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Conflict Update # 113 

July 7th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Russian Ministry of Defense announced that 

Russian forces are conducting an operational pause 

to rest and reconstitute. 

Russian forces continued efforts to advance 

toward Slovyansk from the southeast of Izyum and 

may be setting conditions to advance from the 

southeast of Barvinkove—either toward Slovyansk or 

toward Kramatorsk. 

Russian forces made marginal gains to the 

southeast of Siversk and continued offensive 

operations west of the Lysychansk area. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations 

to the south and east of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces conducted a limited and 

unsuccessful attack north of Kharkiv City. 

Ukrainian partisans are likely continuing to target 

Russian-controlled railways around Melitopol. 

Russian oblasts are continuing to create their own 

ad hoc volunteer units to compensate for personnel 

losses in Ukraine. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk - Russian forces continued 

offensive operations near the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border toward Slovyansk on July 7. The Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) reported that enemy forces conducted an unsuccessful assault on Bohorodychne, about 20 km northwest of 

Slovyansk. They also shelled several settlements northwest of Slovyansk, including Sulyhivka, Adamivka, Krasnopillya, 

Mazanivka, Dibrovne, and Dolyna, and additionally conducted limited artillery strikes to the south of Barvinkove and fired 

on Nikopol and Novopavlivka.  

These strikes may suggest that they are seeking to bypass Barvinkove to the east and either move toward the E40 Izyum-

Slovyansk highway to advance southeast toward Slovyansk or move directly southeast from Barvinkove toward 

Kramatorsk. Russian forces may be setting conditions for an eventual assault on Kramatorsk—which would run parallel 

to advances toward Slovyansk. Russian forces conducted a missile strike directly on Kramatorsk on July 7. 
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Enemy forces today continued efforts to advance west 

toward Siversk from the Lysychansk area and made marginal 

gains near the Luhansk-Donetsk Oblast border. Geolocated 

combat footage from July 7 confirmed that forces of the 

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) entered the eastern 

outskirts of Spirne, about 10 km southwest of Siversk.  

Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai reported that Russian 

and Ukrainian troops continued to fight around 

Verkhnokamyanka, about 15 km directly east of Siversk. 

Russian forces also unsuccessfully attempted to advance in 

the direction of Hryhorivka (10 km northeast of Siversk) and 

Verkhnomayanske (5 km directly east of Siversk). They 

shelled several settlements to the south and east of Siversk 

to continue to set conditions for further advances west of 

the Luhansk Oblast border. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations to the 

south and east of Bakhmut on July 7. UGS stated that 

Russian forces attempted to improve their tactical 

positions in Vershyna, 12 km southeast of Bakhmut. 

Russian Telegram channel Rybar additionally claimed that 

Russian troops fought in Pokrovske, directly east of 

Bakhmut, and prepared for attacks on Ukrainian positions 

in Novoluhanske and at the Vuhledar Power Plant, 20 km 

southeast of Bakhmut. Russian forces reportedly shelled 

settlements to the east and south of Bakhmut to continue 

to set conditions for advances toward the city. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

today attempted a limited ground assault north of Kharkiv 

City. UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a 

Russian offensive in the direction of Sosnivka, 8 km from 

the international border. Russian forces otherwise 

focused on maintaining their positions and repelling 
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Ukrainian counterattacks. Russian forces shelled Slatyne, Mala Danylivka, Ruski Tyshky, Vesele, Kutuzivka, and Kharkiv 

City. 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area and fired on Ukrainian 

positions along the line of contact on July 7. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian 

forces attempted limited ground assaults to retake 

lost positions in Kherson Oblast on July 7. Ukrainian 

forces reportedly repelled platoon-sized and smaller 

Russian reconnaissance-in-force operations in 

Dobryanka, Myrolyubivka, and Potemkyne along the 

T2207 highway in northern Kherson Oblast on July 6 

and 7. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

also reported that Russian forces launched 12 Kalibr 

high-precision cruise missiles at Mykolaiv City and 

Ochakiv, Mykolaiv Oblast from positions in occupied 

Kherson Oblast, likely targeting Ukrainian maritime 

infrastructure in both cities.  

Ukrainian jets and air defense forces engaged a 

Russian Su-35 fighter jet as it launched missiles over 

Odesa Oblast, successfully intercepting the missile 

and forcing the jet to withdraw. Russian forces 

continued to hold their occupied positions and 

conduct artillery strikes along the entire Southern 

Axis to constrain Ukrainian counteroffensives. 

Ukrainian partisans in and around occupied 

Melitopol, Zaporizhia Oblast are increasingly 

targeting Russian rail lines. The Ukrainian Resistance 

Center reported that Ukrainian partisans blew up a 

railway bridge about 25 km north of Melitopol 

between Novobohdanivka and Troitske on July 7, 

likely further obstructing Russian resupply efforts from Crimea to the Zaporizhia Oblast front line. Ukrainian partisans 

had previously blown up a rail bridge near occupied Lyubimivka between Melitopol and Tokmak on July 3 and derailed a 

Russian armored train carrying ammunition near Melitopol on July 2. The increase in reported activity supports ISW’s 

prior assessment that a Ukrainian partisan campaign is targeting Russian rail lines near Melitopol. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian sources confirmed that the Russian military leadership 

continues to create ad hoc volunteer battalions for deployment in Ukraine. Russian Telegram channel Voennyi 

Osvedomitel’ reported that Russia’s Nizhny Novgorod Oblast is forming its own volunteer tank battalion as part of a 

continued trend of Russian oblasts creating so-called “nominal” and volunteer-based units for service in Ukraine. Voennyi 

Osvedomitel’ stated that the Union of Russian Veterans of Afghanistan is registering volunteers for the Nizhny Novgorod 

tank battalion and that the campaign was officially confirmed by the Western Military District’s press service, which is 

consistent with ISW’s previous assessment that Russian authorities are forming ad hoc composite units to make up for 

continued personnel losses in Ukraine. 
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Activity in Russian-occupied Areas (Russian objective: consolidate administrative control of occupied areas; set conditions 

for potential annexation into the Russian Federation or some other future political arrangement of Moscow’s choosing) 

Russian occupation authorities continued to face challenges with effective economic integration of occupied areas of 

Ukraine. Russian Telegram channel Rybar reported that farmers in occupied Kherson Oblast are experiencing logistical, 

supply-side, and economic problems with integration into the Russian market—a sign that Russian authorities have not 

yet developed consistent economic agendas to incorporate Ukrainian agricultural output into the Russian economy. 

