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Conflict Update # 97 

June 21st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Kremlin recently replaced the commander 

of the Russian Airborne (VDV) forces and may have 

fired the commander of the Southern Military 

District and appointed a new overall commander of 

Russian forces in Ukraine, indicating ongoing 

dysfunction in the Kremlin’s conduct of the war. 

Russian forces conducted several successful 
advances in settlements southeast of Severodonetsk 

on June 21 and may be able to threaten Lysychansk 

in the coming days while avoiding a difficult opposed 

crossing of the Siverskyi Donets River. 

Russian forces continued to launch assaults 
on settlements along the T1302 Lysychansk-

Bakhmut highway to interdict Ukrainian ground lines 

of communications (GLOCs). 

Russian operations along the Izyum-

Slovyansk axis are increasingly stalled as Russian 

forces prioritize operations around Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces likely recaptured the eastern 

bank of the Inhulets River from the Ukrainian 

bridgehead situated near the Kherson-Mykolaiv 

Oblast border. 

Ukrainian forces reportedly struck Russian 
positions on Snake Island in the Black Sea, likely to 

destroy Russian fortifications and equipment on the island, but ISW cannot confirm competing Ukrainian and Russian 

claims of the results of the attack. 

Russian occupation authorities are continuing to face challenges recruiting local collaborators and are likely relying 

on Russian government personnel to consolidate their societal control of occupied Ukrainian territories. 

Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces conducted several 

successful advances in settlements southeast of Severodonetsk on June 21 and may be able to threaten Lysychansk in 

the coming days while avoiding a difficult opposed crossing of the Siverskyi Donets River. The Ukrainian General Staff  
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(UGS) confirmed that Russian forces seized Pidlisne, Myrna 

Dolyna, and Ustynivka and stated they captured portions 

of Bila Hora, all towns situated on the western Siverskyi 

Donets Riverbank within 10 km of the southern outskirts 

of Lysychansk. Geolocated footage from June 20 indicates 

Russian forces captured terrain in contested Toshkivka, 

just east of the T1303 Lysychansk-Hirske highway. They 

also conducted a partially successful attack against Hirske, 

and will likely attempt to carry out a shallow encirclement 

around Zolote. UGS reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian assaults on Severodonetsk’s 

southeastern outskirts of Syrotyne and Voronove, likely to 

interdict Russian advances to the eastern bank of Siverskyi 

Donets River. Ukrainian and Russian sources reported that 

fighting is still ongoing at the Azot Chemical Plant in 

Severodonetsk as of June 21. 

Russian forces continued to launch assaults on settlements 

along the T1302 Lysychansk-Bakhmut highway to interdict 

Ukrainian ground lines of communications (GLOCs). 

Russian forces attacked Mykolaivka and seized Vrubivka, 

both adjacent to the T1302 highway. They also launched 

ground assaults against Vershina and Semyhirya, 

approximately 12 km and 17 km south of Bakhmut. Russian 

forces will still need to seize the T1302 to cut off Ukrainian 

GLOCs running through Siversk to disrupt Ukrainian GLOCs 

to Lysychansk. UGS also reported that Russian forces 

consolidated battalion tactical groups (BTGs) from the 5th 

Combined Arms Army and withdrew units of the 1st 

Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade of the 1st Army Corps (the 

armed forces of the Donetsk People‘s Republic) to restore 

their combat capabilities, indicating that Russian forces are 

experiencing significant losses in ongoing operations in 

Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian operations along the Izyum-Slovyansk axis are 

increasingly stalled as Russian forces prioritize operations 

around Severodonetsk. UGS reported that Russian forces launched unsuccessful ground assaults against Bohorodychne 

and Dolyna (north of Slovyansk) and did not attempt to conduct offensive operations in the Lyman area.  
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Ukraine’s Strategic Communications Directorate reported 

that Russian forces are redeploying several army-level 

headquarters units from frontlines in the Izyum and Lyman 

areas to Svatove and Horoshe, just 30-40 km east of 

Severodonetsk and Popasna. The redeployment of these 

headquarters units may further complicate Russian 

logistics routes and troop management in Izyum and Lyman 

and indicates that these units may be further shifting to the 

Severodonetsk axis. Satellite imagery from June 19 also 

showed they constructed a pontoon bridge in Kupyansk, 

likely to improve supply routes to Svatove. ISW previously 

reported on June 17 that Russian forces are deploying 

additional equipment via GLOCs in Svatove to support 

offensive operations in the Severodonetsk-Lysychansk 

area. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

continued to focus on hindering Ukrainian 

counteroffensives southeast and northeast of Kharkiv City 

and reportedly continued to shell settlements around 

Kharkiv City to impede Ukrainian advances toward the 

Russian forces operating in Izyum and the international 

border. Geolocated combat footage showed local fighting 

near Yuchenkove, approximately 61 km southeast of 

Kharkiv City, though neither Russian nor Ukrainian forces 

conducted any major attacks. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian forces 

likely recaptured the eastern bank of the Inhulets River 

from the Ukrainian bridgehead situated near the Kherson-

Mykolaiv Oblast border. UGS reported that Russian forces 

fired on Ukrainian positions on the western bank of the Inhulets River, likely indicating that Ukrainian forces lost access 

to the bridgehead on the eastern riverbank, which they had occupied since May 28. Geolocated footage of Ukrainian 

forces striking Russian forces in Andriivka (situated east of the Inhulets River) also indicates that Russian forces pushed 

Ukrainian forces west of the river. Russian forces continued to build long-term firing positions, conduct air 

reconnaissance, and shell settlements on the Kherson-Mykolaiv and Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders on June 21. 

