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Conflict Update # 100 

June 24th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to drive north to 

Lysychansk and have likely encircled Ukrainian 

troops in Hirske-Zolote. 

Ukrainian officials announced that 

Ukrainian forces are fighting their last battles in 

the industrial zone of Severodonetsk before 

withdrawing from the city. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

offensive operations west of Izyum and north of 

Slovyansk. Russian forces will likely prioritize 

encircling Ukrainian troops in Lysychansk and 

interdicting remaining GLOCs northwest of the city 

before resuming a full-scale offensive operation 

on Slovyansk. 

Ukrainian forces are continuing to launch 

counteroffensive operations along the Kherson-

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border and are threatening 

Russian forces in Kherson City. 

Ukrainian partisans continued to attack 

Russian collaborators in Kherson City. 

Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts (Russian 

objective: Encircle Ukrainian forces in Eastern Ukraine and capture the entirety of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, the 

claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas). 

Russian forces continued to advance toward Lysychansk from the south and launched assaults on Severodonetsk. Russian 

forces continued to push on Lysychansk from Vovchoyarivka and Bila Hora in its southern outskirts on June 24. Luhansk 

Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai stated that Ukrainian forces are fighting their last battles in the city’s industrial 

zone before their full withdrawal. Severodonetsk Regional State Administration Head Roman Vlasenko stated that 

Russian forces are launching assaults on settlements just southeast of Severodonetsk. Ukrainian Defense Ministry 

Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk reported that Russian forces intensified airstrikes throughout the Luhansk Oblast 

frontline and deployed S-300 anti-aircraft missiles systems to cover their air offensive group. Combat footage indicates 

that Russian forces are using air attacks to destroy the remaining bridges and roads to Lysychansk. Russia’s Defense 
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Ministry also posted footage of Russian Central Military 

District Commander Alexander Lapin in occupied Stepove 

(just west of Luhansk City) on June 23. Lapin’s arrival in 

Luhansk may indicate that the Kremlin is preparing to 

declare victory in Severodonetsk in the coming days. 

Russian forces likely encircled some Ukrainian forces in 

Zolote and continued to attack Ukrainian ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) along the T1303 Bakhmut-

Lysychansk highway. Hirske District Head Oleksiy 

Babchenko reported that Russian forces occupied all 

settlements in Hirske district following a breakthrough 

from the east. Hirske is situated just northeast of 

Ukrainian fortifications in Zolote, and Russian control of 

the settlement indicates that Russian forces have 

successfully bypassed and encircled Ukrainian positions. 

Babchenko said that Ukrainian officials ordered a 

withdrawal of Ukrainian troops from Zolote three to four 

days ago. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that 

Russian forces encircled 1,800 Ukrainian servicemen in 

Zolote-Hirske, but ISW is unable to verify the number of 

Ukrainian servicemen remaining in the settlement. 

Ukrainian forces also lost access to the T1303 Hirske-

Lysychansk highway and adjacent roads, with the last 

humanitarian shipment arriving in Hirske on June 17.  

Motuzyanyk reported that Russian forces are fighting in 

Mykolaivka and Berestove to interdict the adjacent T1303. 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful offensive operations 

north of Slovyansk and west of Izyum on June 24. The 

Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Ukrainian forces 

repulsed Russian assaults on Borhorodychne and Dolyna, on 

the E40 highway to Slovyansk. Ukrainian Defense Ministry 

Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk noted that Russian 

forces unsuccessfully attacked Kurulka and Virnopillya in an 

effort to set conditions for a renewed offensive operation on 

Barvinkove, approximately 35 km southwest of Izyum. 

Motuzyanyk added that Russian forces are accumulating 

additional reserves and deployed a battery of Uragan MLRS 

to Novoselivka, a settlement northwest of Lyman, to resume 

offensives on Slovyansk. 
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Russian forces will likely prioritize completing the 

operational encirclement of Lysychansk from Lyman in the 

future, rather than conducting a ground assault on Slovyansk 

and continue to shell Siversk (approximately 28 km 

northwest of Lysychansk), likely in an effort to interdict the 

remaining Ukrainian GLOCs to Lysychansk.  

Russian milblogger Yuri Kotyenok noted that Russian forces 

will attempt to seize Lysychansk before mid-July ahead of the 

rainy season, which would complicate Russian advances due 

to muddy roads. He added that Russian forces do not have 

enough manpower to encircle heavily fortified Slovyansk and 

Kramatorsk, or advance north of Avdiivka. Russian forces will 

need recovery time to initiate advances on Slovyansk, 

following the grinding campaign to capture Severodonetsk 

and Lysychansk. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City (Russian objective: 

Withdraw forces to the north and defend ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) to Izyum). 

Russian forces focused on preventing Ukrainian advances 

toward the international border and from threatening 

Russian forces operating in the Izyum-Slovyansk area. They 

continued heavy shelling of settlements northeast and 

southeast of Kharkiv City and launched two Iskander 

ballistic missiles at the city on June 24. UGS reported that 

enemy forces intensified the use of sabotage and 

reconnaissance groups in settlements and are attempting 

to resume offensive operations to improve tactical 

positions beyond the international border. Ukrainian 

Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk 

noted that Russian forces began accumulating personnel 

and engineering equipment in Velykyi Burlyk, a settlement 

on Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast, likely in a continuing effort to 

maintain Russian logistics routes to Izyum and Luhansk 

Oblast. 
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Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis (Objective: Defend Kherson and Zaporizhia Oblasts against Ukrainian 

counterattacks). 

Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations in Kherson Oblast amidst Ukrainian counteroffensives along the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv and Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders on June 24. UGS reported that half of the Russian forces 

retreated to Olhine, just south of the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border, following a successful Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in the area.  

Their forces continued to launch airstrikes and fire artillery at Ukrainian positions on the western bank of the Inhulets 

River. Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk also noted that Russian forces conducted artillery 

strikes on settlements just 20 km northwest of Kherson City in an effort to suppress Ukrainian counteroffensives toward 

the city.  

Russian outlets reported that Head of the Russian National Guard (Rosguardia) Viktor Zolotov arrived in an unspecified 

Kherson Oblast settlement on June 24 to distribute awards to Russian servicemen, although the full intentions of his visit 

remain unclear. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of occupied areas; set 

conditions for potential annexation into the Russian Federation or some other future political arrangement of Moscow’s 

choosing). 

Ukrainian partisans continued to target Russian collaborators in Kherson City and are complicating Russian efforts to 

establish local occupation administrations. Ukrainian and Russian sources confirmed that Ukrainian partisans detonated 

an improvised explosive device and killed the occupation director of youth policy management Dmytro Savluchenko in 

Kherson City on June 24.  

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command noted that Kherson Oblast residents also refuse to collaborate with 

Russian occupation authorities and are slowing down Russian preparations for a referendum on September 11. Ukrainian 

partisan activity may discourage other Russian collaborators from accepting local administration positions and further 

strain Russian occupation personnel shortages. 

Ukrainian civilians continue to flee Russian occupied settlements in southern Ukraine. Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov 

estimated that over 35,000 Melitopol residents left the city last month. ISW previously reported that Enerhodar residents 

are also leaving the city to avoid collaborating with Russian officials. 

Ukrainian forces are withdrawing from the eastern city of Severodonetsk, according to Luhansk governor 

Serhiy Gaidai. It was an anticipated decision as Russian forces advanced steadily under heavy bombardment over the 

past several weeks. "Remaining in positions smashed to pieces over many months just for the sake of staying there does 

not make sense," Gaidai said on Twitter and in televised remarks, according to Reuters. 

Early today he conceded the battle was lost and said Ukrainian troops would have to pull back. 

“Unfortunately, we will have to withdraw our servicemen from Sievierodonetsk because it makes no sense to be in 

broken positions,” he wrote in a post on the messaging app Telegram. “The number of dead is growing.” In a post on 

Twitter, he said that the troops "will move away from the city to new, more fortified positions." 

Top US Air Force general says the Russian air force's struggles in Ukraine are surprising because Russia 

is fighting its 'own systems' - The Russian air force's failure to gain control of the airspace over Ukraine and its 

struggles to operate effectively against Ukrainian air defenses are among the biggest surprises in the four-month war. 
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Russia's failure to ground Ukraine's aircraft and to overcome Ukrainian anti-aircraft weapons contributed to the faltering 

of Moscow's initial ground offensive — an outcome the US Air Force's chief of staff described as particularly unusual since 

the Russians use many of the same weapons. 

"I think for me it's surprising for the Russians because the systems they're going against are their own systems," Gen. 

Charles Brown Jr. said Wednesday at the Hudson Institute, a think tank in Washington, DC. "They should know them fairly 

well and how to defeat them." 

Russia Reportedly Launches High-Precision Missiles at Ukraine From Black Sea Coast - Footage reportedly 

shows Russia launching two high-precision missiles at military infrastructure in Ukraine from the Black Sea coast. 

It is currently unclear what the exact targets were, but the footage was obtained Tuesday evening from the Russian 

Ministry of Defense, along with a short statement saying that the images show "the launch of two Oniks high-precision 

missiles at military infrastructure facilities of the Armed Forces of Ukraine." 

They added that the operation was "performed by the Bastion coastal missile system from the Black Sea coast." 

Impacts 

New energy trends: Russian oil gradually flowing into Asia is replacing Saudi and other Middle Eastern oil, which is 

now finding its way to Europe, the Times reports. And that shift is creating heightened competition among members of 

the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, with Iraq slashing prices to Europe. 

Microsoft says Russia has stepped up cyber espionage against the US and Ukraine allies - Russian 

intelligence agencies have increased their efforts to hack US and allied government computer networks to gather 

intelligence since the war in Ukraine began, Microsoft said in new findings published Wednesday. 

American organizations were the top target of the Russian hacking attempts outside of Ukraine, according to Microsoft, 

but the alleged Russian hacking has spanned 42 countries, and a range of sectors that might have valuable information 

related to the war, from governments to think tanks to humanitarian groups. 

It's a reminder of the voracious appetite that Russian cyber operatives have for strategic information as the Kremlin is 

more isolated on the international stage than it has been for decades. 

