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Conflict Update # 335 

January 4th, 2023 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses¹ – 122,170 (690) soldiers killed, 3,152 (+2) enemy tanks, 6,284 (+8) armored combat vehicles, 2,148 

(+2) artillery systems, 448 (+1) MLRS systems, 220 (+0) air defense systems, 289 (+2) warplanes, 281 (+4) helicopters, 

1,897 (+3) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 749 (+0) cruise missiles, 18 (+1) warships/cutters, 4,944 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 194 (+1) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – From the numbers we can see the type of battle being waged – Russian assaults along the 

southern fronts of Kherson and Zaporizhia in multiple attacks against Ukrainian strongholds. 
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I was watching these on Ukrainian blogs last evening where Russians were repelled by defending forces in all contacts. 

Their losses – troops, vehicles and helicopters speak to an invading force being resisted and defense lines held. 

Russia has ‘enough’ weapons: Medvedev⁴ - Former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has hit back at media 

reports in the West that Russia is running low on missiles and artillery, saying Moscow has “enough of everything”. 

“Our opponents are watching, they periodically make statements that we don’t have this or that,” Medvedev said 

during a visit to a Kalashnikov factory in Izhevsk, about 1,000 kilometres (620 miles) east of Moscow. 

“I want to disappoint them. We have enough of everything,” he added. 

In a video posted on his Telegram channel, Medvedev, who is among Russia’s most hawkish pro-war voices, was seen 

inspecting the assault rifles, artillery shells, missiles and drones. 

Russia's new army plan considers NATO's expansion⁸ - Russia's Chief of General Staff Valery Gerasimov said 

late on Monday that the new plan on changes to the country's armed forces considers possible NATO expansion and 

the use of Ukraine against Russia. 

"The plan is approved by the President of the Russian Federation (Vladimir Putin) and can be adjusted when existing 

and new threats to the military security of the Russian Federation change," Gerasimov told the news website 

Argumenty Fakty. 

The Wagner Group’s outsized reliance on recruitment from penal colonies¹⁶ appears to be having increasing 

ramifications on Wagner’s combat capability. 

Russia continues to deepen military and economic relations with Iran¹⁷ in an effort to engage in mutually 

beneficial sanctions evasion. 

Russian forces continued limited counterattacks¹⁸ to regain lost positions along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Ukrainian forces struck Russian concentration areas¹⁹ in occupied Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks around Bakhmut²⁰ and on the western outskirts of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces likely conducted a failed offensive²¹ operation in Zaporizhia Oblast in the last 72 hours. 

Russian forces have not made any confirmed territorial gains in Zaporizhia²² Oblast despite one Russian 

occupation official’s continued claims. The occupation official may be pushing a narrative of Russian tactical successes 

in Zaporizhia Oblast to generate positive narratives to distract Russians from the lack of promised progress in Bakhmut. 

The Kremlin’s efforts to professionalize the Russian Armed Forces²³ are continuing to generate criticism 

among supporters of new Russian parallel military structures. 

Russian officials and occupation authorities continue efforts to integrate²⁴ occupied territories into Russian 

social, administrative, and political systems and crack down on partisan dissent in occupied areas. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast)²⁵ - Russian forces continued limited 

ground attacks to regain lost positions northwest of Svatove on January 22 and 23. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported its troops repelled attacks on Stelmakhivka (15km west of Svatove) and Novoselivske (15km northwest of 

Svatove) on January 22 and 23. Geolocated combat footage posted on January 22 shows Russian forces conducting a 

“human wave” style assault on Ukrainian positions near Novoselivske. Russian milbloggers claimed that heavy fighting 
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is ongoing in Novoselivske, where Ukrainian forces are trying to advance eastward towards Kuzemivka (15km 

northwest of Svatove). 

Russian forces continued limited 

ground attacks to regain lost 

positions around Kreminna on 

January 22 and 23. UGS reported it 

attacks towards Terny (15km west of 

Kreminna) and towards the 

Serebrianka forest area (10km 

southwest of Kreminna) on January 

22.  

Former LNR Ambassador to Russia 

Rodion Miroshnik claimed Russian 

forces near Kreminna hold positions 

within 50 to 200 meters of Ukrainian 

forces. Geolocated footage posted 

January 21 shows Russian forces 

hold positions southwest of 

Ploshchanka (15km northwest of 

Kreminna) near the Zhuravka gully.  

Milbloggers claimed Russian forces 

were active along the Ploshchanka-

Makiivka line northwest of Kreminna 

throughout the day on January 22 

and captured three Ukrainian 

strongholds in unspecified areas 

near Kreminna. Geolocated combat 

footage from January 20 shows 

Ukrainian troops recapturing 

positions near Bilohorivka about 

10km south of Kreminna. 

