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Conflict Update # 111 

July 5th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian Security Council Secretary 
Nikolai Patrushev restated Russian 

President Putin’s initial objectives for 

operations in Ukraine, suggesting that the 

Kremlin retains maximalist objectives 

including regime change and territorial 

expansion far beyond the Donbas. 

Russian forces continued offensive 
operations northwest and east of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are attempting to 

advance west of the Lysychansk area toward 

Siversk. 

Russian forces are likely attempting to 

gain access to village roads southeast of 

Bakhmut in order to advance on the city 

from the south. 

Ukrainian forces conducted a limited 

counterattack southwest of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces continued limited and 

unsuccessful assaults in northern Kharkiv 

Oblast. 

Russian authorities are conducting 
escalated conscription measures in 

occupied territories to compensate for 

continuing manpower losses. 

Russian authorities are continuing to 

consolidate administrative control of occupied areas of Ukraine, likely to set conditions for the direct annexation of these 

territories to the Russian Federation. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk -Russian forces continued offensive operations 

to the northwest and east of Slovyansk on July 5. Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanuk stated 

that elements of the Russian 8th and 58th Combined Arms Armies, mobilization reserve of the 1st and 2nd Army Corps 

(forces of the Donetsk and Luhansk Peoples’ Republics), and elements of the 2nd Guards Tank Army, 41st Combined Arms 
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Army, 90th Tank Division, 68th Army Corps, and Airborne Forces (VDV) are currently active in the Donbas and likely 

participating in efforts to advance on Slovyansk.  

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

attacks on Dolyna and Krasnopillya, 

both along the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast 

border northwest of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces conducted continued 

artillery strikes against Ukrainian 

positions southeast of Izyum along the 

E40 highway and fired on Dibrove, 

Dolyna, Adamivka, Bohorodychne, and 

Mazanivka. Russian forces also fired on 

Kryva Luka, about 20km east of 

Slovyansk, in order to continue to set 

conditions for advances on Slovyansk 

from the southwest of Lyman. 

Slovyansk Mayor Vadym Lyakh 

reported that Russian forces 

conducted an artillery strike directly on 

Slovyansk and indicated that artillery 

strikes on the city have recently 

intensified. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

push west from Lysychansk and the 

Luhansk Oblast border towards Siversk 

on July 5. The Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) stated that Russian forces 

conducted an airstrike near Siversk 

and fired on civilian infrastructure in 

Serebryanka—a settlement 5 km 

northeast of Siversk directly along the 

Luhansk-Donetsk Oblast border. 

Russian sources also reported that 

Russian troops have begun demining 

and clearing Severodonetsk and 

Lysychansk to expand their control and 

administrative presence of the area 

and continue to use it as a base for 

future offensives to the west. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations southeast of Bakhmut on 

July 5. Russian forces conducted ground assaults on Novoluhanske (about 25 km southeast of Bakhmut) and Vershyna 

(about 10km southeast of Bakhmut) and shelled Ukrainian positions between Novoluhanske and Bakhmut in the areas 

of Kodema and Zaitseve. The continued targeting of Ukrainian positions southeast of Bakhmut indicates that Russian 

forces likely seek to gain access to village roads between Novoluhanske and Bakmut that lead to the T0513 highway, 
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which runs northwards directly into Bakhmut. Opening that route along with the E40 highway would allow them to 

advance on Bakhmut along two converging axes. 

Ukrainian forces conducted a limited counterattack southwest of Donetsk City on July 5. Ukrainian and Russian sources 

reported that Ukrainian troops regained control of Solodke, about 30 km southwest of Donetsk City. Russian forces also 

continued to fire at Ukrainian positions along the line of contact in the Donetsk City-Avdiivka area. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern 

Axis - Russian forces prioritized 

holding defensive lines and repelling 

Ukrainian counteroffensives along 

the Southern Axis on July 5. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command 

reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled a Russian platoon-level 

attack near Lozove (southwest of 

Davydiv Brid in Kherson Oblast), 

which indicates that Ukrainian forces 

likely either reestablished a 

bridgehead at Lozove at an 

unspecified previous date or have 

consistently maintained the one they 

established in early June.  

This report is the first mention by 

Ukrainian officials of control of 

terrain on the left bank of the 

Inhulets River near Davydiv Brid since 

the UGS reported a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive near Sukhyi Stavok 

on June 5. Russian Telegram channel 

Rybar claimed on July 4 that Russian 

forces repelled Ukrainian assaults on 

the Snuhurivka-Lozove-Bila 

Krynytsya lines along the Inhulets 

River. While exact control of terrain 

around Lozove and Davydiv Brid 

remains unclear, Ukrainian forces 

likely did seize some territory in this 

area. NASA’s Fire Information for 

Resource Management System 

(FIRMS) remotely sensed data showed fires near south and east of Lozove on July 5, consistent with the Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command’s report. Russian forces continued targeting Ukrainian military infrastructure behind the 

front line across the Southern Axis on July 5. 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Russian forces are reinforcing unspecified positions along the 

Southern Axis with unspecified units from Khabarovsk Krai. The report likely refers to the Russian 57th and/or 64th 

Separate Motorized Rifle Brigades (MRBs) (subordinate to the 5th and 35th Combined Arms Armies, respectively) based 
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in Khabarovsk Krai. The 57th MRB reportedly operated around Severodonetsk, Luhansk Oblast in mid-April, and the 64th 

MRB participated in the Battle of Kyiv and likely participated in the war crimes in Bucha.  

Mobilization and force generation efforts - Russian authorities continued to escalate conscription measures in 

order to support force generation efforts. Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk stated that 

Russian forces have intensified conscription practices to provide more manpower for the 2nd Army Corps (forces of the 

Luhansk People’s Republic), which likely suffered considerable losses during protracted operations for control of 

Lysychansk and Severodonetsk. The Ukrainian Resistance Center also stated that Russian authorities are preparing for 

conscription in Berdyansk by ordering building managers to provide lists of conscription-aged residents. Russian 

authorities will likely continue to set conditions for conscription in occupied territories to renew combat capabilities. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian authorities continued efforts to strengthen administrative and 

economic control of occupied areas of Ukraine on July 5. The Ukrainian Resistance Center claimed that Ukrainian 

partisans discovered a network of pro-Russian collaborators in occupied Kherson Oblast on July 5. The report indicated 

that this network of collaborators informs occupation forces about Ukrainian activities, which suggests that Russian 

authorities are continuing to leverage pro-Russian sentiment to extend control over occupied areas.  

However, the Ukrainian Resistance Center also claimed that Russian authorities have failed to find enough collaborators 

to form an occupation government in Kherson Oblast and are therefore installing officials directly from Russia. This claim 

is consistent with previous reports that proxy leadership in the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) has imported several 

Russian public administration officials to the DNR government to shape its policies under a Russian framework.  

Despite the number of Ukrainian collaborators in Kherson Oblast, Russian occupation authorities likely prefer Russian 

officials in administrative roles to align occupied areas with the Russian system on an administrative level. This 

phenomenon may indicate that the Russians are preparing to annex the occupied territories directly to the Russian 

Federation rather than establishing one or more independent statelets. 

