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US consumers spend ten times more on groceries at Walmart than Amazon
• Last year, Amazon captured almost five times the share of U.S. household spending on electronics, appliances, 

sporting goods, hobbies, music and books than Walmart. But Walmart still has a massive edge in one major 
category: food, which has long been Walmart’s single largest category. The average American household still 
spends roughly 10 times as much on food and beverages at Walmart than at Amazon. Walmart has always had a 
comfortable lead on Amazon in this category, capturing a total of $264 billion in sales in 2021, compared to 
Amazon’s $27 billion.

• Amazon has never taken in more than 2.1% of consumers’ total spending on food and beverages and shows no sign 
of raising that percentage anytime soon. Since acquiring Whole Foods in 2018, the share of food and beverage 
spending won by Amazon has shifted between 1.7% and 2.1% — a leeway of just 0.4 percentage points.

Netherlands: More supermarkets move into super fast delivery market
• More supermarkets are going into direct competition with fast grocery delivery services like Gorillas and Flink, by 

signing alliances with food delivery firms. Albert Heijn said this week it will start testing fast delivery services in two 
Amsterdam stores next week, after signing agreements with Deliveroo and Thuisbezorgd. The three firms already 
had a deal to deliver AH To Go products. Spar is also working with Thuisbezorgd’s bike couriers using supplies from 
15 of its own stores. If the service catches on, the experiment will be expanded, Spar said on Thursday.

• Jumbo started the trend earlier this year when it signed up to work with fast grocery service Gorillas, but the deal is 
different to the AH agreement, in that the products will come from Gorillas’ own dark stores. Jumbo also pledges 
delivery times of 10 to 20 minutes, compared with 30 minutes for AH. Online grocery shopping is becoming 
increasingly popular with Albert Heijn, Jumbo, Picnic and HelloFresh now included on the list of biggest online 
retailers.

Ralphs, Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions Workers Ratify New Labor Contract
Employees represented by UFCW locals in Southern and Central California voted to ratify a new three-year contract 
with Ralphs, a banner of The Kroger Co., and Albertsons Cos.’ Albertsons, Vons and Pavilions banners. 
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Walmart Canada Unveils State-of-the-Art Distribution Center
• Taking technology and sustainability to new levels, Walmart Canada has invested CAD $175 million in its latest 

distribution center in Surrey, British Columbia. The 300,000-square-foot facility will distribute fresh and frozen foods, 
as well as pantry items, to 45 Walmart locations across the province, and is part of the retailer’s broader $3.5 billion 
investment to generate growth and speed up the flow of products across Canada.

• The company built the distribution center vertically as opposed to a traditional facility, saving half of the land mass 
and reducing its overall carbon footprint. The technology for the unique building design was made possible through 
a partnership with logistics solution company WITRON and allows workers to complete as many as 150,000 order 
picks per day.

ACC Comment – ACC with Glenn Ross introduced Walmart to Witron in Parkstein, Bavaria and to fully automated 
warehouse design, conducting visits to automated facilities in Austria, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands and the UK.

When Will Manufacturers Act to Diversify Raw-Material Supply?
• At a time when supply chain experts are preaching the benefits of diversified sourcing, an alarmingly small number 

of manufacturers seem to be practicing it.
• Take tungsten, the primary alloy used in steel for cutting tools as well as for electrical, biochemical, military and 

other manufacturing purposes. Industries requiring tungsten include automotive (especially electric vehicles), 
aviation (for rivet holes in planes), medical (as shielding for MRI machines), semiconductors (in the form of tungsten 
gas), batteries (for anodes and cathodes) and nuclear power. “There’s a little bit of tungsten in just about everything 
in your life,” says Lewis Black, chief executive officer of Almonty Industries, Inc., a global miner and processor of 
tungsten.

• China is currently responsible for 83% of the world’s supply, followed by Russia with around 8%, according to Black. 
When China entered the tungsten market in the 1980s, he says, it essentially crashed the market and led to the 
closure of most mines in the West. “Since that day, there hasn’t been any dramatic development of tungsten assets 
around the world, because China is very effective at taking care of the market.”

• Which demands the question: Are manufacturers comfortable with this state of affairs?
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Grocery Outlet, Instacart Partnership Goes National
• Grocery Outlet is expanding its e-commerce partnership with Instacart by offering same-day delivery from nearly 400 

stores in California, Oregon, Washington, Pennsylvania, Idaho, Nevada and New Jersey.
• Instacart first brought Grocery Outlet onto its app back in October, making online shopping and delivery available to 

Grocery Outlet customers for the first time. The initial pilot ran for six months across nearly 70 retail stores in 
California. With this national expansion, more Grocery Outlet customers can now access products online and have 
orders delivered in as fast as an hour.

Building EV Charging Stations: What Retailers Need to Know
• Electric vehicles are becoming more popular options for both commuter and commercial drivers. Each year, new EVs 

are introduced with longer range, shorter charge times and cheaper starting price tags. The U.S. and U.K. 
governments are also starting to approve rebates and tax incentives to make it easier for drivers to purchase EVs. The 
U.S. also approved a $1 trillion infrastructure bill which includes enhancements to make EV charging stations readily 
available and easily accessible for drivers across the country.

• EV chargers can be installed anywhere that can support the power that is necessary to run the chargers, providing 
retailers with a unique opportunity to earn additional revenue by installing EV chargers at the sites.

Convenience Stores See Sales Tick Up Even as Traffic Remains Depressed
• Stores saw the average number of weekly in-store buyers decline 14% in 2021 compared to the pre-pandemic weekly 

average in 2019, despite a modest recovery relative to 2020, as per VideoMining. Major factors that had a negative 
impact on in-store traffic included continuing work-from-home trends and high gas prices.

• Despite the lower level of in-store traffic, average weekly sales per store for the convenience channel were up 4% 
compared to 2019. This is partially a result of inflation and partially due to c-store shoppers' healthy appetite for 
buying a range of -instore products, adding up to $58,456 in sales per store per week, excluding fuel.

• Shoppers are now very comfortable visiting and shopping at convenience stores based on their overall behaviors, 
such as spending more time (over three minutes) shopping in-store, VideoMining reported.
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IRI Report Shows Frozen Seafood Gain, Fresh Sales Pressured
• Fresh seafood prices per unit were up an average of 12.1% in March 2022 versus year ago, even more than the 10.9% 

rise in February. Finfish reached an average of $9.81 per unit, up 18.1%. Price increases were lowest in fresh shellfish, 
at 2.1% on a per unit basis. This compressed dollar growth, as seen later.

