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Conflict Update # 112 

July 6th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Russian Ministry of Defense has 

not claimed any territorial gains since July 

3, supporting the assessment that  Russian 

forces are conducting an operational 

pause while still engaging in limited 

ground attacks to set conditions for more 

significant offensive operations. 

The Kremlin continues to prepare for 

a protracted war by setting conditions for 

crypto-mobilization of the economy and 

largely initiating an operational pause in 

Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted offensive 

operations northwest and east of 

Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

push westward toward Siversk from the 

Luhansk-Donetsk oblast border. 

Russian forces continued attempts to 

advance toward Bakhmut from the south. 

Russian forces conducted limited 

ground attacks north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces conducted 
unsuccessful ground assaults in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces may be setting 

conditions for a counteroffensive toward Kherson City. 

Russian forces may be forming a new military unit in Mulino, Nizhny Novgorod Oblast. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued offensive 

operations southeast of Izyum and west of Lyman toward Slovyansk on July 6. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported 

that Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to advance from Dovhenke to Mazanivka, about 20 km northwest of 

Slovyansk along the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border.  
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The UK Ministry of Defense noted that Russian forces have 

likely advanced 5 km toward Slovyansk along the E40 

highway and are now within 16 km north of Slovyansk itself, 

which is consistent with ISW’s current control-of-terrain 

assessments. NASA Fire Information for Resource 

Management (FIRMS) data also shows a cluster of fires 

around Raihorodok, indicating that Russian forces are likely 

continuing to conduct strikes east of Slovyansk to set 

conditions for westward advances from the Lyman area. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations toward 

Siversk from west of Lysychansk and the Luhansk Oblast 

border on July 6. Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy 

Haidai stated that Russian and Ukrainian troops continue to 

fight near Lysychansk along the Luhansk Oblast border.  

UGS also stated that Russian forces unsuccessfully fought 

around Spirne (15 km southeast of Siversk), 

Verkhnokamyanske (5 km east of Siversk), Hryhorvika 

(10km northeast of Siversk), and Bilohorivka (15 km 

northeast of Siversk). Russian forces reportedly conducted 

artillery and air strikes south of Siversk around Zvanivka, 

Vesele, and Vyimka. NASA FIRMS data confirms these 

reports and shows fires near the Luhansk-Donetsk Oblast 

border to the south and east of Siversk on July 6. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks south of 

Bakhmut on July 6. UGS stated that Ukrainian troops 

repelled attempted Russian advances in the direction of 

Myronivka-Luhanske, Holmivskyi-Novoluhanske, and 

Vershyna, all south of Bakhmut and near the critical E40 or 

T0513 highways that run north into Bakhmut. Residents of 

Bakhmut observed direct Russian artillery strikes on the 

city, indicating that Russian forces are continuing to set 

conditions to launch an assault on the city itself. 
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Russian forces in the Donetsk City area continued to fire on Ukrainian positions along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line of 

contact but did not make any confirmed advances on July 6. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

offensive operations in northwestern  

Kherson Oblast and are continuing to fire 

artillery throughout the Southern Axis to 

repel Ukrainian counteroffensives. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces stopped Russian assaults in 

the direction of Lozove, on the eastern bank 

of the Inhulets River and the Kherson-

Mykolaiv Oblast border.  

FIRMS’ remotely sensed data showed a high 

number of fires along the Kherson-Mykolaiv 

and Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border. 

Geolocated footage showed Ukrainian and 

Russian forces engaged in artillery fire near 

Snihurivka and Andriivka on the Kherson-

Mykolaiv Oblast border. The Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command added that 

Russian forces launched missile strikes on 

residential infrastructure in Nechayane 

(approximately 33 km west of Mykolaiv 

City), but Russian Telegram channels 

claimed that Russian missiles struck 

Ukrainian positions. 

Ukrainian forces continue to set conditions 

for a counteroffensive on Kherson City. 

Geolocated satellite imagery showed that 

Ukrainian forces struck Russian positions 

around the Kherson City International Airport in the Chornobaivka area. Kherson Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Khlan 

reported that Ukrainian forces also struck a Russian ammunition depot in Kherson City’s railway station on July 5. 

Ukrainian Advisor to the Internal Affairs Minister Anton Gerashchenko published social media footage showing that 

Russian forces installed countermeasures against precision-guided munitions around the Kerch Bridge. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian forces began accumulating military equipment at the 1st 

Guards Tank Army training ground in Mulino, Nizhny Novgorod Oblast, likely to support the formation of a new military 

unit. Ukraine’s Conflict Intelligence Team (CIT) observed Russian military vehicles (presumably taken out of storage) 

heading towards Mulino over the past few weeks.  

CIT added that an unnamed Russian military source claimed that Russian military commanders are forming a 3rd Army 

Corps in Mulino, but it is unclear if the Russians are creating a 3rd Corps within the Russian Ground Forces proper or 

integrating the new unit with existing LNR and DNR 1st and 2nd Army Corps or some other organization. The Russian 

Ground Forces command structure does not currently have a regular corps echelon--it retains isolated corps associated 
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with some fleets and in Kaliningrad.  CIT noted that such evidence supports former Kyiv Oblast Administration Head 

Oleksandr Pavlyuk’s reports that Russian forces are forming a 15,500-person-strong 3rd Army Corps within the Western 

Military District (WMD). ISW cannot independently verify CIT or Pavlyuk’s statements, but Russian Defense Minister 

Sergey Shoigu had previously announced plans to create 12 new WMD units of unspecified echelon on May 20. 

Russian forces continue to face personnel generation and covert mobilization challenges. Director of Rochan Consulting 

Konrad Muzyka cited Finnish outlet Yle, which noted that the Russian army has sent at least one battalion tactical group 

(BTG) from the 80th Arctic Motorized Rifle Brigade (previously stationed close to the Finnish border in Alakurtti) to 

support the invasion of Ukraine.  