Containment 

The U.S. is sending more weapons to Ukraine, including four more M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 

like the ones that arrived in Ukraine this week. That was just an element of some $450 million in new security assistance 

announced Thursday by the Defense Department.  

This latest batch includes 36,000 rounds of 105mm ammunition; 18 tactical vehicles to tow 155mm artillery; 1,200 

grenade launchers; 2,000 machine guns; 18 coastal and riverine patrol boats; and those four HIMARS.  

Not included: fighter jets or advanced air defenses, which are "two kinds of weapons that a small group of Ukrainian Air 

Force officers spent this week pressing Congress to provide," our colleague Tara Copp reported Thursday. 

Ukraine Urges U.S. To Provide 'Fire Parity' With Russia As Struggle In East Worsens - Ukraine's top general 

has told his U.S. counterpart that his country desperately needs "fire parity" with Russia to "stabilize" the difficult 

situation in the east, where Kyiv's forces have suffered setbacks against Moscow's troops backed by powerful artillery 

bombardments. 
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"We discussed the operational situation and the delivery flow of international technical assistance," General Valeriy 

Zaluzhniy wrote in an online posting after holding a phone call on June 24 with General Mark Milley, the U.S. chairman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Ukraine says much more is needed as Russia, bolstered by an advantage in artillery power, continued its grinding advance 

focused on encircling Ukraine's last pocket of resistance in the eastern Luhansk region. 

The West rises against 

Putin: Finland warns 

Russia it is ready to fight 

them, and US declares 

NATO's 'ironclad' support 

for Lithuania as Moscow's 

fury grows over Kaliningrad 

blockade. 

Finland has warned Russia 

it is ready for war while the 

US said any attack on 

Lithuania would be an 

attack against all of NATO 

as the specter of World 

War Three looms over the 

West. 

Finnish armed forces chief General 

Timo Kivinen said the country has been 

preparing for a Russian attack for 

decades and would put up stiff 

resistance should one occur, its armed 

forces chief said. 

The Nordic country has built up a 

substantial arsenal, but aside from the 

military hardware, a crucial factor is 

that Finns would be motivated to fight, 

Kivinen said. 

The United States today said its support 

for Lithuania is 'ironclad' and that any 

attack on the country would 'constitute 

an attack on all NATO members' after 

Moscow threatened its neighbour with 

'serious repercussions'. 

The US State Department said Washington would defend NATO member Lithuania if Russia decided to launch an assault 

on the country, threatening a huge escalation of the Ukraine war. 

Finland also angered Russia by applying to join NATO in response to concerns over Putin's aggression. 
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Some 82 per cent of respondents in a May 18 poll by the defense ministry said they would be willing to participate in 

national defense if Finland was attacked. 

Still, Kivinen welcomed Finland's decision to apply to join NATO. Finland and fellow Nordic country Sweden are in talks 

with Turkey to discuss the latter's opposition to their applications. 

Ankara has been angered by what it says is Helsinki and Stockholm's support for Kurdish militants and arms embargoes 

on Turkey. 

The Week In Russia: Behind The Facade  

At the annual economic forum in St. Petersburg, President Vladimir Putin sought to justify the invasion of Ukraine and 

portray Russia as a constructive force in the world. But the destruction and death continued, Moscow faced accusations 

of exacerbating world hunger, and Ukraine took a step toward joining the European Union. 

Here are some of the key developments in Russia over the past week and some of the takeaways going forward. 

Behind The Scenes 

In May 2003, Putin hosted foreign leaders at tricentennial celebrations that aimed, an AP reporter wrote at the time, “to 

promote Russia as a cornerstone of the international community and restore St. Petersburg's glory after decades of 

Soviet-era decline.” 

But behind freshly painted facades, another Russia lurked: Invisible from the street, the courtyards of the city’s apartment 

buildings remained a mess, and squalor persisted in the communal apartments in the stately old structures downtown 

and in the dilapidated Soviet-era housing projects further out. 

Ten years later, in September 2013, Putin hosted a Group of 20 (G20) summit at an Imperial-era palace outside St. 

Petersburg. 

Ten Years After 

The tenor of ties with the West was much changed from 2003: U.S. President Barack Obama’s “reset” with Moscow had 

soured amid a growing number of disputes over issues including NATO strikes on Libya in 2011, the war in Syria, and the 

further curtailment of rights and democracy in Russia. 

Putin, who publicly accused the United States of inciting a wave of street protests among Russians angry over evidence 

of election fraud and dismayed at his return to the presidency, was back in the Kremlin after a four-year stint as prime 

minister. 

Over the years, meanwhile, the main event Putin has used to court investment and portray Russia as a leading player in 

the world economy and the global community has been the annual St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, which 

he has attended every year since 2005. 

He did so again last week, lashing out repeatedly at the United States and the European Union in his address on June 17 

and asserting that Russia is building a “new world order,” but hitting some of the same notes he has at past editions of 

the event -- this time courting countries outside the West. 

