

Trade routes 

“Trade routes by both land and sea and the volumes passing along them will be impacted,” Martin also said. 

Since the war started, shippers have avoided the Black Sea, where Russia’s military activity has blocked commercial 

shipping. That’s caused congestions in other ports in Europe because shippers have had to change their routes. 

“Russia’s military activity in the Black Sea, its constant attacks on Ukrainian ports, and heavy mining in the waters 

surrounding the ports make commercial shipping impossible,” Tursa wrote in a May 25 note. 

There are “no easy ways” to unblock Ukraine’s ports, he said adding that “various proposals to unblock Ukraine’s Black 

Sea access are being discussed, but none are easy or likely.” 

Ukraine is now trying to develop alternative land and river routes to export food products to other countries. 
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“Although the capacity of alternative routes is expected to increase gradually, such exports will likely be more complex 

and costly compared to the sea route. Russia’s missile strikes targeting railway infrastructure across Ukraine could further 

complicate logistics,” Tursa said. 

Winners and losers 

Any diversion as a result of changes to global trade would cause some economies to benefit, such as Southeast Asia, Latin 

America and Africa, according to Martin. 

“Exports will ... be diverted requiring new markets to be found for goods and services, and logistics put in place to 

accommodate the new trade flows,” he said. 

“Russia will likely be the biggest loser as, although it can pivot some trade links, it will become excluded from a large 

proportion of the global economy,” Martin said. 

The lockdowns in China, the world’s manufacturing hub, have also contributed to the turmoil experienced by the shipping 

and trade industry. 

“What we are expecting to see in the coming times is clearly a lower reliance on the Big East-West trade routes between 

China and Europe, as well as China and the U.S. That’s typically the stretches where you have mega vessels calling 

anything between two and five stops in China,” said Christian Roeloffs, founder and CEO of container booking firm 

Container xChange. 

Routes could change and may benefit some Southeast Asia countries such as Vietnam, where more companies are 

already manufacturing their goods. 

On the other hand, places like Singapore — where ships commonly pass through on the way to the U.S. —could lose out, 

he added, explaining that Singapore may be bypassed as shippers go from the emerging manufacturing hubs of Vietnam 

and Cambodia directly to the U.S. West Coast. 

“Some companies are starting to produce closer to home in order to limit delivery delays due to plant closures, reduced 

labor supplies, and other factors,” said Jason McMann, head of geopolitical risk analysis for Morning Consult. 

They may also shift to maintaining larger inventories “as a cushion against future disruptions,” as opposed to having 

shorter supply chains, he added. 