Satellite imagery showed that Russian forces have withdrawn 100 military vehicles in May from Alakurtti and roughly 700 

servicemen left the base in mid-May. The 80th Arctic Motorized Rifle Brigade was reportedly the last northern brigade 

to enter the Russian war in Ukraine.  

Pro-Kremlin media outlets announced the deployment of a new volunteer battalion from the Republic of Bashkortostan 

(north of Kazakhstan) to Donbas on July 6. The Russian organization “Veterans of the Marine Corps and Special Forces of 

the Navy” announced the creation of the battalion at the end of May and noted that servicemen received a month of 

training before deployment. A month is likely not enough time to sufficiently prepare the battalion for frontline hostilities 

in Donbas. The Republic of Bashkortostan and the Russian Defense Ministry financially incentivized servicemen by 

offering 200,000 rubles for signing the military contract and 2,000 rubles for every day served. Russian outlet Baza also 

reported that three unknown assailants conducted an unspecified attack on the 488th Motorized Rifle Regiment of the 

20th Combined Arms Army military unit in Klintsy, Bryansk Oblast, likely in protest of Russian covert mobilization 

practices. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian authorities continued to take measures to extend administrative 

control of occupied areas of Ukraine on July 6. The Russian-backed head of the Kharkiv Oblast occupation administration, 

Vitaly Ganchev, claimed that Russian forces control approximately 20% of Kharkiv Oblast and that Russian authorities 

intend to create four occupational districts in Kharkiv Oblast—the Izyum, Kupyansk, Vovchansk, and Kharkiv districts.  

Ganchev also claimed that residents of occupied Kharkiv Oblast are voicing a widespread desire for Russian citizenship 

and inquiring about Russian passports. Ukraine’s Kherson Oblast head Serhiy Khlan, however, indicated that Russian 

authorities will likely struggle to impose effective “passportization” measures in occupied Kherson Oblast, problems that 

will likely also apply to other areas of Ukraine. Khlan stated that even if Russian authorities distribute 200 passports per 

day, with no days off, they will only distribute 6,000 passports in one month, which amounts to a small portion of the 

entire population living in occupied Kherson. Khlan also remarked that the majority of those waiting in queues for Russian 

passports are pensioners. This is notable because of recent reports that Russian authorities in Kherson instituted ruble 

payments for pensioners and that receiving pensions is contingent on holding a Russian passport. Russian authorities will 

likely continue to struggle to effectively carry out “passportization” and rely heavily on coercing residents of occupied 

areas into Russian citizenship. 

General Staff: Russia has lost 36,500 troops killed and 109,500 injured in Ukraine since Feb. 24. According to the 

General Staff of Ukraine’s Armed Forces, Russia has also lost 1,600 tanks, 3,789 armored personnel carriers, 2,648 

vehicles and fuel tanks, 812 artillery systems, 247 multiple launch rocket systems, 107 anti-aircraft defense systems, 187 

helicopters, 217 aircraft, 664 UAVs, and 15 boats. 

Troops killed and injured amount to 73% of all Russian troops and proxies in Ukraine, (see below). 

Russians ‘suffer 200 dead, 300 wounded’ in attack on base at Melitopol airfield - Ukraine early on July 4 

attacked one of the four Russian military bases in the temporarily occupied Melitopol, Zaporizhzhya Oblast and the 

military base was completely destroyed after the attack, reports say.  
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“There was a line of cars bringing the wounded near the military hospital, which the invaders established on the territory 

of the children's sanatorium,” Fedorov, Mayor of Melitopol said. 

“The Russians also stole all the blood supplies from our hospitals. Now local residents have nowhere to get blood from 

for a transfusion if the need arises.” 

The strike of the Armed Forces of Ukraine forced the invaders to actively move their bases and hide them in a belt of 

forest. 

Fedorov said there are three more enemy military bases in Melitopol, located next to residential buildings. The Armed 

Forces of Ukraine are well aware of them, but they understand that the invaders are using the civilians as human shields. 

Ukraine’s military defeats 18 Russian soldiers in southern Ukraine - Ukraine’s Operational Command “South” 

reported on July 6 that it destroyed a Russian Msta-B howitzer, a ZU-23 anti-aircraft gun, two self-propelled mortar 

systems, two ammunition depots, and five armored and military vehicles. 

Explosion reported in Russian-occupied Kherson - according to Suspilne television, an explosion near the railway 

station was reported in Kherson today. A warehouse with plastic products is allegedly on fire, the report reads. Earlier 

today, Kherson Oblast police said that Russian forces had shelled the villages of Zahradivka and Mala Shestirnia with Grad 

multiple rocket launchers, killing one person and wounding another.  

About a million Ukrainians getting combat, military experience - National Security and Defense Council 

Secretary Oleksiy Danilov praised Ukrainians' "quality" over Russian troops' quantity on July 6, adding that Russia's full-

scale invasion was boosting Ukraine's rearmament according to NATO standards. 

Russia Seems To Be Preparing The Vital Kerch Bridge For Missile Attacks - Russia has deployed a number of 

countermeasures to the Kerch 

Strait Bridge connecting Russia 

and Crimea, including decoy 

barges covered in radar 

reflectors as well as 

smokescreen capabilities that 

were used in test exercises over 

the weekend.  

The bridge, which was built 

between 2016 and 2018 and 

includes both automotive and 

rail lanes, is incredibly important 

to Russia. Its connection 

between mainland Russia and 

Crimea, which it seized from 

Ukraine in 2014, is both symbolic and strategic. The recent developments appear to be preparations to protect the bridge 

from a standoff missile attack, and while countermeasures are evidently being deployed and tested, it is unclear if they 

will be withdrawn or remain a static fixture going forward.  

