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Conflict Update # 83 

June 7th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces have likely 

established control over the majority 

of the residential sector of Severodonetsk 

and conducted assaults against Ukrainian 

positions in the industrial zone in the past 

24 hours. The operational environment 

within the city remains fluid. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

advance on Slovyansk southeast from 

the Izyum area and west from Lyman, 

attempting to break through Ukrainian 

defenses that have halted most direct 

frontal assaults from Izyum. 

Russian forces are likely attempting 
to reinforce their operations in the 

Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area from both 

the Toshkivka-Ustynivka area in the south 

and Kupyansk from the northwest. 

Russian forces began withdrawing 

troops from positions in Zaporizhia 

Oblast, likely either to rotate damaged 

units into rear areas or to reinforce 

Russian defenses in northwestern Kherson 

Oblast, though ISW cannot currently 

confirm the destination of these forces. 

Russian forces failed to regain 
advanced positions on the western (now 

Ukrainian-occupied) bank of the Ihulets 

River on June 7. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu announced that Russian forces restored transit connections between 

newly occupied cities and Crimea. 

Russian occupation authorities continue to face challenges suppressing Ukrainian resistance and finding partisan 

supporters despite increasingly draconian occupation measures and attempts to bribe Ukrainian civilians. 
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Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

continued efforts to advance southeast of Izyum 

toward Slovyansk on June 7, and are attempting to 

advance toward the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border 

and around Dovhenke, Dolyna, Krasnopillya, and 

Bohorodychne. Russian Defense Minister Sergey 

Shoigu claimed that Russian forces captured 

several settlements in the area southeast of Izyum 

and north of Slovyansk, including Svyatohirsk, 

Studenok, Yarova, and Drobysheve. Their forces 

seek to advance on Slovyansk from both positions 

around Izyum as well as Lyman in the west after the 

failure of efforts to advance solely from Izyum. 

 Russian forces have likely established control over 

the majority of the residential sector of 

Severodonetsk and conducted assaults against 

Ukrainian positions in the industrial zone on June 7. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu claimed 

during a meeting with the National Defense 

Management Center (NDCC) that Russian forces 

have captured 97% of Luhansk Oblast, including the 

entirety of the residential part of Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces reportedly also control Metolkine 

and Borivske, two southeastern suburbs of 

Severodonetsk. Maxar satellite imagery (see 

images in-line with text) from June 6 showed 

Russian MLRS and towed artillery deployments 

oriented toward Severodonetsk, indicating that 

they continue to rely heavily on artillery fire to 

support their operations around Severodonetsk. Their forces are likely using mass bombardment to clear sectors of the 

city before occupying the rubble—similar to Russian operations in Mariupol. The operational environment within 

Severodonetsk remains fluid and challenging and ISW cannot confirm specific control of terrain within the city. As with 

our previous coverage of Russian operations in Mariupol, our assessed control of terrain represents our best estimate of 

control of key areas of the city. 

Russian forces are likely attempting to reinforce their operations in the Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area from both the 

Toshkivka-Ustynivka area in the south and Kupyansk from the northwest. Russian troops will likely continue attempts to 

drive northward to Lysychansk from the Toshkivka-Ustynivka area. Russian forces likely seek to assault Lysychansk 

without having to cross the Siverskyi Donets River from within Severodonetsk in the face of likely heavy Ukrainian 

defenses. However, Ukrainian forces still control Toshkivka, and Russia forces will need to establish control over this 

settlement in order to support northward pushes on Lysychansk from along the western bank of the Siverskyi Donets. 

Geolocated satellite imagery additionally showed Russian forces constructing a pontoon bridge in Kupyansk, Kharkiv 

Oblast, on June 6. Kupyansk lies along the P07 highway that runs southeast from Kharkiv Oblast directly to Severodonetsk-

Lysychansk, and the construction of the pontoon bridge may indicate that Russian troops are strengthening lines of 

communication around Kupyansk to better support operations in Luhansk Oblast. 
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Russian forces focused on strengthening their grouping east of Bakhmut on June 7. The Ukrainian General Staff noted 

that Russian troops deployed unspecified units to Popasna and Mykolaivka and conducted unsuccessful assaults on 

Nahirne, Berestov, Krynychne, and Roty, all to the east of Bakhmut. The UK Ministry of Defense notably stated that 

Russian efforts south of Popasna toward Bakhmut have stalled over the past few weeks, and recent deployments to this 

area suggest that Russian forces seek to renew efforts to gain access to highways to the northeast of Bakhmut, specifically 

the T1302, that would allow them to reinforce operations in the Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area. 