Rybar claimed that the wait times at border areas make perishable goods essentially impossible to import to Russia from 

Kherson Oblast and devalues products exported from Kherson on the Russian market. According to Ukraine’s Center for 

Strategic Communications and Information Security, over 22 million tons of grain remain blocked in Ukrainian 

warehouses due to the Russian invasion. Taken together, these reports suggest that Russia is failing to institute effective 

export practices and economic processes for Ukrainian assets—to the detriment of the livelihoods of residents of 

occupied areas. 

Ukraine firing powerful US HIMARS artillery hailed as a game-changer in fighting Russia - HIMARS artillery 

is making its mark in Ukraine's pushback against the Russian invasion. 

Video from a recent CNN report 

showed Ukrainian forces operating a 

HIMARS in an undisclosed location. 

In the footage an officer, identified 

only by the first name Alexander said 

that they had become Ukraine's 

most prized weapon. "It's modern, 

precise, deadly, and the Russians 

should fear it," he told the network. 

The HIMARS are themselves prime 

Russian targets. The vehicle shown in 

CNN's footage was fiercely guarded 

and rarely stays in the same position more than a day, the outlet reported.  

On Wednesday, Ukraine disputed Russian claims to have destroyed two HIMARS, Reuters reported. 

Heavy Weapons from West Now Deployed at “Full Capacity” - Expressing optimism about resistance of Russia’s 

invasion, despite Moscow’s advance in eastern Ukraine, President Zelenskyy says heavy weapons from western countries 

are now deployed at “full capacity” on frontlines. 

In his nightly video address to the nation, Zelenskiy said the Ukrainian military has targeted Russian warehouses and 

positions that are “important for logistics”. 

“Our defenders inflict very noticeable strikes on depots and other spots that are important for the logistics 

of the occupiers. And this significantly reduces the offensive potential of the Russian army. The losses of 

the occupiers will only increase every week, as will the difficulty of supplying them.” 

“This characterizes the Russian invasion with 100% accuracy. When it comes to the definition of barbarism, 

this strike fits the bill the most. Only an enemy of civilization and humanity can do such things — fire 

missiles at a university.” 
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“Ukrainian forces are currently advancing in several tactical directions, in particular in the south — in the 

Kherson region, in the Zaporizhzhia region. 

We will not give up our land — the entire sovereign territory of Ukraine will be Ukrainian. People should 

know it. Therefore, if you have an opportunity to speak with people in the south of our country – with 

Kherson, Henichesk, Berdyansk, Melitopol and other cities and villages – please spread the truth there. Use 

every opportunity to tell the people in the occupied areas that we remember them and we are fighting for 

them.” 

His comments come as Ukrainian troops are taking up new defensive lines in the Donetsk oblast in eastern Ukraine, after 

Russia completed the occupation of all of the neighboring Luhansk region. 

Ukrainian forces have also taken some territory in counter-attacks in the south, while partisans are pursuing sabotage 

operations and assassinations in the Russian-occupied areas of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia oblasts. 

And the Ukrainian military has retaken the strategic Zmiinyi (Snake) Island in the western Black Sea, a significant blow to 

Russian efforts to control access to all of the coast of southern Ukraine, including the city of Odesa. 

Ukraine’s American-Made Rockets Are Blowing Up Russia’s Ammo Dumps - The Ukrainian army 

systematically is demolishing Russian ammunition supplies. The strategy could have big implications as Russia’s wider 

war in Ukraine grinds into its fourth month. 

Firing new, American-supplied GPS-guided rockets—plus a few old, ex-Soviet ballistic missiles—the army in just the last 

two weeks has targeted no fewer than a dozen Russian ammo dumps. 

The Ukrainians have concentrated their ammo strikes in the east, where Kyiv’s brigades have been staging a fighting 

withdrawal west along a 40-mile-deep pocket of Ukrainian-held terrain anchored in the east at Siversk. 

On June 16, Kyiv’s forces blew up an ammo dump in Krasny Luch. Strikes on ammo stockpiles in Iyzum and Svatove 

followed on June 25. Two days later they hit dumps in Zymohiria and Rodakove. Ukrainian troops hit Russian ammo 

supplies in Perevalsk on June 28 and in Stakhanov on June 30. July 4 was a banner day for attacks on munitions stocks in 

Snijne and Donetsk. 

Not to be outdone, Ukrainian forces in the south hit a Russian ammo dump at Melitopol airport on July 3. 

To be clear, Ukrainian and Russian forces have targeted each other’s logistical infrastructure since Russia widened its war 

on Ukraine on Feb. 23. But the Ukrainians have stepped up their raids in recent weeks—and they’re getting more 

accurate, too, as more Western-made rockets arrive at the front lines. 

The first four American-made High-Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems—truck-mounted, six-round launchers for 44-mile-

range, GPS-guided rockets—reached the eastern front the last week of June. Not coincidentally, that’s when the 

Ukrainians narrowed their focus on Russia’s ammo supplies. 

The wheeled HIMARS shoot farther, faster and more accurately than Ukraine’s ex-Soviet rocket-launchers can do. 