Independent defense analyst H I Sutton, reported on the findings Monday, July 4, detailing that two target barges coming 

from Novorossiysk Naval Base had been towed to the location and moored on the east side of the bridge. He went on to 

note that the vessels were covered with multiple radar reflectors, which are metallic devices that are affixed to a barge 

in order to make it more visible to radar. Sutton used the term ‘target barges’ to identify the ships because the Russian 
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Navy is known to have utilized such vessels as targets during exercises with the Black Sea Fleet. Now, it appears their 

intended purpose could be to act as decoys, confusing incoming missiles aimed at Kerch Bridge. Other radar reflectors 

were also seen affixed to the shallows near the bridge. It isn't clear if these were part of the countermeasures or 

navigational features. 

Impacts 

Russia blocks Kazakhstan's oil transit to Europe - according to the Russian state-controlled news agency Interfax, 

a Russian court has closed the Caspian Pipeline Consortium terminal for 30 days under alleged technical issues. The 

terminal is Kazakhstan's main exit point for Kazakh oil. Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev recently called Kremlin 

proxies in Donbas quasi-states, saying that Kazakhstan won't recognize their independence, which is pushed by Moscow. 

Russian proxies seize 2 foreign ships in occupied Mariupol - Russian proxies in Donetsk Oblast forcibly 

appropriated Panama-flagged Blue Star I and Liberia-flagged Smarta Shipping without compensation, rendering them 

“state property,” according to letters obtained by Reuters. This is the first time commercial ships have been seized. More 

than 80 foreign vessels are estimated to be stuck at Ukrainian ports due to Russian aggression. 

Russia’s Brain Drain Is Officially Underway - Georgia’s government estimates that 80,000 Russians, Belarusians 

and Ukrainians now reside in this small Caucasus nation of 4 million. Of those, 20,000 to 25,000 work in IT and software, 

and about 30,000 are Russian citizens who arrived since the war began. Many came recently from Belarus and Ukraine, 

too. 

As IT specialists, they see little future in Russia as the security services tighten control of the internet, international 

sanctions squeeze the economy and foreign companies exit. They’ve flocked to other neighboring states such as Armenia 

and Kazakhstan as well as to Turkey, Dubai and Israel, while the U.S. is seeking to lure them by waiving some visa 

requirements. The exodus comes as Russian tech companies including internet giant Yandex NV struggle amid deepening 

censorship, shortages of key equipment and a backlash in foreign markets. 

Young, educated and financially self-sustaining, the arrivals are the kinds of people that tech hubs such as Berlin, Lisbon 

and London spend fortunes trying to lure. Keeping them in Georgia as they serve clients around the globe from their 

laptops represents a huge economic opportunity for a poor country with a liberal tax and business environment. 

“The whole world is competing to attract these people,” said former central bank Gov. Giorgi Kadagidze, over coffee in 

downtown Tbilisi. He argues that Georgia should market itself aggressively as a safe haven from repressive regimes that 

offers a strong financial sector, beaches, mountains, a warm climate and good food. “We can be the Portugal of the East.” 

Russia orders Jewish Agency to stop all operations in country - Dramatic order given to Jewish Agency by 

government officials in Moscow • Israeli government considering next steps. 

The Russian government has ordered the Jewish Agency to cease all operations inside the country, The Jerusalem Post 

has learned. 

The order was given in a letter received from the Russian Justice Ministry earlier this week. Officials in the Jewish Agency 

confirmed that the letter was received. They would not comment, however, on the response that is currently under 

consideration in the organization’s offices in Jerusalem in consultation with the Foreign Ministry and the Prime Minister’s 

Office. 

“As part of the work of the Jewish Agency’s delegation in Russia, we are occasionally required to make certain 

adjustments, as required by authorities,” the agency said in response to a query from the Post. “The contacts with the 
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authorities take place continuously, with the aim of continuing our activities in accordance with the rules set by the 

competent bodies. Even nowadays, such a dialogue takes place.” 

A senior diplomatic official on Tuesday said: “Russia is saying the Jewish Agency illegally collected info about Russian 

citizens... We will bring up the Jewish Agency [with Russian authorities] and address it in an organized way. It will be 

taken care of at the embassy level. We don’t totally understand the reasoning [of the request to stop Jewish Agency’s 

activities in Russia].” 

Russians Fear Commanders Are Selling Their Own Troops’ Locations for Cash - An intercepted phone call 

reveals that Russians believe their own commanders are selling out troops for cash, according to the Ukrainian 

intelligence agencies. 

A Russian colonel was accused of selling information on the whereabouts of his own men to foreign intelligence agencies 

by concerned Russians, according to Ukrainian authorities. 

An audio recording of what the Ukrainian Defense Ministry’s Main Intelligence Directorate says is an intercepted phone 

call appears to suggest the colonel was not the first who was accused of selling out his own troops. The call, released 

Monday, includes a conversation between a man identified as a Russian soldier and a female acquaintance. No details 

were provided on where the soldier was based in Ukraine, but he can be heard in the recording complaining of constant 

shelling. 

The conversation then takes an interesting turn when the unnamed woman notes that a squadron of the “31st Brigade” 

was given up by their own Russian colonel, apparently referring to the 31st Guards Air Assault Brigade. 

“The airborne troops taken captive?” the man asks. “Yes, yes, 76 people were taken,” she says, adding that “they were 

sold out by their own” and naming a “Colonel Matkovsky” for the betrayal. 

NATO 

NATO allies sign accession protocols for Finland and Sweden in "truly historic moment" - NATO's 30 

ambassadors yesterday signed accession protocols for Sweden and Finland to join the transatlantic military alliance. It 

was the next step in the process of NATO's most significant expansion since the mid-1990s, and a direct response by the 

alliance to Russia's war on Ukraine.  

The protocols still must be ratified by the legislatures of each allied government before the two Nordic countries become 

official members, but the group's Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg called it "truly an historic moment for Finland, for 

Sweden and for NATO." 