Russian forces reportedly made incremental progress to the north of Avdiivka and reached Krasnohorivka and Kamyanka 

but did not fully capture either town. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces focused on holding their defensive lines in northern Kharkiv 

Oblast and shelled Ukrainian positions around Kharkiv City. Head of the Kharkiv Regional State Administration Oleg 

Synegubov stated that Russian forces fired on the Kyivskyi district of Kharkiv City, Derhachi, Udy, Slobozhanske, and 

Chornohlazivka. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces began withdrawing troops 

from positions in Zaporizhia Oblast,  likely 

either to rotate damaged units into rear 

areas or to reinforce Russian defenses in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast, though ISW 

cannot currently confirm the destination of 

these forces. Zaporizhia Oblast Military 

Administration Head Oleksandr Starukh 

reported that Russian forces are relocating 

from Melitopol and parts of Vasylivka, 

approximately 45 km south of Zaporizhia 

City, in the direction of Kherson City. 

Starukh noted that Russian forces are 

possibly conducting a force rotation. ISW 

previously reported that Russian forces 

have been accumulating personnel and 

outdated T-62 tanks in Vasylivka and 

Melitopol since late May. Russian forces 

could commit these troops to defend 

occupied positions against Ukrainian 

counterattacks in Kherson Oblast. Russian 

forces also engaged in clashes in three 

frontline settlements but did not launch 

offensive operations in Zaporizhia Oblast on 

June 7. 

Russian forces attempted to regain 

advanced positions on the western (now 

Ukrainian-occupied) bank of the Ihulets 

River on June 7. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Russian forces conducted counterattacks against Lozove and Bila Krynytsia on the eastern Kherson-

Mykolaiv Oblast border but did not secure any territorial gains. Russian Telegram channels claimed the Russian forces 
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recaptured the strategic settlement of Davydiv Brid, situated on the eastern Inhulets Riverbank and Russian ground lines 

of communication (GLOCs), on June 6, though ISW cannot confirm this report. Ukrainian aviation reportedly conducted 

airstrikes against areas of Russian troops concentrated in Kherson Oblast and against ammunition depots in Mykolaiv 

Oblast. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu announced that Russian forces restored 

transportation connections between newly occupied cities and Crimea on June 7. Shoigu announced that the Russian 

Railways joint-stock company and Russian forces set conditions for “full-fledged traffic” between Donbas, Crimea, and 

Ukraine on six railway sections during a meeting with the National Defense Management Center (NDCC), the supreme 

command center of the Russian Armed Forces and Defense Ministry. Shoigu also announced that Russian forces opened 

road connections from Rostov-on-Don to Crimea that pass near the Azovstal Steel Plant in Mariupol, through Berdyansk, 

and Melitopol. He stated that the restoration of transit infrastructure and water supplies creates favorable conditions for 

the development of an agro-industrial complex in southern Ukraine and noted that Russian forces began exporting 

captured Ukrainian grain via the Berdyansk Port in accordance with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s order. ISW 

previously reported that the Kremlin may seek to exploit agribusiness in southern Ukraine to reap some economic benefit 

from capturing southern Ukraine after the wholesale destruction of major urban terrain and industrial plants by Russian 

forces. 

Russian occupation authorities continue to face challenges suppressing Ukrainian resistance and finding partisan 

supporters. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that Russian occupation authorities are confiscating the Russian 

passports of railway workers in Melitopol who have refused to cooperate with Russian forces and left the city.[36] The 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Russian forces authorized troops to shoot civilians and 

indiscriminately destroy any vehicles at checkpoints in Kherson Oblast, likely indicating the growing fear of Ukrainian 

resistance in the region and increasingly draconian measures to restrict Ukrainian movements. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in several locations in eastern Ukraine but did not secure any 

confirmed gains in ground assaults on June 7, and have likely captured most of Severodonetsk, but ISW cannot confirm 

the exact control of terrain within the city. They additionally redeployed troops east of Bakhmut to renew offensives to 

secure access to highways northeast of Bakhmut and threaten Ukrainian lines of communication. Their troops north of 

Slovyansk will likely seek to advance toward Slovyansk and Kramatorsk from positions north of the city. Russian forces 

on the Southern Axis are reportedly redeploying away from Zaporizhia Oblast toward Kherson Oblast, likely in order to 

support Russian defensive positions that have been threatened by Ukrainian counterattacks along the Mykolaiv-Kherson 

Oblast border south of Davydiv Brid. 