Traveling along roads and firing mostly at night, the four HIMARS are having an effect that’s entirely out of proportion to 

their small numbers. 

“We’re watching Ukraine’s use of the HIMARS,” an unnamed U.S. defense official told reporters, “and we’re seeing them 

having a good deal of success in employing these—these HIMARS.” 

Russian logistical nodes 30 miles or farther from the front, which once were relatively safe from Ukrainian attack, now 

frequently come under fire. 
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“The Ukrainians are able to carefully select targets that will undermine, you know, the effort by Russia in a more 

systematic way, certainly more than they would be able to do with the shorter range artillery systems,” a different, 

unnamed U.S. official added. 

Russian deep strikes meanwhile are getting less accurate as the Russians draw down their pre-war stockpiles of modern 

missiles. The Russian armed forces don’t possess a wheeled rocket-launcher with the speed and accuracy of HIMARS, but 

they do possess a wide array of air-launched, long-range guided missiles. 

But the Russians have fired so many hundreds of their best missiles that they’re now running low. More and more, 

Russian air force bombers are lobbing old and inaccurate missiles—and missing their targets as often as they hit them. 

On June 27, a Russian bomber crew fired what appeared to be a Kh-32 anti-ship missile—which has a secondary land-

attack role—at Kremenchuk in southern Ukraine. It’s unclear what the crew was aiming for. There are industrial and 

logistical sites in Kremenchuk that have military value. 

In any event, the Kh-32—an upgraded version of a 1960s-vintage weapon—missed by miles and struck a shopping mall, 

killing 20 people. 

It’s likely more Ukrainian civilians will die as Russia’s strikes get less accurate. “Russia’s shortage of more modern 

precision strike weapons and the professional shortcomings of their targeting planners will highly likely result in further 

civilian casualties,” the U.K. Defense Ministry explained. 

Ukraine’s own deep strikes meanwhile are getting more accurate as more launchers arrive from foreign donors. Four 

more ex-American HIMARS are on the way. The Ukrainians also are getting 18 tracked Multiple Launch Rocket Systems 

from the United States, Germany, The Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Norway. 

Ukraine Attack on Russian Rocket Launchers Reportedly Caught on Video - Ukrainian special forces and 

artillery reportedly have worked together to wipe out Russian multiple launch rocket systems. 

The footage, which appears to have been shot from a drone used to help the Ukrainian artillerymen pinpoint the location 

of the multiple launch rocket systems, shows Russian vehicles being targeted and destroyed. 

The images were obtained from the Command of the Special Operations Forces (SSO) of the Armed Forces of Ukraine on 

July 5, along with a statement saying: "Thanks to the coordinated work of the operators of the SSO of Ukraine and a 

friendly unit of artillerymen, several units of the Uragan MLRS (multiple launch rocket systems) were destroyed. 

The video can be viewed on Zenger.com. 

Russia taking ‘operational pause’ in Ukraine, analysts say - Foreign analysts say Russia may be temporarily easing 

its offensive in eastern Ukraine as the Russian military attempts to reassemble its forces for a significant — and what it 

hopes could prove decisive — new assault on its neighbor. Putin today warned menacingly that his forces “haven’t even 

started” to fight. 

Russian forces made no claimed or assessed territorial gains in Ukraine on Wednesday “for the first time in 133 days of 

war,” according to the Institute for the Study of War. The Washington-based think tank suggested Moscow may be taking 

an “operational pause,” but said that does not entail “the complete cessation of active hostilities.” 

“Russian forces will likely confine themselves to relatively small-scale offensive actions as they attempt to set conditions 

for more significant offensive operations” and rebuild the necessary combat power, the institute said. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry seemed to confirm that assessment, saying in a statement Thursday that Russian soldiers had 

been given time to rest. 



 

7 
 

“The units that performed combat missions ... are taking measures to recover their combat capabilities. The servicemen 

are given the opportunity to rest, receive letters and parcels from home,” read the statement, quoted by Russian state 

news agency Tass. 

Putin warned Kyiv it should quickly accept Moscow’s terms to end the fighting or brace for the worst. 

“Everybody should know that largely speaking, we haven’t even yet started anything in earnest,” he said in a menacing 

note. 

Putin Has A Problem: Ukraine’s Guerrilla War Against Russia Is Now In Full Swing - Ukraine’s ‘guerrilla’ war 

against the Russian military has begun: The Ukrainian partisan movement appears to be picking up speed in southern 

Ukraine, with most of the activity being centered on the cities of Kherson, which the Ukrainian armed forces are close to 

liberating, and of Melitopol and Berdyansk, in Zaporizhzhya province. 

According to a recent interview with Ukrainian partisan leader Volodymyr Zhemchuhov, many of the fire-bombings of 

infrastructure and facilities in the Russian Federation may be the handiwork of ethnic Ukrainians living in Russia. If so, 

that would mean that Ukrainian guerrillas are now active in Russia as well. 

Zhemchuhov also revealed two interesting items. Apparently, in February and March of this year, a Roma family living in 

the village of Vasylkivtsi in Zaporizhzhya province “attacked the Russians, shot them dead, and sabotaged trucks.” But, 

because the Roma used open telephone lines, they were found and killed. 

There have been 26 reported guerilla attacks over the past 3 weeks. 

NATO  

Canada has become the first NATO country to formally ratify Sweden's and Finland's accession into the 

Alliance as its 30 member countries have sent the Nordic countries' membership bids to their parliaments for approval. 