Sanctions 

EU working on mechanism to allow confiscation of Russian assets and their use for reconstruction of Ukraine. 

Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, said that the move is intended to restore justice. She added 

that the European Union is seeking to use assets of the Russian government and Russian oligarchs for the reconstruction 

of Ukraine.  

Russia claims Turkey hasn't detained grain ship - Alexei Zaitsev, a spokesman for Russia's Foreign Ministry, denied 

the reports that the Russian-flagged cargo ship Zhibek Zholy had been detained in Turkey on suspicion of carrying stolen 

Ukrainian grain. He claimed that the ship was "undergoing standard procedures". Vasyl Bondar, the Ukrainian 

ambassador to Turkey, said on July 3 that Turkish customs authorities had detained the ship after Ukraine requested it. 
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Reuters reported, citing an anonymous senior Turkish official, that Turkey had halted the cargo ship and is investigating 

Ukraine's claim that the vessel carried stolen grain. 

Finland Seizes Hundreds of Russian Freight Cars as EU Sanctions Bite - Finland has seized nearly a thousand 

freight cars belonging to Russian companies as a result of European Union sanctions, according to Finnish state-owned 

rail operator VR and a letter from Russia's rail monopoly seen by Reuters. 

As Finland's VR moved to reduce railway traffic with Russia after the EU sanctioned Russian coal supplies in April, 865 rail 

cars from Russia were seized by bailiffs, according to the June 6 dated letter from Russian Railways to the Ministry of 

Transport. 

Finnish bailiff authority told Reuters it has had frozen assets of a few dozen of Russian and Belarusian individuals and 

legal entities, including transportation firms, worth at least 82 million euros, to comply with EU sanctions. 

VR's spokeswoman Taina Kuitunen confirmed by email that there were "around 800 units of sanctioned (freight) cars in 

Finland at the moment" and the company sought to return the non-seized ones to Russia as soon as possible. 

VR's head of logistics told Finnish media in March that around 5,000 Russian rail cars were in Finland when it decided to 

suspend traffic, and while his company wanted to send them back, bailiffs ordered some to be seized. 

The seized rail cars belong to companies either directly hit by EU sanctions or whose shareholders gave up their control 

because they got hit by sanctions after Russia sent its troops into Ukraine in late February. 

Uralchem-Trans, whose former owner, Dmitry Mazepin, ceded control after coming under EU sanctions in March, did not 

reply to request for a comment, and the state leasing company GTLK, under EU sanctions itself, declined comment. 

Rusagrotrans, part of Demetra Holding where sanctions-hit state bank VTB ceded control to other investors in February, 

also declined comment. 

The fourth company whose cars were seized, Alpha Leasing, has lodged an appeal to a Finnish court against an "unlawful" 

move by Finnish bailiffs, said Andrey Barkov, head of corporate business. Alpha Leasing is a unit of sanctions-hit Alfa 

Bank. Russian Railways declined comment and the Ministry of Transport did not reply to a request for comment. 

The Contradictions In Beijing's Russia Ties  

China's growing appetite for discounted Russian oil made headlines in June as Beijing overtook Germany as the biggest 

single buyer of Russian energy. India, also with historic and complicated ties to Moscow, has also bought up Russian oil. 

Despite being sold at a steep discount, the purchases -- along with climbing oil prices -- have allowed Russian revenues 

to grow in the face of Western pressure and given Moscow a crucial financial lifeline to keep funding its war effort. 

But as Maria Shagina, a fellow at Britain's International Institute for Strategic Studies, told me: "China's rhetoric and 

deeds diverge quite a lot and that has been clear since 2014." 

"China is eager to capitalize on Russia's isolation, including purchasing Russian cheap crude oil," she added. "But when it 

comes to violating Western sanctions, the Chinese private sector is usually quite cautious." 

A recent study by the Peterson Institute for International Economics found that Chinese exports to Russia have 

plummeted during five months of war. 

The study, which relied on data until the end of April, coupled with another analysis by the institute of China-only data 

through the end of May, shows that China's exports to Russia remained well below prewar levels. 
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Why It Matters: China has denounced sanctions and proclaimed that it will maintain normal economic relations with 

Russia, but Chinese exporters don't appear willing to risk violating export controls and sanctions. 

At the end of June, the United States also placed five Chinese companies on an export blacklist for violating sanctions by 

allegedly providing support to Russia's military and defense companies before and during the invasion of Ukraine. 

It wasn't specified what kind of support was provided, but a White House official clarified that they "have not seen China 

provide Russia with military equipment or systematic evasion of sanctions." 

The Washington Post also reported that Russian officials are growing frustrated with Beijing pushing back against their 

calls for deeper economic support. 

Another area that the Russians are hoping to get more Chinese support on is with advanced electronics and 

semiconductors, something that Russian officials have been outspoken about recently, including Deputy Prime Minister 

Yury Borisov. 

Widening of conflict 

Russia Condemns ‘Irresponsible’ Israeli Airstrikes in Syria - Russia on Monday issued its latest rebuke of Israeli 

airstrikes aimed at curbing Iran’s military build-up in Syria. 

“We strongly condemn such irresponsible actions that violate the sovereignty of Syria and the basic norms of 

international law, and we demand their unconditional cessation,” the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement, 

according to Reuters. 

On Saturday, Syria accused Israel of carrying out airstrikes against targets south of the coastal city of Tartus. Two people 

were wounded in the strikes, which caused “massive material damage,” according to the Syrian Arab News Agency.  

According to Israeli media reports, the strikes targeted advanced air defense systems that had been smuggled into Syria 

by Iran. These systems would have threatened Israeli aircraft operating along the Syrian coastline, according to the 

reports. 