Ukrainian forces conducted HIMARS 

strikes on Russian concentration 

areas in Luhansk Oblast on January 

22 and 23. The LNR People’s Militia 

claimed Ukrainian troops struck 

Kadiivka (50km west of Luhansk City 

at the nexus of the T0504 and T1317 

highways) on January 22.  

Ukrainian Odesa Oblast military 

administration spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk noted that one strike targeted a machine-repair plant that Chechen 

forces were using as a hospital. LNR sources additionally claimed Ukrainian forces conducted a HIMARS strike on an 

electrical substation between Zolote and Pervomaiske. 
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Donetsk Oblast²⁵ - Russian forces continued ground attacks around Bakhmut on January 22 and 23.  

UGS reported its repelled attacks on 

Bakhmut itself; northeast of Bakhmut 

near Verkhnokamianske (30km 

northeast), Bilohorivka (20km northeast), 

Krasna Hora (5km north), Vyimka (23km 

northeast), Rozdolivka (15km northeast), 

and Paraskoviivka (8km north); and west 

of Bakhmut near Stupochky (10km west 

of Bakhmut) between January 22 and 23. 

Milbloggers claimed Wagner Group forces 

are operating southwest of Bakhmut in 

the Klishchiivka area in order to push 

towards Ivanivsk and cut the Ukrainian 

T0504 Kostyantynivka-Chasiv Yar-

Bakhmut ground line of communication 

(GLOC).  

The Ukrainian State Border Guards 

Service reiterated they control the 

majority of Bakhmut itself and are 

conducting successful counterattacks to 

regain lost positions in the area A 

milblogger claimed Wagner Group forces 

are advancing in urban areas on the 

eastern and southern outskirts of 

Bakhmut. Geolocated combat footage 

posted on January 22 confirms that 

Russian troops have occupied the 

northern part of Opytne on the southern 

outskirts of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks 

on the western outskirts of Donetsk City 

on January 22 and 23. UGS reported 

assaults on Novobakhmutivka (20km 

north of Donetsk), Pervomaiske, and Vodiane (both of the northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City), and Marinka (on the 

southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City) between January 22 and 23.  

Geolocated combat footage posted on January 20 shows Russian troops made marginal advances east of Vodiane. A 

milblogger posted footage of Russian soldiers of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division of the 8th Combined Arms Army of 

the Southern Military District conducting assault actions in the Marinka direction on January 23. Milbloggers continued 

to claim Russian forces are fighting for control of the western part of Marinka. 

Russian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks in western Donetsk or eastern Zaporizhia 

oblasts on January 22 or 23. UGS reported Russian troops conducting defensive operations in this area. Russian forces 

continued routine fire along the line of contact southwest of Donetsk City and in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast. 
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Southern Axis²⁵ - Russian forces likely 

conducted a failed offensive operation 

in Zaporizhia Oblast in the last 72 hours, 

but have not made any confirmed 

territorial gains despite one Russian 

occupation official’s continued claims. 

UGS confirmed yesterday Russian forces 

conducted offensive actions in the 

Zaporizhia direction on January 20 and 

21 near Mali Shcherbaky but did not 

specify whether Russian forces made 

territorial gains.  

It is unclear if this operation is ongoing 

as of this publication. The Russian MoD 

claimed on January 22 that unspecified 

Eastern Military District (EMD) elements 

captured more favorable positions 

during offensive operations in 

Zaporizhia Oblast but provided no 

further details.  

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation deputy 

Vladimir Rogov, who initiated an 

unsubstantiated string of claims on 

January 20 that Russian forces captured 

several settlements in Zaporizhia Oblast, 

claimed Russian forces captured 

Kamianske (about 30km south of 

Zaporizhzhia City on the bank of the 

Dnipro River) on January 23. Rogov 

previously claimed that Russian forces 

captured Mali Shcherbaky, Shcherbaky, 

and Novoandriivka, Novodanylivka, Mala Tokmachka, and Bilohirya on January 20. Other Russian sources contradict his 

claims, indicating their forces likely have not made territorial gains on the Zaporizhia frontline as of January 23.  