Members of the Russian military community are accusing Ukrainian forces of escalating artillery attacks on 

Russian rear areas in a likely attempt to dissuade further Western support to the Ukrainian military. Former FSB agent 

Igor Girkin (also known as Strelkov) accused Ukrainian troops of perpetrating “terrorist attacks” against residential areas 

of Donetsk City, Horlivka, and Makiivka. A Russian source additionally accused Ukrainian forces of firing on Shyroka Balka, 

Kherson Oblast. Ukrainian social media users denied the claims and stated that they are likely false-flag attempts to spoil 

Western opinion of the Ukrainian military and halt military aid to the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

The Kremlin’s efforts to censor information about deceased military personnel and ongoing forced 

mobilization within the DNR and LNR are reportedly exacerbating domestic tensions and opposition to the war in Russia. 

The Ukrainian Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that the Kremlin assigned lawyers and psychologists to 

convince families of personnel of the sunken cruiser Moskva to refrain from disclosing any information regarding the 

deaths of their relatives in an effort to crush rising social tensions in Russia. The GUR stated that the Kremlin is threatening 

to nullify financial compensation to the families of Moskva crew members if they publicly discuss the sinking of the 

cruiser, resulting in some relatives refusing to meet with Black Sesa Fleet commanders in Sevastopol in protest. Ukrainian 
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media sources separately reported that the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) altered mobilization protocols and is now 

promising compensation for wounded and deceased personnel due to DNR servicemen rioting at the frontlines. 

Domestic Russian complaints about the maltreatment and lack of preparation among Russian combat forces are 

likely prompting the Kremlin to take rhetorical steps to curb discontent. Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu stated 

that new conscripts during the summer training period will be trained with specific attention to lessons learned so far in 

Ukraine during a meeting with the National Defense Management Center (NDCC) (the supreme command center of the 

Russian Armed Forces and Defense Ministry) on June 7. Shoigu added that summer conscripts will learn battlefield first 

aid, likely responding to criticisms by members of the Russian military community of poor tactics and lack of first aid 

acumen among Russian soldiers. However, the Russian military is unlikely to properly train and equip Russian conscripts 

rushed to the front as replacements and likely primarily seeks to mollify public discontent. Former DNR Security Minister 

and milblogger Alexander Khodakovsky claimed that he asked the DNR military command to move exhausted and 

demoralized proxy conscripts to auxiliary tasks away from the line of contact but to no avail. 

Russia’s Ancient T-62 Tanks Are On The Move In Ukraine - After losing more than 700 of its best T-72, T-80 and 

T-90 tanks in Ukraine in the first three months of fighting, the Russian army got pretty desperate for functional armored 

vehicles. 

So desperate that, in May, the army pulled from long-term storage what might be at least a battalion’s worth of 60-year-

old T-62 tanks—perhaps 50 in all. Two weeks later, some of the museum-ready T-62s have been spotted rolling toward 

the front line outside Mykolaiv in southern Ukraine. 

“Their presence on the battlefield highlights Russia's shortage of modern, combat-ready equipment,” the U.K. Defense 

Ministry stated, referring to the T-62s. 

Russia renews focus on northern axis as it begins handing over remains of Mariupol fighters - Reports of 

heavy shelling near Izyum in the east of Ukraine suggests Russia is preparing to make a renewed effort on the northern 

axis, Britain's defense ministry has said. 

In a tweet it said that Russia's progress made through May on the southern Popasna axis has stalled over the last week 

and that the country is seeking to make gains elsewhere. 

"Russia will almost certainly need to achieve a breakthrough on at least one of these axes to translate tactical gains to 

operational level success and progress towards its political objective of controlling all of Donetsk Oblast," the ministry 

said. Meanwhile, Russia has begun handing over the remains of Ukrainian fighters killed in the Azovstal steelworks, the 

scene of the last stand in the battle for Mariupol. 

Dozens of bodies from the complex and its maze of tunnels are being taken to Kyiv for DNA testing, according to an Azov 

Regiment spokeswoman and one of its military leaders. 

Ukraine’s partisans are hitting Russian soldiers behind their own lines - Russia had taken the strategic city of 

Melitopol just 3 days into the war. Their quick and ruthless advance was supposedly made easy by Pro-Russian turncoats. 

