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Conflict Update # 130 

July 24th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key assessments 

Ukrainian officials are increasingly 
acknowledging Ukrainian counteroffensive 

operations in Kherson Oblast. 

The Kremlin is facing mounting (if still very 

limited) domestic dissent from ethnic 

minorities who are disproportionately bearing 

the burden of the Russian war in Ukraine. 

Russian forces attempted limited ground 

assaults northwest of Slovyansk, east of 

Siversk, and south of Bakhmut on July 24. 

Ukrainian strikes have damaged all three 

Russian-controlled bridges leading into 

Kherson City within the past week. 

Russian forces attempted limited ground 

assaults in Kherson Oblast. 

The Kremlin continued constituting 

regional volunteer battalions and is leveraging 

private military companies’ recruitment drives 

to generate combat power. 

Russian occupation authorities continued 

setting conditions for annexation referenda in 

occupied territories and are recruiting Russian 

civilians for reconstruction efforts. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 
Russian forces conducted a limited ground attack northwest of Slovyansk on July 24. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian troops failed to take control of Bohorodychne, 20 km northwest of Slovyansk.  

Russian forces continued artillery strikes on settlements southeast of Izyum along the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border; 

shelled Krasnopillya, Dolyna, Dibrovne, and Adamivka; and struck additional settlements southwest of Izyum around 

Barvinkove. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks east of Siversk on July 24. UGS stated that Russian forces unsuccessfully 

attempted to advance west of Verkhnokamyanka and Bilohorivka toward Verkhnokamyanske, 5 km due east of Siversk. 
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The Russian Ministry of Defense indicated that 

Russian counter-battery fire focused on 

suppressing Ukrainian firing points to the east of 

Siversk, which is consistent with Ukrainian reports 

of continued Russian artillery fire on settlements in 

the area between the Luhansk Oblast border and 

Siversk. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks south of 

Bakhmut on July 24. UGS reported that Russian 

troops are continuing to fight for control of the 

Vuhledar Power Plant and Novoluhanske and that 

Russian forces failed to advance from Roty to 

Semihirya, about 20 km southeast of Bakhmut.  

UGS noted that Russian forces are trying to create 

favorable conditions to capture the Vuhledar 

Power Plant. Previous Russian attempts to advance 

from south of Bakhmut have largely been stymied 

by the water features in the Svitlodarsk area, which 

indicates that Russian forces likely hope to gain a 

foothold on the northern bank of the Vuhlehirske 

Reservoir and advance northward on Bakhmut 

across relatively even cross-country terrain. 

Russian forces did not make any confirmed ground 

attacks toward Avdiivka and fired on Ukrainian 

positions along the Avdiivka-Donetsk city frontline. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian 

forces did not conduct any ground assaults and 

continued to conduct air and artillery strikes along 

the Kharkiv City Axis on July 24. Russian forces 

conducted airstrikes on Verkhnii Saltiv and Mospanove, approximately 55 km southeast of Kharkiv City, and launched 

tube and rocket artillery strikes on Kharkiv City and settlements to the north, northeast, and southeast on July 24. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Ukrainian strikes have damaged all three Russian-controlled bridges leading 

into Kherson City within the past week as of July 24. Ukrainian forces struck the bridge over the dam at the Nova Kakhova 

Hydroelectric Power Plant on July 24, damaging the road but still allowing passenger vehicles to cross the bridge.  

Russian sources claimed that Ukraine used HIMARS to strike the bridge and reported that repairs to the bridge are already 

underway. Footage from July 23 shows passenger vehicles navigating around holes left on the Antonivskyi Bridge, 

suggesting that the damage to the free-standing Antonivskyi Bridge may be more complex to repair than the Nova 

Kakhova bridge. 

Ukrainian partisans blew up a Russian-controlled railway near Novobohdanivka, Zaporizhia Oblast, 30 km north of 

Melitopol, overnight on July 23-24. Geolocated images of the aftermath show splits in a rail juncture in Novobohdanivka 

that cuts off Vasylivka and Tokmak, Zaporizhia Oblast from the main rail line to Melitpool.  
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Ukrainian officials reported that Russian 

forces use the rail line to transport 

equipment and personnel from Melitopol 

towards Vasylivka and Tokmak. 

Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate 

(GUR) released an urgent message on July 

23 calling on civilians in occupied 

Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast, and the 

surrounding areas to provide details on 

Russians and their movements in 

Enerhodar.  

