
 

1 
 

Conflict Update # 277 

November 27th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 87,310 (600) soldiers killed, 2,905 (+4) enemy tanks, 5,856 (+8) armored  combat vehicles, 1,897 (+1) 

artillery systems, 395 (+0) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,555 

(+1) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 531 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,412 (+6) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 163 (+2) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

The Dnipropetrovsk region was hit by five Russian attacks from multiple rocket launchers and heavy artillery, 

said Governor Reznichenko. Several houses and other buildings were destroyed, but there were no reported casualties. 
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At least 32 people in the southern Ukrainian region of Kherson have been killed by Russian shelling since 

pro-Moscow forces pulled out two weeks ago, the head of Ukraine’s police said. 

Fleeing shelling, civilians streamed out of the southern Ukrainian city of Kherson, recaptured weeks ago. 

Cold weather is slowing military activity on the front line, reported the ISW think-tank. 

Ukraine accused the Kremlin of reviving the “genocidal” tactics of Josef Stalin as Kyiv commemorated a Soviet-

era famine that killed millions of Ukrainians in the winter of 1932-33. 

Heavy snowfall was expected in the capital, Kyiv, with temperatures dropping below freezing day and night. 

Millions of people in and around the Ukrainian capital remain with little electricity and heat. 

Kyiv Mayor Klitschko said more than 3,000 specialists for a local utility continued to work “around the clock” 

and succeeded in restoring heat to more than 90 percent of residential buildings. 

While about one-quarter of Kyiv residents remained without electricity, Klitschko said water services had 

returned to all in the city. 

The overall pace of operations along the frontline has slowed in recent days due to deteriorating weather 

conditions but is likely to increase starting in the next few weeks as temperatures drop and the ground freezes 

throughout the theater.  

Ukrainian and Russian reporting from critical frontline areas throughout eastern and southern Ukraine, including 

Svatove, Bakhmut, and Vuhledar, indicates that operations on both sides are currently bogged down by heavy rain and 

resulting heavy mud.  

Temperatures are forecasted to drop throughout Ukraine over the next week, which will likely freeze the ground and 

expedite the pace of fighting as mobility increases for both sides. The temperature in areas in Ukraine’s northeast, such 

as along the Svatove-Kreminna line, will dip to near-or-below-freezing daily highs between November 28 and December 

4. It will likely take the ground some days of consistent freezing temperatures to solidify, which means that ground 

conditions are likely to be set to allow the pace of operations to increase throughout Ukraine over the course of the 

weekend of December 3-4 and into the following week. It is unclear if either side is actively planning or preparing to 

resume major offensive or counter-offensive operations at that time, but the meteorological factors that have been 

hindering such operations will begin lifting. 

Russian officials may be attempting to counterbalance the influence of Wagner Group financier Yevgeny 

Prigozhin through the promotion of other parallel military structures. The Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate 

(GUR) reported on November 26 that Russian officials appointed a Viktor Yanukovych-linked, pro-Kremlin businessman, 

Armen Sarkisyan, as the new administrator for prisons in Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine and that Sarkisyan 

intends to use the role to create a new “private military company.”  

The GUR reported that Sarkisyan modeled his effort to create a new private military company on the Wagner Group’s 

recruitment of prisoners in the Russian Federation and that Russian-Armenian businessman Samvel Karapetyan is 

sponsoring the effort. Karapetyan is the owner of Tashir Holding company, a longtime subcontractor for Russian state-

owned energy company Gazprom.  

The GUR reported that Sarkisyan’s attempt to create a new private military structure is an attempt to create a 

counterweight to Prigozhin’s de facto monopoly in the field of Russian private military companies. It is likely that high-

ranking Russian officials have approved Sarkisyan’s efforts as private military companies are illegal in Russia. 
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Head of the Chechen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov reported that he met with Putin on November 25 and claimed they 

discussed the participation of Chechen units in the war in Ukraine and the creation of new Russian military and 

Rosgvardia units comprised of Chechen personnel. ISW has previously reported that Kadyrov routinely promotes his 

efforts to create Chechen-based parallel military structures.  

Russian officials may be further promoting Kadyrov’s existing parallel military structures and Sarkisyan’s efforts to 

create a private military company to counteract the growing influence of Prigozhin, whom ISW has previously assessed 

uses his own parallel military structures to establish himself as a central figure in the Russian pro-war ultranationalist 

community. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast-Western 

Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces 

continued defensive operations 

against ongoing Ukrainian 

counteroffensives along the Svatove-

Kreminna line on November 26.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian troops are 

conducting active defense operations 

northwest of Svatove in the direction 

of Kupyansk and west of Kreminna in 

the direction of Lyman. Russian 

sources continued to discuss 

marginal Russian advances within 

Novoselivske, 15km northwest of 

Svatove. The Russian MoD claimed 

that Russian troops repelled 

Ukrainian attacks on Kolomychikha 

(10km west of Svatove) and 

Ploshchanka (15km north of 

Kreminna).  

Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast Head 

Serhiy Haidai noted that Ukrainian 

troops are continuing to succeed 

around Svatove and Kreminna, 

partially due to the low quality and 

incoherence of mobilized Russian 

recruits operating in the area. Haidai 

reported that Ukrainian troops are 

additionally defending against 

continual Russian attacks on 

Bilohorivka, 10km south of Kreminna. 
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Donetsk Oblast - Russian 

forces continued to conduct 

offensive operations around 

Bakhmut on November 26. 

UGS reported that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian 

assaults near Bakhmut, 

within 4km south of 

Bakhmut near Opytne, and 

within 18km northeast of 

Bakhmut near Soledar, 

Bakhmutske, and Yakovlivka.  