This time, the other Russia that remained off stage, behind the curtain, went far beyond the courtyards of St. Petersburg: 

It extended across the country, where the state stepped up its clampdown on civil society, independent media, and all 

forms of dissent in 2020 and has ramped it up further since Putin launched a large-scale invasion of Ukraine four months 

ago. 
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Altered States 

The war on Ukraine has swiftly changed Russia, resulting in unprecedented Western sanctions and the withdrawal of 

countless companies such as McDonald’s, Nike, and Ikea, and economic troubles that promise to be lasting and severe. 

Thousands of Russians have left the country, fearing for their future in their homeland, disgusted by the war, or both. 

And, of course, the other Russia has extended to Ukraine itself, where the unprovoked invasion has killed thousands of 

people, forced millions from their homes -- many of them now destroyed as Moscow’s military has bombarded cities and 

towns nationwide -- and caused incalculable suffering, with more to come. 

Putin mentioned the war in Ukraine in his address at the forum, but only to repeat his attempts to justify it without 

providing evidence to support his arguments -- and in some cases relying on outright falsehoods, such as his claim that 

Kyiv has been committing genocide in the eastern Donbas region. 

Starting with his insistence on calling the war a “special military operation to liberate the Donbas,” there was a deep 

disconnect between Putin’s remarks and the reality of the devastation Russia has wreaked upon Ukraine. 

Mariupol, a largely Russian-speaking Donbas city of 450,000 people before the February invasion, has been razed by 

Russian bombardments and street battles. Fierce fighting is now ravaging other parts of the Donbas as Russia presses to 

advance in the region. Some residents have been forcibly evacuated to Russia, and survivors have given numerous 

accounts of the horrors of the assault. 

Trail Of Destruction 

The same is true of other areas that have been attacked or held by Russian forces, whom Ukraine has accused of 

committing war crimes in various parts of the country including towns and cities around Kyiv and to the north, where the 

invading army left a trail of destruction and alleged atrocities as it retreated after failing to take the capital. 

Russia is accused of blocking exports of grain from Ukraine, exacerbating what many call a global food crisis. A war against 

a country whose people Putin has claimed are “one” with Russians has brought Ukrainians together as never before and 

is likely to leave ties between the two countries in tatters for decades or more. 

Ukraine, along with Moldova, was granted European Union candidate status on June 23, at an EU summit. Sweden and 

Finland, which shares a long border with Russia, have applied for NATO membership and may join the Western military 

alliance this year. 

And Russians, three decades after the life-altering turmoil of the Soviet Union’s collapse, face a protracted period of deep 

uncertainty -- economic and otherwise -- once again. (RadioFreeEurope).  

Sanctions 

Russia blames US for Kaliningrad transit restrictions - Moscow's foreign ministry on Friday blamed the United 

States for a Lithuanian ban on sanctioned goods crossing from the Russian mainland to the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, 

which has increased already high tensions between Moscow and the West. 

The foreign ministry also said in a statement that it was "impossible" to hold expert level consultations with Washington 

on a number of bilateral issues that had been due to take place in the near future. It did not specify which issues it was 

referring to, or when talks were supposed to take place. 

Zelenskyy blasts Israel over refusal to sanction Russia - Zelenskyy also recalled the historical bonds between 

Ukraine and Israel, a message he stressed in a March address to Israeli lawmakers. 
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He yesterday intensified his criticism of Israel’s refusal to sanction Russia, during an address by the Jewish leader to the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

Zelenskyy’s speech four months into Russia’s war on Ukraine comes amid a fresh political crisis in Israel that will likely 

see Naftali Bennett replaced as prime minister by Foreign Minister Yair Lapid within days. 

Bennett has refrained from criticizing Russia’s invasion and stressed Israel’s close ties with Moscow and Kyiv while his 

administration has not imposed sanctions on Russian President Vladimir Putin’s government. 

Days after the February 24 invasion, Lapid condemned Russia’s actions as a “violation of the world order.” 

Israeli commentators have said their contrasting rhetoric was coordinated to safeguard Israeli neutrality. 

Zelenskyy, who has family in Israel and visited the country several times, told Hebrew University in a video address that 

he has struggled to understand the Jewish state’s soft approach towards Russia. 

“How can you not help the victims of such aggression,” he said, lamenting Israel’s refusal to offer Ukraine military aid. 

Europe should be prepared for Russia to totally cut all natural gas supplies this winter, IEA chief says - 
Europe, should be prepared for the Russia to stop supplying the region completely this winter, the International Energy 

Agency told the Financial Times.  

"The nearer we are coming to winter, the more we understand Russia's intentions," IEA head Fatih Birol said. "Europe 

should be ready in case Russian gas is completely cut off," he added.  

Russia wreaked havoc among several EU countries after it recently cut gas supplies over an equipment delay in Canada. 

Russian state giant Gazprom, for instance, terminated natural-gas supplies via the Nord Stream pipeline to Germany by 

40% earlier this month. 

China ‘ready’ to supply Russia with spare parts for Airbus and Boeing aircraft - According to Chinese 

Ambassador to Russia, China “is ready” to provide Chinese-made spare parts for Boeing and Airbus aircraft operated by 

Russian airlines. 