Putin 

Putin wants more of Ukraine - Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev said yesterday that the aims of 

Russia's invasion "are to ensure the protection of people from genocide by the Ukrainian neo-Nazi regime, to demilitarize 

and denazify the territory of Ukraine," allegations that are not at all true—especially since Kyiv's duly elected president 

is in fact Jewish; but never mind the truth.  

Patrushev also insisted the war must continue because of "the spread of neo-Nazism in Ukraine, the functioning on its 

territory of biological laboratories involved in the U.S. military biological program [which is part of a decades-old 

deception engineered the Kremlin going back even to the Soviet era], as well as the plans announced by the Kyiv 

authorities to create nuclear weapons [not true] and join NATO [won't happen for a long time, if ever] created significant 

threats security not only of Russia, but of the whole world." Patrushev also accused Ukraine's leaders of "bullying and 

genocide" in the country's east—all of which, taken together, amount to a brazen (if sadly unsurprising) combination of 

disinformation, projection, and machismo. And they also, of course, point to extended economic pain for Ukraine and its 

allied partners across Europe and the West as sanctions against Russia are unlikely to end anytime soon. 

Bigger picture: "Patrushev's statement significantly increases the burden on those who suggest that some compromise 

ceasefire or even peace based on limited additional Russian territorial gains is possible, even if it were acceptable to 
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Ukraine or desirable for the West (neither of which is the case)," analysts at the Institute for the Study of War wrote 

Tuesday evening. 

Putin lacks troops in Ukraine but fears mobilization in Russia - Although Russia surpasses Ukraine in terms of 

weapon capabilities, the number of troops it has committed to Ukraine is insufficient for the full-scale war it’s waging. 

Russia’s hawks have urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to introduce martial law and to initiate full or partial 

mobilization to expand the size of Russia’s army and boost its war effort. If this happens, the scale and number of victims 

of Russia’s war are likely to increase.  

But despite failing to achieve any of Russia’s strategic objectives in its all-out invasion of Ukraine in over four months, 

Putin has been reluctant to carry out mobilization. 

Some experts suggest Putin may fear that mobilization would trigger domestic resistance, with large numbers of potential 

recruits evading the draft. He may also be wary of the devastating effect that it would have on Russia’s economy: 

thousands would be removed from the employment sector and living standards would fall drastically.  

Another potential fear is that Russia’s administrative system may not be able to handle such a tremendous task. 

Moreover, mobilization in Russia would likely entail a transition to an even more totalitarian system, and it may not prove 

so easy to transform Russia into North Korea. 

There are an estimated 200,000 Russian troops and their proxies in Ukraine. By contrast, President Volodymyr Zelensky 

said in May Ukraine had 700,000 troops. 

Ukraine has already conducted several waves of mobilization and has substantially increased its number of troops. The 

number Zelensky provided likely includes Ukraine’s National Guard and its Territorial Defense units. 

Some military analysts say that an insufficient number of troops is one of the main reasons that Russia failed to encircle 

Kyiv in March and was forced to withdraw from Kyiv, Sumy, and Chernihiv oblasts. 

In April, U.S. military analyst Michael Kofman said in a War on the Rocks podcast that Russia has failed because it has 

been fighting a "large conventional war at peacetime strength." 

Russian hawks have criticized Putin, arguing that he is not going far enough in Ukraine and urging him to initiate 

mobilization efforts. 

One such hawk is Igor Girkin, also known by the alias Igor Strelkov, a former Russian Federal Security Service officer who 

was at the forefront of Russia's war against Ukraine in 2014, leading the attacks on Sloviansk and Donetsk Oblast. Girkin 

was also charged by the Dutch Public Prosecution Service with shooting down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 in 2014, killing 

all 298 people aboard. 

While Putin has so far ignored Girkin's pleas for mobilization, Russian-occupied areas of Donbas have been used as a 

staging ground for potential mobilization in Russia.  

Since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion, Russian proxies in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts have mobilized 

residents of the region's occupied areas en masse. Russian proxies have often sent scantily armed and poorly trained 

recruits to the frontline, leading to high casualty rates. 

Is mobilization possible? 

Sergei Sazonov, a Russian-born political philosopher at Estonia's Tartu University, says Putin may be afraid that Russia is 

incapable of conducting mobilization successfully.  
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"There are fears that the administrative system won't be able to handle it and that it has become rotten," Sazonov told 

the Kyiv Independent. However, he added that he thinks Russia is capable of accomplishing the task. 

"Ukraine has carried out mobilization successfully, although partially it was due to a patriotic upsurge," Sazonov says. 

"Russia's administrative system is no worse than Ukraine's." 

By contrast, Kofman said in an interview with Riddle Russia news outlet that he thinks it would be difficult for Russia's 

military to carry out mobilization. 

"The Russian army is not the Soviet one," he said. "It does not have an infrastructure for general mobilization. They don't 

have 'empty' divisions with officers and tanks." 

According to Kofman, Russia has also lost a lot of military equipment during its invasion of Ukraine, making mobilization 

even more difficult. 

If Russia were to initiate mobilization, it would take a lot of time, he added.  

Ukrainian military analyst Vyacheslav Tseluiko says that, if mobilization were to be announced, Russia would have to send 

poorly trained conscripts to the frontline with few resources with which to arm them. However, Tseluiko told the Kyiv 

Independent that Russia may be able to ramp up its production of weapons. 

Despite the difficulty in obtaining Western technology due to sanctions, Russia may still be able to produce low-tech 

weapons, Tseluiko says. He added that this will give Russia more opportunities for an offensive. 

Popular resentment 

One of the reasons that Putin is holding off on launching full-scale mobilization is his fear of being overthrown, says 

Sazonov. 

"He's afraid that his approval rating will plummet," he says. "Putin always exaggerates the risk of a popular uprising." 

Sazonov himself believes an uprising is unlikely in Russia.  

Tseluiko says that "there may be a negative reaction (to mobilization) from society, and the government has to take this 

into account." 

