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Conflict Update # 268 

November 29th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 84,210 (330) soldiers killed, 2,886 (+1) enemy tanks, 5,817 (2) armored  combat vehicles, 1,868 (+1) 

artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,537 

(+1) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 480 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,371 (+3) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 161 (+1) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces are beginning to reinforce their positions in occupied Luhansk, Donetsk, and eastern Zaporizhia 

oblasts with personnel from Kherson Oblast and mobilized servicemen. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported an 
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increase in Russian military personnel in Luhansk City and noted that Russian forces are housing servicemen in 

abandoned homes in Krasne and Simeikyne about 30km southeast of Luhansk City. Luhansk Oblast Administration Head 

Serhiy Haidai stated that Russian forces are transferring the remnants of the Russian airborne units from right (west) 

bank Kherson Oblast to Luhansk Oblast.  

Luhansk Oblast Military Administration added that a part of the redeploying Russian troops are arriving in Novoaidar, 

approximately 55km east of Severodonetsk. Advisor to Mariupol Mayor Petro Andryushenko also noted the arrival of 

redeployed personnel and military equipment to Mariupol, stating that Russian forces are placing 10,000 to 15,000 

servicemen in the Mariupol Raion.  

Andryushenko stated that newly mobilized men are deploying to the presumably western Donetsk Oblast frontline via 

Mariupol. Russian forces are reportedly attempting to disperse forces by deploying some elements in the Hulyaipole 

direction in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Russia will also likely commit additional mobilized forces in the coming weeks, given that mobilized units of the Russian 

2nd Motorized Rifle Division of the 1st Tank Army have finished their training in Brest Oblast, Belarus. Russian forces 

will likely continue to use mobilized and redeployed servicemen to reignite offensive operations in Donetsk Oblast and 

maintain defensive positions in Luhansk Oblast  

US intelligence officials stated on November 19 that Russian and Iranian officials finalized a deal in early 

November to manufacture Iranian drones on Russian territory. The US officials stated that the deal could allow Russia 

to “dramatically increase its stockpile” of Iranian drones. The Washington Post reported that Russian forces have 

launched 400 Iranian kamikaze drones since first using them in the Ukrainian theater in August, and Ukrainian officials 

have previously stated that Ukrainian forces down 70% of drones before they can strike their targets. They further  

stated that it is unclear what assistance Russia will provide to Iran in return for the drones.  

The deepening relationship between Russia and Iran, specifically in the provision of long-range munitions such as 

kamikaze drones and precision missiles, may allow Russian forces to sustain their campaign against Ukrainian energy 

infrastructure for a longer period than their diminishing stockpile of munitions would otherwise allow. This report also 

suggests that Russia can somehow circumvent Western sanctions to acquire the microchips needed to program the 

drones it plans on manufacturing.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that the deal allows Russian officials to claim they build Russian drones—thus providing 

an informational win—having previously stated that the domestic manufacturing of Iranian drones on Russian territory 

humiliates Russia. 

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations on the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Russian forces maintained their offensive operations around Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and west of Donetsk City 

despite reports of high losses around Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued efforts to fortify areas around ground lines of communication in southern Ukraine 

while struggling with the partial loss of the use of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 

Russian media sources continued active discussions of an impending second wave of mobilization. 

The number of Russian prisoners appears to have dropped by about 6.5% since January of 2022 likely due to 

intensive Wagner Group recruitment. 

Russian authorities are working to establish control over the information space in occupied territories and identify 

Ukrainian partisans. 
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Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Ukrainian forces continued their 

counteroffensive operations throughout the Svatove-Kreminna line on November 19. The Russian Ministry of Defense 

(MoD) claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks in the directions of Chervonopopivka (about 6km 

northwest of Kreminna) and Ploshchanka (about 20km southwest of Svatove).  

A Russian milblogger noted that 

Ukrainian forces returned to positional 

battles following their unsuccessful 

attempts to assault Russian positions in 

Chervonopopivka.  

Luhansk People’s Republic’s (LNR) 

Deputy Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselev 

claimed that Russian forces continued 

to repel Ukrainian attacks in the 

Kuzemivka area (approximately 13km 

northwest of Svatove), and a Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian and 

Russian forces are engaged in the most 

difficult battles west of Kuzemivka in 

Novoselivka. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Russian forces 

shelled settlements along the Svatove-

Kreminna frontline. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

continued their offensive operations 

around Bakhmut on November 19 

despite reports of high losses on the 

frontline.  