Ukrainian forces reportedly struck Russian positions on Snake Island in the Black Sea, likely to destroy Russian 

fortifications and equipment on the island. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that their forces are 

conducting an ongoing concentrated attack on Snake Island and inflicted unspecified damage on the Russian garrison as 

of June 21.  

The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that Russian air-defense systems repelled an attack against the island by more 

than 15 Ukrainian drones on June 20. Russian officials also claimed that Ukrainian drones struck gas production platforms 

near Crimea after Russian forces defeated the Ukrainian attempt to capture Snake Island. ISW is unable to independently 

confirm either claim and will continue to monitor the situation as it unfolds. The UK Defense Ministry also stated that 



 

4 
 

Ukrainian attacks on Russian ships off Odesa shores 

have “neutralized” Russia’s ability to control the sea 

and derailed Russian plans to block Odesa Oblast 

from the Black Sea. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian 

occupation authorities are continuing ad-hoc 

annexation policies in Donbas and southern 

Ukraine. The deputy head of the Russian Kherson 

Oblast Military-Civil Administration, Kirill 

Stremousov, made another announcement stating 

that Russian-occupied Kherson Oblast may conduct 

a referendum to join Russia in the fall of 2022. 

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Head Denis 

Pushilin previously claimed that the DNR will hold a 

referendum to unite with Russia after the end of the 

“special military operation” in Ukraine, which he 

hopes will end by winter 2022—another indicator 

that the Kremlin and its proxies expect the war to 

protract.  

It is unclear when or if the Kremlin will pursue a full 

annexation of Donbas and occupied southern 

Ukrainian territories, but Russian occupation 

authorities continue to produce disjointed 

timeframes and preconditions for referendums. 

The DNR Territorial Defense Staff also reported that 

the DNR added Lomakyne, just east of Mariupol, to 

the “zone of DNR responsibility.” It remains unclear whether or not the DNR is responsible for all newly occupied 

settlements. 

Russian occupation authorities are continuing to face challenges recruiting local collaborators and are likely relying on 

Russian government personnel to consolidate their societal control. Enerhodar Mayor Dmytro Orlov noted that many 

young people are fleeing Enerhodar and are refusing to cooperate with Russian occupation forces. Orlov reported that 

Russian forces have mistreated the remaining employees of the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant who stayed back in the 

city to minimize the risks of a nuclear emergency. Ukrainian Telegram channel MariupolNow noted the arrival of a large 

convoy of Russian cars and busses near Mariupol, possibly carrying Russian non-military personnel. Russian occupation 

authorities installed Russian television networks in Kherson Oblast and are continuing to restore railways in Mariupol 

despite being unable to consolidate societal control in newly occupied territories. 

The Kremlin recently replaced the commander of the Russian Airborne (VDV) forces and may be in the process 

of radically reshuffling the command structure of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, indicating a possible purge of senior 

officers blamed for failures in Ukraine. Several Russian outlets confirmed that the current Chief of Staff of the Central 

Military District, Colonel-General Mikhail Teplinsky, will replace the current Commander of the Russian Airborne Forces, 

Colonel-General Andrey Serdyukov.  

Ukrainian sources previously reported on June 17 that the Kremlin fired Serdyukov for poor performance during the 

invasion and high casualties among paratroopers, but ISW could not confirm this reporting at the time. Several sources 
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are additionally reporting contradictory claims about replacements for the current Southern Military District 

Commander—and overall commander of the Russian invasion of Ukraine–Army General Alexander Dvornikov: 

Russian reserve officer Oleg Marzoev claimed on June 21 that Russian military officials will soon appoint General of the 

Army Sergey Surovikin, the current commander of the Russian Aerospace Forces, as commander of the Southern Military 

District (SMD), effectively replacing current SMD Commander Alexander Dvornikov. 

Investigative journalism group Bellingcat previously reported on June 17 that Putin planned to replace Dvornikov as the 

commander of the invasion of Ukraine following Dvornikov’s excessive drinking and lack of trust among Russian forces. 

Ukraine’s Conflict Intelligence Team (CIT) reported on June 19 that Putin replaced Dvornikov as the commander of the 

Ukrainian operation with Colonel-General Gennady Zhidko, the head of the Military-Political Directorate of the Russian 

Armed Forces. 

An unofficial but widely followed Russian Airborne Troops social media page claimed that Dvornikov has been promoted 

and that Serdyukov will take his position within the SMD. This claim is highly unlikely to be true given that pro-Kremlin 

sources announced Serdyukov’s retirement. 

Ukraine Strikes Crimean Black Sea  Drilling Platforms - Ukrainian forces attacked drilling platforms in the Black 

Sea owned by a Crimean oil and gas company, the pro-Russian head of the annexed peninsula said on Monday, giving no 

details of what weapons were used. 

Three people were wounded and a search was under way for seven workers from the Chernomorneftegaz energy 

company, Sergei Askyonov, the Russian-installed head of Crimea, said in a post on Telegram. 

Crimean officials said work on three drilling platforms had been suspended after the hit, with fires reported. 

Russian-backed officials seized Chernomorneftegaz from Ukraine’s national gas operator Naftogaz as part of Moscow’s 

annexation of the peninsula in 2014. The company is under U.S. and European Union sanctions. 

Askyonov said Ukraine hit the platform at 0800 local time, when 109 people were working on platforms in the area. 

The rigs are located off Ukraine’s south coast in the Black Sea, 71 km from Odesa, the RIA Novosti news agency reported, 

citing Olga Kovitidi, a senator representing Crimea in Russia’s upper house of parliament. 

Russian officials have expressed concern over Ukrainian military figures saying they would like to target Crimean 

infrastructure – such as the Kerch bridge linking Crimea to Russia – as part of a Ukrainian counter-offensive in the south. 