Boeing and Airbus stopped servicing planes operated by Russian airlines after the US and EU imposed severe economic 

sanctions on Russia over its unprovoked aggression against Ukraine. 

Any leasing and supply of aircraft to Russia is banned, and all exports of goods and parts for the country’s aviation sector 

are prohibited under Western sanctions. 

Chinese companies had refused to supply Russian airlines with aircraft parts earlier in March, due to concerns for possible 

sanctions from the United States. 

Now, it appears that China is willing to offer lifeline to Russian airlines, at least, according to its envoy to Moscow. 

Putin 

Can Putin repeat the ‘Crimea Scenario’ in Ukraine’s Kherson region? - As a result of its full-scale re-invasion of 

Ukraine, Russia presently occupies most of Kherson Oblast, a southern region with a million inhabitants that borders on 

Crimea.  

Russian troops captured Kherson with a strike from the Crimean Peninsula, which Moscow illegally annexed back in 2014.  
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Now, some observers predict that Kherson will soon undergo the same fate that Crimea did eight years earlier—even 

while the Moscow-backed quasi-statelets of Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics” have yet to be officially admitted 

into the Russian Federation. 

The strategic importance of Kherson lies in the fact that it physically links the Crimean Peninsula with the continent. So 

without control over Kherson, Ukraine’s objective of “de-occupying Crimea” becomes that much less realistic. In addition, 

Crimea is vitally dependent on Kherson Oblast for its water: the North Crimean Canal, which carries fresh water from the 

Dnieper River to the peninsula, originates there. The blocking of this canal in 2014 by the Ukrainian authorities caused 

numerous problems for annexed Crimea, and today Russia is striving to further secure its “returned” territories. But this 

necessitates an expansion of the 2014 annexation. Finally, the Kherson region is an important springboard for a possible 

strike on Odesa, Russian control of which would finally cut Ukraine entirely off from the Black Sea. 

Putin is justifying plans to annex this region with historical arguments, reaching back beyond the Soviet era to the tsarist 

period. The doctrine of “historical Russia,” which has become popular with Russian propagandists, pointedly conflates 

the modern-day Russian Federation with the Russian Empire of the 18th–early 20th centuries. It considers the borders 

of the historical Russian entity as “ours” and ignores all nation-state changes recognized by international law that 

occurred in the post-tsarist and post-Soviet eras. 

In 1775, Empress Catherine II ordered the liquidation of the self-governing center of the Ukrainian Cossacks—the 

Zaporozhian Sich. After that, the large Black Sea region was named “Novorossiya” (“New Russia”), and Kherson, founded 

in 1778, with its shipyard, was even considered a “southern St. Petersburg.” It should be noted that the term 

“Novorossiya,” which deliberately connoted an expansion of Russian territories, was revived by Moscow propaganda in 

2014, after the annexation of Crimea and the creation of the “people’s republics” in Donbas. 

But Moscow-based analysts clearly overestimated the “pro-Russian” sentiments of the local population before the 2022 

invasion, likely assuming that, like in Crimea in 2014, the majority Russian-speaking population had been subjected to 

massive propaganda indoctrination via Moscow TV channels for years. However, in Kherson, local residents expressed 

no joy about “returning to their native harbor.” And while most of them are, in fact, Russian-speaking, they tended to 

strongly associate themselves politically with Ukraine. 

As for everyday life, the situation in Kherson is approaching a humanitarian catastrophe. All Ukrainian commercial 

networks, banks and pharmacies are closed. Public utilities and social services do not work. Almost all trade is carried out 

in street markets. However, despite the invaders’ desire to introduce the Russian ruble, hryvnia banknotes remains in 

circulation, and even electronic payments using the Ukrainian banking system go through. Ukrainian communication 

systems have also proven to be surprisingly stable and attempts by the occupiers to switch to Russian standards are 

failing. But Russian censorship is already at work, turning into outright terror: hundreds of people dissatisfied with the 

occupation are being detained and kidnapped. Russian forces have set up “filtration camps” and rob local residents trying 

to flee to territories controlled by the Ukrainian army. 

However, many Kherson residents and locals of other occupied cities are not ready to tolerate this outrage and are 

switching to the tactics of guerilla resistance. Partisan activities are on the rise, including the attempted assassination of 

the Russian-appointed head of the regional Kherson prison system. 

Distracted Putin Is About to Tumble Into a New Bloodbath, Officials Warn - The war in Ukraine has forced 

Russia to decrease its military presence in areas that may soon face a Turkish offensive, Syrian opposition officials told 

The Daily Beast this week. 

The officials, including members of the opposition Syrian National Army (SNA), said Moscow has withdrawn from several 

areas in northwestern Syria near the Turkish border, including Tal Rifaat, where Ankara has said it would carry out a 
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military operation to combat the U.S.-backed Syrian Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG), which Turkey considers a 

terrorist group. 

The SNA, a coalition of rebel groups backed by Turkey, would take part in the possible operation, according to Yusuf 

Hammoud, an officer and former spokesperson for the SNA. 