There is no open-source evidence supporting Rogov’s claims as of this publication. Available geolocated visual evidence 

from January 21 to 22 shows squad-sized Russian elements fighting in fields about 2–3 km south of Novodanylivka and 

Mali Shcherbaky. A prominent milblogger yesterday reported Ukrainian forces regrouped and maintained the Mali 

Shcherbaky-Shcherbaky-Novoandriivka-Novodanylivka line as of January 23. Other Russian milbloggers reported that 

Russian forces transitioned to shelling targets along the Zaporizhia frontline — including settlements Rogov claimed 

Russian forces captured — on January 23 after an attempted Russian offensive on January 22, suggesting the Russian 

offensive was unsuccessful.  

The Ukrainian Zaporizhia Military Administration reported Russian forces shelled several villages that Rogov claimed 

Russian forces captured. UGS reported Russian forces in the Zaporizhia area of operations conducted defensive 

operations on January 23. A senior Ukrainian military spokesman stated enemy forces in southern Ukraine are not 

conducting large-scale offensive operations and have not made any sustained tactical gains on January 22. 
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Rogov may be pushing a narrative of Russian tactical successes in Zaporizhia Oblast to generate positive narratives to 

distract Russians from the lack of promised progress in Bakhmut. His claims resonated well throughout the Russian 

language information space and received wide circulation in mainstream Russian state-owned wires like TASS and 

amongst Russian milbloggers on Telegram.  

Many Russian milbloggers exaggerated the importance of Soledar and claimed Russian forces’ tactical advance in 

Soledar foreshadowed Russian forces’ encirclement of Bakhmut, but enemy forces have not made significant gains near 

Bakhmut despite advancing in Soledar in mid-January, and an imminent Russian encirclement or capture of Bakhmut 

remains unlikely. The discrepancies between the high expectations set by Russian information operations on Bakhmut 

and Russian forces’ inability to achieve them quickly represents a current vulnerability in the Russian information space 

that Rogov may be attempting to cover. Comment – I was viewing blog sites last night and saw geolocated footage of 

Ukrainian forces repelling Russian assaults. 

Russian and Ukrainian reconnaissance elements are likely skirmishing on the islands of the Dnipro River Delta south of 

Kherson City. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian forces destroyed a commandeered 

civilian boat carrying a Russian sabotage and reconnaissance group that attempted to deploy to the Potemkin Islands 

on January 23. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces defeated Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance 

groups that attempted to capture Belohrudove and Velyky Potemkin islands on January 21. 

Comment – Russian forces on an inhabited island south of Kherson City have been shelling the area continuously since 

their withdrawal some months ago. I was watching late yesterday where Ukrainian HIMARS batteries located these 

Russian coordinates and took out numerous artillery platforms. 

Russia’s ‘Elite’ Shadow Army Edges Into Complete Collapse²⁷ - Tens of thousands of fighters rounded up to 

fight in Ukraine for Wagner Group, the Russian private mercenary fighting corps, have gone missing or died, according 

to a Russian non-governmental organization. 

While Wagner Group recruited approximately 50,000 fighters in recent months, including from prisons, only 10,000 

fighters remain fighting at the front for Wagner, Olga Romanova, the head of Russia Behind Bars, told My Russian 

Rights, according to The Moscow Times. 

“According to our data, 42-43 thousand [prisoners] were recruited by the end of December. Now they are, most likely, 

already over 50,000,” Romanova said. “Of these, 10,000 are fighting at the front, because all the rest are either killed… 

or missing, or deserted, or surrendered.” 

The statistic cited is just the latest indication that Wagner’s fighting force is falling apart in Ukraine, even as Russia 

works to secure wins on the battlefield almost one year after the invasion of Ukraine. 

Wagner Group fighters have been involved in the heavy fighting in Soledar in recent weeks, a town in which Russia has 

claimed victory. Wagner has also been largely responsible for gains made in Bakhmut nearby, “at an extraordinary 

cost,” given that many of the Wagner recruits had minimal training since Wagner recruited 40,000 convicts, John Kirby, 

a White House National Security Council coordinator, told reporters last week. 

Ukrainian President Zelensky hinted at the dramatic losses the Russians are sustaining in Soledar in a recent speech as 

well. “The area near Soledar is covered with corpses of the invaders,” Zelensky said. “This is what madness looks like.” 

The U.S. Department of Defense has also assessed that Russian forces and Wagner have both suffered a tremendous 

losses. 

"Russians fell one by one": Special Operations Forces show work of sniper pair²⁷ - The Special Operations 

Forces of Ukraine (SOF) have revealed video footage showing snipers practicing on the Russians. 
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Source: press service Special Operations Forces of Ukraine (SOF) 

Details: A couple of snipers were ordered to move to a front line for observation. 

Previously, the military command learned that Russians were planning an offensive in that area (the front is not 

disclosed – ed.). 