Russian Ships Off Ukraine's Shore Preparing for 'Massive' Missile Launch – Russia is reportedly preparing to 
launch a "massive" missile attack on Ukraine from the sea. 
 
Six Russian ships carrying cruise missiles were positioned in the Black Sea and were "most likely preparing for a massive 
launch of missiles on the territory of Ukraine" as of Monday, according to Ukraine 24. The Ukrainian South Operational 
Command said that "permanent missile ships" in the area had recently been reduced due to the Ukrainian military's 
"actions" being "very disturbing to the enemy," according to Ukrainian state media agency Ukrinform. 
 
Ukrainian forces also warned that "Russian propagandists" were "increasingly spreading fake news stories about damage 
to airdromes and other critical, strategic and military infrastructure facilities in the region." 
 

Seven Belarusian Army battalions concentrate on Ukraine's border - At least seven Belarusian Army battalions 
consisting of roughly 3,500 to 4,000 soldiers on Tuesday concentrated on the Ukraine's border.  Oleksandr Motuzyanyk, 
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a spokesman for Ukraine’s Defense Ministry, said in a telegram post that the Russian troops were also deployed in 
Belarus. 
 

Russians Inflicting 'Catastrophic' Damage In Lysychansk As Offensive Intensifies - Russian forces have caused 

"catastrophic" damage as they continue to bombard Lysychansk and its twin city of Syevyerodonetsk in eastern Ukraine, 
where the situation has become "extremely difficult," Ukrainian officials say, as Moscow intensifies its offensive in ahead 
of an EU decision on granting Ukraine candidate status.  
 
"Fighting in the Syevyerodonetsk industrial zone and catastrophic destruction in Lysychansk," the Luhansk region's 
military governor, Serhiy Hayday, said in a statement on social media on June 21, adding that Lysychansk had suffered 
from heavy Russian strikes over the previous day.  
 
Ukrainian forces continue to defend Lysychansk and Syevyerodonetsk, where the most intense fighting is taking place, 
Hayday said. 
 

Heavyweight fight - In some of the bloodiest fighting seen in Europe since World War Two, Russia has made slow 
progress in the Donbas since April at the cost of thousands of soldiers' lives on both sides. 

 
Some of the fighting has spanned the Siverskyi Donets river that curls through the Donbas, with Russian forces mainly on 

the east bank and Ukrainian forces mainly on the west. 

But Ukrainian troops - and an estimated 500 civilians - are still holding out at a chemical plant in the east bank city of 

Sievierodonetsk, despite weeks of heavy bombardment. 

In recent days Russia has captured Toshkivka, a small city on the west bank further south, giving it a potential foothold 

to try to cut off the main Ukrainian bastion at Lysychansk. 

Rodion Miroshnik, ambassador to Russia of the pro-Moscow separatist self-styled Luhansk People's Republic, said forces 

were "moving from the south towards Lysychansk" with firefights erupting in a number of towns. 

"The hours to come should bring considerable changes to the balance of forces in the area," he said on Telegram. 

Russia's defence ministry said on Tuesday its missiles had struck an airfield near the port of Odesa in response to a 

Ukrainian attack on gas production platforms in the Black Sea. Reuters could not independently verify the report. 

Although fighting has favoured Russia in recent weeks because of its huge edge in artillery firepower, some Western 

military analysts say Russia's failure to make a major breakthrough so far means time is now on the Ukrainians' side. 

Moscow is running out of fresh troops, while Ukraine is receiving newer and better equipment from the West, tweeted 

retired U.S. Lieutenant General Mark Hertling, a former commander of U.S. ground forces in Europe. 

"It's a heavyweight boxing match. In 2 months of fighting, there has not yet been a knockout blow. It will come, as RU 

forces become more depleted," Hertling wrote. 

In Moscow, President Vladimir Putin told graduates of military academies that Russia would "continue to develop and 

strengthen our armed forces". He added that newly tested Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of carrying 

10 or more nuclear warheads would be deployed by the end of 2022. 

What hundreds of photos of weapons reveal about Russia’s brutal war strategy - Reflecting a shockingly 

barbaric and old-fashioned wartime strategy, Russian forces have pummeled Ukrainian cities and towns with a barrage 

of rockets and other munitions, most of which can be considered relatively crude relics of the Cold War, and many of 

which have been banned widely under international treaties, according to a New York Times analysis. 
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The attacks have made repeated and widespread use of weapons that kill, maim and destroy indiscriminately — a 

potential violation of international humanitarian law. These strikes have left civilians — including children — dead and 

injured, and they have left critical infrastructure, like schools and homes, a shambles. 

The Times examined more than 1,000 pictures taken by its own photojournalists and wire-service photographers working 

on the ground in Ukraine, as well as visual evidence presented by Ukrainian government and military agencies. Times 

journalists identified and categorized more than 450 instances in which weapons or groups of weapons were found in 

Ukraine. All told, there were more than 2,000 identifiable munitions, a vast majority of which were unguided. 

'Slaughtered': Eyewitnesses Recount Killing Of Three Ukrainian Teenagers - Russian soldiers opened fire on 

them with a cannon, machine guns, and assault rifles. Twins Yevhen and Bohdan Samodiy and their friend Valentyn 

Yakymchuk were killed while walking down the street in their village of Mokhnatyn, in northern Ukraine, on March 14. 

Russian theft of Ukrainian grain 

Satellite Images Show Russia Shipping Grain From Occupied Ukraine To Syria - Satellite images bolster 

accusations that Russia is transporting huge quantities of stolen Ukrainian grain to Bashar al-Assad's regime in Syria. 

RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service has documented a series of shipments through the largest grain terminal in Russian-occupied 

Crimea. 

Russia's theft of Ukrainian grain appears to be ramping up as it continues its war on the country, according to new satellite 

photos of the Crimean port of Sevastopol. 