A Russian milblogger posted 

a control of terrain map 

claiming that Russian forces 

control Opytne, although 

ISW has not observed visual 

evidence to corroborate this 

claim. Russian and Ukrainian 

sources continued to claim 

that muddy conditions are 

slowing operations in the 

Bakhmut area. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that 

fierce fighting between 

Ukrainian and Russian forces 

continued on the southern 

outskirts of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued to 

conduct offensive operations 

in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City 

area on November 26. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian assaults within 23km southwest of Avdiivka near Pervomaiske, Krasnohorivka, and Nevelske.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces also continued offensive operations in the direction of 

Novomykhailivka (36km southwest of Avdiivka). Geolocated footage posted on November 26 shows Ukrainian forces 

striking advancing Russian tanks southwest of Novoselivka Druha (9km northeast of Avdiivka). 

Russian forces continued to conduct defensive operations in western Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts on 

November 26. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces are conducting active defensive operations in 

these areas. The Russian MoD claimed Russian forces repelled Ukrainian counterattacks within 79km southwest of 

Donetsk City near Mykilske and Vremivka in western Donetsk Oblast. UGS reported that Russian forces continued 

routine artillery and air strikes along the line of contact in Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 
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Southern Axis - Russian forces 

continued establishing 

fortifications in eastern Kherson 

Oblast and conducted routine 

artillery fire against areas on the 

west (right) bank of the Dnipro 

River on November 26. UGS 

reported enemy forces are 

fortifying positions along an 

unspecified coastline, likely 

referring to the Black Sea coast, 

and are preparing a defense-in-

depth. Russian forces are 

reportedly moving MLRS and S-

300 systems closer to Kherson 

City, indicating they may intend to 

increase the tempo of rocket and 

anti-air missile strikes against 

ground targets north of the 

Dnipro River in the coming days. 

Ukrainian officials reported that 

Russian forces shelled Kherson 

City, Antonivka, Chornobaivka, 

and Beryslav – all on the west 

(right) bank of the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian forces continued to 

strike Russian force 

concentrations and military assets 

in Russian rear areas in southern 

Ukraine. UGS reported their forces 

struck a Russian ammunition 

depot in Melitopol, Zaporizhia 

Oblast, injuring 50 Russian military 

personnel, and two warehouses in 

Vasylivskyi Raion, injuring 130 personnel and destroying seven pieces of equipment.  

The Ukrainian Mayor of Melitopol, Ivan Fedorov, reported Ukrainian forces struck a Russian ammunition depot in 

Mykhailivka on the northern outskirts of Melitopol on November 25 and a Russian milblogger claimed Ukrainian forces 

struck Chaplynka (40km south of Nova Kakhovka on the T2202 Nova Kakhovka-Armiansk route) and Skadovsk (R57-

T2213 intersection on the Kherson City-Skadovsk route) in Kherson Oblast. 

Russian forces continued to conduct routine artillery, rocket, and missile strikes west of Hulyaipole and in Mykolaiv and 

Dnipropetrovsk oblasts on November 26. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces struck Dnipro 

City.  

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces shelled Ochakiv, less than 5km north of the Kinburn Spit. 

Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces shelled Nikopol and Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 
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Freezing Russian troops giving away positions by lighting fires - Russian soldiers are giving away their 

positions on the front lines in Ukraine by lighting fires as colder weather draws in, a Ukrainian official has said. 

Serhiy Cherevaty, a spokesman for Ukraine's armed forces, was cited by Ukrainian media outlets as saying that poorly 

equipped mobilized Russian troops in Ukraine's eastern Donbas region have been left with no choice but to light fires to 

keep themselves warm. 

In doing so, the Russian soldiers are exposing their positions to Ukraine's armed forces, he said. 

"The newly mobilized, who have not yet been taught how to properly disguise themselves and not unmask their 

position, and have poor ammunition—they lit fires, smoked in the trenches—unmasked positions for the artillery of the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine," Cherevaty said, Ukraine's Liga News reported. 

Cherevaty also said that Russian soldiers are wearing low-quality clothing and boots that are unsuitable for the colder 

weather. 

The British Ministry of Defence said last week that challenges that will arise as winter weather draws in will hit the 

"already low" morale of Russian troops. 

"Winter will bring a change in conflict conditions for both Russian and Ukrainian forces. Changes to daylight hours, 

temperature and weather will present unique challenges for fighting soldiers," the ministry said in an assessment of 

Russia's war against Ukraine. 

Russian conscripts given dead soldiers' uniforms to fight - Troops drafted to fight for Russian forces are going 

into battle wearing the uniforms of dead or wounded soldiers, according to the Ukrainian military. 

The Luhansk Oblast's military administration said on Tuesday some of those conscripted to fight for Russia were given 

uniforms that have the "personal belonging of their previous owners," who were dead or wounded. 

"Equipment that is being sent to the so-called 'Luhansk People's Republic' can be purchased at local markets," the 

update said, according to pro-Ukrainian news outlet Pravda.com. 

Russian draftees not being paid - With the stated aim of enlisting 300,000 reservists for the invasion of Ukraine, 

the draft has been beset by claims from recruits and their families about a lack of equipment and training, as well as 

promised payments not materializing. 

Russian conscripts have 'no clue what to do' in Ukraine: soldier's wife - Stories continue to emerge 

suggesting that new Russian military conscripts are being deployed to the frontlines in Ukraine without adequate 

training. 

Amid ongoing and increasingly significant military failures in Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir Putin issued a partial 

mobilization order in late September, the country's first since World War II. The stated goal was to draft 300,000 men 

into service, though the last figure given by officials was 220,000 before the mobilization was concluded. 

Since the mobilization, a multitude of reports has emerged indicating that the drafted soldiers were facing great 

hardships, including poor living conditions in camps and accusations of inadequate training. On Sunday, the 

Washington Post added to this trend with a new report on concerns expressed by the wives of various Russian soldiers. 