The city, which sits almost directly in between Crimea and Donetsk is a crucial Railway hub and is strategically crucial to 

the control of the land bridge reaching Crimea. Despite the swift capture of the city, Russian occupiers have found it 

difficult to control the population. Insurgent attacks are happening almost daily, with grenade attacks, Pro Ukraine Rallies 

and sabotage of military infrastructure common occurrences within the area. “Our people are doing everything to make 

sure the land burns under the feet of the occupiers,” says the town’s mayor, Ivan Fedorov, who now resides in Ukrainian 

controlled territory. The Ukrainians government claims that Insurgents have killed more than 100 enemies in and around 

Melitopol. 



 

6 
 

Top Russian Sniper Killed by Ukraine Forces - A sniper from the 22nd Independent Spetsnaz Brigade was killed 

during the conflict. 

Alexander Kislinsky, a sharpshooter of the 22nd Spetsnaz Brigade of the Russian GRU/GU, was purportedly killed in 

Ukraine. According to pro-Russian reports, the top scout-sniper in Ukraine died a “hero” and “a fighter.” On VK circulated 

an image of his funeral, implying that his corpse was returned to Russia for burial. According to Russian accounts, Kislinksy 

was buried in his “little hometown.”  

Impacts 

Russians turn to crowdfunding for ill-equipped soldiers in Ukraine - Pro-war Russians are crowdfunding 

supplies for soldiers who have complained that Moscow has failed to arm them properly. 

Everything from rifle scopes to boots for soldiers have been sent to Ukraine, paid for by patriotic Russians through 

fundraising initiatives. 

The grassroots campaign, backed by the Kremlin and its Telegram channels, has published photos of soldiers carrying 

civilian drones and radios, all purchased by ordinary Russians. 

Can Grain Trains Save Ukrainian Farmers, And Avert A Global Food Crisis? - Ukraine's harvested crops risk 

rotting in silos or ships after Russia's February invasion, triggering fears of worsening global hunger. 

Before the war, Ukraine exported more than 5 million metric tons of grain every month, most of it via its ports on the 

Black Sea. 

But now Russian warships block those ports, making such shipments impossible, and dealing a blow to global food 

supplies, not to mention Ukraine's agricultural sector. 

Ukraine, its neighbors, and the EU, are now scrambling to find other routes to get Ukrainian grain to market, with rail 

emerging as a viable option despite a legion of logistical challenges. 

Ukraine contributes 42 percent of the sunflower oil traded on the global market, 16 percent of the corn, and 9 percent 

of the wheat -- and entire countries, especially in the Middle East and Africa, are dependent on Ukrainian imports of 

those products. 

World Food Program Executive Director David Beasley has warned that Russia's invasion of Ukraine risks turning "the 

breadbasket of the world to breadlines" for millions of people. 

Russia has said it will lift the blockade if Western sanctions are lifted, a demand Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba 

has characterized as an attempt at "blackmail." 

Ukraine also accuses Russia of looting its grain and trying to sell it to other countries, and the UN says there is anecdotal 

evidence backing that charge. 

Ukrainian Infrastructure Minister Oleksandr Kubrakov has targeted the upgrading of rail infrastructure in western Ukraine 

as a priority the EU should focus on. "Rail transport can partially undertake all the transportation of agricultural products, 

particularly grain," he said. "However, transporting goods is difficult due to western Ukraine's low border-crossing 

capacity, which is not designed for transshipping such volumes." 

Despite the logistical logjam and the ever-present threat of Russian military strikes, more and more Ukrainian agricultural 

goods are getting shipped on railroad tracks. 
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Some 768,300 metric tons of Ukrainian grain was exported by rail between May 1 and May 16, which compares with 

642,500 metric tons in April and 415,900 metric tons in March, according to the country's state-owned railway company, 

Ukrzaliznytsia, cited by the Argus blog, which covers commodity markets. 

Those numbers are expected to continue rising in the coming months amid deepening cooperation between Ukraine and 

its neighbors and partners. 

Putin 

Putin Can’t Keep Russian Mothers Silent Forever 

Families’ anger over mounting casualties is hard to contain once it bubbles over, as it has before - Putin’s 

propaganda machine has built up the image of a powerful nation with an indomitable leader and a disciplined army, 

encircled by enemies and fighting for the future of the motherland. Never mind that it was Russia that invaded Ukraine, 

that there has been plentiful evidence of Russian soldiers looting and raping, or that what was supposed to be a bloodless 

blitzkrieg has turned into a costly war of attrition. Roadside billboards with portraits of fallen soldiers carry the tagline 

“hero of victory,” though there’s no actual triumph. A popular slogan roughly translates as “we leave none of our people 

behind,” though the armed forces routinely do just that, abandoning bodies in the mud or in makeshift Ukrainian 

morgues. 