Impacts 

Challenges to Russian Arms Resupply: Tanks, Combat Aviation, Artillery Ammunition - After more than four 

months of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, open-source data confirms that the Russian Armed Forces lost, at a 

minimum, over 830 tanks and 1,650 different types of armored vehicles (destroyed, damaged, abandoned or captured) 

as well as dozens of combat aircraft and helicopters and many other pieces of military equipment. This data also does 

not count damaged but survived weapons systems that Russian troops were able to haul back to their bases; those 

systems will need a full overhaul before returning to the battlefield. Another issue Russia faces in Ukraine is a looming 

deficit in artillery munitions, which will become almost inevitable by the end of 2022. Indeed, the Russian reliance on 

mass artillery shelling raises questions about the amount of ammunition Russia still has in storage or that will need to be 

replaced. All these difficulties will take several years to solve, even under favorable economic circumstances. 

However, there is another, often underappreciated problem: tank engines. The envisioned operational life of the V-84 

and V-92 diesel engines used in T-72 tanks and the GTD-1000/GTD-1250 gas turbine engines used in T-80s is usually no 

more than 1,000 hours before they need a full overhaul. This means that most of the Russian tanks deployed in Ukraine 

today will need replacement engines by the end of 2022. However, for more than a decade, tank engine manufacturing 

in Russia has been heavily dependent on imported industrial equipment. The current Western embargo, thus, makes the 

prospects for this domestic production highly uncertain. The same kinds of issues affect the production and repair of 

Russian armored vehicles. 
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By February 24, 2022, Russia wielded around 900–1,000 combat aircraft and about 400 attack helicopters. These numbers 

included 130 Su-30M2/SM, 97 Su-35 and 124 Su-34 fixed-wing aircraft, as well as 130 Ka-52, more than 100 Mi-28 and 

over 60 Mi-35 rotorcraft, all of which were produced during the 2010s. Based on these figures, Russia’s average annual 

manufacturing capabilities at this time were apparently limited to 30–35 combat jets and 25–30 combat helicopters. 

For 2021–2027, Moscow had planned to purchase 150 new aircraft of all types, including 76 Su-57 fifth-generation fighter 

jets and at least 20 additional Su-34s. Serial manufacturing of the Su-57’s engines will start no earlier than in 2025, 

however; and today, Russia’s most modern jets use engines designed for the previous generation of combat aircraft. 

Therefore, Russia needs to decide between following its original plan or, in light of battlefield losses and despite the 

Western embargo, trying to revise that plan upward in order to more quickly replace all of its lost and damaged aircraft 

and helicopters. 

They can also try to extend their combat air capabilities by using Yak-130 training jets as light land-attack assets. The total 

number of these planes is above 100, and the Russian leadership has investigated the option of sending them into battle 

since 2019. Nevertheless, at least through the mid-2020s, Russia’s airpower capabilities will be lower than they were 

before the start of the full-scale aggression against Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian government estimates that the attacking Russian forces are firing upward of 60,000 artillery shells per day, 

relying mainly on 122- and 152-millimeter rounds. The number of these shells Russia has in storage is unknown as is its 

actual manufacturing capacity when it comes to artillery munitions. That said, open-source reporting reveals that it faced 

a deficit in artillery shells for the first time in summer 2002, following its cumulative 56-month-long campaign in Chechnya 

in December 1994–August 1996 and August 1999–July 2002. That shortfall appeared regardless of a much lower level of 

artillery use in the North Caucasus and despite Russia’s readiness to draw on the large Soviet-era artillery storage depots 

packed with ammunition that had exceeded its usable life. 

Since then, Russia has tried to restart artillery shell production lines; and in 2014, it also began repairing old munitions 

and repaired at least 570,000 rounds of different types annually. As a result, by early 2022, there may have been at least 

four million repaired rounds in storage. However, they have already likely fired more rounds in Ukraine than repaired 

over all of the previous seven years. And even assuming that the manufacture of new artillery rounds presumably 

exceeded the number of those repaired, that ratio must be several times higher for Moscow to be able to avoid worries 

that its stocks may soon be empty. 

Taken together, all this means that the Kremlin is quickly approaching a point at which it will have to choose between 

either de-escalating its war or else further escalating the conflict with help from other states before Russia becomes too 

weak. 

Why Russia wants to take last three major cities in Donbas region - After capturing Lysychansk, Russia is 

advancing on other Donbas cities. The battle for Sloviansk, Kramatorsk and Bakhmut will be decisive. 

The fight over the eastern Ukrainian region of Donbas is entering its final stages. After taking over Sievierodonetsk and 

Lysychansk, Russian troops now control most of Luhansk region. Fierce fighting currently rages in the west and south, as 

Russia pushes to take Sloviansk, Kramatorsk and Bakhmut, three cities still remaining under Ukrainian control. All three 

hold strategic as well as symbolic significance. 

Sloviansk - Until a few years ago, the quiet town of Sloviansk was barely known outside the Donbas region. A city of just 

100,000 people, it hardly ever made the news. All that changed in 2014, when local separatists took control of the city 

with the help of Russian intelligence agencies. 

Moscow, however, denied any involvement. Sloviansk became the region's first pro-Russian bridgehead. 
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Why here, why Sloviansk? Observers think the answer is geography. Sloviansk is located far from any major cities, yet 

close enough to a strategically important highway M03, linking the capital Kyiv with Kharkiv and continuing to the Russian 

border near Rostov-on-Don. 

Kramatorsk - Kramatorsk was also seized by separatists in spring 2014 but was retaken by Ukraine after about three 

months. Fighting centered round the strategically important military airport, which Ukraine was able to hold throughout. 

In autumn 2015, Kramatorsk was made the administrative center of Donetsk. Government departments were moved 

from the separatist-controlled city of Donetsk to Kramatorsk. Ukraine's Donbas forces are headquartered here. 

Bakhmut - Bakhmut, the third key city in the region, is situated by a highway leading to Lysychansk. This highway is 

deemed an essential route for keeping Ukrainian troops supplied. Heavy battles were fought here in 2014 and 2015. 