Hammoud, who is based in northwestern Afrin, Syria, said Russia has cut its presence in areas around Aleppo and Tal 

Rifaat. “It will make it easier for Turkey to win this war,” Hammoud told The Daily Beast. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said that his country will carry out a military operation in the northwestern 

cities of Tal Rifaat and Manbij near the Turkish border to create a “safe zone” where 1 million Syrian refugees could 

return. 

Humanitarian 

16,000 alleged war crimes and counting - The country of Ukraine is a war zone. It’s also a humanitarian crisis, a 

refugee crisis, and the origin point for a food production and commerce crisis impacting far-flung corners of the globe. 

But as we were reminded this week, the territory of Ukraine is also a crime scene. This week, the official in charge of war 

crimes investigations for Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told Grid that more than 16,000 such cases are now 

under review. These range from allegations against individual soldiers to Russian commanders in Bucha and Mariupol, 

from the widespread use of cluster munitions to the charge that the invasion itself is a war crime — and thus Russian 

President Vladimir Putin should be charged with crimes against humanity. 

Widening of Conflict 

Russia's Top Official Warns West Against 'Article 5' Talk In Kaliningrad Standoff: Report - In a stalemate 

between Lithuania and Russia over Kaliningrad Transit, a top Russian official advised the West on June 22 to avoid talking 

about using NATO's "Article 5" mutual defense clause. After the Baltic state prevented the transit of products subject to 

EU sanctions from Russia to its Baltic exclave, Moscow has pledged practical retaliation that will damage Lithuania's 

population. 

"I would like to warn Europeans against dangerous rhetorical games on the topic of conflict," Russian Deputy Foreign 

Minister Sergei Ryabkov said.  

Geopolitics 

Speaking as one, Africa would cease to be Putin’s ‘collateral victim’ - Africa should be under no illusion about 

Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. It is the equivalent of France deciding it would like to have Algeria back, or Portugal 

seeking to recover Mozambique and Angola, or Britain aspiring to rule once more from the Cape to Cairo. 

If anyone has good reason to be appalled by Putin’s revanchist designs to raise the Russian empire from the ash heap of 

history, it is the people of Africa, having been for so long on the receiving end of the very kind of enslavement Putin is 

attempting to impose upon Ukraine. 

Africa’s 17 abstentions on the UN vote condemning Putin’s Anschluss were not even justified in realpolitik terms. Putin’s 

Russia has nothing to offer Africa except guns, mercenaries and conflict to sustain demand for them. The Putin regime 

presides over a murderously corrupt rentier state whose mineral wealth is siphoned off by a rancid oligarchy while what 

ought to be a hugely vibrant economy stagnates for everyone else. 
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It is remarkable that the GDP of a country that encompasses 11 time zones and a population of 144-million should be 

smaller than Italy’s. Other than petroleum products and weapons, Putin’s Russia invents or manufactures almost nothing 

the rest of the world wants to buy. Is it any wonder that the country’s brightest and best are fleeing? For one thing, they 

would prefer not to find themselves poisoned or in Putin’s gulag for committing thoughtcrime. 

And now, thanks to Putin and his perverted dreams of restoring a mythical past, the lives of millions of Africans, already 

reeling from the Covid pandemic, are likely to be made even harder as his wicked war causes energy prices to soar and 

shuts down one of the world’s most important granaries. In IMF-speak, “Sub-Saharan African countries find themselves 

facing another severe and exogenous shock.” Or as AU Commission chair Moussa Faki Mahamat plaintively put it, Africa 

is a “collateral victim.” 

Africa is not responsible for turning the atmosphere into a hothouse. Africa did not culture the virus that has sent millions 

to an early grave over the past two years. Africa, as Kenya’s permanent US representative famously noted in the UN 

Security Council debate on Putin’s invasion, has scrupulously respected its borders even though they are the arbitrarily 

drawn artifacts of occupying powers. And yet Africa keeps paying the price of others’ greed and folly. 

Africa, almost all of which was then what Putin is now trying to make Ukraine, had no say in designing the post-world 

war global architecture. One obvious result: a region that now represents over 16% of the world’s population has no 

permanent seat, let alone veto, on the UN Security Council. That has to change. 

If it is to change, Africa has to act and be seen to act as a major power in its own right, not as a collection of mostly small, 

weak, easily divisible statelets. That is one reason it is so important that the African Continental Free Trade Agreement is 

fully implemented. The more the AfCFTA vision is realised, the more self-sufficient African economies will become in 

terms of food and energy, the less they will be vulnerable to exogenous shocks and reliant on the kindness of self-

interested strangers. 

Of course, Africa is hugely diverse and complicated, but if Africans and their leaders could genuinely speak as one beyond 

their waters’ edge, their interests would be much more effectively served. Speaking and acting as one, African leaders 

would not have to cravenly pretend there is some kind of moral equivalence between Putin’s regime and the targets of 

his nakedly imperialist ambitions. 

As one, they might also have some influence were they to demand that China choose between Putin and Africa. 

Jordan’s King Backs ‘Middle East NATO’ With a Defined Mission - Jordan’s King Abdullah II  backs a ‘Middle East 

NATO’ with a Defined Mission, announcing his support for an alliance of Middle East countries similar to that of NATO.  