Two Russia-flagged bulk carrier ships are shown docking and loading up with what is believed to be stolen Ukrainian grain 

in the images. Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky has accused Russia of "gradually stealing" Ukrainian food products 

and trying to sell them. 

 The new images from Maxar 

Technologies, dated May 19 

and 21, show the ships -- the 

Matros Pozynich and the 

Matros Koshka -- docked next 

to what appear to be grain silos 

with grain pouring off of a belt 

into an open hold. Both ships 

have now left the port, 

according to the ship tracking 

site MarineTraffic.com, with the 

Matros Pozynich sailing through 

the Aegean Sea claiming to be 

on its way to Beirut and the 

Matros Koshka still in the Black 

Sea. 

At the same time, Russia has been blocking Ukraine from exporting goods from its ports, fueling fears of a global food 

crisis. "The world community must help Ukraine unblock seaports, otherwise the energy crisis will be followed by a food 

crisis and many more countries will face it," Zelensky said Saturday. "Russia has blocked almost all ports and all, so to 

speak, maritime opportunities to export food -- our grain, barley, sunflower and more. A lot of things." 
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The ships have capacities of 30,000 metric tons and earlier this month Ukraine's Defense Ministry estimated that some 

400,000 tons had been stolen and taken out of Ukraine since Russia's invasion. 

Mykola Solsky, Ukraine's minister of Agrarian Policy and Food, said it is "sent in an organized manner in the direction of 

Crimea. This is a big business that is supervised by people of the highest level." 

There is now a growing approach to terming Russia’s blockade of vital international food shipments from Ukraine as a 

war crime. 

Containment 

Ukraine is building its own Iron Dome. This US company is key - A U.S. company is helping Ukraine build a 

missile defense system – its own version of Israel's Iron Dome – to prevent Russian rockets from striking its populace. 

According to Israeli officials, the Iron Dome, which detects and destroys incoming missiles, has an over 90% success rate. 

Ukraine's defense system, meanwhile, intercepts just 20% of Russia's missiles and rockets, MarketWatch reported. 

Ukraine's "technology is old and slow," the CEO of JustAnswer, Andy Kurtzig, told Fox News. "If we could close down the 

skies over Ukraine, Ukrainians will have a much better chance of winning this war and of democracy winning out." 

Impacts 

France, Germany, Italy, Poland leaders set to meet Zelenskyy in Kyiv - The leaders of France, Italy and Germany 

met in Kyiv last Thursday morning where they met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a show of support.  

French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi rode in a 

train car from Poland together bound for the country's capital.  

"It’s a message of European unity for the Ukrainian people, support now and in the future, because the weeks to come 

will be very difficult," Macron told reporters when they arrived. 

Gen. Barry McCaffrey: 'In the long run,' Ukraine invasion 'will be a strategic disaster for Russia' - Retired 

US Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey, while he believes Ukrainians are suffering casualties at a rate they may “not be able to 

sustain for long,” says Putin does not have enough support from even his own people in addition to not being able to 

keep up with the military technology being supplied to Ukraine to compete. 

McCaffrey stated that he believes Russia and Putin are heading for a strategic disaster in their Ukrainian invasion. 

McCaffrey is still intimately linked with power brokers in the US military, so it must be pondered as to who he is gleaning 

information from.  

US intel officials admit they didn't see that Russia's military was a 'hollow force.' Here's what they did see 

and how they missed it. 

The Russian force the US military and intelligence agencies believed to be a near-peer adversary hasn't shown up. The 

force that did appear had its main thrust blunted by smaller Ukrainian units. After taking heavy casualties and achieving 

few objects, Moscow pulled back its troops and lowered its ambitions. 

Something was off in US assessments of Russia's military, and the Pentagon and intelligence community have admitted 

that they missed indications that Moscow was in fact fielding a "hollow force." 
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During a Senate Armed Services committee hearing in May, lawmakers questioned Avril Haines, the director of national 

intelligence, and Lt. Gen. Scott Berrier, the director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, about their agencies' assumptions 

in Ukraine, focusing on assessments that Kyiv would fall in three to four days and that the war would last only two weeks. 

"We assessed their capacity to face the size of the Russian forces that were amassed on their border was going to be very 

difficult for them," Berrier said of the Ukrainians. 

"What we did not see from the inside was sort of this hollow force" that lacked an effective non-commissioned officer 

corps, leadership training, and effective doctrines, Berrier said of the Russians. "Those are the intangibles that we have 

got to be able to get our arms around as an intelligence community to really understand." 

Russia using Israel to distract world from Ukraine - Russia is attempting to draw attention away from its ongoing 

war in Ukraine by stirring up a crisis with Israel on the international stage, Israeli analysts believe. 

Moscow is set to put forth a proposal for a UN Security Council resolution condemning Israel for its recent alleged attack 

on Damascus International Airport, Israeli officials told the KAN News on Sunday. The strike caused serious damage to 

the airport and put it out of commission for days. 

The draft proposal blames the attack on Israel and says that it undermines regional stability and goes against international 

law, according to Kan. Though the resolution is unlikely to pass, some analysts say that the move could mark a significant 

deterioration in Russia-Israel ties. 

EU should arm Ukrainian ports to solve food crisis, Lithuania minister says - The blockade of Ukrainian wheat 

by Russian forces could be resolved if the European Union sends military equipment to protect the ports, Lithuania 

suggested on Monday ahead of a meeting of EU foreign ministers. 

"If we're serious about helping to solve the food crisis, we have to be serious about defending and defending the ports. 

Some of the equipment is already being sent to Ukraine. 

"Unfortunately, there is no other way. There's no other way to open up Odesa and other ports in the south of Ukraine. 