During Soviet times and up until 2016, Bakhmut was known as Artemovsk. Its old name, Bakhmut, was reinstated as part 

of a regional effort to move beyond the Soviet Communist era. It, too, was briefly seized by pro-Russian separatists in 

2014 but Ukraine quickly regained control. 

Russia steps control over resistant weapons manufacturers and maintenance companies - The Russian 

Parliament has quickly approved two bills giving the Kremlin stricter control of the economy. 

Russian manufacturing and maintenance companies are resisting Kremlin pressure to produce weapons and repair 

damaged equipment, citing as the reason being that they have not been paid in months. 

The measures require these and all businesses to supply goods to the military, and forcing employees to work nights, 

weekends, holidays, and overtime. 

The bills alluded to supply difficulties amid heavy losses of Russian armored vehicles, warplanes, ships, weapons, and 

equipment in the invasion of Ukraine. 

In the context of operations carried out by the armed forces of the Russian Federation outside of Russia, including on the 

territory of Ukraine, there is a need to repair weapons, military equipment and provide the armed forces with material 

and technical means. 

UK military intelligence notes that the maneuver enables the Kremlin to free up resources without declaring a full 

mobilization of the economy: “[It] allows Russia to avoid acknowledging it is engaged in a war or its failure to overcome 

Ukraine’s military that was outnumbered and outgunned.” 

One can read the signs – Russia is fast running out of munitions and equipment – consistent with our previous reporting 

that Russia will find it exceedingly difficult to operate a long-term war. 

Widening of conflict 

Spitzbergen: A New Hotspot in the Cold North Between Russia and the West - Spitzbergen, the largest and 

only continually inhabited island of the Svalbard Archipelago, located in the Arctic Ocean, 1,000 kilometers north of 

Norway, is on its way to becoming a new hotspot in the emerging cold war between the Russian Federation and the 

West. For decades, this Norwegian territory’s legal position has been anything but simple. Yet the latest flare-up stems 

from Norway’s imposition of Western sanctions on Moscow in response to the war in Ukraine and Moscow’s propensity 

to view this action as part of a larger Western effort to ostensibly humiliate Russia and exclude it from the Arctic more 

generally.  

The current conflict began when Norway announced, at the end of April, that it would block goods from Russia to the 

Russian communities in Spitzbergen. It intensified at the end of June, when that policy began to bite, and Russian officials 
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and politicians took notice. And it may come to a head as soon as August, when, according to Russian officials, the 500 

Russian citizens living in Spitzbergen will run out of supplies—an event that some in Moscow say would constitute a 

humanitarian disaster and justify an intervention to save their co-nationals. 

Spitzbergen attracted little attention from the outside world in recent decades; and even today, it is known primarily 

because it has more polar bears than people and is the site of a seed storage facility designed to ensure bio-diversity in 

the future. But the deeper roots of the current crisis lie in the efforts of the international community a century ago to 

resolve territorial claims to the archipelago by Sweden, Norway and Russia.  

In 1920, the Svalbard Treaty of Paris, negotiated by Western states without Russia’s participation, declared that Norway 

had sovereignty over the islands, but that Oslo had to allow for the development of other national communities there, 

including most prominently the Russians, whose governments would have the right to supply those populations without 

Norwegian interference. Moscow signed the treaty only reluctantly, in 1935. 

The numbers of Russians in Spitzbergen have been small, about 4,000 during the Cold War, when Moscow sought to 

develop the coal reserves there; today, only around 500 Russians remain since local coal production has fallen. 

Nonetheless, in the past several years, the Svalbard archipelago became the focus of Russian attention for two reasons: 

the discovery of nearby offshore natural gas fields and the islands’ location near the entrance of the Northern Sea Route, 

which passes north of Russia between Europe and Asia. But it was Oslo’s decision, on April 29, to impose European Union–

mandated sanctions on Russia that triggered the latest crisis.  

Norway is not a member of the EU but tends to closely 

coordinate its foreign policy with Brussels. Mounting 

evidence that it intended to implement this ban on 

Russian shipping to Spitzbergen led the Russian foreign 

ministry to call in the Norwegian ambassador for a 

dressing down in late June. At the same time, Russian 

Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev announced 

that Russia would be increasing its forces along the 

Norwegian border. 

Yet it was the expression of outrage by Russian 

parliamentary deputies that may say more about how 

this conflict could develop. Some Russian 

parliamentarians argue that Norway is violating the 1920 

agreement and later accords, like the 1959 Arctic Treaty and the 2010 Russian-Norwegian agreement on the Barents Sea. 

As such, they said, the Nordic state can no longer claim sovereignty over the Svalbards. If Oslo does not change course, 

these Russian State Duma members asserted, Moscow should denounce the 2010 accord and take action, including the 

possible use of force, to ensure that the compatriots living on the archipelago are supplied with all the goods they need.  

NATO’s New Strategic Concept Gives Short Shrift to Eastern Neighborhood - NATO’s looming loss of the 

Belarusian buffer, after decades of sheltering behind it, would become a momentous strategic reverse for the Alliance. 

The Strategic Concept agreed in Madrid last week by NATO members mentions this problem in passing on a list of 

“challenges”: “Moscow’s military buildup, including in the Baltic, Black, and Mediterranean sea regions, along with its 

military integration with Belarus, challenge our security and interests.“ Placing Belarus alongside other key theaters on 

this list amounts to acknowledging the magnitude of this particular challenge. NATO has at this summit, approved a 

significant increase to its forces deployed in, or pre-assigned to, the Baltic States and Poland. 
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Russia has unlawfully appropriated the northern Black Sea in NATO/EU’s Eastern neighborhood through the use of force 

against Ukraine, a Russian process that directly touches on NATO’s eastern frontline in Romania. That country now faces 

Russia directly across a maritime contact line, which is ipso facto a NATO-Russia contact line as well, albeit defined and 

enforced by Russia.  