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian assaults on Bilohorivka 

and Zelenopillya northeast of Bakhmut 

and Klishchiivka southwest of Bakhmut.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that 

Russian forces continued to attack 

Ukrainian positions near Spirne, 

Verkhnokamianske, and Bilohorivka, all 

near the T1302 highway.  

Geolocated footage showed that 

Russian forces made incremental 

advances toward Klishchiivka, and other 

footage indicated that Ukrainian forces 

maintained their positions near 

Mayorsk (about 20km southeast of 

Bakhmut).  
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Russian officials previously claimed control over Mayorsk on November 13. UGS reported that about 500 wounded 

Russian servicemen arrived in Horlivka hospitals from the Mayorsk direction, which suggests that Russian forces are 

experiencing high casualties on this segment of the frontline.  

Russian milbloggers, however, claimed 

that Russian forces seized the southern 

part of the T0513 highway that starts at 

Mayorsk. 

Russian forces continued to launch 

assaults west of Donetsk City and 

around Avdiivka on November 19. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian forces stopped 

Russian advances on Vodyane 

(approximately 8km west of Avdiivka) 

and Novomykhailivka (about 30km 

southwest of Donetsk City).  

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) 

claimed that Russian aviation, artillery, 

and missile forces struck a Ukrainian 

command point in Vodyane, and 

geolocated footage showed Russian 

forces striking Ukrainian positions in the 

settlement.  

Russian sources claimed that their 

forces continued assault operations 

near Vodyane, Pervomaiske (about 4km 

northwest of Vodyane), and forced 

Ukrainian forces from their positions on 

the outskirts of Nevelske (about 7km 

southwest of Vodyane). Russian and 

Ukrainian forces continued to engage in 

artillery battles southwest of Donetsk 

City and in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces continued to undertake defensive measures and conduct routine shelling east of the 

Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast on November 19. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command (SOC) stated that Russian 

forces continue to establish defensive positions east of the Dnipro River and are pulling Russian forces out of the range 

of Ukrainian artillery.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces began withdrawing from Oleshky, just south of Kherson City on the 

left side of the river. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported explosions at Karantynnyy Island, just southwest of 

Kherson City in the Dnipro River, attributing the explosions to Russian or Ukrainian artillery strikes against a fuel depot.  

Russian forces may have struck the fuel depot to prevent Ukrainian forces from using it and continued shelling areas on 

the right (west) bank of the Dnipro River, including Kherson City, Antonivka, Kozatske, and Chronobaivka.  

Russian and Ukrainian forces reported that Ukrainian forces shelled Oleshky and Nova Kakhovka on the left riverbank. 
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Ukrainian forces continued targeting Russian force concentrations and military assets south of the Dnipro River.  

UGS reported that their forces struck a 

Russian force concentration area in 

Mykhailivka, 38km south of Kherson 

City on the R57 highway, killing 60 

personnel and wounding 70 

personnel. SOC reported that its forces 

struck a Russian force concentration in 

the Kinburn Spit, killing seven 

personnel and destroying two 

armored vehicles. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

fortify areas around ground lines of 

communication in southern Ukraine 

while struggling with the partial loss of 

the use of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 

Ukrainian Mayor of Melitopol Ivan 

Fedorov stated that Russian 

authorities are forcing civilians to dig 

trenches and build defenses near 

Melitopol. 

Russian sources expressed continued 

concern that Ukrainian forces are 

concentrating along the Zaporizhia 

Oblast front line for a counteroffensive 

drive toward Melitopol.  

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister 

Volodymyr Havrylov stated that 

Ukrainian forces could enter Crimea by 

the end of December.  

Ukrainian Mariupol Mayoral Advisor 

Petro Andryushchenko stated that 

Russian forces are struggling to compensate for the loss of the Kerch Strait Bridge and posted footage of a traffic jam of 

cargo trucks in Mariupol.  

Russian sources reported that Russian occupation authorities placed replacement spans for the Kerch Strait Bridge and 

completed the installation of two of those spans; those sources reported that the bridge will be fully operational for 

vehicle traffic by December 20. However, as ISW has previously reported, the UK Ministry of Defense assessed that the 

road bridge will not be fully operational until March 2023 and the rail bridge not until September 2023. 