The Kremlin sustains its official narrative with a tight grip. But as the war drags on, campaign aims shifting, there’s one 

inconvenient truth that even President Vladimir Putin will increasingly struggle to muffle: the men who fail to come home. 

No constituency is as hard for him to dismiss as the mothers, wives and daughters of soldiers, especially if tempers rise 

along with widespread economic hardship. Their anger and grief has helped to galvanize public opinion in the past, 

tarnishing the image of the military and the state. It can do so again. 

We’ve seen the power of mothers before. During the 1980s bodies were returned from Afghanistan in sealed zinc coffins 

and headstones carved only with “killed fulfilling his internationalist duty.” Aided by the freedoms of glasnost, angry 

mothers began to demand information on deaths and injuries. They campaigned actively against dedovshchina, the 

brutal hazing of young conscripts, and forced the Soviet military to provide answers for the first time. 

The Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers remained front and center during the first Chechen war, when they marched to the 

capital Grozny, negotiated to bring their sons home and gathered evidence on the killed and wounded. Mothers’ fury put 

Putin on the spot over his desultory response to the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk in 2000, with 118 on board. 

“They earn $50 a month and now they’re stuck in that tin can! What did I raise him for? Do you have children?” one 

pained mother shouted at Kremlin officials. She was silenced — television footage showed her being injected with a 

substance and collapsing, though she later denied being tranquilized — but public anger was harder to soothe. 

It will play out differently in 2022. 

The ability to press the military for transparency in the late 1980s, mothers’ influence during the Chechen war in the 

1990s, and even the outbursts over Kursk, were possible in a context of relative media and political freedom, thanks to 

perestroika’s reforms and the chaos that followed. It’s no accident the mothers had far less success during the second 

Chechen campaign, as Putin’s time in office got underway. Today, there’s wall-to-wall propaganda glorifying the fallen, 

control of the media and little tolerance for protest of any kind. 

It’s telling that a list of nearly 1,100 fatalities analyzed by the BBC Russian Service in early April did not include a single 

man from Moscow, a city of roughly 13 million. There were only five from the wider Moscow region and one from St 

Petersburg. Buryatia, a republic with fewer than a million people, had 52 fallen servicemen. Dagestan, in the Caucasus 

and with some three million inhabitants, had 93. 
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And there’s the simple reality that a death is easier for families to handle if it is heroic, making them more likely to accept 

the official line, even when it flies in the face of their experience. When Nobel Prize-winner Svetlana Alexievich wrote her 

polyphonic book on the soldiers of the Soviet war in Afghanistan and their families — “Boys in Zinc”, after their coffins 

— she was threatened, and eventually sued by several of her subjects for libel and defamation. “Mothers of sons who 

had died in Afghanistan came to the trial with portraits of their children, with their medals and insignia,” she later wrote. 

“And, to me, the mothers said, ‘We do not need your truth, we have our own truth.’” 

But with every casualty, the fiction is harder to sustain, and the questions more pressing. It’s a risk that grows with every 

sunk cruiser or badly hit parachute regiment. Especially when the war’s goals remain murky. 

Ukraine has spotted the opportunity. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has appealed directly to Russian mothers. The 

government in Kyiv set up a hotline and runs a Telegram channel and website with pictures of those captured, for families 

searching for loved ones — to spread the word. 

It’s a danger Putin recognizes and has struggled with since his plans for a three-day war went wrong in late February. He 

has repeatedly said there are no conscripts on the front in Ukraine — the use of conscripts in battle remains a highly 

sensitive issue — and has resisted mass mobilization. But his Defense Ministry has had to acknowledge that some 

conscripts have been deployed, and some captured. And facing heavy losses of troops and equipment, Putin has just 

removed the upper age limit for contract soldiers. As the fight drags on, he will have to pull in reserves, or more of those 

doing their compulsory military service. (Though most likely not women, who make up a tiny portion of the armed forces 

and are not generally permitted in frontline roles.) 

Three factors make matters worse for Putin. One is that even by the standards of autocrats, he struggles with empathy 

that might help navigate a public crisis. He only found time to visit injured servicemen three months after the invasion of 

Ukraine, and the Kremlin’s idea of presidential compassion was footage of wooden handshakes distributed in a spotless 

Moscow hospital where no one actually appeared to be particularly ill. As Noble put it to me, it’s a personalist regime 

without a human face. 