Farther afield, Russia’s naval blockade on Ukrainian grain exports via the Black Sea is causing serious shortages on 

international markets and rising food prices in Europe. NATO countries’ naval and air power (except for the non-combat 

air policing mission) currently keep out of the Black Sea in general and rule out, in particular, an operation to lift Russia’s 

naval blockade. 

Russia strikes an independent vessel - A Russian missile has hit a tanker, with 500 tons of diesel fuel, drifting in the 

Black Sea, says the Ukrainian military. 

The Russians fired two anti-ship KH-31 missiles, with one hitting the Moldovan-flagged Millennial Spirit. 

The ship was also struck by a missile in the early days of the invasion, wounding two of the Russian crew. Since then, the 

ship has been drifting unmanned. 

Ukraine’s military said the ship is an “environmental time bomb” with “probably the remainder of the cargo…burning.” 

Russia “claiming back Alaska” - The speaker of Russia’s lower house of parliament, the Duma, has threatened to 

“claim back” Alaska from the US if the Biden Administration freezes or seizes Russian assets over Moscow’s invasion of 

Ukraine. 

“Let America always remember, there’s a piece of territory, Alaska,” Vyacheslav Volodin said. “When they try to manage 

our resources abroad, let them think before they act that we, too, have something to take back.” 

He noted that deputy speaker Pyotr Tolstoy has proposed holding a referendum among Alaskans to join Russia. 

The US Government purchased Alaska from Russia in 1867 for $7.2 million. The territory became the US’s 50th state, and 

its largest in area, in 1959. 

Russia’s war on food - Continuing its assault on Ukrainian food supplies and exports, Russia has carried out strikes on 

grain silos in the Odesa region in southern Ukraine overnight. 

Local officials two rockets destroyed two agricultural hangars: “About 35 tonnes of grain were stored in one of them.” 

There were no casualties. 

The Ukraine military said it repelled Russian attacks near Bakhmut, including an assault on the village of Myronivka, about 

30 km (19 miles) to the southeast, and near the settlement of Holmivskyi, about 20 km (13 miles) to the south. 

Putin 

Ex-CIA officer says Putin could be at risk of being killed or deposed by member of his inner circle - Russian 

leader Putin could face severe internal threats and be at risk of getting murdered or deposed by a member of his inner 

circle, said a former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) officer. 

Daniel Hoffman, a former CIA officer who was once based in Moscow, told The Daily Beast that Putin might face threats 

from top aides frustrated with his actions in Ukraine. Comparing Putin to other ousted Russian leaders, they "either drop 

dead in office" or get removed from power. 
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What Putin’s worldview tells us about the war in Ukraine, the Russian people and himself - Just before the 

invasion of Ukraine, in an interview with one of his favorite television journalists, Putin asked: “Why do we need the 

world if there is no Russia in it?” 

In hindsight, it’s a question the rest of the world probably should have listened to more carefully. It goes to the heart of 

Putin’s view of his country and what he sees as its exalted place on the planet, a view that has animated much of what 

he has done as Russia’s leader. That question is at the center of the ideology that the Kremlin uses to justify the “special 

military operation” in Ukraine. 

Putin and his senior advisers have a name for it: “Russkiy mir” — or “Russian world.” It is a concept that predates Putin’s 

rise to power. But he has aggressively embraced it and made it his own. Among other things, it means that when Putin 

says “Russia,” he does not mean a state called the Russian Federation within its current boundaries.  

He means any place where Russians live, where the Russian language is spoken — even by a small minority, any place 

where the influence of Russia or Russians has been felt. By 2021, Russkiy mir was much more than a message for the 

Russian people. Here is how one of Putin’s leading ideologists Vladislav Surkov described it in June 2021, on the eve of 

the meeting between Presidents Joe Biden and Putin: 

In one sense, Russkiy mir is a no-holds-barred, take-no-prisoners view of the non-Russian world. In another, it’s an 

updated version of the communist mantra, “Proletarians of all countries, unite!” — the flagship of which was the Soviet 

Union. The initial idea of the Bolsheviks who seized power in Russia was “global revolution.” Following the establishment 

of pro-Soviet regimes in Eastern Europe, life in the 20th century was marked by the confrontation between the “Soviet” 

and “free” worlds. Only the deaf will miss the nostalgia for those times in Surkov’s words — and Putin’s as well. 

“Any country that hopes for Russia, for its protection, patronage, for the fact that it can lean against it in the event of a 

conflict” said Surkov. “This is the ‘Russian world’ for me.” 

Russkiy mir — and the war in Ukraine 

This expansionist ideology offers a clear justification for sending soldiers into Ukraine — where some Russians live, where 

Russian is spoken, where Russian culture is present. All the ingredients, in other words, for a Russian world. 

There is of course a serious difference between the Soviet world of the 20th century and the Russian world of the 21st. 

The Soviet world, in addition to its anti-Americanism, was animated by a clear and precise ideology, however flawed it 

may have been - a strategy for building a new society, formulated by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels and improved by 

Vladimir Lenin. Putin’s Russian world cannot boast of anything like this. 

And this is where the trouble begins — for the ideology of Russkiy mir and its execution. Despite titanic efforts and billions 

thrown into propaganda, and state media’s endless recitations of the concept, what, at the end of the day, is the Russian 

world, and what are its ramifications beyond Russia’s borders? 

“Russkiy mir” has probably been the most popular phrase in Putin’s Russia for the last 15 years. If you are a foreigner and 

want to grab the attention of a Russian diplomat, official, politician or anyone who supports Putin and his policies, just 

tell them that you are interested in talking about the idea of the Russian world. 