Occupation authorities are continuing measures to integrate Ukrainian economic assets into the Russian trade economy. 

The Russian-backed head of the Zaporizhia occupation administration, Yevheny Balytskyi, stated that occupation 

authorities in Zaporizhia Oblast have agreed to export Ukrainian grain to Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Iraq. Balytskyi claimed 

that the administration will export over 150,000 tons of grain to Iran alone. Both ISW and the Critical Threats Project 

have sought, but not found, confirmation of these reports from Iran, Iraq, or Saudi Arabia. 

Russian authorities continued to consolidate control of Ukrainian energy assets. The Ukrainian Resistance Center 

reported on July 5 that Russian authorities intend to restaff the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) with Russian 

employees, likely mostly from Rosenergoatom. The Ukrainian Resistance Center claimed that Russian authorities intend 

to disconnect the NPP from the Ukrainian power grid by the end of September, which indicates that Russian authorities 

intend to fully divert Ukrainian energy to the Russian Federation. 

HIMARS Wreaking Havoc - Increasingly more videos are popping up showing the Ukrainian military using the HIMARS 

weapon system to accurately strike Russian positions, both close to the frontline and miles behind it. 

“In terms of the use of the HIMARS, you’re exactly right. The system has just recently been introduced, so the Ukrainians 

are still very much in the early days of operating this system, but what I can tell you is because it is such a precise, longer 

range system, the Ukrainians are able to carefully select targets that will undermine, you know, the effort by Russia in a 

more systematic way, certainly more than they would be able to do with the shorter range artillery systems,” a U.S. 

defense official said last week. 

In a sense, the HIMARS has freed the Ukrainians from really taking the fight to the Russians. Before the introduction of 

the weapon system, Russian ammunition depots, command and control centers, and other military targets of interest 
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that were located within occupied Ukrainian territory and close or inside urban centers were pretty much out of the 

question for the Ukrainians. In sharp contrast to the Russian tactics, the Ukrainian military tries to avoid launching strikes 

that could result in collateral damage and kill or wound civilians. They are, after all, fighting on their behalf, not against 

them. But the accuracy of the HIMARS has enabled the Ukrainian military to revisit targets that were once out of the 

question because of the potential for unwanted collateral casualties. 

“So what you see is the Ukrainians are actually systematically selecting targets and then accurately hitting them thus 

providing this, you know, precise method of degrading Russian capability. And I see them being able to continue to use 

this, you know, throughout Donbas,” the U.S. defense official added. 

In the last week, Ukraine has destroyed a number of Russian arms depots and storage sites. 

Ukrainian Artillery Destroy Russian Anti-Aircraft System Worth $15M - Ukrainian artillery destroyed a Russian 

anti-aircraft system worth $15 million. 

Ukrainian military officials said Saturday its artillerymen destroyed a Russian Pantsir-1S missile system, shown in released 

images. The system entered service in the Russian military in 2012 and is designed to protect a limited area against enemy 

aircraft. 

Russia is having to pass new laws to try to keep up its ammo supplies, according to Reuters, which is tracking 

a new parliamentary vote in the lower chamber, known as the Duma, on Tuesday. The two new laws will free up the 

Kremlin to "compel businesses to supply the military with goods and make their employees work overtime."  

Some manufacturers and mechanical repair companies are refusing to produce munitions or repair damaged military 

vehicles as they have not been paid for work previously done under Russian government contracts. 

As Russia declares victory in Luhansk, Ukraine captures tanks and regains territory in neighboring region 

With a few strokes of his paintbrush, the Ukrainian tank commander erased the Kremlin's pro-war letter "Z" on the side 

of the Russian T-80 tank and rebranded it as the newest addition to Ukraine's fleet of armored vehicles. 

"We will hit [the Russians] with their own tank," said Cmdr. Oleksander Harmatko, appearing pleased as he put the 

finishing touches on the repurposed combat vehicle, which only days earlier had been firing at his own troops, near the 

Russian-held city of Izyum. "This tank came to the front to 'work over' our positions," Harmatko told CBC News. "But our 

infantry shut it down." 

Ukrainian officials won't discuss the number of men or the amount of equipment they have facing Russian forces at the 

front in eastern Ukraine. But they confirmed that this platoon of the 93 Mechanized Brigade operating near Izyum, which 

is in Kharkiv oblast, has captured three such Russian tanks of late and quickly put them back into service. 

Ukrainian soldiers interviewed by CBC at their front-line positions say Russia's triumphs in the Luhansk region have 

obscured hard-won military successes elsewhere — including in the neighboring Izyum region. 

In April and May, Russian troops drove hard through the rolling countryside to try to capture the nearby city of Slovyansk, 

with the aim of encircling a large part of Ukraine's army. But soldiers from the 93rd Mechanized Brigade stopped the 

Russian advance — and since then, Ukrainian forces have been slowly regaining lost territory. 

"Gradually, we are pulling forward," said Sgt. Iryna Rybakova. "Almost every week our battalions are going forward a few 

kilometres." 

High cost of Russian gains in Ukraine may limit new advance - After more than four months of ferocious fighting, 

Russia claimed a key victory: full control over one of the two provinces in Ukraine’s eastern industrial heartland. 
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But Moscow’s seizure of the last major stronghold of Ukrainian resistance in Luhansk province came at a steep price. The 

critical question now is whether Russia can muster enough strength for a new offensive to complete its capture of the 

Donbas and make gains elsewhere in Ukraine. 

“Yes, the Russians have seized the Luhansk region, but at what price?” asked Oleh Zhdanov, a military analyst in Ukraine, 

noting that some Russian units involved in the battle lost up to a half their soldiers. 

Even President Vladimir Putin acknowledged Monday that Russian troops involved in action in Luhansk need to “take 

some rest and beef up their combat capability.” 

That raises doubts about whether Moscow’s forces and their separatist allies are ready to quickly thrust deeper into 

Donetsk, the other province that makes up the Donbas. Observers estimated in recent weeks that Russia controlled about 

half of Donetsk, and battle lines have changed little since then. 

Exhausting the Russians has long been part of the plan for the Ukrainians, who began the conflict outgunned — but hoped 

Western weapons could eventually tip the scales in their favor. 

They are already effectively using heavy howitzers and advanced rocket systems sent by the U.S. and other Western 

allies, and more is on the way. But Ukrainian forces have said they remain badly outmatched. 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Hanna Malyar said recently that Russian forces were firing 10 times more ammunition than 

the Ukrainian military. 

The US and NATO have recognized the disparity in the Donbas theater of war and are rapidly stepping up supply of long-

range artillery and munitions.  

If Russia wins in the Donbas, it could build on its seizure of the southern Kherson region and part of neighboring 

Zaporizhzhia to try to eventually cut Ukraine off from its Black Sea coast all the way to the Romanian border. If that 

succeeded, it would deal a crushing blow to the Ukrainian economy and also create a corridor to Moldova’s separatist 

region of Transnistria that hosts a Russian military base. 

But that is far from assured. Mykola Sunhurovsky, of the Razumkov Center, a Kyiv-based think tank, predicted that 

growing supplies of heavy Western weapons, including HIMARS multiple rocket launchers, will help Ukraine turn the tide 

of the war. 