Jordan is a major US ally and both countries have been looking to defend against Iranian attacks that have hit gulf oil 

exporters. 

Laos Finds Itself Deep in China’s Debt Trap Amid Signs of Economic Collapse - Laos is on the same path that 

Sri Lanka has taken as Chinese debt cripples its economy, now with 1 USD costing up to 15,000 Laotian kip, citizens 

wonder if Laos fell into China's debt trap. 

This time last year the Lao kip was trading at about 9,430 per US dollar. Now, the purchase of one US dollar requires 

around 15,000 kip – a depreciation of over 40 per cent. This depreciation has been exacerbated by the United States 

hiking its interest rates. Inflation numbers for Laos pose a scary picture for the country. 

In January, inflation was recorded at 6.25% year on year. In February, the figure rose to 7.3%, and the next month, it 

reached 8.5%. In April, inflation soared to 9.9%, and latest estimates peg it at 13%. 

The biggest concern for Laos continues to be its mounting public debt. Last year, public debt reached $14.5 billion, with 

about half of the amount owed to China alone. According to the World Bank, this figure represents 88% of Laos’ gross 
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domestic product (GDP). According to Nikkei Asia, Laos also owes 11% of its debt to China from bilateral loans. The World 

Bank says Laos’ foreign debt is estimated at $1.3 billion, to settle annually till 2025. 

Country by country, members of China’s BRI are finding that it comes with steep cost. China enters into bi-lateral 

agreements with member countries, not multi-lateral contracts. 

Looking attractive each country deal should be headed by “Buyer beware,” as China is surely going to come calling for 

repayment, and usually this takes the form of them seizing control of raw materials and strategic resources. 

Buyer Beware. 

Is Kazakhstan going cool on Russia? - President Tokayev publicly refused to recognize Moscow-backed separatist 

regions in Ukraine, but some say the move was designed to avoid Western sanctions. 

Last Friday, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev appeared cornered as he sat next to his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, and 

Margarita Simonyan, head of the Kremlin-funded RT television network, which is sanctioned in the West. 

The three were on the main stage of the International Economic Forum in St Petersburg, Russia’s former imperial capital 

and Putin’s hometown. 

Simonyan asked the Kazakh leader about the “inevitability” and “legality” of what the Kremlin has dubbed a “special 

operation” in Ukraine – Europe’s largest armed conflict since World War II. 

“There are different opinions about it,” Tokayev, Kazakhstan’s former foreign minister and the United Nations’ former 

deputy secretary-general, began diplomatically. 

For about two minutes, he ruminated about international law, the UN’s Charter and the “incompatibility” of rights to 

territorial integrity and self-determination. 

“If the right to self-determination is implemented worldwide, there will be over 600 nations instead of the 193 states 

that are currently UN members. Of course, that would be chaos,” Tokayev said. 

And then he said something that seemed to have shattered Kazakhstan’s post-Soviet “strategic partnership” with its 

former imperial master. 

“That’s why we won’t recognize Taiwan, Kosovo, [the breakaway Georgian regions of] South Ossetia and Abkhazia,” 

Tokayev said with a faint smile. 

“Apparently, the same principle will be applied to the quasi-state territories that are, in our view, Luhansk and Donetsk,” 

the two breakaway regions in southeastern Ukraine, he said. 

Tokayev’s words last week enraged many in the Kremlin. 

A Russian lawmaker said Tokayev “challenged” Putin – and hinted that Moscow may invade Kazakhstan’s northern 

regions, which have a large ethnic Russian population. 

“There are many towns with a predominantly Russian population that have little to do with what was called Kazakhstan,” 

Konstantin Zatulin told the Radio Moskva. 

“I’d like Astana [the old name of the Kazakh capital, Nur-Sultan] not to forget that with friends and partners we don’t 

raise territorial matters and don’t argue. With the rest – like, for example, with Ukraine – everything is possible,” he said. 

And many in Ukraine saw Tokayev’s spiel as a bold statement that signifies the “sunset” of Moscow-led political, 

economic and military blocs in the former USSR that include Kazakhstan. 
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“Kyiv noted the courage of Tokayev, who could say such words in Putin’s face,” Kyiv-based analyst Aleksey Kushch told 

Al Jazeera. 

He said the Russia-Ukraine war – and the crimes committed by Russian servicemen in Ukraine – will result in Moscow 

losing influence in Kazakhstan and the four remaining “stans” of ex-Soviet Central Asia. 

The mostly Muslim, resource-rich region of more than 65 million is stretched strategically between Russia, China and 

Afghanistan. 

China and Turkey will fill the void – while “Russia’s soft underbelly from the Urals to the Altai [Mountains] will no longer 

be the ageing empire’s back yard,” Kushch said. 

Zatulin’s commentary did not mark the first time a Russian political figure questioned Kazakhstan’s very existence. 

Shortly after Moscow’s 2014 annexation of Crimea, Putin claimed that Kazakhstan’s first president, Nursultan 

Nazarbayev, “created a state on a territory that never had a state”. 

“Kazakhs never had any statehood, he created it,” Putin told a pro-Kremlin youth group. 