From the radio intercept, it became clear that Russians were informed about the possible work of Ukrainian snipers but 

the warning did not help them avoid losses, the SOF noted. 

Quote: "After identifying two Russian soldiers, our snipers killed one of them. After that, two more soldiers came to 

help the Russian. As a result, four corpses of Russians decorated the landscape on one of our defensive lines." 

Putin 

Paranoid Putin 'turns against' Wagner chief after the mercenary boss 'failed to take the hint' and kept 

bragging that his forces achieved more success than Russia's²⁷ - Putin is said to have turned against the head 

of the feared Russian Wagner mercenary group after he 'failed to take the hint' and kept on bragging that his forces 

were achieving more success than Russia's army. 

Wagner boss Yevgeny Prigozhin has fallen out of favour with the Russian president after he continuously gloated his 

private paramilitary fighters were more superior and successful than the country's conventional forces, experts say.  

Earlier this month, Prigozhin bragged that his fighters had single-handedly taken control of the eastern Ukrainian town 

of Soledar, which has been razed by fighting. 

Putin is said to have felt threatened by Prigozhin's rise and tactless self-assertion, experts from the Institute for the 

Study of War (ISW) said today. This was evident, they said, when the leader pointedly did not credit Prigozhin or his 

Wagner forces for town's capture. 

Putin, paranoid about Prigozhin's power, began to reintroduce himself as an involved wartime leader and met 

commanders after the Wagner boss posted a picture of himself with his mercenaries at the entrance of a salt mine in 

Soledar. 

'Prigozhin did not take the hint, if hint it was, but instead redoubled his efforts to assert himself by advertising the 

superiority and successes of his own troops,' the experts from ISW said. 

The Wagner boss instead tried to boost his standing by claiming he had arrived at the front lines near Bakhmut to speak 

to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky regarding the control of territories there.  

'His rhetoric and self-presentation had become overbearing and ostentatiously swaggering until things began to go 

south for him,' the think-tank researchers said.  

Since Putin's war began, Prigozhin and Chechen warlord Ramzan Kadyrov have been jockeying for power, suggesting 

that they could one day want to supplant Putin. 

Prigozhin has been publicly critical of Russia's army and military leadership.  

'Prigozhin likely imagined that his efforts in Ukraine would continue to lend him military and political power in Russia,' 

ISW experts said. 

He has increasingly criticized the Kremlin and disparages them at every turn, whereas hos colleague from Chechnya, 

also previously vocal, has of late been somewhat quieter. 
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Diplomacy 

South Africa to side with Russia on push for redesigned global order¹¹ - South Africa will join Russia in 

pushing for a “redesigned global order” in which a greater role is played by non-Western organizations such as the 

BRICS partnership, South Africa’s foreign minister says. 

Naledi Pandor made the comment Monday as she met Russian FM Lavrov at the beginning of his latest tour of African 

capitals. Russia and South Africa are two of the five members of BRICS, along with China, India and Brazil. 

The war in Ukraine has revitalized Moscow’s campaign for new organizations to compete with Western-dominated 

blocs such as the Group of Seven. There is growing talk that BRICS could expand within the next year to include possible 

new entrants such as Nigeria, Egypt, Venezuela, Iran, Argentina or Saudi Arabia. 

Earlier this month, Ms. Pandor said there was “very, very significant demand” for membership in BRICS. A decision on 

expansion is likely to be made this year, during South Africa’s term as chair of the group, she said. 

The BRICS countries are already discussing the possibility of challenging the global dominance of the U.S. dollar by using 

other currencies in their trading relations, Ms. Pandor said. 

On Monday, as she sat with Mr. Lavrov, she continued to promote the BRICS role. “BRICS should play a pro-active role 

in emerging processes to ensure it is part of a redesigned global order,” Ms. Pandor said. 

“The current global geopolitical tensions clearly signal the need to create institutional mechanisms that will have the 

stature, form and global trust to promote global peace and security,” she said. 

Mr. Lavrov said he discussed BRICS in detail with Ms. Pandor in their meeting. “We all agree that this structure is an 

example of truly multilateral and multipolar diplomacy, based on a search for a balance of interests,” he said. 

Steven Gruzd, head of the Russia-Africa research program at the South African Institute of International Affairs, said the 

BRICS group has “found a new lease on life” as a result of the Ukraine conflict. 

On the first day of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last year, the South African government demanded an immediate 

Russian withdrawal. It warned that the Russian military action would cause “human suffering and destruction” and 

huge damage to the global economy. But since then, South Africa has refused to repeat this criticism, instead choosing 

to abstain in UN votes, while calling for dialogue and negotiations. 