• Seafood prices may spike further amid Russian sanctions, with particular impact on crab, cod and Alaskan pollock 
prices, the latter used in frozen fish sticks and fast-food sandwiches. According to the U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organization, Russia is the fifth-largest producer of wild-caught fish and the world leader in cod exports.

• Frozen seafood dollar sales were significantly higher than fresh seafood in March 2022, at $605 million versus $505 
million, respectively. This was due to a 10.4% decline for fresh seafood when comparing March 2022 dollar sales to 
year ago levels. In contrast, frozen seafood dollars grew 1.1% and shelf-stable (canned and pouches) increased 9.9%, 
along with increases in unit and volume sales.

• Ambient seafood
o Shelf-stable seafood sales have been a rollercoaster ride for the last two years. During March 2020, sales 

increased by triple digits, for an average increase of 39% over the first quarter of 2020. That proved to be 
impossible to lap come the first quarter of 2021, and sales dropped by 23.5%. However, come March 2022, 
sales are once more trending in positive territory.

o During the four March 2022 weeks, ambient seafood in cans and pouches reached $222 million in sales, which 
was up from $200 million in February. It was also a significant year-on-year increase of 9.2%, hand-in-hand
with unit and volume increases. The bulk of sales were generated by tuna.

• Fresh seafood
o During the four March weeks, dollar sales for fresh seafood reached $505 million, down from $520 million in 

February. Year-on-year, fresh seafood sales declined 10.4%, but sales remained above 2020 levels by 4.3%. 
• Frozen seafood sales

o Building onto several years of growth, frozen food sales continued to increase in March 2022. Dollar sales 
gained 5.7% over year ago and trended 28.5% above the 2019 pre-pandemic levels. However, like most other 
areas of the store, frozen food sales could not match prior year unit levels, which were down 6%.
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The return of out-of-home snacks, the rise of protein fortification and healthy indulgence
• As COVID-19 accelerated demand for snacking, opportunities for innovation in an attempt to meet evolving 

consumer demands is seeing an uptick. Ranging from nutritious snack products, international flavors and functional 
ingredients, the space is booming prompting  accelerated NPD. 

• “As an ever-popular and growing category, the snacking space is seeing increased competition that is challenging 
brands to offer a nexus of nutrition benefits and new sensory experiences,” Harbinder Maan, associate director, 
trade marketing and stewardship, Almond Board of California, tells FoodIngredientsFirst.

• Flavor is a key driver of consumption and innovation, Maan underscores. “Snack products are leveraging almonds to 
unlock novel flavors and textures, formats that fit on-the-go lifestyles, and functional benefits that answer 
consumers’ wellness needs.” 

Meijer sets opening date for 2 supercenters
May 12 is shaping up to be a big day at Meijer, which is planning grand openings for 2 new supercenters on that date. 
One location will welcome shoppers in West Branch, Michigan, and the other will open its doors in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Both stores span 155,000 square feet and carry the retailer’s typical assortment of grocery, fresh produce, bakery, meat 
and deli items, apparel, electronics, toys and sporting goods.

US: Food-at-home CPI jumps 10% year over year in March
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reported that the Consumer Price Index for food-at-home swelled 10% year 
over year (unadjusted) for March, the largest 12-month increase since March 1981. New research by the FMI-The Food 
Industry Association indicates that grocery shoppers are reacting to food inflation. FMI’s 2022 Grocery Shopper Trends 
report found that average household spending on groceries rose just 4% to $148 per week so far in 2022, well below the 
$161 per week seen at the height of the pandemic.

Israeli retailer Shufersal rejects Delek Israel merger offer
The board of Israeli retailer Shufersal rejected an offer to merge with Delek Israel, with the company saying the proposal 
did not comply with the strategy of Shufersal and its shareholders.
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Zimbabwe joins Southern Hemisphere Association of Fresh Fruit Exporters
• Nelli Hajdu, Secretary General of SHAFFE, recently announced: “We are very happy to announce the 

addition of Zimbabwe to SHAFFE, represented through the Zimbabwe Horticultural Development Council.” The 
incorporation took place during Fruit Logistica, an event that had its first face-to-face version again, taking place 
from April 5 to 7th.

• “As SHAFFE we are working on the incorporation of more members. Growing and positioning our entity is one of 
our objectives. The producing and exporting countries of fresh fruit in the Southern Hemisphere are an important 
part of the international trade of fresh products and Zimbabwe is one of these countries,” said Charif Christian 
Carvajal, President of SHAFFE and representative of ASOEX, Chile.

Retail trends as inflation surges is set to include the fresh food and grocery sector in Australia
• A specialist retailing consulting and advisory firm believes that                                                            

the shopping category known as the 'middle consumer' is set to                                                               
become more divided by a surge in inflation, which is expected to                                                            
hit the food and grocery sector.

• Tristan Kitchener from Kitchener Partners says that pre-COVID,                                                                  
these consumers readily switched between being budget and                                                                    
premium purchasers depending on the product, occasion and                                                                    
belief, but now it could be more about the "Haves and Have-Nots"                                                                
as consumers are pulled in one direction or another over the next 12 months.

• "You see what is happening now, we see inflation is coming along and this is absolutely going to be fueling retailer 
growth," he said. "A lot of forecasts coming through, thinking that retailers’ profitability will increase significantly 
as a consequence of it. 

• The reason that inflation will stick this time is that previously over the past 30 years, is that it has been absorbed 
either by suppliers or retailers. Now when you look at grocery goods and low demand elasticity; you have to buy 
your grocery food and goods. 
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China takes steps to shore up supply chains by putting Tesla and SMIC on ‘white-list.’
• Under this system, the government will hand-pick businesses from different sectors deemed as strategically 

important
• By allowing key producers to function as normally as possible, China is aiming to reduce the impact of strict 

lockdown measures
• Chinese authorities are taking steps to shore up supply chains that have been battered by strict lockdown measures, 

including drawing up “white-lists” of companies that can resume production and operations.
• Under this system, the government will hand-pick businesses from different sectors deemed as strategically 

important for the economy and society and exempt them from certain lockdown restrictions.
• The Shanghai Commission of Economy and Information Technology, the city’s industrial development authority, said 

last Friday that it had picked 666 companies, mainly in the automobile, semiconductor and energy industries, to 
resume production.

J.B. Hunt sees runway for high demand; small carriers could struggle
• J.B. Hunt Transport Services continues to see demand for its services exceed capacity. Management from the 

company noted moderation in the spot truckload market on a call with analysts Monday night but said that pressure 
on rates is likely more of a hurdle for smaller carriers not operating under contractual arrangements.

• “As we sit here today, demand for our services, and in particular the asset side of our business, is the strongest I’ve 
seen in my 27-year career at the company,” Chief Commercial Officer Shelley Simpson stated.