Then, there’s the fact that unlike around the annexation of Crimea in 2014, the patriotic surge in Russian opinion shown 

in surveys after the fighting began also shows significant anxiety. Asked in March what they felt about the war, most did 

first mention pride in Russia — but then it was fear, anxiety and horror. For younger respondents, fear, anxiety and horror 

came first. There are already disgruntled relatives speaking up and attacks on draft offices. 

Finally, there’s Putin’s emphasis on women as mothers, as he grapples with Russia’s dismal demographics and leans on 

traditionalist views to rein in society. He has, for example, sought to restore the Soviet title of “Heroine Mother” for 

women with large families. It’s hard to glorify, then silence. 

Moms and wives can’t topple Putin or end the fight, just as their distress didn’t force troops out of Afghanistan or end 

the Soviet Union. But their grief and growing numbers of casualties — which state media cannot airbrush away with 

laudatory coverage alone — tarnishes the military and the state with unpredictable consequences. 

Expansion of conflict 

China could put 1,000 nukes in range of US, Europe with bullet-train missile launchers - China is studying 

the use of high-speed railways equipped with missile launchers to move intercontinental ballistic missiles around the 

country and, according to one military researcher, the rail system could be used to move up to 1,000 nuclear warheads 

within range of targets in the U.S. and Europe. 
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Rick Fischer, a Chinese military researcher at the Global Taiwan Institute, told The Sun this week that such a high-speed 

rail system could allow China to house and support an additional 1,000 warheads, it can move to different parts of the 

country, to put the weapons within striking range of targets either in Europe or the U.S. 

“It’s not inconceivable that China’s rail system could support 1,000 additional warheads capable of reaching European 

and American targets,” Fischer said. 

In March, the South China Morning Post had reported that Chinese researchers believe high-speed rail-based ballistic 

missile launchers may be better suited to move and fire nuclear-capable ballistic missile launchers than previously 

thought. 

EU Blames Russia for Food Crisis, Russian UN Envoy Walks Out - European Council President Charles Michel is 

accusing Russia of using food supplies as “a stealth missile against developing countries” and blaming the Kremlin for the 

looming global food crisis. 

Michel addressed Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia directly at the council meeting, saying he saw millions of tons of 

grain and wheat stuck in containers and ships at the Ukrainian port of Odessa a few weeks ago. 

That was “because of Russian warships in the Black Sea," and Moscow’s attacks on transport infrastructure and grain 

storage facilities, and its tanks, bombs and mines that are preventing Ukraine from planting and harvesting, he said. 

“This is driving up food prices, pushing people into poverty, and destabilizing entire regions,” Michel said. “Russia is solely 

responsible for this looming food crisis. Russia alone.” 

Michel also accused Russian forces of stealing grain from areas it has occupied “while shifting the blame of others,” calling 

this “cowardly” and “propaganda, pure and simple.” 

Nebenzia walked out during Michel's briefing, giving Russia’s seat to another diplomat. 

Humanitarian 

Russian diplomat leaves U.N. meeting after claims of sexual violence in Ukraine - Russia's Ambassador to 

the United Nations Vassily Nebenzia walked out of a Security Council meeting on Monday as European Council President 

Charles Michel accused Moscow of being wholly responsible for exasperating the global food crisis with its war in Ukraine. 

The council's 15-member states convened in Washington for a meeting focused on the effects of Russia's war on women. 

Court Bans Publication Of Information On Russian Military Death Toll In Ukraine - Several Russian online 

newspapers have been forced to take down a list of the country’s military personnel killed in Moscow's unprovoked 

invasion of Ukraine after a court ruled the information was banned from being distributed. 

The online publications 74.RU, NGS24.RU, NGS55.RU, 93.RU, 63.RU,NGS.RU, and E1.RU issued statements on June 6 

saying they had to remove the list due to a ruling by the Svetlogorsk city court in Russia's far western Kaliningrad exclave. 

The move was initiated by the military prosecutor's office of the Baltic Fleet's garrison after the list appeared online. 

The court justified the decision by saying that "revealing the number of military losses during a war or special military 

operation in a peaceful period" can be classified as revealing military secrets, which could be considered a crime. 