Russian forces continued routine shelling west of Hulyaipole and in Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts on November 

19. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces struck the Motor Sich Plant in Zaporizhzhia City with 

anti-air missiles and kamikaze drones.  
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Mykolaiv Oblast Head Vitaly Kim stated that Russian forces struck Ochakiv, Mykolaiv Oblast with anti-air missiles. 

Russian forces conducted artillery and MLRS strikes against Nikopol and Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 

Chechen separatist fighters defend Ukraine against 'common enemy' Russia - For many of the Chechen 

opposition members and separatists abroad who have come from across Europe to join a volunteer battalion in 

Ukraine, battling Russia has become a way of life. Decades -- even centuries -- of Moscow's often-armed interference in 

Chechnya have made the Ukraine conflict all too personal. 

The volunteers warn that if Ukraine is not defended, the "Russian bear" will not stop there. 

The volunteer unit, which calls itself the Separate Special-Purpose Battalion of the Ministry of Defense of the Chechen 

Republic of Ichkeria -- or OBON for short -- serves as part of the Foreign Legion of Territorial Defense of Ukraine and 

most of its members fought against Russia in the first and second Chechen wars (1994-96 and 1999-2009, respectively). 

OBON was part of the Ukrainian forces' successful counteroffensive in the south of the country, including the liberation 

of the key city of Kherson earlier this month. 

Ukrainian Recognition 

On October 18, the Ukrainian parliament adopted a resolution recognizing Chechnya as a territory temporarily 

occupied by Russia and condemned the "genocide of the Chechen people." All 287 deputies present voted in favor of 

the resolution. 

This month, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy officially responded to a petition to recognize the independence 

of Ichkeria, which had collected more than 25,000 signatures and thus legally required consideration by the head of 

state. Zelenskiy recommended that the Foreign Ministry look into the issue. 

'The World Turned A Blind Eye' 

Khusein Dzhambetov, a native of Urus-Martan in Chechnya, is now the commander of the OBON sabotage 

reconnaissance group. He's been fighting Russians since he was 13, when he joined the First Chechen War. 

"We were the ones called militants, but we were fighting against 'orcs,' invaders, and occupiers. It was the army of the 

Chechen Republic of Ichkeria. I also took part in the second war and was engaged in sabotage. When there's a war, you 

immediately get combat experience," he recalled. 

'A Common Enemy' 

Chechen public figure Anzor Maskhadov, the son of the former president of the unrecognized state of Ichkeria, has 

visited Kyiv multiple times since February. As one of the most prominent representatives of Chechnya's separatist 

government, he's held meetings at the Foreign Ministry and the parliament with politicians, officials, and deputies. He 

met with fighters from the volunteer battalions, such as those named after Sheikh Mansur and Dzhokhar Dudayev, as 

well as Chechens fighting in other units of the Ukrainian armed forces. 

"What's happening to Ukraine happened to us," Maskhadov said. "This is why the Chechens have such motivation: 

Ukraine is fighting against a common enemy. I have always been against Chechens fighting, for example, in Syria or 

other countries. But in Ukraine, it is clear: There is a large-scale war with the occupier." 

Russian soldiers are surrendering to Ukrainian drones - Firing missiles, dropping tiny bombs and spotting 

targets for artillery, the Ukrainian army’s drones undoubtedly are responsible for hundreds, if not thousands, of Russian 

casualties as Russia’s wider war on Ukraine grinds into its tenth month. 
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Ukrainian drones also are capturing live Russians. In the latest example of a flesh-and-blood soldier surrendering to a 

plastic-and-metal robot, a Russian soldier apparently somewhere in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region dropped his 

weapon and raised his hands when a quadcopter-style drone belonging to the Ukrainian army’s 54th Mechanized 

Brigade appeared overhead. 

Hands in the air, the Russian soldier followed the drone toward Ukrainian lines. “Drones are the fiercest enemies of the 

occupiers,” the Ukrainian defense ministry crowed on social media. “But it turns out, not of all of them. This one took 

into captivity an occupier that realized that surrender is a chance to survive.” 

Satellite communications, GPS and streaming video made drones a lot more useful starting in the late 1980s. The U.S. 