• Simpson said loosening in the spot market along with declining rates is really more of an issue for small operators. 
She said J.B. Hunt is halfway through bid season and is seeing its best results from contractual negotiations in 
memory. She noted that potential supply chain disruptions tied to China’s latest rounds of COVID lockdowns and 
noise around West Coast labor negotiations could present incremental congestion and tightening by July.

• “In this type of an environment, it just takes a little bit of disruption to really change the environment all over again, 
and so that’s what we’re watching out for,” Simpson said. J.B. Hunt’s intermodal unit reported a 7% increase in loads 
during the quarter, while total intermodal traffic on the Class I railroads fell by a similar percentage.
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Prologis ups guidance as warehouse market remains tight
• Logistics real estate investment trust Prologis Inc. beat first-quarter expectations and raised full-year guidance.
• Core funds from operations of $1.09 per share outpaced analysts’ expectations by 2 cents and were 12 cents higher 

than the year-ago period. Prologis expects 2022 net earnings to be in the range of $4.85 to $5 per share, 10% higher 
than its outlook provided at the beginning of the year. Core FFO guidance was raised nearly 2% to a range of $5.10 
to $5.16 per share and ahead of the consensus estimate of $5.04 at the time of the print.

• “The need for resilience in the supply chain continues to drive record demand despite today’s economic and 
geopolitical risks,” Hamid Moghadam, co-founder and CEO, stated in a press release. “With our well-positioned 
portfolio, irreplaceable land bank, abundant investment capacity and differentiated customer solutions, we expect 
to continue to outperform while delivering exceptional customer service.”

• Occupancy remained high at 97.4%, in line with the first quarter and 200 basis points higher year-over-year. By 
quarter end, 98.1% of Prologis’ portfolio was leased.

FedEx, UPS feeder operator acquires small cargo airline
• Alpine Air Express, which provides air cargo services to smaller                                                             

communities in the western U.S. for customers such as FedEx, UPS and                                                         
the U.S. Postal Service, said Monday it has acquired Omaha,                                                                  
Nebraska-based Suburban Air Freight to support growing demand for                                                               
e-commerce services.

• The deal positions Alpine Air Express, one of the largest regional air                                                       
cargo carriers in the U.S., to begin flying for DHL Express and build on its                                                 
expansion effort. 

• Alpine Air operates a fleet of 50 turboprop aircraft — 35 twin-engine Beechcraft 1900D, 14 smaller Beechcraft 99 
and a King Air 200 — that transport mail packages and other time-sensitive cargo in Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho, California and Utah. It indirectly carries packages for Amazon through contracts 
with UPS and the Postal Service and offers charter flights for automotive and other customers.
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Postal Service OK’d to slow parcel deliveries
• Postal Regulatory Commission approves plan to extend long-haul delivery windows, move more parcels on truck.
• The U.S. Postal Service said Monday it has been greenlighted to slow some deliveries of long-distance parcel 

shipments, a move that allows it to use more surface transportation and reduce its use of airfreight.
• Effective May 1, nearly one-third of all first-class parcels will be delivered one to two days later than the current two-

to three-day delivery windows, the Postal Service said. The time in transit will be based on delivery lengths, with a 
coast-to-coast move likely taking five days. About 68% of parcel volumes will still have two- to three-day deliveries, 
while about 4% will be upgraded from three days to two. First-class parcel shipments typically weigh less than 1 
pound and are mostly designed to move via e-commerce.

• The Postal Regulatory Commission, the agency that regulates the Postal Service, approved the initiative, which was 
first proposed last summer. The agency said in October that it planned to launch the service after the 2021-22 peak 
holiday shipping season.

Tongjiang Railway Bridge ready in August
• Speaking of border crossings between China and Russia that could help boost bilateral rail traffic, the Tongjiang 

Railway Bridge attracts much attention. The railway bridge has been under construction since 2016 and was 
completed in 2021. Currently, Chinese Railways are running test trains over the bridge, which will be fully 
operational by August. Estimations read that when operable, the bridge will shorten the train transit from 
Heilongjiang to Moscow by roughly 800 kilometres and 10 hours.

• The bridge is paved with two track gauges. The standard gauge on the Chinese side (1435mm) and broad gauge 
(1520mm) on the Russian side. It connects Tongjiang city in the Heilongjiang Province of China and Lienningskoye, 
the Jewish Autonomous Prefecture of Russia. The Russian side is 328,57 metres long, while the Chinese side covers a 
length of 1,886 metres. In total, the whole bridge is 2,2 kilometres long.

• In April, compared to March, traffic has already increased by 27 per cent in Zabaikalsk and by 10 per cent in 
Grodekovo. Export cargo transportation to China through Kazakhstan and Mongolia is also increasing”, stated RZD, 
according to an Interfax Russia report.
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Turning the tide on UK urban logistics
• To kick-start a modern light logistics market, a back to the future approach is proposed by the UK infrastructure 

agency Network Rail. In a report that will be handed on to the new overarching Great British Railways organization in 
2023, NR has laid out proposals to recapture a significant proportion of the light logistics market.

• The urban logistics market, which was almost entirely lost from the railways in the 1990s, is rapidly growing, and 
there are modern plans to make rail an attractive proposition for third-party operators. Network Rail has been 
looking closely at opportunities for the network to engage with a sector that was almost entirely abandoned in the 
aftermath of privatization in the 1990s.

• Historical loss of city-centre capacity - Environmental issues have undoubtedly fueled renewed railway interest in 
light logistics. The various government initiatives aimed at making the national economy reach net-zero carbon by 
2050 are helping focus the minds of commercial operators on rail alternatives to fossil-fuelled road transport.

• “Urban logistics within Great Britain currently relies almost exclusively on direct deliveries in road vehicles”, says 
Network Rail in their ‘Capability review for the express freight and urban logistics’ report, of which the agency’s 
Major Stations Group has published the initial findings.

• The report notes the reliance on diesel trucks for the long-haul operations most suited for transfer from road to rail. 
Still, it also recognised the challenges posed by the historic loss of rail capacity within city-centre locations. “Space 
within cities for standalone storage and distribution of goods is limited due to development pressures from other 
uses”, says NR. The redevelopment of the once-ubiquitous city goods terminals – often into residential, office, retail 
and leisure destinations – reflects the desirability of those central locations. “The former extensive network of 
railway goods yards and depots in towns and cities has been virtually eliminated by successive post-war 
rationalization”, says the report. “If the delivery of goods and services to and from highly-populated areas is to be 
decarbonized through greater use of rail transport in the short to medium term, the dual challenges of lack of rail 
access and high land values will need to be addressed”, says NR.