The report cites numerous women, including a St. Petersburg woman referred to only as "Yana," who described herself 

as being pro-war before her husband was conscripted to fight. Yana told the Post that she has heard allegations that 

men have had to purchase their own warm clothing and are being sent to the front in Ukraine with inadequate levels of 

training and left to fend for themselves without clear orders. 
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"They do not have any orders and they do not have any tasks," she said. "I spoke to my husband yesterday and he said 

that they have no clue what to do. They were just abandoned, and they have lost all trust, all faith in the authorities." 

Another wife, 37-year-old Irina Sokolova, said that the reports being presented to Russian citizens about the war effort 

on TV are inaccurate and do not reflect the troubles she has heard about. She described a phone call from her husband 

in which he, while crying, said that state-run media pundits "are lying on television" about the invasion of Ukraine. Prior 

to conscription, her husband had assumed that things were much better than they turned out to be. 

"Of course he had no idea how terrible it would be there," Sokolova told the Post. "We watch our federal TV channels, 

and they say that everything is perfect." 

Sokolova further alleged that her husband had received no actual military training before being sent to Ukraine. 

According to her testimony, he was drafted on September 22, and by September 26, he already arrived at the front. 

In its most recent report on the war in Ukraine, the Institute for the Study of War stated that around 1,500 Russian 

women with disabled children or more than three children had petitioned the Kremlin to exempt their husbands from 

being conscripted into the military. 

Russia claims NATO attempted to fly drones into Russia - The drones were allegedly flown near the Pskov 

region, which is located along Russia's border with Estonia and Latvia. 

NATO drones have attempted to cross the border of the Pskov Region of Russia repeatedly starting prior to Russia's 

invasion of Ukraine and continuing to the present day, the governor of the Pskov Region, Mikhail Vedernikov, claimed 

on Saturday, according to TASS. 

"We have never provided extensive coverage to that but there were attempts of military unmanned aerial vehicles and 

other aircraft to illegally cross the border," said Vedernikov. 

"All such ‘peaceful interaction’ was ‘flourishing’ even before the start of the special military operation," added the 

governor. "Clearly all that has aggravated further at present." 

Putin 

Russia elites in secret talks to get rid of Putin: Ex-Ukraine official – A former foreign minister of Ukraine 

alleges that a group of people around Vladimir Putin are covertly discussing how to oust the Russian president from 

power amid the ongoing Ukrainian war. 

In an opinion piece published Tuesday by The New Voice of Ukraine, Volodymyr Ohryzko wrote that these purportedly 

secret talks are aimed at getting rid of Putin to safeguard the participants' interests. 

"A lot is being done behind Putin's back, which, of course, he is not informed about," Ohryzko wrote. "But a group of 

people who stand on the side or above or below Putin (it does not matter), who will lose a lot from the current 

absolutely catastrophic situation for Russia, will definitely think about how to exchange Putin for their security, for 

further financial gain, and to return to their previous paradise life in the West." 

Ohryzko, who served as Ukraine's foreign minister from 2007 to 2009, added that he was "convinced that these non-

public negotiations have been going on for a long time." 

But it may be premature to believe Putin is about to be replaced. Many times this has been projected to the world at 

large, only for him to appear once again, even more powerful and still in place. But who knows?, there may be a change 

afoot, but sometimes better the devil you know than the one you don’t.  
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Insider accounts of living in Kherson 

‘Russians are the ones killing us’ 

Oleksandr, 44. The city of Kherson, west bank of the Dnipro River (liberated by Ukraine)  - We have been getting by 

without bread for three weeks: the ovens in bakeries run on electricity, and there’s no power. But it’s better to not 

have bread than to live in the “Kherson people’s republic.” The water utility department and the thermal power station 

have been blown up. [Russian soldiers] looted everything: schools, hospitals, museums, fire departments, hotels, and 

even private houses. But people are happy. 

We’re like sitting ducks. Daily shelling is now our biggest enemy. The only thought anyone has is: “God, please spare 

us.” When you hear the sound of a blast hit somewhere not in your backyard, it means that you’re safe for now. 

My solar panels, which I had installed before the Rashists (Rashism, or Russian fascism, is a term used to describe the 

political ideology of the current Russian government — translator’s note) withdrew, are in working condition, they’re 

the only way for me to get by. There has been no power, heating, or water for three weeks. 

Law enforcement agents are looking for and arresting the collaborators who hadn’t managed to leave in time. I don’t 

know what will happen to those who received Russian passports. I don’t have any such acquaintances. I think that only 

a handful of people received them. 

Most likely, those who had campaigned for Russia, had helped to carry out the “referendum,” left the city. They 

understand that people would, let’s say, be out there with pitchforks, looking for them. 

I don’t know whether mob justice is on the cards here. I doubt it. But these bastards will not escape justice and prison 

terms. We’re not Russians, so we won’t be taking people to unknown locations with a black bag on their head in the 

middle of the night. On the other hand, I can’t answer for people whose relatives were tortured to death because of 

collaborators’ snitching or bidding. 

After Kherson’s liberation, I was finally able to go back to my factory, from where the Orcs (a term Ukrainians use to 

describe Russian soldiers — translator’s note) had dragged me out with a rifle against my back in March. Our 

servicemen said that all facilities had been mined, so I shouldn’t go there for now. They say that if somebody is very 

nosy, they can enter the factory, but no one guarantees the safety of their limbs if they do.  

Basically, I haven’t been back yet, although I’m very curious as to what is left of my factory and what was looted. In any 

case, I can’t turn the production back on today, even if the guys demine the building — there’s no power. 

When the first supermarket opened after the city’s liberation, I made my way there quickly, as did many. There were so 

many people inside. The queue was stretched from the entrance up to the cash registers. 

But I didn’t even go inside the store — I made it only to the cash register — to buy Ukrainian cigarettes. I disliked the 

Rashist cigarettes so much that I almost quit smoking. I tried all of their brands, the ones which were shipped to the city 

from Crimea. There must be something wrong with the way they produce them.  