And there are European countries, European Union countries who have the equipment that is needed. And if they provide 

this, I think that we can solve the crisis much, much faster," he added. 

Putin 

Prosecuting Putin: The push to hold Russia accountable for war crimes in Ukraine - Investigating thousands 

of alleged Russian war crimes is a staggering task. Doing so in the midst of the war in Ukraine makes it that much harder. 

It is a colossal effort, focused on the gravest horrors that have unfolded in Ukraine over the past few months: the 

country’s investigation of more than 16,000 reports of alleged war crimes by Russian troops. From Bucha, the Ukrainian 

city devastated during a monthlong occupation, to Chernihiv, Borodyanka, Kharkiv and other areas the Russians have 

targeted, Ukrainian officials say Moscow’s forces have engaged in a campaign of terror against civilians. 

The allegations involve the actions of individual soldiers and large-scale atrocities and range from summary executions 

to rape. Proving the charges, Ukrainian officials concede, will be no easy task: Their investigations must be conducted in 

the midst of a live conflict, and the majority of their suspects are behind enemy lines. Some are high-ranking officials in 

Moscow. 

Meanwhile, the path to larger-scale war crimes prosecutions is complicated by the fact that neither Ukraine nor Russia 

are members of the International Criminal Court (ICC), where international war crimes cases are heard. That, according 

to Andrey Smirnov, the official charged by President Zelenskyy to spearhead the effort, is why Ukraine is pressing for a 
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special international tribunal to study the charges against Moscow. “The main goal of our government is to achieve 

justice,” Smirnov, who is the deputy head of Zelenskyy’s office, told Grid. 

A lawyer by training, Smirnov also noted that the ICC has a specific remit that might limit the scope of its investigations. 

The ICC’s mandate, he said, means “they cannot hold Russia accountable for the crime of aggression against Ukraine,” 

he told Grid. “That is something that can be done with a special tribunal.” 

Putin’s New Lie - Not only does he say there’s no war in Ukraine, Putin may have told his favorite propagandist that 

Russia is not even carrying out a so-called “Special Operation” over there. 

Russia’s flagship economic event, the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF, which ended over the 

weekend), served as another reflection of the country’s shifting place in the world. After Russia invaded Ukraine and was 

largely shunned by the international community, Western investors who had turned up at the event dubbed “the Russian 

Davos” in droves during previous years were conspicuously absent. Likewise, there would be no foreign moderator. This 

year’s SPIEF was moderated by Margarita Simonyan, editor-in-chief of the controversial media outlet RT (formerly known 

as Russia Today). 

After her secretive meetings with Putin, Simonyan—who for years promoted the idea of Russia’s armed intervention in 

neighboring countries—emerged with a drastically different iteration of the events being witnessed by the rest of the 

world. She outright denied that Russia is waging either a war or even a special operation in Ukraine. Instead, Simonyan 

alleged, there is a civil war and Russia simply took the side of the Russians. 

The head of RT did her best to sell an implausible story, laced with genocidal denial of Ukrainians as a people, and an 

outright dismissal of an idea they could possibly be fighting to defend their Motherland. Describing one of the videos of 

a Ukrainian POW she recently watched, Simonyan said: “A surrendered soldier of the Ukrainian Armed Forces was sitting 

down, his face is absolutely Russian, totally Russian. None of you could tell who he was, he’s Russian. Big blue eyes, 

blonde hair and beard. He said, “I was mobilized under mandatory enlistment.” We should understand, not all of them 

are there of their own free will.” Simonyan, who often claims that the Russian troops are in Ukraine fighting for their 

Motherland, absurdly denied that such a concept could ever apply to Ukrainians fighting on their own soil. 

As for those fighting against the Russian troops or opposing Russian aggression, Simonyan noted: “There is a significant 

number of Nazis and indoctrinated people, with whom there isn’t much to be done, other than to have them shot under 

the laws of the DPR [the supposed Donetsk People’s Republic].” 

Russian emails appear to show ‘network’ holding $4.5bn assets linked to Putin - Palaces, yachts and 

vineyards reportedly provided to Putin by friends and oligarchs can now be linked to what appears to be an informal 

network holding assets worth more than $4.5bn (£3.7bn). 

A digital paper trail appears to suggest that an array of holiday homes and other assets reportedly used by the Russian 

president, which according to available records belong to or have been owned by separate individuals, companies and 

charities, are linked through a common email domain name, LLCInvest.ru. 

A snapshot of leaked email exchanges from last September further suggests directors and administrators associated with 

some of the separate entities that hold and manage these assets have discussed day-to-day business problems as if they 

were part of a single organization. 

Sergey Kolesnikov, a businessman, claimed 10 years ago that he had been behind a scheme that allowed a group of 

Russia’s top oligarchs to pool billions of rubles into a type of “investment fund” for the benefit of Putin, who was then 

serving as prime minister. The claims were denied and Kolesnikov fled from Russia. 
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Last month the UK government contrasted Putin’s “lavish lifestyle” with official Russian records which listed “modest 

assets” including a small flat in St Petersburg, two Soviet-era cars from the 1950s, a trailer and a small garage. 

Widening of conflict 

Russia says it’s ready for ‘big, colossal war’ with NATO - The Russian military is ready for a potentially massive 

conflict with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, according to a Russian general and member of the country’s 

legislature on Friday. 

During a panel discussion on the state-run Russia 1 channel, “Evening with Vladimir Solovyev” host Vladimir Solovyev 

asked the panel to assess why Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine had elicited so much support for the Ukrainian 

government from the countries in the western NATO alliance. During the discussion, Russian Army Major General Andrei 

Gurulyov said Russia is preparing for everything, including “a big, colossal war” with NATO, should the current conflict in 

Ukraine escalate. 