• Network Rail says it is now extending its survey to many more stations around the network. “Reinstating the 
capability of stations to handle parcels and other light freight traffic will further enhance their role as community 
hubs, helping further decarbonise the supply chain, whilst creating new opportunities for delivering products. 



“Logic gets you from A to B, Innovation gets you everywhere”  Einstein

Supply Chain Update 17

Xi’an starts new Trans-Caspian multimodal service, but it’s not the only one
• The China-Europe Railway welcomed a new train connection between the Xi’an International Dry Port and 

Mannheim in Germany. The new multimodal service commenced on 13 April. It crosses the Caspian and Black Seas, 
passing through Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. The Romanian 
port of Constanta will be the gateway to Europe.

• The first train, laden with clothing, sports equipment and other items, departed from Xi’an, heading west through 
the Khorgos dry port. Cargo will be transshipped to a ferry at the Kazakh port of Aktau on the Caspian Sea. After 
crossing the Caspian Sea, it will change back to rail at the port of Baku in Azerbaijan and transit to the Georgian port 
of Poti. From the Georgian Black Sea port, cargo will take the ferry again to the port of Constanta, passing through 
Eastern Europe straight to its destination in Mannheim, Germany.

Middle corridor fever
• This “rail-sea-rail-sea” multimodal transport solution is a new attempt by Xi’an Dry Port to address the current 

market situation. It is no coincidence that many companies are exploring this alternative solution at the same time. 
For example, Gansu Wuwei, in cooperation with the Port of Poti, is also operating regular freight trains on the same 
multimodal route, with further extensions to the Hungarian capital Budapest using rail or inland shipping.

• However, Chinese rail companies are not the only ones showing a preference for the Trans-Caspian route. In early 
March, the Dutch rail logistics provider Rail Bridge Cargo launched a multimodal route between Zhengzhou in China 
and Duisburg-Neuss in Germany. The service has a transit time of 23-25 days and passes through Kazakhstan, Baku 
and Poti. However, Constanta is not the only option to enter Europe since the company also uses the Bulgarian port 
of Varna. From Varna-Constanta, cargo reaches its end destinations either by rail or road.

• On top of that, Silk Road company RTSB is also participating in the Middle Corridor ‘fever’ with a multimodal service 
transiting both through the Black Sea and the BTK line and Turkey. Nevertheless, this service is not explicitly new for 
RTSB since the company has been exploring these options since 2015.

• The questions now arising are “When will product headed to the US pass along the BRI network, through central EU 
ports, transshipped onto ocean vessels, and consigned to the US east coast?” and “When does China apply HSR to 
shorten rail time?”
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The UberPool of trucking - Cargosharing
• The pandemic created a bullwhip in supply and demand that rippled across the entire supply chain, from container 

ports to warehouses.
• One of the main challenges has been a shortage of trucks to move backed-up goods to their locations. “There’s way 

more freight than there are trucks to get it,” said Oren Zaslansky, CEO of logistics software company Flock Freight. 
“And that drives up costs because there's so few trucks there. So, the shipper has to sort of pay whatever the market 
drives them.”

• But there’s a key problem making the situation worse: Most trucks that are used to ship goods aren’t actually full.
o “About a third of the U.S. truckload industry — which is like $400 to $500 billion a year depending upon where 

you get your data — about a third of all those trucks are only half full,” said Zaslansky.
o And companies typically have to pay for the equivalent of a full truckload to ship their goods, even if they don’t 

have a trailer’s worth of stuff to move.
o “When you think about it from an economic standpoint, the shipper paid for a full truck, they just couldn't fill it 

up. So, it's very expensive for them. And from the carrier's perspective, it's wasted space,” he said.
• Cargo-sharing is a lot more complicated than ridesharing.

o “If you think about freight, we absolutely need to constrain for and optimize against length, width, height, 
weight, density, what's called the NMFC code, the SIC code,” said Zaslansky.

o And unlike Uber, you can’t put just any types of cargo together. “We have to understand compatibility of cargo. 
You cannot put hazardous materials with food,” he said.

o On top of all of this, Flock Freight’s algorithm has to solve for last in, first out, or LIFO, sequencing. “In a carpool 
of people in cars, you get out either side; whichever side you're sitting on is the side you're gonna get out on, 
it's pretty straightforward,” said Zaslansky.

o But with cargo, everything goes in and comes out the same way: from the back of the trailer. “So if you're the 
first thing loaded in the nose, you're gonna be the last thing that comes off. And if you're the last thing loaded 
on the tail, you're going to be the first thing that comes off the trailer,” he said.
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UK: Tesco distribution centre near Bristol sold for more than $135m
• A Tesco distribution centre near Bristol has been sold off for more than $135m (£102m) to an unknown buyer. The 

540,000 sq ft facility, which was originally developed by the supermarket in 2010, serves over 400 stores across the 
South-West and South Wales. Property asset management firm Roebuck, a UK subsidiary of GFH Financial Group 
(GFH), completed the off-market sale.

• “The sale of Tesco Avonmouth has delivered our Korean investors significant out performance," said Hugh 
Macdonald-Brown, managing partner at Roebuck. "It was fantastic to work with Capstone on another successful 
investment and the intention is to hopefully find new projects to work on together. Roebuck is actively pursuing 
opportunities to recycle capital from these sales for either UK and European logistics assets.”

Shippers watchful of Texas-Mexico border blockades and inspections
• “It doesn’t help the commodity situation. There’s no net positive and it’s a mess.”
• So says Steven Leal with S&J Distributing in Edinburg, TX of the recent events at key Mexico-Texas border crossings 

which are delaying shipping produce over the border.
• Earlier in the week, Mexican truckers formed a blockade on the Mexican side of the Pharr-Reynosa International 

Bridge to protest Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s decision on cargo inspections. Gov. Abbott’s decision allowed state 
police to conduct increasingly detailed inspections on shipments into the state to, said the Governor, “ensure that 
Texans are not endangered by unsafe vehicles and their unsafe drivers.” 

• Together, these events slowed down goods movement and early reports noted the disruptions could last 30 days 
which increases the concerns for what is being seen on the bridge: trucks full of product potentially degrading in 
quality, trucks also running out of fuel and people bringing food and water to those waiting on the bridge.

Usage-based insurance: Trucking's best kept secret?
Progressive, Canal, and Great West Casualty all offer what's called "usage-based insurance," which use different 
mechanisms to bill based on miles driven, or in the case of insurance startup Lula, previously covered at the link, based 
on days of usage. 
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Durban port operations resume with no damage to containers or vessels in port
• The death toll from the KwaZulu-Natal floods has risen to over 495 and President Cyril Ramaphosa visited the area 

and surveyed the devastation from the air: bridges, roads and houses washed away along the                                   
KwaZulu-Natal coast – and the South African Weather Service has                                                                 
sent out another rain warning for this weekend.