The market is open again, too. But for now, they’re selling the remaining Russian items.  

No one accepts Russian rubles. People don’t have rubles anyway. The people who used them were mostly collaborators 

and Russian soldiers. They left the city — and so did their currency. 

A lot of humanitarian aid and hot meal distribution points have been opened around the city. If a person can’t leave 

their house, they have to find a way to let someone know — then food will be delivered to them. It’s important not 

only to provide humanitarian aid to people but to make them feel protected. 
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We’re very angry at Russians. Our relationship had been great until Putin attacked Ukraine. My parents are Russian, 

they moved to the Kherson region from a closed town in the Urals. I was born here, in Ukraine. 

My entire life I spoke Russian, but now I have to speak Ukrainian, because I am ashamed to use the language of the 

invaders. 

On the day of the liberation I was installing the solar panels on the roof; then I saw a (Ukrainian) military vehicle drive 

by. I couldn’t believe it. I thought the Rashists were planning some hoax, that they used the Ukrainian Armed Forces’ 

colors on purpose, to make people exit their houses. Then I saw many more vehicles drive by — the happiness was 

overwhelming.  

I haven’t seen any soldiers around the city lately, they went further on their way. The Security Service of Ukraine, 

police, firemen, and doctors have returned to Kherson. Life is going back to normal, however, we’re constantly being 

shelled from the east bank [of the Dnipro River]. They fire at random, it’s impossible to guess where the Rashists will 

fire next. In general, the shelling mostly damages residential buildings. 

A shell hit the house of this guy I know; the ceiling fell down in his daughter’s bedroom. The only thing that saved her 

was the bed having a tall iron headboard; the ceiling fell on it, so the girl didn’t die. 

A few days ago, a mine hit the dog house in a neighbor’s backyard, the dog was killed. The fence between the houses 

was blown up, the building was damaged, the windows were blown out. Surprisingly, everything was fixed within a day. 

Just a few days ago, I was thinking, what is the point of going somewhere else if all of Ukraine is being shelled — you 

can’t escape your destiny. I know some Kherson residents who were able to escape occupation but ended up under fire 

and were wounded or even killed by Russian missiles on the Ukraine-controlled territory.  

After the attack on my neighbor’s backyard, I was left with a strong desire to leave, but we will stay for now. My car 

runs on electricity. As luck would have it, for the last week it’s been cloudy and raining, so I can’t charge it. Even if I 

wanted to leave, I wouldn’t be able to.  

On the other hand, Kherson has come back to life. People go out in the streets, the looks on their faces are lighter than 

before. Children are now running around the city. So, we will carry on. 

Lydia, 75. The city of Kherson, the west bank of the Dnipro River (liberated by Ukraine) - I haven’t been outside once 

since the day Kherson was liberated. There’s no power, so the lift doesn’t work, and I can’t get far with just my cane 

after the stroke. Sometimes the mobile connection turns back on, and I can talk [to my relatives] for a couple of 

minutes. But that doesn’t happen every day.  

There’s no water, power, or gas in my flat. It’s cold, but I have put all the blankets in one room; I get warm, as much as I 

can. My 15-year-old grandson comes by every day. He tells me the latest news, brings me water and food. Every few 

days, he takes my phone and takes it somewhere to charge it.  

I cried so hard upon learning that Ukraine’s army had entered the city. We’re not slaves anymore — there’s nothing like 

this feeling. We now just have to make it to the end of the war and see our relatives come back to the city. 

I live near the river. We get shelled several times a day. My house hasn’t been hit yet. My grandson and I have put duct 

tape on my windows.  

Everything trembles during explosions, but my windows have remained undamaged for now. 

You know, my husband died a year ago. For half a century, he and I went through all hardships together.  
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You won’t believe it but every time I pray to God I say: “Lord, I thank you for not making him go through this.” He was 

Russian, our children live in St. Petersburg. He wouldn’t be able to survive this: Russians are the ones killing us. 

‘I’m tired of being scared’ 

Natasha, 44. The city of Hola Prystan, the east bank of the Dnipro River (still under Russian occupation) - My children 

and I continue waiting for the Ukrainian Armed Forces to arrive. It seems that the Rashists realised that local residents 

were not planning on leaving the city, so everything they had closed down while getting the administration out of 

Kherson is now open again. Also, all of their restrictions blew up in their faces. 

A week ago, I was biking with my kid, going home after seeing my sick father, when a military [vehicle] Tigr stopped 

beside us. The soldiers asked me where they could find an emergency service. Someone was moaning in the vehicle. 

But where will they find doctors if their authorities have shut everything down and left? 

So, the soldiers drove around the city with their wounded, trying to find any help at all. They went to the city of 

Skadovsk after. I don’t know if they made it, they needed to drive 60 kilometres before reaching the Skadovsk hospital. 

But I don’t feel sorry for them at all. 

We were left without power and water for some time. The gas didn’t get turned off, so we used it to get warm. We 

turned on the stove and the oven — if the kitchen is warm, the house isn’t as cold. Everything works now, although 

with outages. The Russian phone service continues working, although not always. Luckily for us, the Ukrainian service 

sometimes gets through, too, although there’s still no Internet. 

Explosions are heard around the city every day. Last night, the blast was so powerful that my children and I jumped up. 

But then we looked around: the house was undamaged, we were unhurt — so, we went back to bed. But I couldn’t fall 

back asleep. I haven’t gotten enough sleep in nine months, but I’m not as frightened as I was in the beginning of the 

war — I’m tired of being scared, I want to be free of the invaders, and I am ready to endure hardships, waiting for our 

soldiers to arrive. 

‘Will I be sent to jail?’ 