“Let’s look at current military operations,” Gurulyov began his remarks before describing the support NATO has provided 

to Ukraine’s government thus far. 

“They thought they could stop us with Soviet arms, but they couldn’t stop us,” Gurulyov said. He also said NATO had 

thought the fighting in Ukraine might die down after Russian forces backed away from the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv, but 

the conflict has only continued. 

“They’re starting to realize that sooner or later, we will achieve the goals set by our president, of the denazification of 

the entire territory of Ukraine,” Gurulyov added, referring to Putin’s claimed reason for ordering the invasion of Ukraine.  

“This group, with the weapons they already have, with more arms to be delivered, will end up on the borders of Poland, 

Slovakia, Hungary and Romania, combat-ready and fully armed. Right now they’re practicing and observing. Every division 

has NATO instructors. They’re writing instructions on how to use arms, they’re watching how they work and how we 

respond, how to counteract our means.” 

Gurulyov said NATO “made their move. Now it’s our turn. How will we respond to these challenges? We should respond 

the same way.” He then said, “all modern means should be provided to our armed forces.” 

He said Russian forces still have much of Ukraine left to subdue before its forces move far enough west to reach Ukraine’s 

border with Poland, But, Gurulyov said, Russia’s military production is increasing and once Russian troops reach the 

western edge of Ukraine, “We have to consider every option up to a big, colossal war and be ready for it.” 

“Are we ready?” Gurulyov added. “We’re ready.” 

Earlier during the panel discussion, commentator Alexander Sosnovsky said western nations had been preparing for a 

wider conflict with Russia all along and described NATO’s current actions as “egging on the entire world against Russia.” 

Sosnovsky also described “NATO’s involvement in a nuclear arms race” which he said could lead to a “potential nuclear 

conflict.” 

The very statement that “Russian forces still have much of Ukraine left to subdue….” makes it clear that Russia will not 

rest with any Donbas occupation, they want the whole of Ukraine. Gurulyov is a senior Russian general and a member of 

Russia’s state legislature. He should know what he is talking about from a Russian perspective. 

'Russia Has No Right To Threaten Lithuania': Ukraine - Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on Monday 

criticized Russia after it accused Lithuania of imposing trade restrictions on the transit of EU-sanctioned goods to 

Moscow's exclave of Kaliningrad. 
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"Russia has no right to threaten Lithuania. Moscow has only itself to blame for the consequences of its unprovoked and 

unjustified invasion of Ukraine," Kuleba wrote in a statement on social media. 

Putin’s cronies warn of World War 3 as Russia issues chilling military threat to NATO country Lithuania - 

Putin has issued a chilling threat to the former countries of the Soviet Union, warning of a repeat of the Ukrainian invasion 

if anyone defies Russia. The Russian president appeared to lay claim to all of the former territories of the USSR, which he 

described as "historic Russia". 

Between 1990 and 1991, the Soviet Union fell apart, creating the countries of Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 

Speaking on Sunday, Putin made clear he wouldn't hesitate to extend the Ukrainian war to other countries he views as 

within Russia's orbit. He also said any countries that turned against the Kremlin would no longer "be allies" with Moscow. 

His comments came after those of Kazakhstan's president Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who appeared to directly defy Putin's 

dreams of empire-building. 

Speaking at the St Petersburg Economic Forum, Tokayev dismissed the pro-Russian breakaway Ukrainian regions of 

Donetsk and Luhansk as "quasi-state territories". 

This led Putin to declare, in front of his Kazakh counterpart, that Kazakhstan was part of what he termed "historic Russia". 

Before praising Kazakhstan as an ally, Putin said: "What is the Soviet Union? This is historic Russia." 

He added: "The same thing could have happened with Ukraine, absolutely, but they wouldn't be our allies." 

One Kazakh observer told The Telegraph that this was a clear threat by Putin to Russia's southern neighbour. They said 

President Tokayev had "humiliated Putin in front of his supporters," adding: "He's making him aware that Kazakhstan 

may be Russia's next prey." 

Another Kazakh-based commentator said: "He's saying that if you are good neighbor's, that's fine. But if you step out of 

line and go pro-West, we can conquer your land because it is ours." 

Speaking at the same conference in St Petersburg, Putin also said he believes Russian and Ukrainian relations would 

"return to normal" at the end of the "special military operation". 

Sanctions 

Russia sends first test shipment via Iran to Mumbai by train - A new test shipment is currently on the way from 

St. Petersburg, via Iran to Mumbai. The intermodal shipment is sent via the International North-South Transport Corridor 

(INSTC), the mega project that has been under development for many years. Rather than reaching Iran overland through 

Azerbaijan, another sea leg was incorporated at the Caspian Sea. 

The Russian cargo consists of two 40-foot containers of wood laminate sheets that departed St. Petersburg for the 

Caspian Sea port city of Astrakhan, the Iranian Islamic Republic News Agency reported around a week ago. 

In Astrakhan, the cargo will be reloaded to cross the Caspian Sea to Iran’s Anzali Port, where they will be carried by road 

through Iran to the port city of Bandar Abbas. The goods will again be loaded onto ships at the Iranian port to be delivered 

to India’s largest container port in Navi Mumbai. The total transit time is expected to be 25 days. 

The shipment, carried out by the Iranian Shipping Lines Group for a Russian manufacturer, showcases the cooperation 

between the countries, both benefiting from an alternative north-south transport corridor. Shipping from Russian ports 

has been limited by European sanctions. Similarly, transport through Iran is limited by US sanctions. 
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The INSTC has been tried and tested 

by several stakeholders. The main 

objective of the corridor is to 

provide an alternative to the 

traditional routes carried out by sea 

through the Suez Canal and the 

Mediterranean, and the Baltic Sea. 