“The supplies of weapons will allow Ukraine to start a counteroffensive in the south and fight for Kherson and other 

cities,” Sunhurovsky said. 

Russian Occupiers Now Recruiting ‘Volunteers’ Among Ukrainian Population To Fight Kyiv - In yet another 

sign of the Russian command’s efforts to make up for losses in the war in Ukraine, Russian military commissariats are 

recruiting “volunteers” to fight against Kyiv, volunteers who experience has shown the Russian army is far more likely to 

use as cannon fodder than its own. But only a few more than 200 men have signed up, an indication that this effort is 

hardly a great success. 

Impacts 

Russia has 1,752 CVD (cardiovascular diseases) deaths per 100,000 people per year - In Russia, CVD is a 

major health concern, with 57% of all deaths in the country being a result of CVD. The standard mortality rate due to CVD 

in Russia is also the highest among all of the developed nations of the world. One might also notice large fluctuations in 

the mortality rates in Russia corresponding to major political, social, and economic changes in the country. This could 

lead to the inference that one of the risk factors for an increase in morbidity in Russia could be a result of psychosocial 
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stresses, created due to the unstable situations prevailing in the country and its international affairs. Another reason for 

the deteriorating health of Russians in the past had been the reduction of health expenditures by the government during 

times of economic recession. There is also a huge regional difference in the death rates due to CVD in Russia, with the 

maximum number of such deaths taking place in the Northwest region of the country, and the lowest such mortality 

being recorded in the Southern Federal District (according to 2009 statistics). Psychosocial factors, alcohol intake, tobacco 

smoking, unhealthy eating habits, hypertension, physical inactivity, obesity and dyslipidemy are considered to be the 

leading risk factors for Cardiovascular Disease in Russia. 

Highest Rates of Alcohol Use Disorder/Alcoholism (males): - Russia has the highest rate of alcohol use disorder 

and of alcoholism amongst males in the world at 36.9%. 

Parents of Russian Conscripts Fear Their Sons Will Be Pressured Into Joining The War In Ukraine - Five 

months into Russia's war on Ukraine, the Kremlin still hasn’t declared war and decreed a general mobilization to draft 

troops for its invasion, but there are growing reports that it is enticing and pressuring men of fighting age to join, as well 

as leaning on younger conscripts to sign contracts so they can deploy to the front. 

In Bashkortostan -- a Russian republic located some 1,300 kilometers east of Moscow -- many parents of conscripts have 

launched appeals to the local military prosecutor's office over complaints that their sons were illegally detained at the 

conscription office and were told that they would be sent to Rostov, a Russian region that borders eastern Ukraine. 

According to four different families who spoke to RFE/RL’s Tatar-Bashkir Service, conscription offices in the region have 

proceeded quickly and cut corners in the recruitment process and also taken the unexpected steps of sending the 

Bashkortostan conscripts to units in Rostov, instead of to areas nearer to home and away from the front lines, as had 

been previously stated. 

“My son was taken into the army all of the sudden, not even allowing him to finish his law diploma,” Alla Papusova, the 

mother of Dmitry Malyshev, who was drafted in Russia’s current conscription cycle, told RFE/RL. “They said that on the 

morning of July 3 that he would be sent to the Rostov region, although initially they said that [the conscripts] would be 

sent to serve in the Chelyabinsk region,” in south-central Russia near the border with Kazakhstan. 

Along with Dmitry Malyshev’s parents, other families 

from across Bashkortostan have appealed to the 

military prosecutor’s office in Ufa, the provincial 

capital, to request an intervention about the 

situation of their sons. Many of the conscripts are 

also university students and should be allowed to 

defer military service until their studies are 

completed. 

As Russian casualties have risen, Moscow has turned 

increasingly to professional and contract soldiers, as 

well as those from private security and military companies, to replenish its ranks. Russian recruiting offices have been 

intensifying their efforts of late to reactivate reservists and attract new soldiers, as well as reportedly leaning on 

conscripts to sign contracts to deploy to Ukraine as professional soldiers, despite receiving minimal training. 

Of note here is, once again, the Kremlin is approaching far-flung areas of Russia to recruit to replenish its ranks. It doesn’t 

want to do so in the Moscow area for fear of alerting the general population as to what it is trying to accomplish to bolster 

military ranks after losing so many young conscripts. 
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US races to stop oil catastrophe - The headlines from a gathering of the Group of 7 world leaders last week focused 

on diplomacy around the Russia-Ukraine war. But the summit could have massive consequences for the world economy. 

• The US administration advanced a novel strategy to allow Russian oil to trade with its price capped, something 

officials view as essential to preventing a catastrophic price surge. 

Why it matters: The world economy is exceptionally fragile right now, and a new oil spike would amount to a global crisis. 

The G7 is seeking to prevent that from happening, while also keeping financial pressure on Putin. 

• But there is much high-stakes diplomacy and legal work ahead to execute the strategy. And depending on how 

Russia reacts, the strategy could backfire. 

State of play: Even as oil prices cratered amid fears of recession, the U.S. and its allies face a dilemma. They want to cut 

off Russia's ability to profit from selling crude oil. But spiking prices mean that Moscow can reap windfall profits by selling 

to countries willing to ignore sanctions. 

• The novel approach developed by the US, and embraced in principle by G7 leaders, is to use Western dominance 

of financial services as a source of leverage. 

• The idea is that financing and insurance to ship Russian crude oil will only be legal if the oil is sold at a level that 

is only slightly profitable for Russia. 

The upshot: If it works, Russian oil can remain on the world market and prevent prices from skyrocketing further, but 

without excessively enriching Russia. 

• That would be a remarkable diplomatic achievement for the Biden administration, and help the world avert a 

possible economic crisis that would likely result from $200 per barrel oil (Brent crude oil, used in Europe, is 

trading at $107 today). 

• Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has told her global counterparts that this strategy is the best option to avoid a 

worldwide recession, sources tell Axios. If successful, the strategy would amount to a signature achievement of 

her time in the role. 

US Chips Are Paving China’s Path to AI Superiority and There’s No Easy Fix - Chips designed by U.S. companies 

are helping China work toward its goal of becoming the world leader in artificial intelligence by 2030, according to a new 

report out this week from the Center for Security in Emerging Technology, or CSET. But fixing that isn’t as simple as just 

passing new controls.  

Some 97 public records of Chinese military purchases of AI chips show that “nearly all of them were designed by Nvidia, 

Xilinx (now AMD), Intel, or Microsemi”—all U.S. companies, the researchers wrote. “By comparison, we could not find 

any public records of [Chinese military] units or state-owned defense enterprises placing orders for high-end AI chips 

designed by Chinese companies, such as HiSilicon (Huawei), Sugon, Sunway, Hygon, or Phytium.” 

Moreover, those U-S-designed chips are largely manufactured in bulk by Asian companies such as Samsung in South 

Korea and the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company in Taiwan—the self-governing island that U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command leaders say could be invaded by China in the next five years. 