"It's not clear if they will have enough resources to suppress it," he told the Kyiv Independent.  

Analogies to World War I can be made, which encountered domestic resistance in Russia by 1917. As a result, millions of 

mobilized soldiers disaffected with the war eventually contributed to the 1917 Russian Revolution. 

Mobilization is also expected to cause significant damage to Russia's economy, which has already shrunk due to Western 

sanctions imposed on Russia for its war against Ukraine. 

Putin is concerned that an economic downturn will also contribute to popular resentment, Sazonov said. 

“(Mobilization will lead to) an increase in public spending, a further contraction of the consumer goods and technology 

sectors and, as a result, an increase in consumer goods shortages and accelerated degradation of the civilian economy,” 

Grigory Bazhenov, an economist at Russia’s Higher School of Economics, told the Kyiv Independent. 

Total war 

Some also argue that Putin may be reluctant to carry out mass mobilization and militarize Russia's economy because it 

would require transitioning to a full-fledged totalitarian state. Whether Russia has reached a point at which 

totalitarianism is possible is subject to much debate. 
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“Mobilization requires a political model that mobilizes the population,” Bazhenov says, adding that it is essentially a 

totalitarian model. “And currently we have the opposite - a model that encourages people to sit on their sofas.” 

He also says that Russian society does not view the war through the lens of patriotism, meaning a big repressive apparatus 

would be required for mobilization under these conditions. Russia lacks the resources for creating such an apparatus, he 

says. 

Bazhenov argues that Russia does not have an “appropriate social base” for mobilization.  

“The regime doesn’t have resources for a full-fledged mobilization, first of all, human resources,” he says. “There must 

be a large uneducated rural population. Creating a totalitarian regime in an urbanized society with middle-class incomes 

is not an easy task.” 

Announcing mobilization and martial law would drastically raise the stakes, incurring significant risks for Putin. 

Since the beginning of its full-scale invasion, Russia effectively downgraded its proclaimed objectives from turning 

Ukraine into a Russian satellite state to the seizure of Donbas. However, Kofman believes that Russia will have to switch 

back to maximalist aims if mobilization is announced, which would be difficult to achieve. 

“Putin wants to avoid general mobilization because fighting this as a special operation without declaring a state of war 

allows him to dictate what victory is,” he said on the War on the Rocks podcast. “If he announces national mobilization, 

this can’t be a limited stakes war. Then it has to be for maximalist war aims.” (Oleg Sukhov). 

Putin’s Lies Have Kremlin TV Flailing and Fighting On-Air - While Russian troops slowly advance in Eastern 

Ukraine, questions loom as to how far President Vladimir Putin is planning to take his invasion of Ukraine. During a recent 

press conference, Putin claimed that nothing has changed, and everything is going according to the plan: “I have 

formulated the overall goal, which is to liberate Donbas, protect its people and create conditions that will guarantee the 

security of Russia itself. That is all.” His deliberately vague responses implied that Russian attacks in other parts of Ukraine 

were meant “to distract” the Ukrainian leadership. 

Some military experts are convinced that fierce Ukrainian resistance may be insurmountable, as long as it continues to 

be aided by the ongoing Western support. Appearing on the state TV show The Evening With Vladimir Solovyov last 

Friday, Andrey Gurulyov, State Duma deputy and a former deputy commander of Russia's southern military district, 

stressed that the West will continue to supply Ukraine with every conceivable type of weapons, “up to a nuclear bomb—

just not to let us win.” He proposed re-creating the Cuban Missile Crisis, but this time with hypersonic weapons, in order 

to reach an eventual détente with the United States: “Our hypersonic weapons... should be brought to the near vicinity 

of the United States, with a flight time of no more than five minutes.” 

Gurulyov candidly admitted: “That is the only scenario for us to be able to denazify and demilitarize Ukraine. Only a direct 

threat to the U.S. and the UK... will force all of them to the negotiating table... all of this is part of a greater plan of 

conducting not only a special operation, but World War III, which is for us the second Great Patriotic War.” He positioned 

nuclear blackmail as Russia’s golden ticket, urging the country’s leadership “to seriously think through the plans of how 

we can painlessly get to the next crisis that will be our ticket to the future.” 

While most of the world hopes for a speedy conclusion to Russia’s brutal war against its neighbor, the Kremlin’s pet 

propagandists insist that the slaughter must continue—and expand. On Sunday evening’s broadcast of Solovyov’s show, 

one of the program’s recurring guests, Yaakov Kedmi, also known as Yasha Kazakov, an Israeli former politician and 

diplomat, insisted that Russia must take all of Ukraine and that nothing less would do. 

Bringing up the remarks of former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Kedmi said, “He noted, and others are pointing 

out an incredible support for Putin as a result of this operation. What is the basis for this support? Unshakable confidence 
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of the Russian people that he will secure total victory. God forbid this trust would be broken or somehow damaged... The 

people won’t accept and won’t forgive anything less than a total victory. I’d like to remind you, based on Russia’s history, 

how the people reacted when the government didn’t meet their expectations. With the same force they supported [the 

government], they will stomp it into dirt... Anything less than Novorossiya [a proposed confederation of the self-

proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic and the Luhansk People's Republic] and the left bank of Ukraine will be a 

catastrophe. Not merely a defeat, but a catastrophe.” 

Solovyov jumped in: “In that case, let’s be even more blunt. In reality, the goals were formulated in December of 2021. 

They are not limited to Ukraine, but demand that NATO’s infrastructure be returned to the boundaries of 1997-1998.” 

Kedmi concurred: “That was another one of Kissinger’s mistakes. As I’ve said before, everything that is happening in 

Ukraine is a prelude for the main confrontation, the main fight, which will determine the fate of the entire world, the 

fate of the United States, as well as Russia’s fate. This big battle will develop based on the outcome of the actions in 

Ukraine. Russia has no right to lose this big battle, or the battle in Ukraine, as defeat resembles death.” Solovyov 

concluded: “Defeat is death.” 