On Monday, when asked whether she had repeated any of her original criticism to the Russian foreign minister, Ms. 

Pandor said she would seem “quite simplistic and infantile” if she did so – “given the massive transfer of arms” to 

Ukraine from its allies. 

She said her talks with Mr. Lavrov were “wonderful” and she described South Africa as a friend of Russia with a 

strengthening relationship. Mr. Lavrov, for his part, had only praise for South Africa and its stand on global issues. 

Comment – So be it. Not a word about 8 million Ukrainian refugees and the wanton destruction wrought by Russian 

attacks against civilian targets. Not a word regarding the killing of women and children, striking maternity hospitals, 

kindergarten schools and the like. Russia’s behavior here appears to be OK with the South African administration. 

When South Africa can turn its lights on and see what is going on it may be able to rid itself of its geopolitical myopia.  

Somehow SA does not see the precariousness of the Chinese economic and demographic disaster looming ahead, the 

pending bankruptcy of the Russian centrally-controlled economy and the utter global dependence on an open ocean 
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network provided and safeguarded by the US to not only facilitate but also guarantee free trade – otherwise called 

globalization, sans which SA is “dead in the water.” 

It needs to view China’s avoidance of supplying the Russian invasion and ask – “why?” – because of the overwhelming 

global position of the western economy and the US in particular – achieved through open and fair elections and 

governance, something both China and Russia seem to be completely unaware of. 

Just this week Uganda opted out of this “new global order” by walking away from a multi-billion dollar Chinese 

investment – because it doesn’t want to follow Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Kenya and others into a Chinese “New Global 

Order” BRI abyss. 

South Africa seems to view itself as a global player. It should start by fixing its power grid and show the world it is a 

serious player. Until then it “stays in the dark.” 

It is not only picking the wrong horse but is at the entirely wrong race course.  

Turkey cancels NATO talks with Sweden, Finland: Report³ - Turkey has indefinitely postponed a new round of 

talks with Sweden and Finland on the Nordic neighbors’ NATO membership bids, Turkish state media has reported. 

The meeting was due to take place in Brussels in February, state broadcaster TRT reported, citing Turkish diplomatic 

sources. Erdogan’s spokesman said earlier this month that NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg was also due to 

attend. 

On Monday, Erdogan said that Sweden should not expect Turkey’s support for its NATO membership after a protest 

near the Turkish embassy in Stockholm at the weekend. 

Finland says ‘timeout needed’ in NATO bid talks⁷ - Finland’s foreign minister has called for a “timeout” of a few 

weeks in negotiations between Finland, Sweden and Turkey on the two Nordic nations’ bid to join NATO. 

“A timeout is needed before we return to the three-way talks and see where we are when the dust has settled after the 

current situation, so no conclusions should be drawn yet,” Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto told Reuters in a telephone 

interview. “I think there will be a break for a couple of weeks,” he added. 

Turkey’s Erdogan said yesterday that Sweden should not expect his country’s support for NATO membership after a 

protest near the Turkish embassy in Stockholm last week that also involved the burning of the Muslim holy book Quran. 

Comment – Turkey is seeking too once again exploit times of stress to play one upmanship and gain advances for itself. 

They did the same thing post-9/11 when they followed American and Russian leads in declaring resistance to Turkish 

nationalist rule by Kurdish independence groups as “Terrorist” organizations.  

Ukraine undergoes biggest political shake-up since war started⁵ - Ukraine’s government has dismissed five 

regional governors and an array of other senior officials in the biggest shake-up of the country’s political leadership 

since Russia launched its invasion in February. 

Among more than a dozen senior Ukrainian officials who have resigned or were dismissed were the governors of the 

Kyiv, Sumy, Dnipropetrovsk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions.  

All five regions have witnessed major fighting over the past year, giving their governors an unusually high national 

profile. 

A deputy defence minister, a deputy prosecutor, a deputy head of Zelenskyy’s office and two deputy ministers 

responsible for regional development were among the other officials to leave their posts. 
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Comments and Reports  

Ukrainian intelligence assessed that Russian forces¹⁵ are preparing for an offensive effort in the spring or early 

summer of 2023, partially confirming ISW’s standing assessment that Russian troops may undertake a decisive action in 

the coming months. Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) representative Vadym Skibitsky stated the spring 

and early summer of 2023 will be decisive in the war and confirmed that the GUR has observed indicators that Russian 

troops are regrouping in preparation for a “big offensive” in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts.  