Graphics processor units, or GPUs, designed by Nvidia are the international market leader in chips to run complex artificial 

intelligence applications. While the Chinese government has spent heavily to develop its own chips, the report says, “High 

barriers to entry, including a reliance on intrinsic knowledge and highly specialized equipment, have so far prevented 

Chinese companies from catching up.” 
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 In 2020, the Trump administration imposed restrictions to keep U.S. chip designs out of China; the Biden administration 

has maintained those controls. But that hasn’t stopped the Chinese military from obtaining chips through a variety of 

avenues, including purchases by Chinese intermediaries and, in some cases, by setting up dummy corporations. 

To curb the problem, the U.S. government could look at more controls but without a ramp up in the government’s 

enforcement and investigation 

capabilities, new controls by 

themselves likely won’t achieve 

their desired effect. “Chips 

themselves are hard to track. 

Although they are technically 

sophisticated, physical inputs to 

AI development, chips in transit 

do not carry an easily observable 

signature,” the authors write. 

Instead, they say, the Commerce 

Department should work with 

industry to better identify what 

chips might be most relevant to 

the Chinese military’s AI goals and 

“coordinate with partners to 

screen intended end-users and 

prevent their export.” And the U.S. intelligence community should bulk up its analysis of open source intelligence on 

Chinese chip contracts. The CSET researchers “identified seven Chinese military vendors which are not listed in U.S. end-

user export control regimes. There is room for open-source analysis to address other security challenges.” 

Taiwanese manufacturers are also pressing the United States for subsidies to speed the process of building new 

manufacturing facilities in the United States. 

In January 2021, Congress passed the CHIPS Act–as part of the FY 2021 National Defense Authorization Act–to secure 

almost $52 billion to incentive the develop of chip manufacturing in the United States. But chip makers have complained 

that the funds aren’t moving fast enough. 

The back side of this is Taiwan, and China’s increasing pursuit of a resolution to this dilemma. Without constant upgrading 

of technical development - Moore's law (the observation that the number of transistors in a dense integrated circuit (IC) 

doubles about every two years) – China will continue to fall further and further behind the US in this strategic arena of 

development. Not only for domestic and industrial use, but vital for military and defense purposes. 

A primary reason for China to settle its “Taiwan” challenge because two thirds of global chip manufacture occurs on the 

island. China is keenly aware hereof and needs to maintain production on the island for as long as possible, at least until 

it can gain access to the technology, currently unavailable to them with US sanctions affecting any US technology or any 

microchips manufactured with US manufacturing equipment. 

NATO 

NATO Goes North - Instead, NATO is now set to grow bigger, with Sweden and Finland -- which shares a long border 

and a long history with Russia -- formally invited into the alliance on June 30 at a summit in Madrid. They may be members 

by the end of the year. 
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Also, a rapid reaction force that now numbers 40,000 troops – many of them now located near Russia’s border -- will 

expand to 300,000. And while in 2010 Moscow and NATO stated that neither posed a threat to the other, at this summit 

the alliance declared Russia the "most significant and direct threat” to the peace and security of NATO members. 

The momentous NATO meeting came a week after the European Union made Ukraine and Moldova candidates for EU 

membership. 

At least publicly, Putin has shrugged off the EU move. And analysts say he may not be too concerned about Sweden and 

Finland joining NATO, in part because he will harness it to bolster one of the chief narratives that he uses to maintain 

support at home -- the notion that Russia is under a growing threat from the West, which is determined to weaken and 

even destroy it. 

NATO Launches Ratification Process For Swedish, Finnish Membership - The 30 NATO allies have signed off 

on the accession protocols for Sweden and Finland, sending the membership bids of the two countries to the alliance 

capitals for legislative approval, in a historic step brought on by Russia's unprovoked war in Ukraine. 

Sanctions 

Britain To Slap New Sanctions On Belarus For Aiding Russia's Invasion Of Ukraine - The British governments 

says it will introduce a new round of economic, trade, and transport sanctions on Belarus and the regime of authoritarian 

ruler Alyaksandr Lukashenka. 

In a statement on July 4, the British Foreign Office said the package of sanctions "extends some of the significant measures 

made against Russia to Belarus." It said the new sanctions will be formally announced and take effect on July 5. 

Iran, Russia, Turkey Considering Plan To Jointly Manufacture Automobiles - Industry officials from Iran, 

Russia, and Turkey are considering a joint program to design and manufacture automobiles in view of disruptions caused 

by Western sanctions, Iranian state media reported. 

"There is a great possibility of tripartite cooperation between car manufacturers and suppliers of the three countries," 

said Mohammadreza Najafi-Manesh, the head of Iran's Auto Parts Manufacturers Association, according to the IRNA 

news agency. 

EU to sign hydrogen deal with Namibia to offset reliance on Russian energy - The European Union is planning 

to sign a deal with Namibia to support the country's 'green' 

hydrogen sector and boost European imports of the fuel as the 

bloc works to reduce its dependence on Russian energy. 

 Under the plan, the European Union will sign a memorandum of 

understanding with Namibia on hydrogen and minerals at the UN 

Climate Conference due to take place in Egypt in November. 

The director-general of Namibia's National Planning Commission, 

Obeth Kandjoze, has reported that work is underway for a deal on 

'green' hydrogen, but did not comment on minerals. 

Namibia, one of the world's driest and least densely populated 

countries, is trying to harness its vast potential for solar and wind 

energy to produce 'green' hydrogen. The area of interest lies to 

the south of the country, pictured above. 
South 
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Moscow will have to choose either butter or guns as economic sanctions hit home – Sanctions are already 

hitting Vladimir Putin and his accomplices hard and their effects on the Russian economy will increase over time. 

Some may ask, do these sanctions really have an impact on the Russian economy? The simple answer is, yes.  

Although Russia exports a lot of raw materials, it also has no choice but to import many high value-added products that 

it does not manufacture. For all advanced technologies, it is 45% dependent on Europe and 21% on the United States, 

compared with only 11% on China.  

In the military field, which is crucial in the context of the war in Ukraine, the sanctions limit Russia’s capacity to produce 

precision missiles such as the Iskander or the Kh-101.  

Almost all foreign car manufacturers have also decided to withdraw from Russia and the few cars produced by Russian 

manufacturers will be sold without airbags or automatic transmission.  

The oil industry is suffering not only from the departure of foreign operators, but also from the difficulty of accessing 

advanced technologies such as horizontal drilling.  

The ability of Russian industry to bring new wells on stream is likely to be limited.  

Finally, in order to maintain air traffic, Russia will have to withdraw a majority of its aircraft from circulation to recover 

the spare parts needed to allow the others to fly. Added to this, there is also the loss of access to financial markets, being 

disconnected from major global research networks and a massive brain drain.  

As for the alternative offered by China for the Russian economy, in reality it remains limited, especially for high-tech 

products. To date, the Chinese government, which is very dependent on its exports to developed countries, has not 

assisted Russia in circumventing Western sanctions.  

Chinese exports to Russia have fallen in line with those of Western countries.  

Will these significant and growing impacts lead Vladimir Putin to modify his strategic calculations? Probably not in the 

immediate future; his actions are not guided primarily by economic logic. However, by forcing him to choose either butter 

or guns, the sanctions lock him in a vice that is gradually tightening. 