Pavlo, 76. The city of Hola Prystan, the east bank of the Dnipro River (still under Russian occupation) - I’m too ill now, 

I don’t leave the house at all. I had one joy left — I used to go fishing; on the days I had enough strength to move 

around with my cane. Now, I don’t go anymore — I no longer have the strength to do it, and the river bank has been 

mined. I was upset when Kherson was liberated (Pavlo lives in the opposite bank which is still under Russian control). 

Apparently, Ukraine’s army can reach us, too? And what will happen to us? Will I be sent to jail? I did agree to start 

receiving the Russian pension when I was no longer able to receive the Ukrainian one.  

My son says that Ukraine’s Armed Forces are burning the houses of the people who received Russian passports and 

pensions in Kherson. Will they burn down my house, too? 

Indeed, I did participate in the referendum. Three women came to my place and said: “Here, sign this.” I only just 

started asking them questions when a soldier carrying a rifle entered the house. So, I stopped talking and signed the 

document, just so they would leave. 

‘The neighbours try to simulate life inside their houses’ 

Iryna, 53. The city of Hola Prystan, the east bank of the Dnipro River (still under Russian occupation) - On 18 

November, the clinic opened back up in the city; on 21 November, so did the hospital. The doctors who didn’t leave the 

city are back to work. That’s good news for us. My and my husband’s parents are very sick. Recently, we were thinking 
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of what we should do: if we decide to bring them to Skadovsk, then how do we get there? While we were searching for 

someone to drive us there for cheap, the doctors came back to work. 

We’re not planning on leaving the city — we’re living one day at a time and praying that no shell hits our house. But 

whatever happens, happens.  

They don’t accept rubles at the market. Nor in the stores. Although we have one store that was opened by Russians, 

you can pay there using Russian bank cards and cash. But if someone needs to buy something in a pharmacy, they have 

to go to Skadovsk. The deliveries from Crimea get shipped there. I bought medicine for my mother, it cost twice as 

much as it does in Crimea. 

Russian soldiers built a fortification near our houses, installed machine guns there, and they have been sitting there for 

days. They go to our neighbors’ places asking for boiled water or to charge their walkie-talkies or phones. How can you 

say no when they’re entering the house carrying a rifle? 

They keep asking whether we have empty houses nearby. But no one near us has left the city. And when it comes to 

those who did leave, their neighbours try to simulate life inside their houses and flats: they come around in the 

evenings, turn the lights on. Or someone from the family goes to the neighbors’ house to sleep. And the same happens 

all around the city. Although [Russian soldiers] still managed to occupy empty houses that they had managed to find in 

time. 

I’m scared of one thing: that they will start shelling Kherson from our area, and then the “response” from Ukraine’s 

army will come. We thought of moving to my father’s place, but his house is near the river — all surrounding areas 

were entrenched, the pieces of land untouched having been mined instead. We’re scared to leave our house, to be 

honest. But we’re scared to stay inside with such “neighbours,” too. 

Lithuanian Foreign Minister says country tried to raise alarm before Russia invaded Ukraine - Lithuania 

commemorated its entry into NATO this last week and its long-standing partnership with the U.S. as leaders look ahead 

to the increasingly complex security landscape developing around the world.  

President George W. Bush visited the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius 20 years ago to welcome the country into the still-

growing NATO alliance, applauding the character of member states to “stand in the face of evil, to have the courage to 

always face danger.” 

“President [George W.] Bush made the most famous speech any American has ever made in Lithuania exactly 20 years 

ago,” Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis told Fox News Digital in an exclusive interview. “That was even 

before we were a member of NATO, and it was probably the most important security guarantee that we got before 

Article Five started covering us with its umbrella.” 

And no time in the past 20 years has seemed more dangerous to Europe than have the past nine months following 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Landsbergis stressed the threat that Russia poses to Europe, but also Lithuania’s proactivity to remain prepared for 

what comes next.  

“Definitely, there is no greater threat, geopolitical and military threat, than Russia,” he said, noting that Lithuania and 

some other neighboring countries tried to raise the alarm prior to the invasion’s start. 

Comment – Putin stated emphatically when announcing his “special military operation” that he was saving Ukrainians 

from Nazism and abuse – now they clearly understand the opposite to be true. Russians masquerading as saviors and 

liberators in fact are killing, torturing and abusing Ukrainians at every juncture and opportunity. 
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Russian Mobilization  

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian tactical, logistical, and equipment failures continue to 

decrease the morale of Russian troops and drive searches for scapegoats.  

DNR First Deputy Information Minister Danil Bezsonov claimed November 25 “the mistakes of military authorities of all 

levels” forced Putin to order unpopular partial mobilization. He alleged Russian military authorities are relying on the 

mobilized personnel to correct authorities’ planning mistakes while leaving mobilized soldiers in poor conditions.  

A prominent Russian milblogger described “extremely outdated equipment” with which mobilized soldiers were 

photographed during training in Kostroma as “depressing,” whilst another lamented the inability of Russian forces to 

defend against Ukrainian drones without anti-drone systems, thermal imagers, drones, and radio stations. He blamed 

wealthy elites for their failure to understand the importance of anti-drone warfare.  

UGS stated on yesterday that Russian authorities continue to struggle to provide logistical support for mobilized 

soldiers. Russian civilians are reportedly decreasingly willing to support material drives to fill that gap, though civilian 

collection drives for mobilized soldiers are ongoing. 

Actors in the Russian information space have been divided on whether to accept complaints of Russian soldiers as 

guidance for improvement or to quash them for decreasing faith in Russian military leadership, as ISW has previously 

reported.  

DNR First Deputy IM Bezsonov argued mobilized soldiers deserve proper treatment, equipment, weapons, and 

attention and have the right to complain about a lack of proper equipment on November 25 but added mobilized 

soldiers do not have the right to complain about spending the night on the floor of a military recruitment office or 

about harsh conditions on the front. 

A Russian source framed Putin’s November 25 creation of an electronic state information resource for information on 

citizens registered with the military as a resource useful in supporting better provisioning of soldiers fighting Ukraine. 