The GUR report specifically asked residents 

for addresses and geolocated coordinates 

of Russian forces’ housing and deployment 

points, Russian ground lines of 

communication, residences of local 

occupation authorities, and the 

biographical details including names, 

addresses, and places of employment of all 

Russian collaborators and sympathizers. 

Russian forces attempted limited ground 

assaults in Kherson Oblast on July 24. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 

Russian ground assaults in the Sukhy 

Stavok–Andriivka and Bruskinskye–

Bilohirka directions near the Ukrainian 

bridgehead on the Inhulets River south of 

Davydiv Brid.  

It is unlikely the fighting around the bridgehead is part of or directly countering the main Ukrainian counteroffensive 

effort. Russian forces reportedly used more S-300 anti-air missiles to strike ground targets in Mykolaiv City.  

A fire broke out at an oil depot north of Snihurivka, where Russian forces have previously conducted strikes. Russian 

forces continued shelling along the entire line of contact. Ukrainian counterbattery fire struck a battery of Russian S-300 

launchers, reportedly with HIMARS, near Zelenotropynske, Kherson Oblast. Footage and images of the area from Russian 

and Ukrainian sources shows two destroyed S-300 launchers. Ukrainian Mayor of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov reported that 

Ukrainian forces also struck the Russian-occupied Melitopol airfield overnight on July 23-24 and that Russian forces are 

unsuccessfully trying to restore the airfield. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - The Kremlin continues to constitute regionally-based volunteer 

battalions for deployment to Ukraine. Artem Vikharev, Military Commissar of the Cherepovets Raion of Vologda Oblast, 

announced on July 20 that Vologda Oblast is forming a combat battalion.  

The Vologda battalion is likely an artillery battalion. Vikharev stated that the volunteers will be sent to unspecified artillery 

units that are being formed in Luga, Leningrad Oblast. Luga hosts a large artillery training ground and the base of the 9th 

Guards Artillery Brigade (of the 6th Combined Arms Army).  
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Russian State Duma Member Maria 

Butina announced on July 13 that 

Kirov Oblast is forming the “Vyatka” 

volunteer battalion, which has 

reportedly been almost entirely 

assembled as of July 9. It is unclear 

whether the “Vyatka” Battalion has 

deployed to a training ground or to 

Ukraine as of this publication. ISW 

has updated its map of Russian 

federal subjects generating 

“volunteer” units accordingly. 

Russian military leadership is 

leveraging recruitment drives 

carried out by private military 

companies (PMCs) to generate 

combat power. Russian Tyumen 

Oblast-based news outlet 72ru 

reported that the Wagner Group 

PMC was actively recruiting 

residents of Tyumen Oblast for 

deployment to Ukraine on year-long 

contracts as early as July 9.  

This is consistent with a report by independent Latvia-based Russian language newspaper Meduza that stated that 

Wagner Group units are increasingly acting as the primary “strike groups” of the Russian Armed Forces and are being 

“rented out” to forward-deployed Russian units. Meduza reported that the Russian Ministry of Defense previously 

ordered certain Wagner Group detachments to re-deploy to Ukraine from locations in Syria, Libya, and elsewhere in 

Africa and that the involvement of the Wagner Group in the capture of Popansa has increased their popularity, and likely 

their ability to galvanize recruitment. Meduza also noted that other PMC elements, such groups formed under the 

auspices of the “Redoubt” PMC were rapidly constituted and are largely comprised of former soldiers and “blacklisted” 

officers. 

Activity in Russian-occupied - Russian occupation officials continued setting conditions for referenda to integrate 

occupied Ukrainian territories into the Russian Federation. Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reported on July 24 that 

Russian forces to plan to hold pseudo-referenda in occupied Ukrainian territories in early September, which is consistent 

with ISW’s assessment of the Kremlin’s potential annexation timeline.  Kherson Oblast Administration Advisor Serhiy 

Khlan reported on July 23 that Russian occupation authorities are accepting applications for a seven-person election 

commission for a referendum in Kherson Oblast. 