Containment 

Ukraine's Black Sea Missile Attacks May Be An Attempt To Clear Sea Lanes For Grain Exports - Ukraine’s 

strike earlier this month against a natural-gas platform in the Black Sea may be part of a wider campaign by Kyiv to 

weaken Russian capabilities in the strategic waters and free up shipping lanes for grain exports. 

Ukraine on June 20 struck one of several offshore structures used by Russia to produce and deliver natural gas to Kremlin-

controlled Crimea, where it is largely used for heating purposes in the winter. 

The strike caused a major fire that online sleuths say is still burning. 

Ukraine’s ultimate goal may have been to destroy Russian intelligence equipment believed to be installed on platforms 

and rigs in the waters, rather than the interruption of gas flows, analysts said. 

The attack was at least the third against Russian targets in the Black Sea within the span of a few days and may reflect 

the deployment in Ukraine of recently arrived, high-tech Western missile systems. 

The US and NATO allies have sent Ukraine advanced Harpoon anti-ship missiles systems, though it is unclear what weapon 

struck the platform. 
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The gas platform attacks “must be seen in light of strikes on Snake Island to prevent the Russians from turning them into 

an [area denial] zone,” said Glen Howard, a military expert and president of the Washington-based Jamestown 

Foundation. 

Pentagon to Buy Two Advanced Air Defense Systems for Ukraine - The Pentagon will send two National 

Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile Systems to Ukraine, a weapon that Kyiv has been seeking to defend its population from 

Russian cruise missiles, a senior U.S. defense official told reporters Friday.  

The NASAMS are part of the latest $820 million aid package, which also includes High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, 

or HIMARS, ammunition rounds; up to 150,000 155mm artillery rounds andAN-TPQ37 counter-artillery radars for 

Ukraine’s counteroffensive against Russia. 

Anthony Albanese pledges a $100million aid package to Ukraine during a surprise visit to President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy - after touring bombed out towns with and firing a warning to Russia. 

Australia will provide 34 additional armored vehicles to Ukraine as part of a $100 million military aid package and prohibit 

Russian gold imports, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has announced. 

Speaking in Ukraine's capital in Kyiv alongside President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Mr Albanese said Australia would also 

impose sanctions and travel bans on 16 more Russian ministers and oligarchs. It brings the total number of Russian 

individuals sanctioned by Australia to 843. 

Widening of conflict 

Chinese frigate chased Russian warship away from Diaoyu Islands to stake territorial claim, Japan says - 
Two Chinese coastguard vessels entered Japan’s territorial waters near the Diaoyu Islands on Tuesday, the Japanese 

coastguard said, a day after a Chinese naval ship chased a Russian warship away from the islets that are controlled by 

Tokyo but claimed by Beijing. 

Japan’s coastguard said Tuesday’s intrusion, the 15th this year, happened at around 4:35am, adding that its patrol vessels 

ordered the two Chinese ships to exit the waters immediately. 

Almost impossible’ for Belarusian forces to enter war — exiled leader - Exiled Belarusian opposition leader 

Sviatlana Tikhanovskaya said she doesn’t believe forces from her country will join the war in Ukraine. 

"I really doubt that Belarussian troops... will participate in the invasion of Ukraine," Tikhanovskaya told reporters while 

on a visit to Warsaw. 

"Of course I can't guarantee this but according to the intelligence, according to expert opinions, it's almost impossible," 

the exiled leader said. 

"The Belarussian army is extremely demoralized. They don't want to fight with Ukrainians... They don't want to die for 

Lukashenko or for Putin," Tikhanovskaya added. 

Tsikhanouskaya was a political novice and stay-at-home mother of two when her husband Siarhei Tsikhanouski, who had 

launched a presidential campaign against Lukashenko, was arrested. 

She took his place in the presidential election and is widely believed to have won the August 2020 vote, which Alexander 

Lukashenko claimed as his own victory. 
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Warning that Putin could invade rest of Europe - Everything changed when Russia invaded Ukraine. Deterrence 

was turned on its head. Instead of preventing President Vladimir Putin from open aggression, the threat of nuclear war 

shielded him from intervention. 

Now Europe is worried the ageing autocrat aims to recreate the long-lost empire of Tsar Peter the Great. 

It's a raw nerve Ukraine's President Zelenskyy sought to trigger as Europe's leaders assembled to reset the future of the 

30-member Nato alliance. 

"This is Russia's real goal," he warned on Thursday while appealing for aid to stop the Russian army in its tracks. "There 

will be either urgent help for Ukraine – enough to win – or Russia's postponed war with you." 

And that prospect, he intoned, could come sooner rather than later. "Next year could be a worse situation – not only 

Ukraine, but also several other states. Possibly members of the alliance. The question is — who is next?" It's a very real 

fear. 

Putin's propagandists have repeatedly stated his objectives go beyond Ukraine. His apparatchiks have been threatening 

to invade Nato members Poland and Lithuania. Norway is another target of Moscow's ire. And the United Kingdom and 

the United States have been menaced with the specter of a nuclear strike. 

This week, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov declared the decision of Finland and Sweden to join Nato to be a 

"strictly destabilizing factor". 

At the same time, Russian foreign ministry officials were threatening "retaliation" against Norway for imposing sanctions 

on supplies transported over its territory to a Russian mining outpost. And Lithuania was being accused of "an act of war" 

after imposing a "blockade" against Russia's Baltic Sea outpost of Kaliningrad. 

Russian Defense Deputy Wants New Cuban Missile Crisis to Stop US - A member of Russia's Parliament has 

called for a new Cuban Missile Crisis between the US and Russia to end the country's bogged-down war against Ukraine. 

Duma member Andrei Gurulyov can be seen in a video clip that Newsweek reports has gone viral on Twitter where he 

speaks in Russian with English captions. 

Gurulyov appeared on a Russian state TV program where guests were discussing the war when he suggested the country 

move its hypersonic missiles within striking distance of the United States. 

That, Gurulyov said, would force the Biden administration into negotiations with Russia and stop the United States from 

supplying Ukraine with weapons to defend itself — just as the Kennedy administration was forced into talks when the 

Soviet Union moved nuclear missiles into Cuba in October 1962. 

"Right now, they're delivering MLRS [multiple launch rocket systems], howitzers, they'll deliver anything there, up to a 

nuclear bomb, just not to let us win," he said. 

This last element of his statement indicates a Russian awareness and fear of Western weapons supplies and particularly 

long-range artillery pieces. It is a tacit Russian admission of the effectiveness of these weapons. 

Putin 

Why Russia Should Fear Being Declared A State Sponsor Of Terrorism - Designating a country as a state sponsor 

of terrorism would hurt the target country’s financial system, potentially: 

• freezing of the country’s assets in the United States, including real estate; 

• requiring the U.S. to veto efforts of that country to secure World Bank or International Monetary Fund loans; 
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• prohibiting a wide variety of dual-use exports; 

• requiring the U.S. to take economic action against countries that continue to do business with the targeted 

country. 

• most importantly, Russia would join a very small table of pariah states. 