The database is projected to begin working on April 1 to coincide with spring conscription. 

Russian forces’ continued difficulties providing for soldiers’ medical needs are already hindering the treatment of 

civilians in Russian-occupied territories. UGS yesterday reported Russian forces in Luhansk Oblast have suffered major 

losses and are increasingly appropriating civilian hospitals in occupied areas for exclusively military use. Civilians in the 

Oblast are reportedly facing increased difficulty accessing medical services and finding space in morgues. ISW reported 

on additional impacts of Russian forces’ growing demand for medical care on November 25. 

The Kremlin continues to respond disproportionately to a limited domestic resistance to Russia’s war in Ukraine. A 

prominent Russian news source reported on November 25 that authorities created three additional police controls and 

dispatched almost a dozen police and Federal Protective Service personnel (FSO) to patrol the Kremlin walls around the 

clock after an unidentified individual wrote “no to war” on the wall of the Kremlin.  

The scale of such a response indicates continued Kremlin concern over domestic resistance and commitment to shaping 

the domestic information space and/or for the security of the Kremlin itself. 

Grain summit 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy hosted a summit in Kyiv with allied nations to launch a plan to export $150m 

worth of grain to countries most vulnerable to famine and drought. 
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Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said Ukraine — despite its own financial straits — has $24m to buy corn for countries 

including Yemen, Sudan, Kenya and Nigeria. 

Last year, Ukraine and Russia provided about 30 percent of the world’s exported wheat and barley, 20 percent of its 

corn, and more than 50 percent of its sunflower oil. 

Peace Talks 

Why Ukraine should not accept Bosnia-style peace - Over the past few months, Ukraine has managed to prove 

many of its critics wrong by regaining large swathes of its territory from Russia. But despite these military successes, 

there has been some pressure on the Ukrainian government to engage with the Kremlin, says Hamza Karčić, an 

associate professor at the Faculty of Political Science at the University of Sarajevo. 

“As a Bosnian watching this unfold, I hear alarm bells going off,” he said. ”Ukraine, I feel, may be heading towards 

Bosnia’s fate – a state made dysfunctional by a deeply flawed peace deal.” 

Of course, we cannot draw a full parallel between Ukraine and Bosnia and Herzegovina. When my country was attacked 

in 1992, the United Nations imposed an arms embargo that curtailed its ability to defend itself. It lost a lot of territory 

to the enemy and could not stop a genocide. 

The European Community, the predecessor of the European Union, and the UN dispatched diplomats who pursued a 

policy of partition cloaked in the language of peace. “Don’t dream dreams,” British mediator David Owen told the 

Bosnians in a rare moment of candor as they hoped for a Western military intervention. 

By contrast, Ukraine has enjoyed both diplomatic and military support since Russia’s full-scale invasion. The supply of 

weapons in particular has not only allowed Kyiv to thwart Russian plans for a full occupation of the country but also to 

launch a successful counteroffensive. 

But just as Bosnian government forces were on the offensive in the summer and fall of 1995, when they were stopped 

by Western pressure for peace negotiations, the Ukrainians are also inexplicably being told to lay down their arms at a 

time when they have an advantage on the battlefield. 

In Bosnia’s case, what this untimely push for negotiations did was to weaken Sarajevo. It did not allow its forces to 

liberate more territory and gave Serbia and Serb rebel forces much more leverage in talks than they should have had. 

With Russia still holding most of the Donbas region and parts of 

Kherson and Zaporizhia, Ukraine may find itself in the same 

situation. 

If Western pressure continues, Zelenskyy would be faced with the 

difficult choice Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic was given by 

Richard Holbrooke, a US diplomat and chief negotiator at the 1995 

Dayton peace talks. “Do you want us to negotiate a single Bosnian state, 

which would necessarily have a relatively weak central government, or would 

you prefer to let Bosnia be divided, leaving you in firm control of a much smaller 

country?” Holbrooke asked Izetbegovic. 

The Bosnian president opted to maintain the country’s territorial integrity. However, to 

reintegrate the Serb rebels, a key concession was the establishment of a highly 

autonomous political entity called Republika Srpska (red shaded zones in map alongside), which was given 

veto powers in the Bosnian government. 
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As a result, forces hostile to Bosnia’s unity were given the ability to block any executive or legislative move by Bosnian 

state institutions. Anything – from the Bosnian parliament meeting and legislation being approved to elections being 

held – may be blocked at any time by these forces. 

These veto powers essentially mean that the functioning of the country and its stability can be undermined by 

secessionists, who are increasingly stoking a conflict. 

If Zelenskyy were to agree to peace talks now, he would be presented with a similar choice: giving up Ukrainian 

territory to Russia or accepting the formation of autonomous regions loyal to the Kremlin. 

The Ukrainian president has promised to liberate occupied territories, including Crimea. If he compromises on 

Ukrainian territorial integrity, this will undermine his standing at home and weaken the morale of his forces. It would 

also make all of Ukraine’s internationally recognised territory negotiable – not just the portions Russia now occupies. 

Thus, there would never be a guarantee that the country would be safe from future invasions or territorial claims. 

If Zelenskyy were forced to allow autonomy in the east, he would risk overseeing the establishment of a Republika 

Srpska-type entity. This would effectively give pro-Russian rebels a say in the governance of Ukraine, likely through veto 

powers akin to those of Republika Srpska, which would render the country dysfunctional like Bosnia has been. This 

would not only upend the development of the country but also block its integration into the EU and NATO. 

Ukraine can learn from the Bosnian experience, so it does not make the same mistakes. 

It should resist pressure to enter into early peace talks. Its PR and lobby apparatus is already doing great work and 

should continue to do so. But the best PR and antidote to the war fatigue already settling in on Western societies are 

military success – as the summer offensive has demonstrated. 