Russian authorities are seeking to leverage domestic Russian labor to “reconstruct” destroyed areas of Ukraine. Tyumen 

Oblast news outlet 72ru reported on June 24 that Russian officials are recruiting Tyumen Oblast citizens to reconstruct 

civilian infrastructure in Donbas territories. 72ru reported that Russian officials are offering Tyumen residents up to 

200,000 rubles for employee rotations of 30 or 60 days. The report stated that the recruiting company Stroykom will only 

accept men without criminal records and will pay for travel, accommodation, and meals. 
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Ukraine destroys another Russian weapons site - Amid reports that Ukraine’s counteroffensive has regained 

villages in the Russian-occupied Kherson region in the south of the country, Ukraine destroyed another Russian military 

supply point and ammunition depot. 

The Southern Command killed 54 Russian troops and destroyed three Russian T-62 tanks, three “Grad” MRLS, one Msta-

B howitzer, and armored and military vehicles. 

Ukraine strikes military center - Ukraine's army inflicted a devastating blow on Russian forces in the Donbas 

yesterday when they targeted the courthouse in Lysychansk with a HIMARS artillery attack, where the 6th regiment from 

Russia's second army corps had set up their headquarters. The strike is reported to have killed at least 50 officers and 

soldiers. Anton Gerashchenko, an advisor to the Ukrainian Interior Ministry, tweeted: "Ukrainian Army made a high-

precision hit with HIMARS on a court building in occupied Lysychansk where about 50 high-profile Russian military were 

at that moment. This was confirmed by intelligence and head of Luhansk Military Administration." 

Ukraine strikes Russian military 

positions near a nuclear power 

plant - In video footage and images 

shared on Telegram this week, 

Ukrainian soldiers demonstrate how 

they struck Russian positions in 

Enerhodar using Warmate loitering 

munitions. The strikes are unnervingly 

close to the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power 

Plant, which the Russians took control 

of in March. 

The power plant remains in operation 

by Ukrainian staff members, but the 

Russian military remains in control of the site. Russian forces are also reportedly using the site to store weapons and 

military equipment, knowing that strikes on the site of the nuclear power plant are unlikely to occur. 

In a series of photographs, the remains of at least two Ukrainian Polish-made Warmate loitering munitions can be seen 

on the ground in Enerhodar. While the target was not specified, the munitions appear to have detonated correctly. 

Ukraine is now on the offensive trying to retake a key city - On day 149 of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the 

Russian military is still looking for a breakthrough in the Donbas as the Ukrainian forces are getting ready to retake a 

major city. 

In its daily estimate of the war, the British Ministry of Defense focused on the situation in the south, where the Ukrainian 

military is preparing for a push toward Kherson. 

The Ukrainian counteroffensive in the southern axis of advance began a few days after the Russian forces launched their 

renewed offensive in the Donbas in early May. Since then, the Ukrainians have slowly but steadily gained ground in the 

direction of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia. Now, it seems, the Ukrainians are poised to pounce. 

“In the last 48 hours, heavy fighting has been taking place as Ukrainian forces have continued their offensive against 

Russian forces in Kherson Oblast, west of the River Dnipro,” the British Military Intelligence assessed. 
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“Russia is likely attempting to slow the Ukrainian attack using artillery fire along the natural barrier of the Ingulets River, 

a tributary of the Dnipro. Simultaneously, the supply lines of the Russian force west of the Dnipro are increasingly at risk,” 

the British Ministry of Defense added. 

Russian Casualties - The Ukrainian Ministry of Defense claimed that as of Saturday, Ukrainian forces have killed 

approximately 39,240 Russian troops (and wounded approximately thrice that number), destroyed 221 fighter, attack, 

and transport jets, 188 attack and transport helicopters, 1,708 tanks, 864 artillery pieces, 3,929 armored personnel 

carriers and infantry fighting vehicles, 253 Multiple Launch Rocket Systems (MLRS), 15 boats and cutters, 2,820 vehicles 

and fuel tanks, 113 anti-aircraft batteries, 714 tactical unmanned aerial systems, 72 special equipment platforms, such 

as bridging vehicles, and four mobile Iskander ballistic missile systems, and 167 cruise missiles shot down by the Ukrainian 

air defenses. 

A Ukraine battalion commander says that Russian shelling in the Kharkiv region diminished by more than 

90% after Ukrainian forces used a US-supplied medium-range rocket system to demolish an ammunition depot. 

Bohdan Dmytruk, who heads Ukraine’s 93rd Mechanized Brigade, said the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System 

(HIMARS) struck the Russian depot in Izyum, southeast of Kharkiv city. 

Dmytruk said, “We have about one guy suffer a concussion every week now. Before the HIMARS hit, it was about two to 

three a day because of the intensity of the shelling. 