The world’s collective backs, and banks, will turn against Putin, and his reputation as a great statesman — his grand hope, 

after all — would be unlikely to recover. 

Adding Russia to the state sponsors of terrorism list would be the nuclear economic option and a precision strike against 

Putin’s ego. The decision should not be made in haste. Even at the height of the Cold War, the United States did not 

sanction the Soviet Union with this designation, although Soviets were providing support to a wide range of terrorist 

actors throughout the 1970s and 1980s. Yet, the Trump administration in 2018 considered adding Russia to the list for 

its attempted assassination of Sergei Skripal, a former Russian spy and defector. 

In Putin's Russia, the arrests are spreading quickly and widely - They came for Dmitry Kolker, an ailing physicist, 

in the intensive care ward. They came for Ivan Fedotov, a hockey star, as he was leaving practice with a film crew in tow. 

They came for Vladimir Mau, a state university rector, the week he was re-elected to the board of Gazprom. 

The message sent by these high-profile detentions: Nearly anyone is now punishable in Vladimir Putin's Russia. 

The flurry of arrests across the country in recent days has signaled that the Kremlin is intent on tightening the noose 

around Russian society even further. It appears to be a manifestation of Putin's declaration in the early weeks of his war 

in Ukraine that Russia needed to cleanse itself of pro-Western "scum and traitors", and it is creating an unmistakable 

chill. 

'Greatest threat to world order' - The Russia-Ukraine war is the “greatest threat to the world order,” United States 

Ambassador to China R Nicholas Burns said while criticizing Moscow’s “special” military operation in Kyiv, at a forum in 

Beijing on Monday. In a rare event at the World Peace Forum in the Chinese capital, Burns was seated just next to their 

Russian counterpart for the diplomatic debate in the panel. Both US and Russian ambassadors to China went head-to-

head in the discussion hosted by Beijing’s Tsinghua University and the World Peace Forum. 

Burns said, “The fact that Russia crossed the border with an armed force, unprovoked, and has started this war with so 

much human suffering, so many innocent civilians dead in Ukraine — this is a direct violation of the United Nations 

charter, it is a direct violation of what the Russian Federation signed up to when it became a member state.” 

Humanitarian 

Desire And Reality - The disconnect between Putin’s goals and the situation on the battlefield -- what Russians call the 

difference between “desire and reality” -- has made for a vicious circle that may only spiral further for the foreseeable 

future: After failing to achieve a quick victory, Russia immediately turned to tactics, methods, and actions that have 

deepened its isolation, united Ukrainians, and increased solidarity in the West as outrage mounts. 

Around Kyiv and Chernihiv in the north, retreating Russian forces left a trail of evidence of war crimes as survivors 

describe summary executions, rape, and other atrocities during the brief period of occupation. 

In the southeast, the devastated city of Mariupol is for many, in the 21st century, an almost unbelievably stark symbol of 

unprovoked and needless death, pain, and suffering. In a report released on June 30, Amnesty International said evidence 

suggests that Russian air strikes that killed hundreds of people deliberately targeted a theater being used as a shelter in 

the besieged city in March. 
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And as leaders of the G7 major democracies met in Germany on June 27, a Russian missile strike hit a crowded mall in 

Kremenchuk, a city far from the front lines, causing a fire and killing at least 20 people and wounding more than 50. 

"Indiscriminate attacks on innocent civilians constitute a war crime," the G7 leaders said in a statement, condemning the 

“abominable” strike on the shopping center. 

In cities across Russia, Ukraine, and the rest of the former Soviet Union, malls are one of the signs of the normalcy that 

has crept back into those countries following the collapse of communism: centers where one goes to shop, see a movie, 

meet friends -- all with the assumption that a place so predictable could not be very dangerous. 

That assumption was horrifyingly wrong on March 25, 2018, a week after Putin’s election to a fourth term, when a fire 

engulfed a mall in the Russian city of Kemerovo, at least 60 people including children trapped in a smoke-choked movie 

theater -- an avoidable tragedy whose toll was exacerbated by the corruption and negligence that critics of Putin say has 

worsened over his nearly 23 years as president or prime minister. 

It was wrong again in Kremenchuk, Ukraine, four years later – and this time, there was no doubt who was to blame. 

With the death toll still expected to rise in Kremenchuk, Russian missiles struck civilians again overnight on June 30-July 

1, this time hitting an apartment building and a recreation center in the Odesa region, in what may have been retaliation 

for the loss of Snake Island, which is relatively nearby. 

Hundreds of ‘arbitrary detentions’ documented — UN rights chief - The UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Michelle Bachelet said that hundreds of civilians have been detained in parts of Ukraine held by Russian forces. 

"Despite restrictions on access, we have documented 270 cases of arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance. Eight 

of the victims were found dead," Bachelet told the Human Rights Council. 

Russia’s delegate, Evgeny Ustinov, said that the report was part of a disinformation campaign targeting Moscow and  was 

a bid “to cover up the crimes of the Kyiv regime.” 

Russia has denied deliberately targeting civilians since the invasion of Ukraine began. 

Geopolitics 

Turkey as an Aspiring Great Power - The world order is likely going to be rewritten as a result of the ongoing 

multidimensional conflict between Russia and the West over Ukraine, the reactivation of direct military tensions involving 

great powers, increasing strategic competition between the US and China, the reconfiguration of alliances, and a sharp 

global economic downturn reflected in phenomena like inflation, the disruption of transnational supply chains, financial 

volatility, and a scarcity of critical goods.  

These challenging conditions of uncertainty are fueling strategic anxieties in the top nerve centers of many countries. 

However, despite this dark atmosphere, the landscape can also offer valuable opportunities worth harnessing for those 

willing and capable to take advantage of such circumstances in order to advance their own agenda.  

In other words, a seismic reshuffling of the global correlation of forces is favorable for the implementation of revisionist 

plans. In this regard, Turkey is well-positioned to reassert itself as an emerging great power in the decades to come. This 

analysis examines the trajectory followed by this Eurasian state in its quest for an elevated hierarchical position in the 

international system, and how the current environment of instability can paradoxically facilitate such a pursuit. 

Demise of ‘the sick man of Europe’ 
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When the Ottoman Turks (a people of Central Asian origin) fatefully overran what was left of the decaying Eastern Roman 

Empire, they undertook the task of developing their own state. Thus, the fall of Constantinople in 1453 marked the end 

of a historical chapter, but also the beginning of a new story. Gradually, the Ottomans built a powerful, wealthy, 

prestigious and cosmopolitan empire. In fact, it can be argued that they inherited the geopolitical position once held by 

the Byzantines as a great power in the Eastern corner of the Mediterranean, at the crossroads of Europe and Asia and 

whose sphere of influence reached Eastern Europe, the Balkans, the Maghreb, the Levant, and the Greater Middle East. 

Unsurprisingly, it often clashed with heavyweight rivals such as the Republic of Venice, the Spanish Empire, Russia, and 

Persia. It is also worth highlighting that, if the Ottomans had not been defeated in Lepanto and at the gates of Vienna, 

perhaps the history of Europe would have been substantially different. 