The next guest, Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova, seemed to be seething about Kedmi’s 

comments, which may indicate that the Kremlin has indeed settled for a more modest endgame in Ukraine. 

She told him to speak to the Israeli government and leadership about the ills of “the Kyiv regime,” instead of “fantasizing” 

about the wishes of the Russian people. She claimed that there is “a total unity” of average Russians with the country’s 

government, with respect to their goals in Ukraine. 

Zakharova’s angry tirade attempted to cover up the fact that even the top propagandists seem to be unable to figure out 

the Kremlin’s final aims, much less the everyday people. The latest poll by Russia’s Public Opinion Research Center VCIOM 

shows that 38 percent of Russians believe that the goal of the invasion was to disarm Ukraine, 20 percent think that the 

aim was to protect Donbas, only 19 percent believe Putin’s dubious claim of “denazification” and 8 percent think that 

Russia’s intent is to occupy all of Ukraine and absorb it into Russia. 

Instead of helping Putin’s regime, the angry bluster by the state media’s propagandists only highlights the senselessness 

of a conflict that even Russia’s own population struggles to grasp. The cartoonish promises of taking over the world fail 

to overshadow the fact that Russia’s economy is descending into the abyss. No territorial gains could ever justify the 

unbearable human toll. 

Seeking to Crack Western Unity, Putin Sinks Russian Economy - On the Donbas battlefields, Russian troops still 

strive to advance, but in the global arena of confrontation with the collective West, Russia keeps losing ground. A 

sequence of heavy blows breached Russian defensive geopolitical positions last week, and Moscow’s attempts at 

counterstrikes only aggravated the sustained damage. The first major setback for Russia was the commitment made by 

the G7 to support Ukraine in its struggle against aggression for as long as it takes; but it was still possible for some Russian 

pundits to argue that the gathering in Bavarian Alps was short on practical results. 

 Western leaders then proceeded to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) summit in Madrid, however; and 

there was certainly no shortage of detailed, binding and material decisions there. Even mainstream commentaries from 

Moscow-based think tanks had to acknowledge an unprecedented level of Western solidarity fostered under the United 

States’ unwavering leadership. 

Russian maneuvering and posturing yields scant results, and even French President Emmanuel Macron apparently sees 

little sense in continuing his protracted telephone conversations with President Vladimir Putin. In turn, the Russian leader 

presumably believes that escalating economic troubles can break EU solidarity, so he is targeting particular European 

consumers with reductions in natural gas supplies—for instance, punishing Italy with a 15% drop in delivered volumes.  
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The EU previously approved a long-term plan to minimize its members’ dependency upon Russian energy imports, but 

Putin has opted to move proactively ahead of this schedule in order to exploit every vulnerability before Russia’s western 

consumers are ready to diversify. This pre-emption causes drastic disruptions to the Russian energy industry, and 

Gazprom has surprised its shareholders by deciding not to pay any dividends this year, accepting the inevitable plunge in 

the company’s market valuation. 

This gas blackmail is not solely directed at Europe, it also targets Asian markets—particularly Japan—where Russia’s niche 

is generally narrower but still of importance. Putin signed a decree at the end of June on effectively nationalizing the 

Sakhalin-2 project; while Shell was ready to withdraw from it, the Japanese shareholders Mitsui and Mitsubishi had 

actually planned to stay in. They may now have to accept the new terms dictated by the Kremlin, but their continued 

presence will hardly alter the implicit Russian decision to send the bulk of the liquefied natural gas (LNG) from this well-

functioning project to China rather than Japan. Profits will suffer, but what matters for Moscow is a timely good-will 

gesture to its strategic partner, which had expressed irritation about NATO’s new Strategic Concept, where Chinese 

coercive policies are defined as a security challenge. 

Beijing provides measured but important political support for Russia’s confrontation with the West but nothing 

economically material; meanwhile, Chinese business giants, such as Huawei and Lenovo, are quietly curtailing their 

activities in Russia. This departure is carefully camouflaged, and the publication of economic data is increasingly 

restricted. Still, one figure that impressed observers last week is the 96.7 percent decline in the production of cars, which 

means that the Russian automobile industry has effectively stopped functioning. Unemployment still remains hidden, 

but the breakdown of many supply chains disrupts key industries as well as retail, where the disappearance of numerous 

Western brands brings a revival of the “shuttle trade” resembling the “gray” economy of the 1990s. 

Seeking to ensure that disruptions do not paralyze the crucial enterprises of the defense-industrial complex, the 

government drafted a legislative package that makes it compulsory for all business entities to deliver on orders related 

to the execution of the Russian “special military operation” in Ukraine, with prices and schedules set by the state 

agencies.  

The parliament is certain to approve this legislation without delay, but the effectiveness of this de facto economic 

mobilization remains dubious because strict commands from the ministries cannot be enforced when key technologies 

or spare parts for industrial equipment are unavailable. The financial situation in Russia has stabilized, perhaps 

temporarily, thanks to the swift measures taken by the Central Bank, led by the capable and loyal Elvira Nabiullina. 

Nonetheless, even her professional expertise cannot save Russia’s industrial policy, apparently guided by Soviet-style 

dirigisme. 

All attempts to exacerbate the economic difficulties that are supposed to erode Western unity inevitably backfire for 

Russia, cutting down its petro-revenues and further squeezing crucially needed imports. Putin can rely neither on 

business lobbies in Germany and France, since their investments in Russia are transferred to the “net losses” budget 

bracket, nor on the multiple trans-border channels for exporting corruption, which have been curtailed and are being 

investigated in the West with sudden keenness. His “messaging” to Western counterparts comes increasingly in the form 

of missile strikes on apartment buildings and shopping malls in Mykolaiv, Odesa or Kremenchuk—and the recurrent 

horrors of these war crimes only strengthen the conclusion within the transatlantic community that Russian aggression 

cannot be contained and must be defeated. The Russian war machine was degraded severely by hitting the wall of 

Ukrainian resistance, but it is up to the West to make sure that it is damaged beyond repair. 