• Transnet is working around the clock to restore port operations, the                                                         
state-owned company said yesterday afternoon, amongst them                                                                      
identifying alternatives to Bayhead Road, the notoriously congested                                                          
access road to Durban’s container terminal, which was extensively                                                            
damaged by what the South African Weather Service refers to as                                                               
“inclement weather”.

Chinese truckers caught in a web of quarantine controls
• In China, Covid-19 restrictions leave hundreds of thousands of truck drivers caught in a web of quarantine controls. 

The country relies on its 17.3 million truckers to keep store shelves full while also connecting the nation’s ports with 
its manufacturing hubs.

• The logjam is preventing crucial deliveries from reaching companies, stalling production in key industrial regions, 
with the impact likely to continue rippling across the economy even as cities move to loosen lockdowns.

LA-LB shipper frustration with IPI raises profile of UP-Valor partnership
Logistics provider Valor Victoria is looking to reduce port congestion in Los Angeles–Long Beach by purchasing slots on 
Union Pacific trains and shipping containers to inland hubs such as Salt Lake City.

STB approves CSX acquisition of Pan Am Railways
The US Surface Transportation Board has given its blessing to CSX Transportation’s acquisition of short-line operator Pan 
Am Railways, saying the benefits of the deal outweigh any anti-competitive risks it may carry.
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Shanghai lockdowns have California ports bracing for shipping chaos, supply-chain ‘hiccups’
• If China’s disruptive lockdowns persist, they could fuel global inflation, slow the pace of exports shipped from the 

‘world’s factory’, and weaken demand in the world’s largest consumer market, economists say
• Locking down Shanghai has had a major impact on the world’s largest container port, and shipping lines are 

struggling to adapt

Explosion and Fire Kills One Crewmember in the Philippines
• The Philippine Coast Guard is reporting that one seafarer was killed while nineteen others along with three 

contractors were rescued from a containership that caught fire anchored in the central Philippines on Sunday, April 
17. Three crewmembers, however, were admitted to a local hospital with reports of burns.

• The Philippine-registered vessel General Romulo, 5250 dwt, operated an inter-island container service. Reports 
indicate that the vessel had loaded 2,218 tons of general cargo in Manila. The 25-year-old vessel built in 1998 has a 
capacity of 519 TEU. She departed Manila on April 13 on her normal inter-island run and had arrived off Talisay City, 
Cebu, and was at anchor when the fire began around 9:40 am local time.

Tidal Power is Set for a Commercial Breakthrough in the UK
• Tidal energy has long lurked at the back of the UK’s renewable energy arsenal, outshone by its wind and solar 

counterparts due in part to early issues with technology readiness and high costs.
• Yet with recent research showing it could provide 11 percent of the UK’s electricity needs – and with significant 

government investment in the pipeline for UK projects – its future is looking ever brighter.
• Tides are large movements of water around the Earth, powered by the gravitational pull of the Sun and Moon. In 

areas with particularly strong tides, we can harvest some of this power using turbines – similar to wind turbines, but 
underwater – that turn as water flows past them. This approach is more popular at present than previous ideas of 
using tidal barrages which are similar to dams, mostly because its environmental impacts are less severe.

• The UK’s first “commercial” tidal energy projects, led by developers SIMEC Atlantis and Nova Innovation, both have 
multi-turbine arrays in the water in Scotland. 
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OOCL’s revenues skyrocket amid container volume decline
• Orient Overseas Container Line has reported a significant increase of 71% in its first-quarter revenues, compared to 

2021 Q1, surpassing US$5.1 billion.
• "This record result was achieved despite severe congestion around the network, which drove down liftings by 9.2% 

and loadable capacity by 6.5%," said OOCL in its announcement.
• The overall average revenue per TEU increased by 88.3% compared to the first quarter of last year with the 

container volumes of the COSCO-owned shipping line declined by 9.2% to 1.79 million TEU.

Smaller vessels coming onstream on Transpacific
• In the past year or so, a regular influx of smaller vessels on the Transpacific has been seen. In issue 559 of the 

Sunday Spotlight, we wanted to see if this was indicative of a systemic change or whether it was simply a case of 
“get in while its good”. To do this, we looked at the 25% quartile vessel size on the Transpacific and Asia-Europe 
trade lanes.

• On Asia-North America West Coast (NAWC), we saw a considerable decrease from a pre-Covid baseline of 6,000-
6,500 TEU to just under 4,500 TEU in 2022. Same was the case on Asia-North America East Coast (NAEC), with the 
figure dropping from a 2020 baseline of 7,500-8,000 TEU to just over                                                            
6,000 TEU in 2022. However, to see if this decrease was a result of an                                                       
influx of smaller vessels relative to the number of services and not                                                         
simply a case of there being more services in 2022 than there were in                                                        
2019, we calculated percentages.

• On Asia-Europe there is nothing even close to it as the 25% quartile                                                            
vessel-size on Asia-North Europe is within normal seasonality, while                                                            
on Asia-Mediterranean, the 25% quartile vessel-size is unchanged                                                                
from 2019. We know that niche carriers did launch services on Asia-
Europe, but they were seasonal in nature and hardly had an impact,                                                           
whereas on the Transpacific, we see a systemic influx of smaller vessels.                                                    

Sea-Intelligence
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State of Maryland seeks US$100 million from Evergreen
• Peter Franchot, comptroller of Maryland, has written a letter to Benjamin Tsai, president of Evergreen Shipping Agency 

(America) Corporation, calling on the shipping company to pay US$100 million to cover costs related to Ever Forward 
grounding in the Chesapeake Bay.

• "I am calling on Evergreen to establish an initial $100 million Responsibility Fund now, from which relevant parties can 
begin receiving compensation or reimbursement for the impact this incident has caused," said Franchot in his letter.

• This "responsibility fund" includes reimbursement for labor hours and resources that federal, state, and local agencies 
have directed towards this effort, and potential compensation for watermen and the seafood industry for this 
incident’s impact on their harvest season, according to Franchot.

• In his letter, Franchot wrote, "this incident has caused, and potentially could cause more, environmental damage to 
the Chesapeake Bay. While we do not know the full scope of the environmental impact thus far, a 131,420-ton ship –
carrying tons of cargo and fuel – getting stuck in our waters undoubtedly has resulted in disruptions to the Bay’s fragile 
ecosystem.“

Cargo diverted from Shanghai due to worsening port congestion
• Covid-19 containment measures in Shanghai are causing increasing disruption to supply chains. Shipping and logistics 

firms are warning of diverted cargoes, container congestion and blank sailings. China’s largest city has experienced by 
far its largest outbreak of confirmed cases since the start of the pandemic, prompting strict virus containment 
measures from authorities. A total lockdown was imposed on April 5, and though restrictions are already being relaxed 
slightly, the full impact on trade is still unfolding.