It should reduce journey times 

between Mumbai and Moscow 

from forty to fourteen days. 

Although transport is already 

possible on the corridor, its full 

potential will not be reached until 

the main missing link is established: 

the Rasht-Astara railway line in Iran. 

Moreover, there is an ambition to 

make the Iranian port of Chabahar 

as the connecting point, as this port is geographically much closer to India. But a railway connection from the Iranian 

network to this port is missing. 

Russia threatens Lithuania with 'consequences' over blocked rail to enclave - Russia threatened on Tuesday 

to punish Lithuania with measures that would have a "serious negative impact" for blocking some shipments by rail to 

Moscow's Baltic Sea enclave of Kaliningrad, the latest dispute over sanctions imposed over war in Ukraine. 

Diplomatic attention has turned towards Russia's Kaliningrad enclave, a Baltic Sea port and surrounding countryside that 

are home to nearly a million Russians, connected to the rest of Russia by a rail link through EU- and NATO-member 

Lithuania. 

Lithuania has shut the route for transport of steel and other ferrous metals, which it says it is required to do under EU 

sanctions that took effect on Saturday. 

Russian officials say other basic goods have been blocked as well. Video footage from the enclave showed some panic 

buying over the weekend at shops selling construction materials. 

Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of Russia's Security Council, visited the enclave on Tuesday to chair a security meeting there. 

He said Lithuania's "hostile" actions showed that Russia could not trust the West, which he said had broken written 

agreements over Kaliningrad. 

"Russia will certainly respond to such hostile actions," Patrushev was quoted as saying by state news agency RIA. 

"Appropriate measures" were being worked out, and "their consequences will have a serious negative impact on the 

population of Lithuania", he said without elaborating. 

Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte said it was "ironic" to hear Russia complain about alleged violations of 

international law, given that it had violated "possibly every single international treaty". 

Russia declares gas war on EU - Putin is playing hardball with the European Union — cutting off gas deliveries to 

some of Russia's best customers in a howl of rage at the sanctions imposed after invading Ukraine. 
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It's putting enormous political pressure on governments, threatens to leave Europeans freezing if this winter is a cold 

one, and runs counter to the bloc's climate goals as countries replace gas-fired power with coal. It could even tip the 

Continent into recession. 

How Indian, Russian banks plan to bypass sanctions to facilitate trade - Canara Bank, Bank of Maharashtra, 

UCO Bank and other Indian banks are planning to tie up with Russian banks, which have not been sanctioned by the West, 

to facilitate bilateral payments, a media report said. 

To ensure smooth trade flow without violating the West's economic sanctions on Russia amid the Ukraine war, the Indian 

banks will open accounts with their Russian counterparts and vice versa, The Economic Times reported. 

Humanitarian 

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland Visits Ukraine to Discuss Investigating War Crimes – US Attorney 

General Merrick Garland made an unannounced visit to Ukraine Tuesday for a meeting with Prosecutor General Iryna 

Venediktova to discuss the ongoing effort to identify and apprehend suspected war criminals. 

Garland, who entered the country from the Polish border, reaffirmed continued U.S. assistance and announced the 

formation of a War Crimes Accountability Team within the Justice Department to provide legal counsel and expertise in 

evidence collection and forensics. 

Garland said the special unit would be led by Eli Rosenbaum, who previously directed the department's Office of Special 

Investigations (OSI), primarily responsible for identifying, denaturalizing, and deporting Nazi war criminals. A U.S. 

prosecutor also will be assigned to advise Ukrainian officials combatting kleptocracy, corruption and money laundering. 

"There is no hiding place for war criminals," he said. “Working alongside our domestic and international partners, the 

Justice Department will be relentless in our efforts to hold accountable every person complicit in the commission of war 

crimes, torture, and other grave violations during the unprovoked conflict in Ukraine." 

Russia Says It's Now Broadcasting Throughout Ukraine's Kherson Region - Russia says it has reconfigured 

communications infrastructure in Ukraine's Kherson region and is now broadcasting Russian television channels to the 

region as Moscow continues to impose control on the southern area near Crimea. 

Luxembourg PM Tours Ukraine's Bucha, Pledges Support To Investigate 'Atrocities' - Luxembourg Prime 

Minister Xavier Bettel says his country will support local and international investigations of "war crimes" committed in 

Ukraine to ensure that those responsible are "identified, prosecuted, and punished." 

After touring the towns of Bucha and Borodyanka, Bettel said in a series of tweets on June 21 that the destruction 

wrought by Russian forces during their invasion of Ukraine stands as a "symbol of senseless cruelty and violence." 

"Nothing can convey the horror of what has happened here," he said. 

Geopolitics 

A new Quad? Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand eye four-way anti-China summit on sidelines of NATO. 

Tokyo has sounded out Seoul about the possibility of the quadripartite meeting, according to a source close to the South 

Korean presidential office 

The envisaged meeting on the sidelines of next week’s NATO gathering is reportedly seen by the four nations as an 

attempt to keep an assertive China in check. 
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Leaders from the four nations are expected to deepen cooperation in realizing a free and open Indo-Pacific and may 

discuss increased support for Pacific island nations, sources familiar with the matter said. 

China and the South Pacific nation of the Solomon Islands signed a security treaty to reportedly allow the deployment of 

Chinese troops, a development, if realized, that would spark concerns among regional powers such as Australia, New 

Zealand, the United States and Japan. 

Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand are not members of NATO but have been invited as partners to the 

summit to be held in Madrid on June 29 and 30. 

The four-way meeting would add a new dimension to the multilateral cooperation framework in pursuit of a free and 

open Indo-Pacific. Japan and Australia are part of the Quad framework with India and the United States. 