Skibitsky also reiterated that Russian forces are unlikely to launch an attack from Belarus or in southern Ukraine. ISW 

has previously assessed that Russian forces may be preparing for a decisive effort (of either offensive or defensive 

nature) in Luhansk Oblast and observed a redeployment of conventional forces such as Airborne (VDV) elements to the 

Svatove-Kreminna axis after the Russian withdrawal from Kherson Oblast.  

ISW also maintains that it is highly unlikely that Russian forces are planning to relaunch a new offensive on northern 

Ukraine from the direction of Belarus. Skibitsky’s assessments largely support ISW’s running forecasts of Russian 

intentions in the first half of 2023 and underscore the continued need for Western partner support to ensure that 

Ukraine does not lose the initiative to a renewed Russian offensive operation. 

'What the hell are we waiting for? Boris Johnson issues powerful rallying cry to the West as he urges 

nations to give Ukraine the weapons it needs to defeat Vladimir Putin now¹⁰ - Boris Johnson today implores 

the West to give Ukraine the weapons it needs to defeat Vladimir Putin now. 

In an extraordinarily powerful – and emotional – rallying cry, the former PM says Kyiv can win the war this year if it gets 

the right equipment. 

Mr Johnson says that with hundreds of tanks and other weaponry it can be 'game over' for Putin but, with Germany 

and others dithering, he asks: 'What the hell are we waiting for?' 

Britain is the only country to commit to sending tanks to help fight the Russians but the 14 assigned so far will not make 

a battle-winning difference. 

Pleas from Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky for Germany to release up to 2,000 Leopard 2 tanks operated by Nato states 

have been ignored. 

Russia’s military reforms respond to NATO, Ukraine: Gerasimov⁶ - Russia’s new military reforms respond to 

the possible expansion of NATO and the use of Kyiv by the “collective West” to wage a hybrid war against Russia, the 

newly-appointed general in charge of Moscow’s offensive in Ukraine has said. 

“Today, such threats include the aspirations of the North Atlantic Alliance to expand to Finland and Sweden, as well as 

the use of Ukraine as a tool for waging a hybrid war against our country,” Valery Gerasimov told the news website 

Argumenty i Fakty in remarks published late on Monday. 

It was the first public remark by Gerasimov, who is also the chief of Russia’s military general staff, since his January 11 

appointment to lead Moscow’s war effort. 

Under Moscow’s new military plan, an army corps will be added to Karelia in Russia’s north, which borders Finland. 

In Ukraine, Russia will add three motorized rifle divisions as part of combined arms formations in the Kherson and 

Zaporizhia regions – two of four partly-occupied Ukrainian territories that Moscow moved to unilaterally annex last 

September. 
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Containment 

Poland asks Germany to allow tank re-exports²- The German government will handle Poland’s request to re-

export Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine with urgency, an economic affairs ministry official has said. 

“I can only tell you: We will urgently work on taking a decision,” Sven Giegold told a defence conference in Berlin 

organised by Handelsblatt, adding that the defence ministry was in the lead on the matter. 

Poland’s prime minister says he is hoping for a quick response from Germany on whether Warsaw can re-export 

German-made Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine. 

“I hope that this answer from Germany will come quickly because the Germans are delaying, dodging, acting in a way 

that is difficult to understand,” Mateusz Morawiecki said at a news conference. 

Morawiecki also said Poland will ask the EU for compensation for the cost of the units it wants to send to Kyiv, calling 

the move a “test of goodwill.” 

His comments came shortly after the Polish government submitted an official request to Berlin to supply Ukraine with 

Leopard 2 tanks. 

The European Union’s top diplomat Josep Borrell said Germany is not blocking the export of Leopard 2 tanks, as Berlin 

faces mounting pressure to supply them to Ukraine and says he is confident the transatlantic military alliance will find a 

solution soon on the delivery of battle tanks to Kyiv. 

Update - Germany Gives Green Light To Send Leopard Tanks To Kyiv²⁸ - Germany has decided to send 

Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine and allow other countries such as Poland to do so, the German magazine Spiegel reported 

on this afternoon.  

Two US officials told Reuters today that the US, in a reversal, also appears to be dropping its opposition to sending M1 

Abrams tanks to Ukraine and an announcement could come as soon as this week. There was no immediate reaction 

from the Pentagon. 

Yesterday the German defense group Rheinmetall said it could deliver 139 Leopard battle tanks to Ukraine if required 

over the next several months. 

The Kremlin, meanwhile, said German tank deliveries to Ukraine would bring "nothing good to the future relationship" 

between Berlin and Moscow. "They will leave a lasting mark," spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on January 24. 