The exact number of Russian military personnel killed in Ukraine since February 24, the first day of Russia's war against 

its neighbor, remains unknown. 
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Containment 

Britain to send long-range missiles to Ukraine after Russia hits Kyiv - Britain will send an unspecified number of 

M270 launchers, which can fire precision-guided rockets up to 50 miles. 

The UK will send its first long-range missiles to 

Ukraine after Russia struck the outskirts of Kyiv for 

the first time since April. 

 Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said Britain will send 

an unspecified number of M270 launchers, which 

can fire precision-guided rockets up to 50 miles – a 

longer range than any missile technology currently 

in use in the war. 

“The UK stands with Ukraine in this fight and is 

taking a leading role in supplying its heroic troops 

with the vital weapons they need to defend their 

country from unprovoked invasion,” Mr Wallace 

said in a statement from the Ministry of Defence 

(MoD). 

“If the international community continues its 

support, I believe Ukraine can win. 

“As Russia’s tactics change, so must our support to Ukraine. These highly capable multiple-launch rocket systems will 

enable our Ukrainian friends to better protect themselves against the brutal use of long-range artillery, which Putin’s 

forces have used indiscriminately to flatten cities.” 

Spain to send tanks, missiles to Ukraine - Spain is ready to send Leopard battle tanks and anti-aircraft missiles to 

Ukraine.  

The move would mark an increase of Spanish military support of Kyiv. Spain will also provide training for the Ukrainian 

army on using the tanks, according to the report, which cites government sources. 

The instruction would begin in Latvia, which already hosts 500 Spanish soldiers as part of a NATO operation, and a second 

phase could potentially take place in Spain, according to El Pais. 

How Western heavy weaponry can make a difference in the war in Ukraine - “Artillery sweat saves infantry 

blood.” 

The Ukrainian military has this saying for a reason. 

It has been weeks since Ukraine began to ask desperately for heavy western weaponry, particularly advanced tubed and 

rocket artillery, as part of an effort to turn the tide of Russia’s invasion, which is not going too well for Kyiv.  

Despite much deliberation in the West, there seemed to be a drastic shift after the U.S. approved the transfer of a number 

of M142 HIMARS multiple launch rocket systems to Ukraine in late May. 

The HIMARS and their munitions are expected to be part of a new $700 million aid package that also includes a lot more 

hardware, such as counter-fire radars, new FGM-148 Javelin anti-tank weapons, artillery rounds, vehicles, and spare 

parts.  
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Moreover, as it became known on June 1, the United Kingdom also requested the U.S. give the green light to provide 

Ukraine with M270, an even heavier and more advanced rocket system produced in the U.S.  

The U.S. supply follows a series of advanced tubed artillery transfers, particularly 155-millimeter M777 howitzers, a new 

holy grail to Ukraine’s military community that has already been deployed to war zones. 

Ukraine is hoping for a break.  

New towed and rocket pieces, if delivered quickly and in large quantities, are expected to become the war’s key game-

changer. 

At the core of its battlefield tactics, Russian artillery devastates everything in front of its advancing groupings, be it 

Ukrainian lines or populated cities. Then it lets the infantry advance through smoldering ruins.  

Russian forces used this tactic in the Ukrainian cities like Mariupol, Volnovakha, and Popasna, which have ceased to exist 

as human settlements, being heavily ruined or even razed to the ground. 

Russia’s artillery losses, however, are huge as well. 

Ukraine’s military falls far behind in terms of quantities of artillery and rocket pieces in the field, as well as in terms of 

munitions available. According to multiple reports from the war zone of Donbas, Russia’s expenditure on munitions in 

combat is several times bigger than that of Ukraine’s. 

According to the Ukrainian command, the solution is to acquire large quantities of heavy Western artillery — more 

advanced, effective, and smarter than Russia’s Soviet-made pieces. This inevitably means that Ukraine needs to adopt 

NATO’s 155-millimeter caliber along with the dwindling Soviet 152-millimeter.  

Ukraine’s long-lasting project of switching to NATO rounds as part of its defense reform to gain full compatibility with 

the Alliance has accelerated by the needs of war.  

Western howitzers generally outstrip older Soviet 152-millimeter pieces in terms of effective range, depending on the 

sort of rounds used. 

The 155-millimeter M777, over 100 pieces of which Ukraine has already received from Canada, Australia, and the U.S., 

has an effective range of 22.5 kilometers (with M795 rounds), or more than 30 kilometers (with M549A1 rounds). Ukraine 

was also provided with a number of M982 Excalibur guided shells for the M777A2 version, with an effective range of 40 

kilometers.  