”Tell Us Where Russian Troops Are Living, Ukraine Tells Citizens in Key Region - Ukraine's defence ministry 

on Saturday urged citizens in a key area seized by Russia to reveal where Moscow's troops were living and who among 

the local population was collaborating with the occupying authorities. 

The statement by the ministry's defence intelligence directorate was aimed at people in and around the southern city of 

Enerhodar, which is home to a major nuclear power station. 

"Please let us know as a matter of urgency the exact location of the occupying troops' bases and their residential 

addresses ... and the places of residence of the commanding staff," it said, adding that exact coordinates were desirable. 

It also asked for details "of local collaborators who went over to the side of the enemy", including where they lived and 

worked, as well as information about "people who 'sympathise' with the occupiers". 

The intelligence directorate's appeal - published on Telegram - also asked for the routes that Russian military equipment 

was using in Enerhodar. 

"Together, let's kick the occupants out of our homeland!" it said, adding people could either call in details or provide 

them via the WhatsApp or Signal instant messaging apps. 

Impacts 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative investments in Russia have fallen to zero for the first time, as Beijing 

detaches itself from Moscow economically over Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Beijing made no new deals with Russian entities in the first half of 2022, reported the Green Finance and Development 

Center of Shanghai’s Fudan University. Russia and China signed BRI deals worth about $2bn in 2021. 

Chinese financial institutions and corporations have been withdrawing from Russia since the invasion of February 24. In 

early June, telecommunications giant Huawei has begun closing retail outlets in Russia amid a drop in demand and a 

shortage of products in warehouses. 
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China 

China on alert for Evergrande restructuring plan after shakeup - China Evergrande Group, once the country’s 

largest real estate firm, previously said it was on track to deliver a preliminary restructuring plan by the end of July. That 

leaves mere days for the builder with about $300 billion of liabilities, just as a shakeup stirs fresh uncertainties. 

The group said Friday that Chief Executive Officer Xia Haijun was forced to resign amid a company probe into how 13.4 

billion yuan ($2 billion) of deposits were used as security for third parties to obtain bank loans, which some borrowers 

then failed to pay back. Chief Financial Officer Pan Darong was also made to step down. 

Siu Shawn, an executive director, will take over as CEO. Siu said that the firm has reached “basic consensus” on debt 

restructuring principles with multiple major global creditors, according to a Friday report by 21st Century Business Herald. 

The company rocked markets late last year when it defaulted on dollar-bond payments after liquidity scares that began 

in 2020. Contagion from that shock has dragged Chinese offshore junk notes, most of which come from property firms, 

deeper into distress. Meanwhile, Evergrande’s creditors have been left with little detailed indication of how much they 

may recover, in what would be one of the nation’s largest-ever debt restructurings. 

As important as any clarity on that would be, though, there’s much more at stake. Money managers and policy makers 

are bound to see the Evergrande restructuring as an important precedent for dealing with ever-expanding defaults and 

restructurings in China’s real estate industry, which accounts for about a quarter of the world’s second biggest economy. 

As risks build, the government has been ramping up support for the sector, just months away from a once-in-five-years 

Communist Party meeting where Xi is expected to seek a third term. 

What began as a downturn in the housing market sparked by a government crackdown on developers’ excessive 

borrowing and real estate speculation in 2020 has snowballed in recent weeks into unprecedented loan boycotts from 

angry homebuyers and suppliers. Liquidity crunches have prompted developers to stall many projects across the country 

and leave fees unpaid. In one example of how this is all cascading, a group of small businesses and suppliers that said 

they’d stop paying their own debts blamed Evergrande for leaving them out of pocket. 

As angst in China’s real estate and credit markets spreads, Evergrande’s next steps will be scrutinized all the more. The 

builder urged patience and asked investors not to take aggressive action during a call in March. But unresolved issues 

have only grown since. Adding to challenges posed by unfinished housing projects and delayed financial results, the 

company also recently suffered its first rejection from local creditors to extend a bond payment -- a development that 

may result in a landmark onshore default. 

Grain exports 

What grain deal? Russia fires missiles on Odesa - Less than 12 hours after signing a deal to lift its blockade of 

Ukraine’s grain exports, Russia fired missiles on the Black Sea port city of Odesa on Saturday. 

The Russians launched four Kalibr cruise missiles. Two were downed by Ukrainian defenses, while two struck the city of 

about 1 million people. Video showed one exploding close to the seafront, behind rows of containers and not far from a 

docked vessel. 