• Maersk issued an advisory this week saying “several vessels will be omitting Shanghai” due to a shortage of available 
container space at the port, particularly for specialist and refrigerated cargoes.  CMA CGM has also recommended that 
cargo owners “anticipate potential issues and identify re-routing options”, again focusing on refrigerated goods. And 
MSC says Shanghai port is experiencing “considerable congestion, resulting in low or, at times, no availability of plugs 
for reefer containers”, which may result in damage to the cargo. “Depending on how long the lockdown continues, the 
lines may need to look at idling ships for a while,” Crane Worldwide Logistics adds.
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Shanghai Unveils Business Restart Plan on Supply Chain Woes
• Shanghai published plans to resume work in the city after weeks of COVID-19 lockdown snarled supply chains and 

dealt a blow to the Chinese economy.
• Businesses should formulate plans for closed-loop management, where workers live on-site and are tested regularly. 

They should also apply for approval to restart production with Covid-control authorities, Shanghai’s Economic and 
Information Technology Commission said in a statement on its WeChat account. The agency did not provide a 
timetable.

• The lockdown in China’s financial hub, now in its third week, has squeezed everything from consumer spending to 
logistics and production. The key to addressing the economic woes is adjusting China’s Covid Zero policy, analysts 
said, as the Chinese central bank takes a cautious approach with monetary easing. Top officials have repeatedly 
warned about risks to growth and the need for more monetary and fiscal stimulus.

North America logistics show improvement, but long-term structural changes expected
Are things improving on shipping and logistics in North America?
• It does look as though truck rates have stabilized following the recently seen escalating rates and even come back 

down to pre-pandemic levels. “For example, pre-pandemic, the cost of a load of produce from Nogales to 
Philadelphia was negotiated between $6,800 and $7,200 per load. During the better part of the pandemic (and as 
recently as February 2022), loads were quoted at upwards of $12,000,” says Kasho Santa Cruz, senior relationship 
manager, Wells Fargo’s Agribusiness, Food & Hospitality, who is based in Nogales, Arizona.

• However, while that’s good news, what remains following months of what many growers and shippers have described 
as a chaotic logistics season, are potential ripple effects. And as these effects get sorted through, there could possibly 
be longer-term structural changes around logistics. “For example, in the shorter term, port disruptions and container 
shortages are still creating shipping delays, and this creates challenges for trucks to and from ports,” says Karol Aure-
Flynn, sector analyst, Wells Fargo’s Food & Agribusiness Industry Advisory group. Aure-Flynn adds that the tree-nut 
sectors, which have approximately 60-70 percent of U.S. product going to export, is reporting strong sales 
commitments. Yet actual shipments are down 10-15 percent year over year.
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MSC increases orderbook with fourteen 7,000 TEU ship commissions
• Swiss-Italian liner company MSC continues to build its fleet going to New Times Shipbuilding of China for fourteen 

7,000 TEU new-buildings. MSC has a policy of not commenting on ship orders, although a contact at New Times 
confirmed the order to Container News. Delivery of the new-buildings, priced at more than US$1.68 billion, is 
expected between 2024 and 2025.

• MSC is a first-time customer at New Times, which is also building four 13,000 TEU ships for Chartworld Shipping 
and seven 7,000 TEU ships for Eastern Pacific Shipping for delivery between 2023 and 2024.

• Ships with a capacity of 7,000 TEU to 8000 TEU are increasingly popular as they can be deployed to mid-haul 
trades, such as the Far East-Persian Gulf, forcing out the 4,000 TEU to 5,000 TEU vessels that are now serving this 
lane.

Russia’s Sunken Warship Is A Warning To All Navies
• The sinking of the Russian Black Sea flagship Moskva on April 14 was the first destruction of a major warship in 

combat since the Falklands war 40 years ago, when both the U.K. and Argentina lost large surface ships in the cold 
waters of the South Atlantic. For the Russians, you would have to go back to World War II to find a comparable loss.

• How will this dramatic event affect the war in Ukraine? And what are the lessons for navies worldwide?
• I have toured Russian ships on several occasions (including in Sevastopol before the Russian invasion), and the 

surface ships produced in the 1970s and 1980s, like the Slava-class Moskva, have several weaknesses in 
construction and manning.

• The most noticeable deficiency is a lack of the sort of combat compartmentation built into U.S. and other Western 
warships. Instead of multiple watertight doors that can be slammed shut when a ship is at general quarters (all 
hands manning their battle stations), Russian ships have little ability to divide up internally — making them far 
more vulnerable to what is called “progressive flooding,” a euphemism for sinking.

• Another key shortcoming, which surprised me, is the lack of a strong corps of mid-grade professionals in the 
Russian navy crews. Called chief petty officers in the U.S. Navy, these are sailors with 10-15 years of seagoing 
experience who lead sailors on the deck. 

Captain
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• COVID spread in China continues 

with city shutdowns, including 
Shenzhen with 17.5m people.

• 358,364 cases have been 
registered in China during the 
current outbreak.

• There is a drastic shortage of truck 
drivers in China because of the 
outbreak – three quarters of 
Chinese goods move in some way 
by road.

• Vessels are being routed past 
Shanghai because of disruptions.

Ukraine
• Ukraine-related supply chain 

issues continue and are expected 
to worsen as sanctions are fully 
implemented

• India has started shipping via 
ocean freight to Russia
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A new recipe for online ordering success
• Restaurants of all sizes are investing in online ordering, whether through food delivery marketplaces or their own 

branded online ordering experience, to reach new customers, build loyalty and diversify their revenue streams.
o 63% of consumers say their usage of third-party party delivery services has increased compared to pre-

pandemic.
o 75% of independent restaurant operators currently offer online ordering via a third-party marketplace.
o 9 out of 10 independent restaurant operators surveyed who use Grubhub agree Grubhub increases the 

volume of takeout and delivery orders, higher than the competitor average.
• Every restaurant operator’s pandemic experience is unique, but one thing is universal: takeout and delivery are 

more important than ever before. Today’s restaurant operators are committed to online ordering. Meeting new 
customers where they are through food delivery marketplaces, your own branded online ordering experience, and 
in many cases both, is another avenue through which you can build loyalty and diversify revenue streams. 

• The new realities of takeout and delivery. The pandemic promoted many restaurant sales and operations changes, 
but according to the restaurants, nothing was as substantial as the increase in delivery and takeout orders due to 
indoor dining restrictions. And while the restaurant industry continues to evolve and adapt to the ‘new normal’, 
takeout and delivery continue to generate a large share of total sales. 