Six years later, another Russian lawmaker raised the stakes by claiming that Kazakhstan’s very existence was nothing but 

Moscow’s “gift.” 

“Kazakhstan simply didn’t exist, northern Kazakhstan was uninhabited,” Vyacheslav Nikonov, a United Russia lawmaker 

said. 

“And, actually, Kazakhstan’s territory is a big gift from Russia and the Soviet Union.” 

Nikonov’s pedigree made his words sound especially ominous. 

His grandfather, Vyacheslav Molotov of bottle-bomb “cocktail” fame, was the USSR’s foreign minister who signed a pact 

with Nazi Germany in 1939 to partition Poland – and pave the way to World War II. 

“Nobody from outside gave Kazakhs this territory as a gift,” Tokayev retorted in an op-ed published in Kazakh newspapers 

in January 2021. 

Russia and China are brewing up a challenge to dollar dominance by creating a new reserve currency - 

Russia is ready to develop a new global reserve currency alongside China and other BRICS nations, in a potential challenge 

to the dominance of the US dollar. 

Putin signaled the new reserve currency would be based on a basket of currencies from the group's members: Brazil, 

Russia, India, China, and South Africa. 

"The matter of creating the international reserve currency based on the basket of currencies of our countries is under 

review," Putin told the BRICS Business Forum on Wednesday, according to a TASS report. "We are ready to openly work 

with all fair partners." 

The dollar has long been seen as the world's reserve currency, but its dominance in share of international currency 

reserves is waning. Central banks are looking to diversify their holdings into currencies like the yuan, as well as into non-

traditional areas like the Swedish krona and the South Korean won, according to the International Monetary Fund. 

Sanctions have likely encouraged Moscow and Beijing to work on an alternative to the IMF's international reserve asset, 

the special drawing rights. Long have they discussed creating an alternative to the dominance of the US dollar. 
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Previous bi-lateral agreements between the China and Russia have been concluded in Ruan and Rubles, and now the two 

countries are inviting Saudi Arabia and other large spenders to join them in creating this second financing tier. 

China will tread carefully and at its own time, as it is presently hugely dependent on the US dollar and US trade, together 

with that of the EU, the two combined accounting for some 68% of its annual revenue. 

Von der Leyen’s Hardball Tactics Opened the EU’s Door for Ukraine - Ursula von der Leyen led the push for the 

EU to start membership talks with 

sharp maneuvering in Brussels and a 

trip to Kyiv. 

As the night train to Kyiv clattered 

through the darkness, some of 

Ursula von der Leyen’s team were 

worried. 

The European Union’s most high-

profile official was chatting to 

reporters drinking beer in the luxury 

car at the back of the train. The aides 

were fretting about how member 

states would react to a gesture 

designed to pressure them into 

opening the door to Ukraine, 

according to a person with 

knowledge of their thinking. 

EU leaders had refused to make 

Ukraine a candidate for membership 

at Versailles near Paris in March. But 

less than two weeks after von der 

Leyen visited Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv, the Ukrainian president was dialing in to another summit on Thursday night 

to thank the bloc for starting the membership process. 

The decision to make Ukraine an official candidate, alongside Moldova, hints at a more assertive European Union, 

embracing countries on its eastern flank regardless of the threat posed by President Vladimir Putin’s vision of the historic 

Russian empire. 

European Commission President von der Leyen has learnt the lessons of past crises when the EU paid a high price for 

dithering, observed one senior EU official and is now seizing a moment when taboo after taboo has been cast aside. 

There are broader risks to the strategy, though. 

It was the prospect of closer relations between Kyiv and the EU that prompted Putin to intervene in Ukraine in 2014 

when his forces annexed the Crimean peninsula and the Russian leader has referenced the expansion of NATO to his 

borders before the invasion of Ukraine in February. 

Indeed, in the days before Thursday night’s candidacy decision, Moscow made steep cuts to the gas supplies reaching to 

Europe, setting alarm bells ringing in Germany, where the country’s industry is particularly reliant on Russian energy. 

Officials are braced for further retaliation and von der Leyen may be reaching the limit of how far she can push the 

member states. 
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But Ursula von der Leyen is a risk-taker. Despite learning her political craft under Angela Merkel, Germany’s ultra-cautious 

former chancellor, von der Leyen arrived in Brussels in 2019 with a reputation as someone more likely to ask for 

forgiveness than permission. 

She sleeps in a converted storage room with no windows just a few feet from her desk, and she shares information with 

a small group of fellow Germans led by her head of cabinet, Bjoern Seibert. 

Cutting commissioners and senior officials out of the decision-making process regularly causes tensions, but it can be 

effective. 

As von der Leyen battled to implement sanctions on Russian oil earlier this month, she presented her plan in the European 

Parliament before member states had even had a chance to review the details, irritating several diplomats involved. 

But there is also grudging admiration for what she has done. One diplomat involved observed that despite the 

complexities and pressures of the negotiations, von der Leyen managed to find a position that all 27 members could 

agree on. 

She is the Brussels equivalent of a rockstar – said another — someone else often needs to clean up the hotel room the 

morning after the concert. 