Army, U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps flew propeller-driven Pioneer drones as part of the air campaign over Kuwait 

and Iraq in 1991. That apparently is when UAVs captured their first-ever prisoners of war. 

Russian Mobilization 

The number of Russian prisoners dropped by about 6.5% since January of 2022 (not including those held in pre-trial 

detention centers and remanded prisoners), apparently due to intensive Wagner Group recruitment. ISW has 

extensively reported on Wagner Group's recruitment of prisoners and use of prisoners on the front lines in Ukraine. 

Russian investigative outlet Mediazona reported on November 18 that the number of male prisoners in Russia has 

decreased by 23,000 since the start of the Wagner Group’s prison-based recruitment campaigns. This is the sharpest 

decrease in the Russian prison population since 2014, including during periods of amnesty. Mediazona reported that 

the number of Russians in pre-trial detention centers and prison colonies stayed relatively constant, which suggests 

that the decrease in the number of prisoners is not due to decreased rates of arrest. 

Russian media sources continued active discussions of an impending second wave of mobilization on November 19 and 

amplified reports of a woman being issued permission to travel abroad until December 31 in order to return for her 

husband’s mobilization summons on January 16.  

Russian sources also reported the launch of basic military training courses in Barnaul, Siberia, to ensure that those 

impacted by mobilization receive “all the necessary skills.” A prominent Russian Telegram channel refuted statements 

from Ukrainian sources that Russia will likely conduct general mobilization after the New Year’s holiday, arguing that 

Russia does not have the equipment, trainers, or bureaucratic structure required to provide for hypothetical newly 

mobilized soldiers.  

The channel contended that Russian authorities might conduct a future partial mobilization, but the MoD would only 

mobilize 100-200,000 men at a time. The channel claimed Russia needs to mobilize 1-1.5 million total soldiers to defeat 

Ukrainian forces.  

Previous ISW analyses support the assessment that the Russian MoD does not have the capacity or resources to handle 

a future general mobilization. Widespread reports of mobilized soldiers being required to purchase their own 

equipment, sleeping outside or in tents without heat while still on training grounds, receiving no or woefully 

inadequate training, and experiencing other poor conditions suggest the Russian MoD is unprepared to handle future 

rounds of partial mobilization or even provide for those currently mobilized. 

The Kremlin continues to selectively respond to public mobilization complaints while continuing to commit poorly 

trained mobilized men to the frontlines. The Russian Armed Forces relocated 130 mobilized men from Vladimir Oblast 

from the frontlines to the rear areas following Vladimir Oblast Governor Alexander Avdeev’s appeal to the Russian MoD 

regarding the deployment of poorly trained personnel to the frontlines.  
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Avdeev noted that over 1,000 mobilized servicemen from his constituency still serve on the frontlines, and relatives of 

Vladimir Oblast mobilized men recorded a third video appeal addressed to Putin regarding their lack of adequate 

training. Mobilized men from Voronezh Oblast who were removed from the frontlines following a public appeal by their 

relatives were redeployed to frontlines in Luhansk Oblast.  

(Comment – Note that Russian draftee families are complaining about inadequate training and not about entering 

Ukraine itself in an invasion of a foreign country. As mentioned in previous Updates, Russia is culpable in this invasion, 

not merely Putin and the Kremlin, they are all jointly guilty of invading another country and the subsequent war crimes 

being perpetuated in the invasions name). 

Russian military officials continued covert mobilization. A Russian news channel reported that a Russian military 

commissariat issued a mobilization summons for November 21 to a man called in to clarify data. The resources spent 

on covert mobilization coupled with Russia’s ongoing fall conscription wave further degrades the ability of the Russian 

MoD to prepare for future waves of mobilization, as ISW reported on November 18. 

'No one is listening to us': since mobilization, Russian women have stepped up protests against 

Ukraine war - For several days this month, about a dozen women gathered outside the headquarters of the Western 

Military District in St. Petersburg to urge the Russian military to live up to the government's promise not to send 

draftees to the combat zone in Ukraine and in the Russian regions bordering Ukraine. 

Each day, they waited five hours, but no one opened the doors to meet with the women or to receive their written 

appeal. "No one is listening to us," said Viktoria Sannikova, who traveled from the Siberian city of Tomsk to participate 

in the protest. "Our problems don't interest them. We have been knocking on their doors for two months. This protest 

is an act of despair." 