• Top 7 ways independent restaurants enhanced takeout and delivery programs since early 2020
o Increased the number of menu items available for takeout and delivery
o Increased the number of third-party service providers restaurants work with
o Added self-delivery
o Established or enhanced restaurants’ own website for ordering takeout and delivery
o Established or enhanced rewards and loyalty programs for takeout and delivery
o Increased the geographical range where restaurants deliver
o Increased the number of virtual restaurant concepts restaurants operate

• Another change related to the pandemic is that beverages have emerged as an important menu category for 
successful takeout and delivery programs.
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The exodus of young nurses
• The U.S. nursing workforce fell by more than 100,000 in 2021, primarily driven by nurses under age 35 leaving 

hospital-based jobs, according to an analysis published April 13 in Health Affairs.
• Researchers analyzed nursing workforce trends from 1982 to 2021 using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics' Current Population Survey.
• The nursing workforce decreased 1.8 percent between 2019 and 2021, marking the largest drop seen in four 

decades. This decline stemmed primarily from younger nurses leaving the field, researchers found. The number of 
nurses younger than age 35 fell by 4 percent over this time period, compared to a 0.5 percent decline for nurses 
ages 35 to 49 and a 1 percent drop for nurses 50 and older.

• While more data is needed to confirm this trend, researchers said a sustained reduction in the number of younger 
nurses would pose "ominous implications for the future workforce." Nurses typically remain in nursing for their 
entire career, which means a drop in younger nurses would create workforce issues felt over a generation, they 
said. A decline in older nurses who opt to retire early would have a more minor effect. 

• "Significantly larger efforts to support and sustain early career nurses, who have had a trial by fire in their new 
profession, may be needed, along with more effective strategies to reward those who remain at the front lines and 
those who are needed to return," researchers concluded.

Help Nurses End Shifts On Time
• Historically, Oregon Health & Science University Knight Cancer Institute struggled with operational inefficiencies 

that led to long patient wait times, improper utilization of chairs throughout the day, and heavy nursing workloads 
that peaked during the day. This led to unsatisfactory patient experience and short, rushed lunches for the staff.

• By deploying iQueue for Infusion Centers in 7 of their centers, OHSU was quickly able to overcome those pain 
points. Some standout results include:
o 31% decrease in running past scheduled close
o 39% decrease in percent of days over maximum capacity
o 5% decrease in drug wait times
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Why don’t more heart patients get cardiac rehab?
• In medicine, a treatment that saves lives, improves quality of life, saves money and is supported by clear evidence 

should be a slam-dunk. Especially if it treats heart disease — the second-biggest cause of death in Canada.
• So why do fewer than one-quarter of heart patients get cardiac rehab?
• Despite all the attention on COVID-19, heart disease remains one of the biggest health threats. Indeed, many people 

have not taken care of their heart health during the pandemic and are experiencing reduced quality of life because 
of it. 

• Cardiac rehabilitation mitigates this, yet only 10 to 25 per cent of heart patients access it. It helps if patients and 
their loved ones are aware of cardiac rehab and ask their doctor for a referral, but there are established strategies to 
ensure patients access these programs that we desperately need to implement.

• Heart diseases are chronic and without cure, so they often result in further cardiac events such as readmission to 
the hospital or needing a stent — a tiny tube put in a vessel in your heart muscle to keep it open so oxygen and 
nutrient-rich blood can flow to it. But the chances of this can be drastically lowered with the low-cost, 
comprehensive cardiac rehab approach.

• Cardiac rehab is an outpatient chronic disease management program, offering patients hour-long sessions about 
twice per week over several months. Programs offer structured exercise, patient education, as well as lifestyle (such 
as diet, tobacco use, medication adherence) and psychosocial (things like depression, anxiety, sleep, stress, sex, as 
applicable) counselling. Think of it as one-stop shopping for all the proven recommendations to lower your heart 
disease risk, delivered in a coordinated way with your acute care physicians and primary care provider over time. We 
are the middle link in a chain that supports patients to thrive.

• Cardiac rehabilitation is “not just broccoli and running shoes” as our medical director likes to say; participation 
reduces death and hospitalization by more than 20 per cent and improves well-being and supports return to desired 
life roles. Yet few heart patients receive it, while other heart care recommendations like medication are 
implemented over 80 per cent of the time.

• In Canada health-care providers cannot directly bill government health-care systems for cardiac rehabilitation like 
they can for a stent or a cardiologist visit, despite all the clinical recommendations for patients to get rehab. 
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Rite Aid Squarely Focused on Pharmacy Business
• During its April 14 earnings call, Rite Aid Corp. revealed that its growth strategy is focused on the business of 

pharmacy.
• “One in seven Americans live more than 5 miles from the nearest pharmacy,” said Heyward Donigan, president and 

CEO. “Twenty-nine percent of Americans failed to take their medications as prescribed, because of the cost. And 
underutilization of medications drives $500 billion-plus a year in avoidable medical costs. We believe that 
supporting these unmet needs presents tremendous opportunity for us, and the price of entry for us is very low.”

Oxfam accuses IMF of double standards as malnutrition crisis escalates
• British-founded charity Oxfam is calling on the International Monetary Fund to abandon austerity demands, as the 

crisis surrounding the cost-of-living fuels hunger and poverty worldwide. 
• The call comes as the latest UNICEF report on the nutrition situation in the West and Central Africa region estimates 

that 6.3 million children aged between six to 59 months in the Sahel region will suffer from wasting. 
• “The situation is deteriorating in a complex environment and urgent actions are required to mitigate a plausible fast 

and serious degradation of the nutritional situation during the 2022 lean season,” the report underscores. 
• “When compared to previous years, the number of expected global acute malnutrition cases has never been so high, 

showing an increase of 27% as compared to 2021 estimates and a 62% increase as compared to 2018, reaching for 
the fifth year in a row a record high level.” 

US Dietary Guidelines seek public participation with emphasis on weight management
• The next Dietary Guidelines for Americans for 2025-2030 are underway with a new emphasis on ultra-processed 

foods and food-based strategies to help prevent or manage overweight and obesity. 
• This guidance, released every five years, sets the standards for nutrition in the US, with far-reaching implications for 

governmental food programs, meals served in federal institutions and communities outside of the government.
• The US Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) are seeking public comment on 

scientific questions to be addressed in the guidelines. The commenting window is now open and lasts until May 16.
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Decentralized Cybersecurity
• Many modern IT organizations are stuck in a very old way of thinking: That cybersecurity happens at the 

organizational level only. But modern cybersecurity needs to happen both at the organization level and at the 
endpoint level: Where the users are, where each system is, and wherever every device happens to be.