Take your pick of seminal moments in recent Russian history, and the concept of Russkiy mir was there, playing some 

kind of role. The 2008 war with Georgia, and the recognition of South Ossetia and Abkhazia; the defeat of the Russian 

opposition and the elimination — literally, in some cases — of opposition leaders associated with the West; Putin’s return 

to the presidency in 2012; Russia’s ban on the foreign adoption of children in 2013; the 2014 annexation of Crimea — 

under the pretext of protecting the Russian-speaking population, and now the invasion of Ukraine under similar false 

pretenses. 
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The list is long. Putin would tell you it’s simple: It’s all about protecting the Russkiy mir. 

A few days after the start of the current war, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov put it this way: “This is not about 

Ukraine at all. Or rather, not so much about Ukraine, but about the world legal order. … It reflects the battle over what 

the world order will look like.” 

Put differently: Will it be a Russian world or someone else’s? 

This may seem far-fetched — the idea that a vague, two-word term might have been the catalyst for so much bloodshed. 

But as a Russian who watched Putin’s ideology evolve, I can tell you that it’s not far-fetched at all. 

Where the idea was born 

The concept of a Russian world was cultivated by Putin’s close associates in the early 2000s. 

Chief among them was Surkov, known as “the grey cardinal,” the leading evangelist of Putin’s Russia and the concept of 

Russkiy mir. 

It was Surkov who said, among other things, that the Russian world is “a world where they are afraid of Russian weapons,” 

and Surkov is a key architect of so much of what his boss is doing in the name of Russkiy mir. 

Who is Vladislav Surkov? I first met him in 2005. For 12 years, he was deputy chief of staff in the president’s office, then 

deputy prime minister and, most recently, a top assistant to Putin. Surkov has been called the “eminence grise” of the 

Kremlin, the one who solves all issues related to the country’s domestic policy, but his thinking extends far beyond his 

country’s borders. Surkov has inspired and coordinated Russia’s policy toward Ukraine for years, including the creation 

and supervision of the self-proclaimed republics in the Donbas. 

The Russian world: an assessment 

To me the principal features of the Russkiy mir, in 2022, are these: 

The first is nationalism. It is positioned as a healthy and necessary phenomenon. 

The second is imperial ambitions. 

The third is an alternative to the existing world order, the opposition of the “spiritual Russian world to the unspiritual 

West.” 

The fourth — and this is extremely important — is the cult of personality. The common slogan “No Putin — no Russia” 

is the unquestioned authority of, and unquestioning obedience to, the national leader. 

The fifth largely dictates today’s military agenda: the principle that “the great cause is more important than personal 

goals.” 

Sixth — without which Putin would not have remained in power for a single day — life according to “ponyatia” (special 

unspoken rules) and not according to laws. 

Next — a bet on military force and the export of fear. Fear and the trembling of strangers are an indispensable condition 

for the existence of the Russian world. 

It’s been a long time since I was with Surkov. I no longer live in Russia or in “Russkiy mir.” I choose to live in a more diverse 

international order. But a lot of my close friends from childhood still choose to live in Putin’s world, which suggests that 

this war — and the ideology that animates it — will not end soon. (Stanislav Kucher).  
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Containment 

Germany, Netherlands promise 

additional howitzers to Ukraine - The 

latest weapons pledges come after the first 

delivery of German heavy weapons arrived 

in Ukraine last week. Kyiv has urged for allies 

to send more modern weapons as Russia's 

invasion presses on. 

Germany and the Netherlands will deliver six 

additional  self-propelled howitzers to 

Ukraine, German Defense Minister Christine 

Lambrecht and her Dutch counterpart Kasja 

Ollongren announced on Tuesday in Madrid.  

The two officials made the announcement on the sidelines of the  NATO summit in the Spanish capital. Each of the two 

countries will provide three of the artillery weapons. 

"We show our resolve and our commitment to Ukraine, and not to give in to this Russian aggression," Ollongren said.  

The first delivery of German heavy weaponry to Ukraine was completed last Tuesday, it included seven self-propelled 

howitzers. 

Pacific powers show unity on Russia, China at NATO meeting: a sign of things to come? - The results of 

China’s bullying and unwillingness to accept international law — except when it suits the PRC’s interests — came into 

sharp focus last week as NATO and four of the most powerful Indo-Pacific countries joined hands at the alliance’s Madrid 

summit. And yet, a growing Pacific focus did not come out of nowhere for the European alliance. 

While it was the first time the alliance included President Xi Jinping’s country in its Strategic Concept, China has been 

mentioned as a major strategic factor for the European alliance for several years now. At the Brussels summit last year, 

in fact, China was described as posing “systemic challenges to the rules-based international order and to areas relevant 

to Alliance security.” For close NATO observers, the transition from Brussels to Madrid was seamless and predictable. 

NATO often flags major issues one or two years before clearly delineating them in language acceptable to all its members. 

China has long worried, very publicly, about an Asian NATO, so the coordination of four important Asian countries with 

the alliance set Chinese officials off. 

The participation by Australia, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea at the NATO summit was coached in terms of 

democracies uniting. “Australia,” Prime Minister Anthony Albanese tweeted as he left for Europe, “has been invited to 

the NATO summit because democratic nations must stand together against Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine.” 

 

But another potential incursion is never far from mind. Putin claims that Ukraine really belongs to Russia and is being 

liberated, which has obvious parallels with Taiwan, which China says is Chinese territory and will be reunited with the 

mainland. 

As part of its drumbeat about Taiwan, China recently claimed that the Taiwan Strait is no longer an international 

waterway, on the basis that Taiwan is China, so its waters are China’s waters. Chinese law state’s unequivocally that 
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“Taiwan and the various affiliated islands including Diaoyu Island, Penghu Islands, Dongsha Islands, Xisha Islands, Nansha 

(Spratly) Islands and other islands that belong to the People’s Republic of China.” 