Other allies, in Scandinavia for example, intend to go along with Germany in supplying their Leopard tanks to Kyiv, 

Spiegel reported. In the longer term, more tanks could be restored to be fit for use, according to the magazine. 

Ukraine had demanded battle tanks for the past several months in order to fight Russian forces that have invaded the 

country. 

Comment – Ukraine estimates it will need c300 main battle tanks in order to advance its offensives. It now looks as if 

this will be achieved. 

Dutch to send eight F-35s to Poland¹³ - Eight F-35s from the Royal Netherlands Air Force will leave for Poland at 

the end of January to defend NATO’s Eastern flank. 

Four of the fighter jets will be available for surveillance of NATO’s airspace over Eastern Europe in February and March. 

Two of the F-35s will be used to permanently guard NATO’s airspace, while the other two will remain in reserve. 
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The remaining four fighter jets will be used in a training programme with allies to increase NATO’s presence on the 

eastern flank and promote cooperation between NATO members. 

The fighter jets can take off within minutes to intercept an aircraft, which is necessary, for example, if an aircraft does 

not identify itself or approaches the airspace without permission. 

This is the second time this month that the Netherlands has sent over military personnel to strengthen its military 

presence in the eastern flank of NATO territory. 

On 3 January, the Defence Ministry announced that hundreds of American vehicles would be arriving in Vlissingen, 

southeast of the Netherlands, between January and February before making their way to Eastern Europe. 

“With the eight aircraft, the Netherlands contributes to the defence of NATO’s eastern flank,” the Dutch Defence 

Ministry said in an emailed press release. 

NATO countries are giving Ukraine hundreds of their old howitzers—and replacing them with South 

Korea’s excellent K-9⁹ - NATO’s eastern and northern members have been at the center of the alliance’s effort to 

reequip the Ukrainian army with new and better artillery. 

And there’s a secret ally in this artillery coalition: South Korea, whose own K-9 self-propelled howitzer is replacing older 

guns in the arsenals of many NATO countries—and freeing up those guns for onward delivery to Ukraine. 

Poland, Norway and Estonia all have donated older howitzers to Ukraine while acquiring K9s are replacements. A fourth 

NATO state—Denmark—nearly pursued the same strategy, but opted for new Israeli guns, instead. It’s a choice that has 

drawn some criticism. 

The K-9 is a tracked, self-propelled 

howitzer with German and American 

components and firing NATO-standard 155-millimeter 

rounds. The South Korean Agency for Defense Development developed the 

47-ton gun in the early 1990s and assigned production to a 

constellation of local firms. 

The need was urgent. By the 1980s, the best North Korean howitzers 

fired farther than did South Korea’s own big guns, including a local 

variant of the classic American M-109. 

The M-109, which still is the U.S. Army’s only self-propelled howitzer, is an accurate, reliable weapon—but it lacks 

range owing in large part to its stubby, 39-caliber barrel. The current M-109A7 ranges just 15 miles with conventional 

high-explosive shells. 

Netherlands to send Patriot air defence to Ukraine²⁸ - The Dutch will provide Ukraine with two Patriot missile 

launchers, an undisclosed number of missiles, and training for Ukrainian soldiers to operate the air defence equipment, 

Defence Minister Kajsa Ollongren and Foreign Minister Wopke Hoekstra wrote in a letter to the lower house of 

parliament. On supplying Patriot air defence systems, the Netherlands is “participating in a cooperation project with 

the US and Germany” to supply Ukraine, including with “ammunition, training and parts for maintenance,” Ollongren 

also said during the meeting. 

Sanctions 
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Xi Jinping's China reportedly confronted by US over state-owned companies' links to Putin's war 

effort¹² - President Joe Biden-led administration has reportedly confronted Xi Jinping's government with evidence 

suggesting that some Chinese state-owned companies may be assisting Russia's war effort in Ukraine.  

What Happened: The U.S. is trying to ascertain if Beijing is aware of the non-lethal military and economic assistance 

that the Chinese companies are providing to Russia amid Vladimir Putin's raging war in Ukraine, anonymous people 

familiar with the matter told Bloomberg.  

The sources discussing private deliberations declined to detail the support but said it stops short of wholesale evasion 

of the sanctions Washington and its European allies imposed on Russia after Ukraine's invasion. 

The U.S., raising the matter with their Chinese counterparts, has warned Beijing about the implications of supplying 

material support for Putin's war, the report added.  

Washington is still reviewing the evidence to determine its significance. 

Canada has ‘nothing to announce’ yet on tanks for Ukraine as allies push ahead¹⁴ - Canada’s allies are 

pledging to send tanks to Ukraine, but Prime Minister Justin Trudeau gave no indication Monday morning about 

whether Ottawa will follow suit. 