Nevertheless, developments like the discovery of the New World and the subsequent rise of both industrialization and 

technological development changed the balance of power in favor of Western European states for centuries. Meanwhile, 

the Ottoman Empire became stagnant, especially in the economic and technological domains.  

The decline was so noticeable that it was commonly referred to as ‘the sick man of Europe’ amongst foreign observers.  

Finally, the crushing defeat of Ottoman forces in World War One represented the death knell of the Empire. Its military 

downfall and its ensuing political dissolution encouraged Britain and France to take over territories formerly controlled 

by the Ottomans, an event whose consequences still reverberate a century later. However, despite a heavy blow, a great 

deal of bloodshed and the loss of its colonial possessions, the Turkish nation managed to survive. 

The ‘Atlanticist Turkey’ era 

The process of reinventing a state after its imperial dreams have been shattered is quite messy. In the case of Turkey, it 

involved acts of political violence, including war, revolts, agitation, vicious power struggles, assassinations, and even 

several chapters of genocidal persecution. Once the dust settled, the Republic of Turkey was established and, under the 

leadership of Kemal Atatürk, ambitious reforms were made in order to transform comprehensively the profile of the 

country as a modern, industrialized, and secular Westernized national state.  

The full spectrum of this structural change included constitutional, political, economic, educational, sociocultural and 

even linguistical innovations. This would eventually allow Turkey to consolidate as a national state, evolve to deal with a 

new contextual reality, preserve its internal stability, adopt a new model of governance, fuel the development of industry, 

nurture the growth of prestigious universities, foster the integration of women in several fields of the public sphere, and 

even adopt the Latin alphabet for the Turkish language.  

The rise of Neo-Ottomanism 

Over the past couple of decades, Turkey’s strategic environment has shifted dramatically. The list of meaningful 

developments includes the 2003 Anglo-American invasion of Iraq, NATO’s failed military intervention in Afghanistan, the 

disruptive shockwaves of the Arab Spring, the conflicts in Syria and Yemen, Egypt’s full-circle revolution, the revival of 

militant Islamism, efforts by Russia to reassert itself as a great power, the intensification of tensions between Sunnis and 

Shiites throughout the Grater Middle East, unrest and “color revolutions” in several post-Soviet states, Iran’s aggressive 

quest for regional hegemony, Tehran’s relentless plans to acquire nuclear weapons, the EU’s deepening internal 

imbalances, the emerging partnership between Israel and Gulf petromonarchies to counter Iranian influence, the Russian 

military intervention in Ukraine, and the rise of economic warfare to unprecedented proportions. Therefore, the Turkish 

state has become increasingly aggressive in order to face the resulting challenges, but also to harness the opportunities 

that chaos has brought. This attitude is reflected in: 

• Ankara’s diplomatic support for Kosovo’s independence from Serbia. 

• The involvement of Turkish forces in operational theatres like Syria and Iraq, mainly to counter Kurdish militias. 
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• The overt manipulation of the Turkish diaspora in places like Germany to shape nominally sovereign decisions 

related to both foreign policy and domestic politics in accordance with Ankara’s national interests. 

• The instrumental weaponization of waves of immigrants as a tool of coercive pressure and blackmail vis-à-vis EU 

members. 

• The Turkish sponsorship of Sunni militias, jihadists, and mercenaries as proxies and cannon fodder to further its 

regional agenda and to attack rivals. 

• An antagonistic stance towards the al-Assad regime, as well as intermittent tensions with Greece and even 

traditional allies like Israel. 

• The instigation of the 2000 Nagorno-Karabakh War as an active supporter of the Azeri war effort, in an attempt 

to increase Ankara’s influence in the Caucasus and position itself as the natural leader of the wider Turkic world. 

• The repatriation of Turkish gold holdings previously kept in the US as a sign of Turkey’s diminishing trust in 

Washington. 

This level of boldness ‒ which drastically overturns the previous approach of “zero problems” with neighbors ‒ does not 

correspond with the profile of a national state whose agenda is to preserve the status quo. Instead, it reflects a revisionist 

mindset. In fact, it is known that senior Turkish officials such as Ahmet Davutoglu have shaped Ankara’s foreign policy in 

accordance with the pursuit of an expansionist geopolitical agenda. These plans include; 

• A quest for regional hegemony,  

• The need to increase the Lebensraum of the Turkish state in its immediate periphery and  

• Development of a sphere of influence in areas like the Balkans, the Middle East, the Caucasus and maybe even 

throughout the Central Asian steppes of the Great Turkestan.  

Ankara’s steady diplomatic overtures to enhance ties to Latin America trough trade partnerships and the projection of 

Turkish ‘soft power’ are also noteworthy. In summary, it is reasonable to assert that the international system is witnessing 

the rebirth of Turkish imperial tradition as the intellectual compass of Turkish grand strategy in the 21st century. 

Toward great power status? 

It is pertinent to wonder if Turkey’s capabilities are going to be enough to reach great power status.  

Scrutinizing the various components of Turkish national power suggests that, even in the face of limits, Ankara has what 

it takes to advance its agenda or at least to try. Geopolitically speaking, throughout history the Anatolian peninsula has 

been a gateway for the projection of influence in the Balkans, Eastern Europe, the Mediterranean, the Caucasus, and the 

Middle East.  

When it comes to military matters, Turkey has a rather large army equipped with modern weaponry, as well as access to 

Western supplies thanks to its membership in NATO. Plus, Turkey has a national military-industrial complex which 

manufactures satellites and UAVs (note the optimal performance of the Bayraktar combat drone in operations of both 

regular warfare and counterterrorism). Remarkably, the Turks are also developing their own fifth-generation stealth 

fighter (the TAI TF-X project).  

Furthermore, with a GDP of over 692,380 million USD in 2021 (according to the IMF), Turkey is the world’s 23rd largest 

economy. Moreover, its population of around 85 million inhabitants makes it the 18th most populated country. Likewise, 

Turkey is arguably the only Muslim country whose universities are internationally competitive. In addition, the ethnic 

profile of Turkey and its common denominators and shared heritage with other Turkic peoples from countries located in 

the former Soviet Union is also an asset worth taking advantage of. Similarly, for historical and religious reasons, Ankara 

can become the leader of the Sunni world. Last but certainly not least, Turkey has a fairly competent and ruthless 

intelligence service. 
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Several geopolitical analysts have debated whether Turkey will side with the Western maritime powers or with the 

Eurasian behemoths in the context of Cold War 2.0. After all, both sides have offered convincing arguments but, far from 

being conclusive, the available empirical evidence is at best ambivalent.  

However, there is an alternative explanation that can be helpful to dissipate this ambiguity and reconcile seemingly 

contradictory signs. As a state that seeks to reassert itself, Turkey is only going to be aligned with its own national 

interests. For Ankara, there is no need to bandwagon confrontational coalitions as a junior partner, but it has 

demonstrated a strong political willingness to deal pragmatically on a win-win basis with major stakeholders without 

taking sides, a course of action that could hasten the emergence of Turkey as a major force to be reckoned with, 

regardless of which bloc ultimately prevails in the ongoing reconfiguration of the global order.  