Finally, on November 15, the doors of the headquarters swung open, and the women were ushered inside. They 

presented officials with nearly 100 letters and a collective appeal from the relatives of about 400 draftees who are 

currently serving in the western Belgorod region that says the men come under fire from Ukraine regularly and have 

suffered casualties. 

Ever since Moscow's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine on February 24, women have played leading rolls in the small 

anti-war movement that has emerged in Russia. After Putin decreed a military mobilization on September 21, public 

discontent with the war grew. However, men were less willing to protest publicly amid fears and reports that police 

were sending male detainees directly to the army. Women have increasingly come to dominate the protest movement, 

in part also because many men have fled the country or gone into hiding to avoid mobilization. 

(Comment – As noted on the comment above, these Russian women are complaining about conditions their husbands, 

sons and so on are fighting under, not any sympathy for Ukraine or its citizens and infrastructure). 

'No Military Training At All' - In the Volga region city of Ulyanovsk, a group of women -- the wives of men called up 

during the mobilization, which was declared completed on November 1 -- gathered in front of a military building on 

November 11 to demand their husbands be withdrawn from the combat zone. The men, they say, have been given 

almost no relevant training and their preexisting health problems have been exacerbated since their call-up. 

"People are afraid of letting their loved ones down," said Tatyana, the wife of a mobilized man from Ulyanovsk who 

asked that her identity be concealed for fear of repercussions. "I didn't participate in [the November 11] protest 

myself.... I was organizing written appeals. 

"But we got a response from the Ulyanovsk military prosecutor's office," she added. "I got the impression they hadn't 

even read our appeals. They wrote that there have been no complaints -- apparently my husband is in the hospital for 

no reason." 
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Her husband, Tatyana said, was willing to be mobilized and even appeared before the recruiting commission 

voluntarily, but he requested a deferral because he was being treated for complex dental problems. 

"There was no military training at all," she said. "They didn't even go to the firing range here in Ulyanovsk once. They 

spent a week doing drill training, and then he spent a week in the hospital." 

(Comment – more of the same. Their Ukrainian invasion is hitting home). 

Humanitarian 

'I Was Screaming': Disabled Russian Alleges Police Tortured Him To Confess To Burning Pro-War Banners - Dmitry 

Karimov says he was on his way to class on the morning of October 14 when he was jumped by five men and dragged 

him into an awaiting vehicle. 

Karimov, a 22-year-old college student in the Siberian town of Krasnoobsk, had no idea his assailants were police 

officers. "I tried to resist, shouting. Then they tased me. I was screaming, calling for help," Karimov, who is classified as 

hearing disabled and speaks with an impediment, told RFE/RL's Siberia.Realities. 

According to Karimov, police in Russia's Novosibirsk region over the next several hours threatened him and subjected 

him to physical torture in order to extract a confession from him. 

The alleged crimes he confessed to -- and has since recanted -- involved two separate arson incidents in which public 

banners supporting Russia's invasion of Ukraine were burned. If convicted, Karimov faces up to five years in prison. 

Peace Talks 

Putin should not be allowed negotiations, time: retired general - The West and the entire world should get 

used to the idea of Ukraine winning the war against Russia by fighting on the battlefield and not through negotiations, 

according to former Commanding General of United States Army Europe, Ben Hodges. 

Hodges has been very vocal on Twitter calling out his former boss General Mark Milley about negotiation talks. Hodges 

tweeted on Sunday, "Why would Chairman Milley or others with access to more intel than me press Ukraine to 

negotiate now to 'cement their gains.' Finish this." 

Hodges thinks that Ukraine will win the war "the old-fashioned way" on the battlefield and added that pressure to 

negotiate comes from people who don't understand Moscow. 

Anton Gerashchenko, adviser to the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, told Newsweek on Saturday, "negotiations 

are only possible when there are those who will follow through on agreed conditions and clear guarantees. Putin's 

Russia cannot provide it. They are war criminals & pathological liars." 

Zelenskyy says negotiations with Russia akin to capitulation as Ukraine begins evacuations from 

liberated areas - Attempts by Western countries to convince Ukraine to negotiate with Moscow after a series of 

major military victories over invading Russian forces are "bizarre" and effectively ask that Kyiv capitulate to the losing 

side, according to a key adviser to the Ukrainian president. 