At the same time, merely comparable Soviet-made 152-millimeter towed 2А65 Msta-B has a maximum range of 24.7 

kilometers (with a usual HE projectile) and the maximum range of 28.5 kilometers with an enhanced round. 

The French-provided CAESAR has an effective range of up to 41 kilometers with an ERFB round and almost 50 kilometers 

with an Excalibur. A close Soviet counterpart 2S5 Giatsint-S has an estimated maximum of only 33 kilometers. 

Ukraine’s munitions shortage should be satisfied with extensive Western supplies: Canada and the U.S. alone have 

pledged to send a total of 220,000 rounds so far. The latest U.S. aid package alone includes 15,000 rounds. 

Ukraine, at the same time, still does not have a facility to manufacture large quantities of artillery rounds of neither Soviet 

nor NATO caliber.  

Ukraine’s military has, however, proved to be effective in operating what it has in the field, despite shortages. 

All the advantages of the Western weapons combined together are expected to effectively suppress the Russian artillery 

and push it back beyond the distance from which it can deliver massive fire upon Ukrainian lines. 



 

12 
 

By June, Ukraine had acquired a number of 155-millimeter pieces, many of which have already been confirmed to be in 

use in Donbas. Norway has already donated a reported 20 M109A3GN pieces, while Germany and the Netherlands have 

sent 12 PhZ 2000s.  

France, against expectations, has already sent CAESARs, 12 pieces, according to media reports, which have already seen 

combat. France is expected to send more. Nearly 30 Dana/Dana M2s are coming from the Czech Republic, and a number 

of FH.70s have been provided by Italy and Estonia.  

On June 2, Ukraine also signed a contract to get eight modernized howitzers Zuzana 2s, while Poland has committed to 

manufacturing a total of 60 AHS Krab howitzers in the coming months.  

All of them will be united under the use of the universal NATO caliber of 155 millimeters. 

Geopolitics 

China’s foreign minister in Kazakhstan as Ukraine, Afghanistan uncertainties rumble - Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi began a four-day trip to Kazakhstan on Monday, with Beijing trying to shore up its ties with Central Asia 

amid uncertainties in Afghanistan and the ongoing Ukraine war. 

During the trip, Wang is expected to meet Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and Foreign Minister Mukhtar 

Tileuberdi in the capital Nur-Sultan. 

Wang will hold talks with his counterparts from four other former Soviet republics in the region – Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. 

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Is Changing Regional Politics in the North Caucasus - Russia’s large-scale re-

invasion of Ukraine continues to send tremors across the wider region as well as inside the Russian Federation, including 

transforming the politics of Russia’s regions. Earlier plans by Moscow to amalgamate various federal entities and to create 

several large supra-regional metropolitan areas across the country had to be put on hold, writes Alexei Nikishin, an expert 

with the analytical website Club of the Regions. During war time and against the backdrop of unprecedented Western 

sanctions pressure, the Russian government has been forced to tackle more urgent tasks than experimenting with the 

system of territorial governance. Besides, compulsory regional amalgamations might generate conflicts that negate 

whatever positive economic effects such innovations were meant to bring, Nikishin concedes. Notably, the Russian expert 

blames the war in Ukraine on the Ukrainian elites’ allegedly attempts to impose the same model of governance on diverse 

regions; he assures that Russia will not make the same mistake domestically (Club of the Regions, May 26). Of course, 

Moscow has tried to incorporate the Circassian-minority Republic of Adygea into the Russian-majority Krasnodar Krai for 

years (see EDM, June 16, 2020). But the Russian government is likely to put off such plans for now, due to its focus on 

the ongoing war in Ukraine and out of fear of fueling fresh domestic conflicts. 

Russia’s ethnic minority members are dying in Ukraine in large numbers, according to some reports (Meduza, April 10). 

However, due to the Kremlin’s persistence in obfuscating combat losses, true casualty figures are difficult to evaluate. 

While the proportionality of battlefield deaths among North Caucasians remains open to conjecture, what is clearer is 

that this Russian region seems to be the least supportive of the war. According to a May 2–5 survey by the sociological 

pollster Russian Field, only 41 percent of respondents in the North Caucasus Federal District expressed support for 

continuing Russia’s “special military operation” in Ukraine, while 31 percent said they would like to see it end; the rest 

(28 percent) declined to answer. For comparison, 61 percent of those polled in Central Russia supported the continuation 

of the war (RBC, May 18). 