“Unfortunately there are wounded. The port’s infrastructure was damaged,” said Odesa region governor Maksym 

Marchenko. 

The strikes hit a pumping station, said Serhii Bratchuk, spokesman for the Odesa military administration. He said the grain 

storage area, holding part of the 25 million tons of grain blocked by the Russians, was not affected. 
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The international community joined the criticism and concern. A UN spokesperson said: The Secretary General 

unequivocally condemns reported strikes today in the Ukrainian port of Odesa. Yesterday, all parties made clear 

commitments on the global stage to ensure the safe movement of Ukrainian grain and related products to global markets. 

These products are desperately needed to address the global food crisis and ease the suffering of millions of people in 

need around the globe. 

Russia says strike on Ukrainian port hit military targets - Russian defense officials insisted that an airstrike on 

the Ukrainian port of Odessa hit only military targets, but the attack tested an agreement on resuming grain shipments 

that the two countries signed less than a day before the assault. 

Long-range missiles destroyed a docked Ukrainian warship and a warehouse holding Harpoon anti-ship missiles supplied 

by the U.S., Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said at a daily briefing. 

Speaking late Saturday in his nightly televised address, Ukrainian President Zelenskyy said the attack on Odesa “destroyed 

the very possibility” of dialogue with Russia. 

Under the grain-shipment agreement obtained by The Associated Press, both Kyiv and Moscow agreed not to target 

vessels and port facilities involved in the initiative, including the ports of Odesa, Chernomorsk and Yuzhny. 

The Ukrainian military said the attack involved four cruise missiles, two of which were shot down by Ukrainian air 

defenses. Command spokeswoman Nataliya Humenyuk said no grain storage facilities were hit. Turkey’s defense 

minister, however, said he had had reports from Ukrainian authorities that one missile struck a grain silo while another 

landed nearby, although neither affected loading at Odesa’s docks. 

‘He simply cannot be trusted:’ World leaders slam Putin’s attack on Odesa following sea corridor deal  

World leaders swiftly condemned the Russian missile strike on a Ukrainian port, a dramatic revelation amid a U.N.-

brokered deal that secured a sea corridor for grains and other foodstuff exports. 

A day prior, representatives from the U.N., Turkey, Russia and Ukraine signed an agreement to reopen three Ukrainian 

ports, an apparent breakthrough as the Kremlin’s war on its ex-Soviet neighbor marches into its fifth month. 

The deal, signed in Istanbul and set to be implemented in the next few weeks, follows a months-long blockade of dozens 

of Ukrainian ports sprinkled along the Sea of Azov and the Black Sea. 

The strike on Odessa, Ukraine’s largest port, illustrates yet another anxious turn in fruitless efforts to mitigate a mounting 

global food crisis. 

Putin 

Putin's army is guzzling gas and Russians are stuck vacationing at home - A gas-guzzling army and a boom in 

summer driving is ramping up domestic demand for oil in Russia and leading to a sharp drop in exports to Asia, according 

to energy consultancy Kpler. 

Russian oil production stood at around 10.8 million barrels per day in July, data shared with Insider by Kpler showed — 

the highest level since Russia invaded Ukraine in late February. 

Production initially dropped from 11 million barrels a day in February to 10 million in April as the war and resulting 

sanctions rocked Russia's economy. However, India and China quickly stepped up their purchases of the country's crude, 

which has been trading at a discount on international markets. 
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An impending European Union ban on Russian oil imports is likely to cause its output to fall by more than 1 million barrels 

per day before the end of 2022, analysts say. 

Many Russian airlines have been banned from flying over Europe, severely limiting foreign vacations for the sanctioned 

country's residents. That's led to a boom in trips at home, which has caused demand for motor and jet fuel to soar, 

according to Kpler analyst Viktor Katona. 

"There's just insanely strong domestic demand," Katona told Insider. "Russians can barely fly anywhere, so basically 

they're traveling all around the country." 

Katona said the Russian war machine — now into its fifth month of a brutal war in Ukraine — is also pushing domestic 

consumption higher. 

"Every single tank, every single airplane — you name it, all the military equipment is running on diesel, effectively," 

Katona said. 

A May report by S&P Global Commodities Insights estimated the invasion might be consuming almost 6% of the diesel 

coming out of Russian refineries. 