Deteriorating Greek-Turkish Relations Could Cloud NATO Summit - Deteriorating relations between Athens 

and Ankara are now on the verge of eclipsing coverage of the Ukraine war in Greek media. There is endless chatter about 

the likelihood of a “hot summer” wherein Turkey may launch a surprise attack against one of the islands or islets that 

Mr. Molyviatis referenced in his missive. 

What is Turkey up to? - This summer, for the first time in many years, the omens concerning Greek-Turkish relations 

are particularly gloomy. There are many objective reasons why Turkey causing a heated incident is not the most likely 

scenario; however, the accumulation of largely unwarranted anger across the Aegean mixed with President Erdogan’s 

insecurity is causing justified concern and alarm. 

So long as the situation in Ukraine remains tense, it is key for NATO to maintain its cohesion. The unity of the transatlantic 

Alliance is challenged by Turkey’s reaction to the potential membership of Sweden and Finland but, at the same time, 

this opposition renders less likely a rupture in NATO’s southeastern flank. It therefore seems that Erdogan’s real aim is 

not to open a rift with Washington but rather to grab the attention of Joe Biden and bargain with the American president 

before Turkey’s elections. 

Where does Greece fit in all that? On one hand, there is the strategic relationship developed with the US. From Turkey’s 

perspective, the Americans do not want to give Greece the impression that they failed to stop Turkey from triggering a 

crisis. On the other, Ankara expects that the constant pressure on Athens will force it to ask for Washington’s involvement 

and thereby open a channel of communication given that an incident between two NATO allies would inevitably be 

treated as top priority in need of direct intervention. 

Meanwhile, Erdogan enjoys dwindling domestic support ahead of elections in Turkey. Here lies one of the most pressing 

areas of concern in Greek-Turkish relations. Erdogan finds himself in an unprecedented position. After dominating Turkish 

politics for two decades, he is polling behind rival candidates. The strong card that cemented his rule, the Turkish 

economy, has become his Achilles’ heel. Furthermore, his prolonged stay in power and autocratic style, as well as his 

narrowing circle of trusted officials, seem to be reinforcing his divorce from political, economic and social reality. 

Erdogan’s insistence on cutting interest rates amid rampant inflation speaks volumes about him being out of touch with 

real events and the needs of his people. 

This combination is problematic because, as in the case of Russian President Putin, rationalism is placed on the back 

burner for the sake of a worldview that is deeply rooted in the “glorious past,” the need to “correct” historical events 

and the leaders’ desire to leave their mark on history. Faced with a possible electoral defeat and given that the Turkish 

economy is at risk of bankruptcy, Erdogan will naturally turn elsewhere for a success that will allow him to score points 

at home and rally a diverse audience of Islamists and Kemalists that is glued together by nationalism.  

Each time he launched an offensive in Syria, Erdogan’s poll numbers went up – and that was as the economy prospered. 

Also, after 2015, when he chose to target the Kurds and, of course, after the failed coup of 2016, Erdogan was able to 
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win elections and the referendum on the back of intense polarization at home – which has now peaked – and convenient 

enemies outside Turkey. 

The Turkish leadership has regrettably adopted the extreme views held by the Kemalist deep state regarding the Aegean 

and Greece. Meanwhile, hostility toward Athens and Nicosia cuts across the political system. Inside Turkey, there is an 

organized campaign to cultivate and sustain an anti-Greek mood and an anything-goes reaction. Erdogan has of late 

adopted the long-standing doctrine of the Kemalist establishment which likes to portray Greece as the spoiled child of 

the West that is acting on behalf of American interests, and which could under certain conditions be used as a battering 

ram against Turkey. Demonizing Athens however is as convenient as launching a military campaign against it is 

complicated. This certainly serves as a deterrent for Ankara. 

On the field, the range of Turkey’s moves is more or less predictable (the ultimate aim being making Greece take 

responsibility for any escalation of tensions): conducting seismic surveys in sea areas that have not been demarcated 

(the Rhodes-Karpathos-Kastellorizo triangle seems to draw most of the interest here), sending a drillship inside Cyprus’ 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ), activating the Turkey-Libya memorandum, launching a tender for surveys in the Libyan 

continental shelf, triggering a standoff over migrant flows, and engaging in provocations even by Turkish fishing vessels, 

continuing Greek airspace violations using conventional and hybrid means. The frequency of hybrid (psychological) 

operations will intensify in a bid to wear Athens down and make a compromise more likely. 

On the diplomatic level, on top of making the case to an international audience for the demilitarization of eastern Aegean 

islands – also insisting that its status is tied to Greek sovereignty over these islands – Turkey is mulling sending a letter to 

the United Nations promoting the country’s arguments and claims in the Aegean. Turkish diplomats are digging into past 

cases that could be interpreted as supportive to their cause in a bid to construct arguments regarding maritime zones. 

All that will require caution. 

Also, Greece will have to examine if such an action constitutes a violation of the Berne Protocol (submitting coordinates 

will amount to a unilateral delimitation) and if the country’s interests are better served by indirect negotiation because 

each time Athens will need to respond to increasingly specialized claims put forward by the other side. 

China says ready to mediate for Horn of Africa peace - China offered mediation for the settlement of "disputes" 

in the Horn of Africa, at the opening of a conference with the countries of this region plagued by conflicts where it has 

many interests, noted a journalist from AFP. 

The first conference "China-Horn of Africa on security, governance and development" brings together until Tuesday in 

Addis Ababa China, represented by its special envoy for the Horn of Africa Xue Bing, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, 

Sudan, South Sudan and Uganda, represented by a minister or an ambassador. Eritrea, invited, was not present. 

This is an example of how China is using diplomacy and funding to extend its influence in 3rd World areas around the 

globe. 