Ukraine needs to step up its efforts to change facts on the ground. While full liberation through fighting may not be 

attainable, achieving a large and convincing enough victory against the Russian occupiers would give it much stronger 

leverage to demand Russia’s full withdrawal and to protect its territorial integrity.  

At the negotiating table, the military situation on the ground is the most important factor shaping a peace settlement. 

In Bosnia’s case, it determined the borders of Republika Srpska and allowed it to reign over territories that had been 

ethnically cleansed of Bosniak Muslims. Kyiv and the West must not allow this to happen in Ukraine. 

A flawed peace rendered my country deeply dysfunctional and undermined its security and development. This has been 

readily exploited by Russia, which has gained a local client, in the form of Republika Srpska’s leadership, and is able to 

undermine stability in the Balkans and Europe as a whole. Zelenskyy would do well to remind his Western partners of 

this precedent and urge them not to make unreasonable demands for early peace talks. 

Humanitarian 

As snow falls, Kyiv works on restoring power - With heavy snowfall expected in the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv’s 

Mayor Vitali Klitschko says the electricity supply has been restored in 90 percent of residential buildings, while one-

quarter of consumers are still without power. 

Where are Ukrainians fleeing to? - According to the UN refugee agency, there have been more than 15.5 million 

border crossings out of Ukraine since the Russian invasion began in February. Many people have sought refuge in 

neighboring countries. 

The latest data show 7,583,850 border crossings into Poland, 1,556,746 to Romania, 2,852,395 to Russia, 1,781,852 to 

Hungary, 953,910 to Slovakia, 697,937 to Moldova, and 16,705 into Belarus. 
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China, India and the Indian Ocean 

China’s Indian Ocean moves push Navy to deploy carrier force on eastern seaboard - India has taken 

notice of China holding a virtual meeting of Indian Ocean Region countries in Kunming last Monday. The Indian Navy is 

planning to lease a jetty north of Chennai to berth one of the two aircraft carriers in future for faster response to any 

military emergency. 

With India’s first aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya expected to resume sailing and fighter operations after major refit by 

mid-December, the Indian Navy is actively considering leasing a jetty at a private port north of Chennai to berth an 

aircraft carrier as it plans to deploy one of the two aircraft carriers on eastern seaboard. 

Today, French defence minister Sebastien Lecornu will be going on board India’s newly commissioned aircraft carrier 

INS Vikrant off the coast of Kochi as the Modi government moves towards finalizing the contract of 26 maritime fighter 

jets for the indigenous aircraft carrier. Dassault manufactured Rafale-M is one of the contenders for the contract with 

Boeing manufactured F-18 fighter the other candidate. 

In the meantime, China has pushed its Indian Ocean agenda by holding a virtual meeting of 19 countries and three 

organizations at Kunming in Yunnan province albeit the level of participation is not known. It is understood that Beijing 

has come up with China Industrial Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCO) to rival USAID ostensibly to develop 

Indian Ocean region littoral states. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during his last trip to Sri Lanka had talked about 

building a forum to develop Indian Ocean islands. It is another matter that countries like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 

Pakistan, Maldives and Myanmar already reeling under Chinese high interest debt for Belt Road Initiative infra projects 

will be interested in taking further loans from the communist regime. 

Given that China has decided to increase its naval footprint in the Indian Ocean Region, the Indian Navy is also pushing 

for deployment of major warships on India’s eastern seaboard for faster response to any developing situation in 

Southeast Asia. Even though it will take INS Vikrant at least a year to get battle-ready, the Indian Navy has plans to 

deploy on carrier task force at Karwar and other on eastern seaboard. A carrier strike force on the eastern seaboard will 

not only provide military deterrence but also faster response time to any military emergency around Malacca Straits or 

South China Sea. 

China Is Starting to Really Regret Its Friendship With Russia 

“The biggest surprise for China was that Russia totally misjudged its own power. We thought that Russia would win a 

very fast war,” the Chinese expert explained ruefully, a few weeks after the invasion. 

This was not the official line, which was then in the phase of intense attempts to persuade global audiences that Beijing 

had no idea what was coming. But it was a better reflection of Chinese foreign policy thinking than either playing 

innocent or repeating ad nauseam that the invasion of Ukraine was the responsibility of the United States and NATO 

pushing a big power against the wall.  

One of the main reasons behind Beijing’s resistance to such entanglements in the past was not because partners and 

allies weren’t useful but because the countries in question risked dragging China down with their mistakes. The 

“Pakistan model,” which China had been touting, was conditioned by exactly this experience: Beijing didn’t want to get 

stuck defending every Pakistani intervention in Kashmir or inadvertently drawn into a conflict with India, so it confined 

itself to providing the capabilities its friend needed and then staying above the fray. Russia was not the first Chinese 

partner to believe it would win a very fast war and found itself in a hole, but China wasn’t usually pulled into it with 

them. 
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The problem Beijing faced in 2022 was that in crucial areas, it was still too soon to make a break with the West. China 

remained dependent on the U.S. dollar system. For all the speculation about renminbi internationalization, Chinese 

payment systems, and its new digital currency, China was barely any closer to constructing a resilient alternative 

financial architecture than it had been in 2014.  

The technology story was equally problematic: despite the massive push to build its own semiconductor industry, 

Chinese firms were still painfully reliant on U.S. intellectual property. This left many of its companies exposed if they 

continued to do business in Russia, much like any other sanctioned entity. It was Huawei’s and ZTE’s sanctions-busting 

dealings in Iran that had risked decimating the two firms once the United States had the legal justification to go after 

them with full force. Now articles entitled “Is Russia the New Huawei?” were popping up, as the United States applied 

the same Foreign Direct Product Rule restrictions to the entire Russian tech sector that had been the final blow for 

Huawei’s 5G plans in the UK.  

Circumvent them, and those Chinese firms could kiss goodbye to their advanced semiconductors. The net effect was 

that from banks to telecoms, most of the companies that might have wished to take advantage of the newly opened 

vacuum in the Russian market instead faced even greater limitations on their activities. 