• We are no longer protecting whole departments or an entire company with a single protocol or firewall. We’re 
fashioning a security life preserver for each person (and endpoint). Instead of a moat around the castle, every 
user has their own modern, light-weight shield that is always deployed.

• In a way, decentralized cybersecurity is a part of the movement for greater personalization across all digital 
properties. But more than that, it’s about having cybersecurity activated where the user is—which is increasingly 
not on any business network we know of.

• The way IT has evolved has always meant a completely separate IT organization that defines all digital company 
assets, then catalogs and maintains them. Everything from buying and building computers to signing off on 
software to be used by employees.

Russian State-Sponsored and Criminal Cyber Threats to Critical Infrastructure
• The cybersecurity authorities of the United States, Australia, Canada, New              Zealand, and the United 

Kingdom have released a joint Cybersecurity Advisory (CSA) to warn organizations that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine could expose organizations both within and beyond the region to increased malicious cyber activity from 
Russian state-sponsored cyber actors or Russian-aligned cybercrime groups.

• Joint CSA: Russian State-Sponsored and Criminal Cyber Threats to Critical Infrastructure, drafted with 
contributions from industry members of the Joint Cyber Defense Collaborative, provides an overview of Russian 
state-sponsored advanced persistent threat groups, Russian-aligned cyber threat groups, and Russian-aligned 
cybercrime groups to help the cybersecurity community protect against possible cyber threats.

• U.S., Australian, Canadian, New Zealand, and UK cybersecurity authorities urge critical infrastructure network 
defenders to prepare for and mitigate potential cyber threats by hardening their cyber defenses as recommended 
in the [joint CSA].



“Logic gets you from A to B, Innovation gets you everywhere”  Einstein

Alternative Energy Update 32

Mitsubishi and MOL Design Versatile Vessel to Carry Ammonia and LCO2
• Japan’s Mitsubishi Shipbuilding is the latest in a series of shipbuilders and design groups to complete conceptual 

designs for a vessel to capture a portion of the emerging markets for new forms of gas transport. The                        
Japanese shipbuilder reports that it has a concept to combine two of the potentially most lucrative                          
emerging specialized markets in the near future for the transport of ammonia and liquified CO2.

• Requiring specialized means of transport and unique designs to address the challenges,                                       
ammonia and LCO2 are seen as having the potential to be two of the strongest                                                 
markets emerging in the next few years. Ammonia as a means of transporting                                                   
hydrogen is seen as an emerging stably source of clean energy but                                                            
requires unique handling to address safety and its highly corrosive                                                          properties. At 
the same time, CO2 capture, storage, and reuse is attracting                                                                 attention in the 
decarbonization lifecycle. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries                                                                    estimates that the 
transportation volume of CO2 due to CCUS will amount to                                                 between 4.3 to 13.0 billion 
tonnes annually by 2050.

• Working with Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, the companies conducted extensive studies seeking to provide the basis for a type 
of vessel with the potential to become mainstream in the LCO2 carrier market. Their concept seeks to combine LCO2 
transport and ammonia to provide flexibility meeting the projected increase in demand for transporting the two 
products and enhancing the economics for building and operating the vessel.

• The companies highlight that those carriers tailored to the specific requirements of unique products such as 
ammonia or LCO2 normally run empty on their return voyage. Their conceptual design is for a vessel capable of 
transporting either ammonia and LCO2. Developed through this study, the design calls for carrying ammonia on the 
outward journey and LCO2 on the return trip. As such, a ship able to handle both substances the companies believe 
will increase operational efficiency and contribute to enhanced transport efficiency overall.

• Based on the potential for these value chains, Mitsubishi reports it will continue to develop various types of ships 
based on this design in order to respond flexibly to customer needs. The company looks to develop and 
commercialize LCO2 carriers supporting the development of the CCUS value chain. 
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Netherlands Invests $55M to Expand Battery-Powered Inland Shipping
• The government of the Netherlands is making a significant investment to accelerate the decarbonization of inland 

shipping. The Ministries of Economic Affairs & Climate Change and Finance are committing $55 million for a 
rechargeable battery system launched last year for inland shipping in the Netherlands. The goal is to support the 
development to reach critical mass within the shipping industry.

• As part of its overall decarbonization plan for the country, the Netherlands committed itself to reduce CO2 emissions 
from the Dutch inland shipping fleet by between 40 and 50 percent in 2030 compared to 2015. However, to achieve 
this goal it is estimated that a minimum of 150 vessels will have to operate with zero emissions by 2030.

HJ Shipbuilding wins approval for LNG-fuelled Neo-Panamax boxships
• HJ Shipbuilding & Construction (formerly Hanjin Heavy Industries & Construction) has come up with designs for LNG-

fuelled 7,700 TEU ships and has obtained in principle approval from Lloyd's Register.
• The shipyard has won orders for 5,500 TEU ships from German tonnage provider MPC Container Ships and wants to 

attract orders for Neo-Panamaxes.
• The ship is 272m long and has a maximum speed of 22 knots and has a 6,000 ㎥ GTT Mark III LNG tank.
• HJ Shipbuilding said, "With this basic design approval, we have secured high-efficiency, eco-friendly shipbuilding 

technology that can meet the IMO’s environmental regulations and respond to the rapidly changing market by 
meeting the various needs of ship owners."

• “As carbon neutrality becomes a hot topic in the shipping and shipbuilding industries, the demand for alternative 
marine fuels such as methanol, ammonia, and hydrogen will increase in the medium and long term.“

MOL aims to have 110 zero-emission ships by 2035
As part of the company’s target to promote wide adoption of clean energy, the                                                
Japanese carrier also intends to deploy 90 liquefied natural gas- (LNG) powered                                                 
vessels by 2030, excluding LNG carriers, MOL’s latest sustainability plan shows.                                             
To achieve the decarbonization targets, the company will promote the development of relevant technology.
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Best for casinos and nightlife: 
Bellagio, Las Vegas

Best for old world luxury: 
Hotel de Paris in Monte Carlo, Monaco

Best for gastronomy: 
Burj Al Arab Jumeirah, Dubai

Best for a trip back in time: 
Lucknam Park near Bath, England

Best for all-round glamour: Raffles Hotel, Singapore

Best for a sunshine getaway: 
Mardan Palace, Turkey

Best for paradise beaches: 
Shangri-La Le Touessrok, Mauritius

Best for wildlife: Sabi Sands in the 
Kruger National Park, South Africa

Best for boutique luxury: Hotel Bel-Air, LA

Best for fun lovers: The Palace 
of the Lost City, Sun City, South 

Africa
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