Putin Will Kill Russia’s Oil And Gas Economy And Ukraine Will Eventually Emerge Stronger - During the Cold 

War, the Soviet Union was isolated economically. But when Mikhail Gorbachev ushered in “Glasnost” in 1985, the 

western world warmed up to the Eastern Bloc. And when the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, the international community 

welcomed Russia’s oil and gas. 
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It’s been one of the big three producers, along with Saudi Arabia and the United States. In 2020, oil and gas revenues 

were $219 billion, according to Rosstat. And the two sectors combined made up 60% of Russia’s exports and 40% of its 

federal budget. However, Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has threatened global stability and subsequently strengthened 

NATO. The developed world is amping up Ukraine’s weaponry and enacting economic sanctions — like cutting off Russia’s 

oil and gas from world markets. 

Russia’s Gazprom, Lukoil, Rosneft, and Surgutneftegas have been among the world class oil and gas enterprises with the 

highest net income, says Statista. 

Putin is leveraging that energy clout, transporting less natural gas to Europe and charging more money for it. Thus, Russia 

is reneging on its contracts that provide about 40% of Europe’s natural gas. But once the Europeans sign long-term 

contracts with other suppliers — Norway for oil and Algeria, Qatar, and the United States for LNG — it’s checkmate. 

Meantime, the globe is trending green, and Europe is going all-in on renewables and energy efficiency. 

“Sending less gas and charging more for it is a tactical win for Putin. But Russia has strategically lost this war,” says Oleksiy 

Riabchyn, the former deputy minister of Ukraine’s Energy and the Environment. “Yes, indeed, Europe is waiting for 

American LNG. Germany, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia are all building LNG terminals. It will be more expensive. 

But Europe won’t be dependent on Russia.” 

Asian countries such as China and India represent an opportunity for Russia to sell oil and natural gas. But the region 

can’t absorb Russia’s expected losses. 

“Now, Europeans see Russians as unreliable,” says Riabchyn. “It artificially created this energy deficit and left Europe 

without adequate natural gas storage for the winter season. Russia will never rebuild its economy once Europe finds new 

suppliers.” In the meantime, Ukraine will need to import 2 to 5 billion cubic meters to sustain its people and economy 

this coming winter. It can rely on domestic production for the rest. 

Humanitarian 

Mariupol's reconstruction may cost over $14 billion - The complete restoration of the destroyed southeastern 

city could take up to 10 years to house 220,000 people in decent conditions, according to Mariupol Mayor Vadym 

Boichenko. More than 1,350 high-rise buildings and 40% of private houses in the city have been destroyed or damaged 

by Russia's war, he said.  

France to help reconstruct Chernihiv Oblast - in light of the Ukraine Recovery Conference in Lugano, Switzerland, 

the French Foreign Ministry issued a statement saying it will complement its ongoing assistance to Ukraine with a focus 

on reconstructing Chernihiv Oblast, with which it has “ancient ties.” Chernihiv Oblast was hard hit by Russian 

bombardments in the initial stage of Russia’s full-scale war. 

Black Sea shipping lanes - U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken will call on G20 members to put pressure on Russia 

to support UN efforts to reopen sea lanes blocked by the Ukraine conflict and repeat warnings to China not to support 

Moscow's war effort. 

Geopolitics 

Kyrgyzstan's China Debt - Kyrgyzstan has raised the alarm about its large debt owed to China and what could happen 

if it doesn't meet its payments. How likely is it that Bishkek won't be able to pay and what cards does the government 

have to play as it deals with payments owed to Beijing?  
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Kyrgyzstan's debt to China's Exim Bank has increased by almost 12 times since 2010, reaching $1.8 billion. Now it makes 

up 42 percent of the country's total foreign debt. The foreign-debt-repayment volume is rising year by year. If $200 

million were enough to settle the debt payment owed in 2020, the country will need to find at least twice that by 2024. 

This means that risks are high, as the government has warned, China might take control of some strategic Kyrgyz facilities 

where it invested, if payments are not met. Some experts believe extending China's involvement in Kyrgyzstan's mining 

sector could be one of the options to relieve the debt. Repeated warnings about 'the worst-case scenarios' could also 

galvanize public support for these previously unpopular government proposals. 

Despite growing debt pressure, the authorities seem to have a plan and an urgency to make their payment to China, with 

President Sadyr Japarov promising not to delay foreign debt repayment even for ‘one hour.' 

A Footprint In Bosnia - Despite lacking the necessary legal permits and facing growing pushback from local activists, a 

Chinese company is moving forward with plans to build a hydroelectric plant in southeastern Bosnia-Herzegovina, Goran 

Katic from RFE/RL's Balkan Service reported. 

What It Means: The proposed plant is located close to the town of Foca within the Bosnian Serb entity of Republika 

Srpska, some 25 kilometers from the Bosnian-Montenegrin border. 

The entire project is worth some $107 million and is the result of an agreement signed in Beijing in 2019 between 

Republika Srpska Prime Minister Radovan Viskovic and the state-owned China National Aero-technology International 

Engineering Corporation (AVIC). 

But activists have sounded the alarm over the project, noting that it still does not have the necessary environmental 

permits to begin construction and is lacking an environmental-impact study on how the plant will affect the nearby 

Bistrica River. 

Despite these lingering concerns, ground was broken on the hydroelectric complex in December 2021 at a ceremony 

attended by Republika Srpska officials and representatives from the Chinese Embassy in Sarajevo. 

 