Containment 

NATO conducts naval exercise in Black Sea amid Ukraine war - NATO ships took part in exercise Breeze in the 

Black Sea amid the war in Ukraine. Breeze is designed to enhance the interoperability of the participating units and 

strengthen cooperation by practicing different warfare techniques in a multi-dimensional scenario. 

Multinational participating forces and their crews were tested in a wide range of warfare tactics focusing on regional 

security. The exercise took place in the Bulgarian port of Varna which is near the Ukrainian city of Odesa currently under 

siege by the Russian navy. At least 390 soldiers from eleven countries took part in the exercise. 

The exercise which started this week will take place in and around the cities of Burgas and Varna until July 25. 

It will reportedly include 24 warships including planes and helicopters from ten NATO member countries including 

Albania, Belgium, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania and Turkey. 

Top U.S. delegation visits Kyiv, vows to ensure continuing support - A senior U.S. Congressional delegation met 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv on Saturday and promised to try to ensure continued support in the war 

against Russia. 

The delegation – which included Representative Adam Smith, chair of the House Armed Services Committee – is the latest 

in a series of high-profile American visitors to Ukraine. 

“The United States, along with allies and partners around the world, have stood with Ukraine by providing economic, 

military, and humanitarian assistance,” the delegation said in a statement. 

“We will continue to seek ways to support President Zelenskyy and the Ukrainian people as effectively as possible as they 

continue their brave stand,” they added. 

Lawmakers want US military advisers sent to Ukraine - The Biden administration should allow the Pentagon to 

deploy U.S. military advisers to Ukraine to help coordinate the billions of dollars of arms flowing into the country and to 

keep better tabs on the weapons, members of a bipartisan congressional delegation visiting Kyiv said Saturday.  

"I think we should do more," Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., the first Green Beret elected to Congress, told Fox News after 

meeting Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.  
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"That said," Waltz continued, "it should come with appropriate safeguards, with appropriate oversight and the only way 

we can get that oversight is to actually have some advisors in Ukraine helping their military with the planning and 

logistics." 

Asked if that includes sending U.S. military personnel to Ukraine, Waltz said it might.  

"It could be contracted, it could be civilian, but it could be military as well," Waltz said. Those advisers running logistics 

and weapons transfers are currently deployed to Germany and Poland.  

Rep. Mikie Sherrill, D-N.J., also traveled to Ukraine Saturday as part of the delegation. She signaled her support for a 

larger American presence on the ground as well. 

"It would be good to have a logistics officer here to make sure that we understand and track the weaponry that we're 

sending," Sherrill told Fox News. 

Humanitarian 

Victims of war crimes in Ukraine have an unprecedented chance to seek justice - Many survivors of atrocities 

may not be aware of the legal intricacies involved in holding perpetrators to account, or how long this journey may take, 

but they immediately understand the importance of seeking justice. Unless the perpetrators are held to account, they 

say, they can’t turn the page. Using justice mechanisms to punish those who commit atrocity crimes is neither easy nor 

quick but, most importantly, it is impossible without the survivors themselves. 

Now, Ukrainian survivors of horrendous crimes committed during the Russian invasion have a unique and unprecedented 

opportunity to pursue justice on multiple fronts. The Ukrainian prosecutors have opened thousands of cases, and the 

office of the prosecutor of the international criminal court, supported by dozens of ICC member countries, moved swiftly 

to launch an investigation. 

Ukrainians can also file criminal complaints in many other countries under the principle of universal jurisdiction, which 

allows countries to prosecute the most serious crimes regardless of where they have been committed or the 

perpetrator’s nationality. This principle has been developing since the Second World War as a mechanism to pursue 

justice for the survivors of mass atrocities. There are more than 150 other countries where cases can be brought under 

this principle – but so far, only a handful, mainly in western Europe, have used it. 

It has never been simple. Legal requirements for bringing cases under universal jurisdiction principles vary and often 

require the presence of the perpetrator or some other “link” to the country. Foreign prosecutors are sometimes reluctant 

to open investigations, knowing that they may not have access to countries where crimes have been committed and will 

receive no cooperation from the authorities. The witnesses and victims may be far away, making it difficult to put a case 

together. And finally, the political will to go after members of the foreign military forces or officials is often lacking. 

A new wave of migration is coming - s if defeating Russian aggression was not enough of a challenge, Europe now 

also faces rapidly rising new “waves” of undocumented asylum seekers. Given the sociopolitical upheavals that ensued 

after 1 million refugees, mostly Syrians, arrived on Europe’s shores in 2015, the EU and UK might be expected to be better 

prepared this time. 