Almost as bad for China, the narrative about a West divided and in decline was becoming harder to sustain, to the 

extent that its propaganda outlets stopped trying to advance it at all. Beijing had been able to make considerable hay 

with Trump, COVID, Brexit, the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, and much else in recent years. But now it was 

confronted with a different picture.  

Sanctions put in place by the United States, Europe, Japan, and a healthy array of other states in Asia were not the thin 

gruel of 2014 but far more potent in their effect—and disturbingly replicable for China too. Central bank sanctions 

threatened China’s $3 trillion foreign reserves war chest, prompting emergency meetings between Chinese regulators 

and banks to discuss how to protect China’s overseas assets from comparable measures.  

The new U.S.-led plurilateral grouping established on Russian export controls, comprising countries wielding more than 

half of the world’s GDP, could deny China critical components and technologies too. It was the first such effort on this 

scale since the entity that did the job during the Cold War—the Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export 

Controls, more widely known as COCOM—was retired in favor of a multilateral regime in its aftermath. 

In addition, Beijing watched companies simply writing off tens of billions of dollars of assets in Russia as they fled for 

the exits, going well beyond any formal requirements by Western governments. It undercut one of China’s most 

important hedges: Xi had personally laid out plans to tighten international firms’ dependence on China in order to form 

“a powerful countermeasure and deterrent capability against foreigners.” That countermeasure and deterrent now 

looked a great deal less effective.  

Surveys of sentiment among international investors in China, which had held up during the early stages of the 

pandemic, weakened sharply. The combined effect of investors’ anxiety about being swept up in the Russia sanctions 

directly, and a repricing of risk in light of fears that China could go through a repeat of the Russia experience itself, was 

one factor. 

As the FBI director, Christopher Wray, noted in a speech: “There were a lot of Western companies that had their fingers 

still in that door when it slammed shut. If China does invade Taiwan, we could see the same thing again, at a much 

larger scale. Just as in Russia, Western investments built over years could become hostages, capital stranded, supply 

chains and relationships disrupted.” 

Xi’s continued pursuit of a zero-COVID policy, rendering global supply chains increasingly dysfunctional after two years 

of strict lockdowns in coastal economic hubs, had even greater immediacy for firms’ bottom line. Nearly a quarter of 
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European companies surveyed in April 2022 said they were now considering moving out altogether. As the head of the 

EU Chamber of Commerce there, Jörg Wuttke, put it: 

Western companies are grappling with the scenario that they would have to leave China—just as they are now 

leaving Russia—if China tried to forcibly integrate Taiwan. And it doesn’t help, of course, that China is adopting 

Russia’s aggressive rhetoric. The effect is the same as from the COVID policy: foreign companies are hitting the 

pause button. New investments are suspended for the moment... The president has maneuvered himself into two 

dead ends at once: He can’t change his COVID policy, and he can’t change anything about his friendship with 

Vladimir Putin. 

The China risk was being priced differently now. The military picture was also troubling to Chinese policymakers. 

Backed with Western training, arms, and intelligence support, the domestic will to resist, and a public opinion climate 

in the West that saw the war in starkly black and white terms, Ukraine was proving far more resilient than China had 

anticipated, even without direct NATO military involvement.  

The read-across to Taiwan was not reassuring, what would already be an extremely difficult military operation for a PLA 

inexperienced at real warfighting—potentially involving a complex amphibious assault, and the intervention of both the 

United States and Japan—now looked even more daunting, especially once the wider strategic context was taken into 

account. As one widely circulated analysis document by a group of influential Chinese think-tankers argued: 

The changing nature of warfare dictates that Putin cannot win in the true sense of the word... The war is being 

updated in real time on social media, the impact of the war is expanding from maritime to land to air transport 

and gradually affecting regional trade links; transnational capital is being withdrawn and projects are being 

stalled. War is no longer simply a military conflict but a broad economic war. The issue of territorial borders is no 

longer the most important aspect. Even if Putin wins militarily, he will not win the war. 

China’s bet was that the world’s liberal democracies were on the wane, incapable of collective mobilization in the face 

of a common challenge. Instead, Beijing was watching the country that was supposed to be its great strategic asset 

helping to bring about precisely the coalitions and instruments of economic warfare it had sought to prevent. 

Western policymakers had failed to deter Russia, surprising even themselves with the breadth of the financial measures 

taken. An economy based on commodity exports could always find buyers too, blunting at least the short-term 

effectiveness of any efforts to place Moscow under a constrictive squeeze.  

Yet China could not afford to be sanguine about the consequences for its own situation if the liberal democracies 

delivered a like-for-like response to a future case of Chinese belligerence. 

The factors that made Beijing vastly more capable as a strategic competitor than Moscow—the breadth, scale, and 

sophistication of its integration into the global economy—also made it more vulnerable if international banks, insurers, 

software companies, and semiconductor manufacturers suddenly cut it off. Western policymakers and firms were also 

starting to work backward from some of these worst-case scenarios—which would be immensely costly for them too—

to look at how to mitigate their own vulnerabilities. Re-shoring, near-shoring, friend-shoring, diversification, and a host 

of other phrases had moved from the fringes to the mainstream and into firms’ operational planning. Even for those 

who wanted to keep some version of globalization alive, it no longer had China at the center. As one European 

policymaker remarked soon after the invasion: “Everything we had been talking about doing during COVID was still a 

choice; now it’s a necessity.” (Andrew Small in The Daily Beast). 

Comment – Aside from the physical requirements of crossing the Taiwan Strait – estimated at around 12 hours one-

way and the subsequent supply chain dilemma which may prove impossible to achieve, China is an export-dominated 

economy. Switch off, or even reduce demand, and it will suffer catastrophic consequences that may trigger its biggest 

fear – another 1949 Revolution. 