A powerful signal:’ What it means to send two 

more DDGs to Spain – The US’ unexpected 

announcement this week that it will permanently 

station two additional Navy destroyers forward to 

Rota, Spain has won applause from Congress, even as 

experts are warning that there may be unexpected 

complications to having those two ships forward 

deployed. 

“Great news,” Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-OK., the top 

Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, 

tweeted. We have been calling for the U.S. to boost 

our destroyer fleet in Rota for years. This enhanced presence will strengthen our posture and deterrence capabilities in 

Europe. 

Although the two destroyers will not arrive until fiscal 2024, the increased US presence in Europe during a time of 

instability driven by Russia’s war in Ukraine is significant both symbolically and practically, experts tell Breaking Defense. 

But they also say the move will come with many questions, from balancing the Navy’s operational commitments 

elsewhere to preparing the service’s overseas maintenance facilities for a larger workload. 

Norwegian air chief: Russia isn’t ’10 feet tall,’ but don’t discount it - "I think we shouldn't underestimate 

[Russia's] level of capability, because I don't think we have seen it," Maj. Gen. Rolf Folland, chief of the Royal Norwegian 

Air Force, told Breaking Defense. 

Russia’s inability to establish air superiority over the skies of Ukraine against a much smaller, less equipped Ukrainian air 

force has been a shock to Western militaries watching the conflict from afar, but NATO air forces should be careful not 

to learn the wrong lessons from the conflict, according to Norway’s top air force officer. 

“Western intelligence communities have kind of made Russia ten feet tall, and it looks like they’re two feet small,” Folland 

said in an exclusive July 1 interview with Breaking Defense. 

However, “I am very cautious not to jump to conclusions too early because this is special conflict,” he added. “A full out 

conflict between Russia, and the West would be something else. I think we shouldn’t underestimate their level of 

capability, because I don’t think we have seen it.” 

In a large-scale conventional war with NATO, Russia will likely lose, as NATO’s conventional weaponry and ability to 

integrate together far outpaces Russia’s capabilities, Folland said. However, Russia still holds a powerful cudgel in the 

form of its extensive nuclear arsenal, which it has successfully used to deter NATO from taking additional actions to 

protect Ukraine. 

“They see that nuclear deterrence is working, because if it hadn’t been working then we would probably have had a war 

in Ukraine [that] was different,” he said. “I think without nuclear deterrence, other powers would have been more 

engaged in conflict.” 

Where Russia has been successful in Ukraine is in its employment of long-range precision missiles, which it has used to 

great effect to bomb Ukrainian bases and airfields, critical infrastructure such as grain terminals and railways, and civilian 

targets such as residential buildings and hospitals. 
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“They have produced a lot of different types of missiles that can strike targets at long distance at high speeds,” Folland 

said. “I think we kind of knew that, but if I should guess, I think they will continue to do that and be even better.” 

US looks to kill Chinese chipmaking ambitions with ASML sales ban - ASML, the world's largest supplier of 

lithography machines used in the chipmaking process, is already prohibited from selling its most advanced extreme 

ultraviolet (EUV) lithography equipment, which costs about $164 million per unit, to its Chinese customers as it cannot 

obtain an export license from the Dutch government due to pressure from the United States. 

Bloomberg writes that the US government is now pushing ASML to also stop selling its older deep ultraviolet (DUV) 

lithography tools to Chinese clients. Despite being a generation old, the technology is still used to create chips found in 

phones, autonomous cars, PCs, robots, and more. The US wants to ban the sale of the most advanced type of DUV 

technology, immersion lithography machines, to China. ASML is the main player in this field; it had a 95% market share 

when it came to sales of immersion lithography systems last year. 

Geopolitics 

Top U.S. and British intelligence officials are sounding the alarm bells over the long-term threat posed 

by China, which they say is quickly learning from Russia's botched invasion of Ukraine as they look to bring Taiwan 

closer in the coming years. Those appear to be part of a brief flurry of China-related messaging ahead of a big G20 meeting 

in Bali tomorrow. And it included a rare joint appearance Wednesday by FBI Director Chris Wray and British MI5 chief 

Ken McCallum speaking to business leaders in London.  

'Time to decide': MEPs call for Serbia to change its stance on Russia - MEPs want Serbia to reconsider its 

position toward Russia. Since the beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Belgrade has maintained close ties with 

Vladimir Putin's country despite the EU's stance. 

On Wednesday, members of the European Parliament approved an annual assessment report regretting that Serbia has 

not aligned with EU sanctions on Russia. The text was adopted with 523 votes in favour, 78 against and 34 abstentions.  

MEPs are asking the newly elected government -- following elections in April -- to "urgently align" with the EU's stance. 

Sanctions 

Bulgaria Blocks Bank Transfer to Russian Embassy Citing EU Sanctions - Bulgaria has blocked a bank transfer 

worth some $890,000 to the Russian embassy because of EU sanctions, Finance Minister Assen Vassilev said on 

Wednesday, several days after Sofia expelled 70 Russian diplomatic staff from the Balkan country. 

"There is a bank transfer to the Russian embassy which falls directly under the European Commission sanctions. There 

are no frozen bank accounts," Vassilev told reporters. 

Russia shuts down terminal after Kazakhstan offers to send more oil to the EU - A Russian court ordered the 

“temporary closure” on Wednesday (6 July) of the Novorossiysk oil terminal, which is key for exporting Kazakh oil, just 

two days after President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev told Council President Charles Michel his country is ready to send more 

oil to the EU. 

According to press reports, a Russian court has temporarily shut down the Caspian Pipeline Consortium’s (CPC) oil 

terminal at Novorossiysk over ‘environmental concerns’ in a closure that will last 30 days, a CPC statement said. 

 