Turkey’s path to a certain extent mirrors the approach followed by other states with ambitious geopolitical aspirations 

(such as India) or regional powers that need to hedge their bets in an uncertain period of increasing upheaval, like Israel. 

The Ottoman Empire is dead, long live the Ottoman Empire? Undeniably, it is pretty clear that the Turks are heavily 

invested in a pursuit of great power status, and they have the potential to walk such a path. The proverbial die has been 

cast and this reality seemingly validates that sometimes geopolitical forces do drive the rhythmical resonance of 

behavioral patterns.  

However, there is no guarantee that their intended outcome will be achieved. They must deal with complicated internal 

challenges such as deepening economic hardship and financial turmoil. Likewise, foreign powers interested in altering 

Ankara’s strategic orientation might rely on covert action in order to destabilize Ankara, an active measure that could 

compromise Turkey’s ambitious plans through regime change, a color revolution, or the encouragement of domestic 

tensions.  

Externally, the rise of Turkey will definitely intensify strategic anxieties amongst neighboring states, and it can eventually 

lead to a collision with mighty competitors if they think that the growing geopolitical projection of Turkey threatens their 

interests in areas in which the corresponding spheres of influence overlap.  

Since Turkey is not self-sufficient in energy and raw materials, it will have to go to great lengths to secure access to such 

strategic resources. In a nutshell, the Turks are determined and capable of reaching a higher geopolitical position so that 

they can play a larger role in global affairs, but they still must overcome the treacherous influence of fortune and the 

vicissitudes of fate. History is not written in stone. 

BRICS: China Remains the Primary Challenge for India - With the world’s attention focused squarely on Ukraine, 

the leaders of the five BRICS nations – Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa – met virtually at the 14th Summit, 

hosted by Chinese President Xi Jinping. While some of the focus of the meeting was centered on the possibility of 

expanding the group into Iran, Argentina, and/or Pakistan, India was able to steer clear of the rancor raised by their 

Chinese and Russian counterparts at Western countries, instead focusing mainly on the humanitarian situation unfolding 

in Ukraine. 

Modi, who met with G7 leaders in southern Germany, managed to avoid the diplomatic pitfalls that would have been 

injurious to India’s relationship with the United States. Likewise, refraining from joining the Western chorus on Russia 

while knowing Moscow would be the principal target of criticism at the G7 allowed India to balance two delicate bilateral 

relationships. 
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India and China remain in a tense standoff in 

Eastern Ladakh, where China remains on the other 

side of the Line of Actual Control, pictured to the 

right. Chinese refusal to make a withdrawal in 

advance of the BRICS Summit may have dissuaded 

Modi from an in-  person visit.  

As tensions continue between India and China 

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), a look at 

what the line means on the ground and the 

disagreements over it.  

• The LAC is the demarcation that separates 

Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-

controlled territory. India considers the 

LAC to be 3,488 km long, while the Chinese consider it to be only around 2,000 km. 

• It is divided into three sectors: the eastern sector which spans Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim, the middle sector 

in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, and the western sector in Ladakh.  

o The alignment of the LAC in the eastern sector is along the 1914 McMahon Line, and there are minor 

disputes about the positions on the ground as per the principle of the high Himalayan watershed. 

o The line in the middle sector is the least controversial but for the precise alignment to be followed in the 

Barahoti plains. The major disagreements are in the western sector.  

Furthermore, India and China have not been able to agree on the next level (16th round) of corps commander-level talks, 

after the 15th round was held in March this year. The military and diplomatic level talks between the two sides have 

failed to make any progress as fundamental disagreements continue between the two sides. 

These persistent differences are now playing more openly in impacting bilateral and multilateral meetings between India 

and China. On issues of counterterrorism, maritime rights, sovereignty, and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), differences 

between China and India tend to get starker. Most prominently, the recent step by China to block a joint proposal by 

India and the US to designate Pakistan-based top LeT militant Abdul Rehman Makki as a global terrorist under the UN 

sanctions committee loomed large over any effort to further counterterrorism cooperation through the BRICS.  

With discussion of a possible expansion of BRICS, set to include Iran and Pakistan, the counterterrorism agenda within 

BRICS is unlikely to come to fruition.  

Additionally, India’s growing counterterrorism commitments within the Quad will provide New Delhi with stronger 

rationales to chart a different course on cooperation on fraught issues which have differentiated positions among the 

BRICS member states. 

The India-China dispute in Eastern Ladakh has in many ways hurt the ability of BRICS countries to coordinate policy 

routinely or more broadly make disruptions to the Western-led economic and geopolitical status quo. Animosities run 

beyond Chinese troops along the LAC. India and China compete in other fora; in the United Nations Security Council for 

example, with China refusing to support India’s Permanent Member status. In turn, India has been less than supportive 

of China’s expensive Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Frustrated with the lack of progress and coordination ahead of the virtual Summit, China proposed widening the bloc, 

with Pakistan at the top of the list. China invited Pakistan to attend the “High Level Dialogue on Global Development,” 

but India blocked their attendance, to the dismay of the Chinese. Modi has made delaying China’s effort to expand BRICS 
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a priority, suggesting instead that the group first define the qualifications for new members first. On Monday, Iran applied 

for membership, a proposition that might intrigue New Delhi. 

Although India is not against BRICS expansion if the idea furthers the true spirit of multilateralism, the possible inclusion 

of states like Iran and Pakistan may narrow India’s choices and maneuverability within the group. An expanded BRICS 

then would include four states which either remain opposed to the West or are drawing closer to China: China, Iran, 

Pakistan and Russia.  

For India, squaring its participation in BRICS with its participation in West-led groups like the G7 within a week last month 

perhaps depicted a subtle challenge that lies ahead for India. As fault lines in the global political, economic and military 

order get starker – with the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war possibly precipitating such exigencies – BRICS as well as its 

expanded form in the future may come to be a much-constricted space for exercising India’s global and regional choices. 

Lastly, China’s tendency to drag bilateral issues into multilateral mechanisms like the SCO and BRICS may help it shape 

larger geopolitics in the future, but it does not augur well for the healthy functioning of the multilateral organization. As 

such, India’s ability to cooperate with the West-led groups blunts Chinese designs. 

Germany suspends funds over Bosnian Serb secessionist moves - The German government has suspended €120 

million worth of infrastructure projects in Bosnia’s Serb region over its leaders secessionist policies, international peace 

envoy Christian Schmidt said yesterday. 

Schmidt said in an interview for regional N1 television that he 

could not rule out that Germany might follow the United States 

and Britain and impose sanctions against those seen as 

destabilizing Bosnia. 

Pro-Russian Serb leader Milorad Dodik has triggered the gravest 

political crisis in Bosnia since the end of its war in the 1990s after 

moving to roll back all constitutional reforms and return state 

powers to two regions created under a peace deal that ended the 

conflict. The area in question is pictured to the right in orange. 

But Dodik, who serves as the Serb member of Bosnia’s tripartite 

inter-ethnic presidency, has stepped back after the United States 

and Britain imposed sanctions against him and his close 

associates, saying last month that the war in Ukraine and its 

knock-on effects have delayed his secessionist plans for now. 

 