The cumulative human impacts of the climate emergency also shape the overall migration picture. But right now, it’s the 

threat to food supplies posed by Putin’s Black Sea blockade, and resulting shortages, price inflation and instability, that 

is the big new factor. For Putin, migration, like energy and food, is a weapon of war to aim at Europe’s heart. 
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Ukrainian refugees - The UNHCR says 3.7 million Ukrainian refugees have received temporary protection status in the 

European Union. In a new report released Friday, the UNHCR cited that 3.7 million Ukrainians have registered for 

Temporary Protection or similar national protection schemes in Europe. 

Geopolitics 

Lapid warns Russia: Jewish Agency closure would be ‘grave event’ with impact on ties - Prime Minister Yair 

Lapid warned Russia on Sunday against shuttering the offices of the Jewish Agency in the country, saying such steps 

would be a “grave event” that would negatively affect the diplomatic ties between Jerusalem and Moscow. 

Lapid’s overt warning to Moscow came in response to recent steps by Russian authorities against the quasi-governmental 

Israeli organization, which is tasked with facilitating and encouraging Jewish immigration to Israel. Last week, the Russian 

Justice Ministry officially called for the “dissolution” of the Jewish Agency’s activities in Russia, claiming the organization 

had violated a number of local laws. 

Israel, however, believes that these steps are not due to legal issues but rather are a form of retaliation by Moscow 

against Jerusalem for its support of Ukraine. 

Lavrov visits Cairo as Russia attempts to break diplomatic isolation - Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov discussed 

Ukraine with Egypt's President el-Sissi and Foreign Minister Shoukry at the outset of his wider Africa tour on Sunday. 

The trip aims to ease Russia's diplomatic isolation amid the war on Ukraine. 

Lavrov also met the secretary general of the Arab League and addressed members of the organization during his one-day 

trip to Cairo. He is then due to travel to Ethiopia, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo, countries which have 

recently seen strained relations with the West. 

The tour comes just one week after US President Joe Biden conducted his first tour to the Middle East. He visited Israel, 

the Palestinian Territories and Saudi Arabia, where he met with leaders of the Gulf countries, Egypt, Iraq and Jordan. 

The Russian war on Ukraine has caused a significant divide between Russia and Western countries. 

Geomilitary (our term) 

Researchers say Chinese-made GPS device presents cyberattack risks - Security experts say a popular Chinese-

made automobile tracking device presents a serious risk of cyberattacks. The device, manufactured by Shenzen-based 

MiCODUS, is used by people worldwide to protect their vehicles from being stolen. 

The MV720 device costs less than $25, BitSight says. 

BitSight told The Associated Press it had tried since September to communicate with representatives of MiCODUS to 

discuss the security risks it had identified. It said those attempts were not successful. BitSight said the U.S. agency 

investigating the device, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), joined its efforts to communicate 

with MiCODUS in April. 

The Associated Press emailed MiCODUS about the matter but reported it did not receive an answer. 

CISA said in a statement that it did not know about “any active exploitation” of the vulnerabilities. 

GPS trackers are used worldwide to follow vehicle groupings, from trucks to school buses to military vehicles. The devices 

also act as security to prevent vehicles from getting lost or stolen. 



 

12 
 

BitSight said its research found that among the customers were a major energy company and an aerospace company and 

national militaries in South America and Eastern Europe. Others included a nuclear power plant operator and a national 

law enforcement agency in Western Europe. BitSight did not name any of the companies. Countries with the most users 

included Brazil, Mexico, Spain and Russia. 

Richard Clarke is a former top U.S. cybersecurity official. He told the AP that while he does not believe the device was 

designed to be “used maliciously by the Chinese government,” that remains a possibility. 

Clarke said the threat is real because Chinese companies are required by law to follow their government’s orders. “You 

just wonder, how often are we going to find these things that are infrastructure – where there’s a potential for Chinese 

abuse – and the users don’t know?” Clarke said. 

China more aggressive, dangerous to U.S., allies – General Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said "The 

Chinese military, in the air and at sea, have become significantly more and noticeably more aggressive in this particular 

region," he said. 

“The number of intercepts by Chinese aircraft and ships in the Pacific region with U.S. and other partner forces has 

increased significantly over that time, and the number of unsafe interactions has risen by similar proportions.” 