Nearly a year after Russia’s invasion, most members of the NATO military alliance have said they’re in favour of giving 

Leopard 2 tanks to Kyiv, but Germany has not. 

As a major supplier of the tanks, Germany requires that allies seek permission before re-exporting them to other 

countries, and Berlin has warned against provoking Russia. 

At a news conference Monday morning, Trudeau said Canada is in “regular conversations with Ukrainian leadership” 

about the country’s military needs, but he has “nothing to announce” yet. The Canadian Army has 112 Leopard 2 tanks. 

Russian Mobilization²⁶ 

The Kremlin’s efforts to professionalize the Russian Armed Forces are continuing to generate criticism among 

supporters of new Russian parallel military structures. The UK MoD reported that Chief of Russian General Staff, Army 

General Gerasimov, is attempting to improve deployed troops’ grooming standards and day-to-day discipline in his new 

role as the commander of Russian forces in Ukraine.  

ISW previously assessed that seemingly trivial affairs such as grooming are actually significant as they are a metric for 

the ability of a military unit’s professionalism and overall ability to follow commanders’ orders. Wagner Group financier 

Yevgeny Prigozhin yesterday weighed in on the ongoing debate on grooming stating that he fully supports Chechen 

leader Ramzan Kadyrov’s disapproval of Russian MoD orders for servicemen to shave facial hair.  

Prigozhin claimed his convict forces are fighting better than Russian conventional “guards” (honorary titles that 

designate elite forces) units that follow standardized grooming procedures. Prigozhin then proposed the Russian 

government adopt a law to criminalize “glamorization of the army” — another attempt to assert that his Wagner forces 

are more effective than the conventional Russian military under corrupt MoD management.  

Wagner-affiliated milbloggers amplified his statement. Prigozhin is likely attempting to undermine the authority of the 

Russian MoD’s orders within the domestic information space which will likely further degrade discipline, 

professionalism, and effectiveness of the conventional Russian military. The heated debate over grooming standards in 

the Russian military has taken on an absurd life of its own out of all proportion to its importance. 
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The Russian MoD has been reportedly recruiting prisoners as part of its force-generation campaign in Fall 2022. Russian 

independent outlet Vazhnye Istorii reported Kremlin officials recruited about 100 prisoners into the “Storm” battalion 

in late September and early October. Wagner, in turn, is continuing to produce recruitment advertisements to reinforce 

its units’ primacy using segments from state TV broadcasts about Wagner operations in Ukraine as bait. 

Kremlin officials continued to issue contradictory statements regarding a potential imminent wave of mobilization. 

Russian State Duma member (and member of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s mobilization working group) Dmitry 

Gusev stated mobilized servicemen will be able to return home only when the war ends or when Putin issues an order 

ending mobilization , also stating mobilized servicemen will rotate, implying some may go home or at least back to non-

combat stations for a time while others take their places in the line.   

Another Russian parliamentarian, General Viktor Sobolev, claimed he is confident the Kremlin will not declare the 

second wave of mobilization and has definitively completed its partial mobilization.  

Kremlin Spokesperson Peskov continued to claim the call-up portion of the partial mobilization decree had been 

completed, while other unnamed provisions are still active. He likely referred to the Kremlin’s inability to legally 

terminate the mobilization order without demobilizing all the mobilized reservists in accordance with Russian law, as 

the same order authorizes the call-ups and the retention of mobilized personnel with the military.  

The Kremlin’s consistent need to publicly address the topic of partial mobilization indicates an ongoing concern for 

managing the Russian public’s expectations regarding Kremlin’s force-generation efforts. The Kremlin may appreciate 

the complexity the law introduces, on the other hand, since the requirement to keep the order in place to keep 

mobilized reservists with the active force also allows the MoD to continue crypto-mobilization and more limited call-

ups. 

Sources 

¹ https://www.mil.gov.ua/en/news/2022/09/22/the-total-combat-losses     

² ¯ ⁷  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023  

⁸ https://www.jpost.com/  

⁹ https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2023/01/23/  

¹⁰ https://www.dailymail.co.uk/  

¹¹ https://www.theglobeandmail.com/  

¹² https://www.benzinga.com/  

¹³ ̛ ²⁸ https://www.euractiv.com/  

¹⁴ https://globalnews.ca/news  

¹⁵ ¯ ²⁶ https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-january-23-2023  

²⁷ https://news.yahoo.com/russia-elite-shadow-army-edges-190304315.html  

²⁸ https://www.rferl.org/  
 

 

 

 