“The message is the Chinese military, in the air and at sea, have become significantly more and noticeably more 

aggressive in this particular region,” said Milley, who recently asked his staff to compile details about interactions 

between China and the U.S. and others in the region. 

His comments came as the U.S. redoubles its efforts to strengthen its relationships with Pacific nations as a 

counterbalance to China, which is trying to expand its presence and influence in the region. The Biden administration 

considers China its “pacing threat” and America’s primary long-term security challenge. 

China to invade Taiwan? - U.S. military officials have raised alarms about the possibility that China could invade 

Taiwan, the democratic, self-ruled island that Beijing views as a breakaway province. China has stepped up its military 

provocations against Taiwan as it looks to intimidate it into unifying with the communist mainland. 

U.S. military officials have said Beijing wants to be ready to make a move on the island by 2027. The U.S. remains Taiwan’s 

chief ally and supplier of defense weapons. U.S. law requires the government to treat all threats to the island as matters 

of “grave concern,” but remains ambiguous on whether the U.S. military would defend Taiwan if it were attacked by 

China. 

China’s top military officer, Gen. Li Zuocheng told Milley in a July 7 call that Beijing had “no room for compromise” on 

issues such as Taiwan. He said he told Milley that the U.S. must “cease U.S.-Taiwan military collusion and avoid impacting 

China-U.S. ties and stability in the Taiwan Strait.” 

The U.S. and others are also worried that a recent security agreement that Beijing signed in April with the Solomon Islands 

could lead to the establishment of a Chinese naval base in the South Pacific. The U.S. and Australia have told the Solomon 

Islands that hosting a Chinese military base would not be tolerated. 

“This is an area in which China is trying to do outreach for their own purposes. And again, this is concerning because 

China is not doing it just for benign reasons,” Milley told reporters traveling with him. “They’re trying to expand their 

influence throughout the region. And that has potential consequences that are not necessarily favorable to our allies and 

partners in the region.” 

Milley’s visit to Indonesia is the first by a U.S. joint chiefs chairman since Adm. Mike Mullen in 2008. But U.S. leaders have 

crisscrossed the Asia-Pacific in recent months, including high-profile visits by Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken. 
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Eye on LAC, China plans to build highway through India-claimed Aksai Chin - Amidst the protracted over two-

year-long border standoff with India, China is building a new highway near the Line of Actual Control (LAC) that will run 

through the disputed territory of Aksai Chin and the existing flashpoints in Eastern Ladakh. 

The move by China has caught the attention of the Indian defence and security establishment who are keenly following 

the development. 

The planned highway will connect Xinjiang province with Tibet. While the road link will enhance China’s strategic 

connectivity in the region, it will cause concerns to India, the South China Morning Post had reported. 

Being referred to as the G695 national expressway, the highway is part of China’s newly unveiled national programme. 

Essentially, the programme aims to build 345 new infrastructure projects, totaling 4,61,000km of highway and motorway, 

by 2035. 

The highway will give China another access point to quickly mobilize and move troops to forward locations at the LAC 

when required. It will also ensure smoother logistics management for the troops of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 

posted along the LAC. 

Sources in the Indian defence and security establishment said that they have seen the reports and are monitoring the 

developments. They said the highway is part of the larger infrastructure build up that China is doing along and near the 

LAC. However, they pointed out that India has also ramped up its border infrastructure build up which includes new roads 

and tunnels besides others which eases life of border villages and swift movement of military personnel. 

G695 will be the second highway that China has built in the Aksai-Chin region, after G219 was completed by 1955. The 

decision to build G695 culminates long standing discussion and dialogue in China to enhance its connectivity across the 

strategically important locations of the LAC. 

According to the report, the proposed highway is supposed to “run through southern Tibet’s Cona county – which lies 

immediately north of the disputed India-Tibet border demarcated by the Line of Actual Control (LAC).” It will also pass 

through Kamba county, where China holds an important military camp, as well as Gyirong county near the Nepal border. 

While concrete details remain unclear, the highway may also reach areas that have been the central flash points of the 

more than 24-month India-China border standoff — Hot Springs, Depsang Plains, and the Galwan Valley. It was at the 

Galwan Valley where soldiers from both India and China clashed in 2020, leading to deaths on both sides. 

Comment: War Updates has previously reported on the conflict between India and China and the LAC control points and 

flashes. 