"When you have the initiative on the battlefield, it's a little strange to receive proposals like: 'You will not be able to do 

everything by military means anyway, you need to negotiate,'" AFP on November 20 quoted adviser Mykhaylo 

Podolyak as saying. 

Such talks would mean that the country "that recovers its territories, must capitulate to the country that is losing." 
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Meanwhile, Ukraine has begun voluntary evacuations of residents of areas of the southern Kherson and Mykolayiv 

regions recently liberated from Russian occupation. 

Residents who choose to evacuate at the state's expense will receive shelter in the city of Kryviy Rih in the southeastern 

Dnipropetrovsk region or other western regions of Ukraine, Iryna Vereshchuk, Ukraine's minister for the reintegration 

of the Russian-occupied territories, said on November 19. 

Podolyak also told the French news agency that Moscow had not made "any direct proposal" to Kyiv regarding peace 

talks and was instead passing suggestions regarding negotiations and a possible cease-fire through intermediaries. 

"Russia doesn't want negotiations. Russia is conducting a communication campaign called 'negotiations'" in an attempt 

to stall for time, Podolyak said. "In the meantime, [Russia] would train its mobilized forces, find additional 

weapons...and fortify its positions." 

Podolyak said that Putin, who launched the war against Ukraine in February, still believes despite recent territorial 

losses in southern and eastern Ukraine that "he can destroy Ukraine, this is his obsession." Allowing Moscow a break in 

fighting now, he added, would threaten to "create a frozen conflict in the middle of Europe." 

During a video speech to the Halifax International Security Forum in Canada on November 18, Zelenskyy said that 

Russia was looking for an opportunity to agree to a "short truce" in order to replenish it forces. 

Putin 

Putin's covert conscription will flood 'overburdened' Russian forces – Russia is preparing to mobilize troops 

in a second draft that is likely to be "detrimental" to President Vladimir Putin's forces in Ukraine, the Institute for the 

Study of War (ISW) has said. 

In its daily update on Friday, the U.S. think tank said that the Kremlin is preparing for a second mobilization wave 

despite Putin's statement on October 31 that the formal draft he had announced the previous month was over. 

The ISW referred to discussions on Russian Telegram social media channels on Friday, which noted a draft summons 

received by a St. Petersburg resident who was reportedly told to appear for mobilization in January. 

Geopolitics 

Armenia's Pashinian discusses security in south Caucasus with Macron, other leaders - Armenian Prime 

Minister Nikol Pashinian has discussed issues related to security in the South Caucasus with French President 

Emmanuel Macron and other leaders on the sidelines of a summit in Tunisia, which took over the organization's 

rotating presidency from Armenia. 

The two-day summit of the International Organization of La Francophonie that began in Djerba, a Tunisian island off the 

Mediterranean coast, on November 19 has brought together leaders of dozens of countries. 

Armenia, which became a full member of the organization in 2012, hosted its previous summit in 2018. 

According to Pashinian's press office, during his meeting with Macron the parties "highly appreciated" Armenia's 

presidency of the organization and discussed "issues related to the organization's priorities and future plans." 

The two leaders also reportedly discussed issues related to further development of Armenian-French cooperation. 
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The official statement said that during the meeting Pashinian and Macron also "exchanged ideas on the results of the 

quadrilateral meeting of the leaders of Armenia, France, Azerbaijan, and the president of the European Council held in 

Prague in October this year." 

Comment – It is important to observe an EU country in the Caucasus engaged in peace and settlement discussions. This 

is traditionally a Russian sphere of control and influence. 

These and other talks speak to two primary developments, namely (i) EU participation in Russia’s backyard and (ii) 

Caucasus countries not afraid of participating in such talks. It speaks to the diminishing role of Russia in generations-

long areas of influence since its Ukrainian invasion. 

Containment 

US deploys bombers in response to North Korea missile tests - The show of strength came after Kim Jong Un 

oversaw the launch of a ballistic missile capable of reaching any part of US mainland. The leader said his country would 

react to "confrontation with all-out confrontation." 

The US deployed supersonic bombers and fighter jets in response to recent missile tests carried out by North Korea. 

The B-1B bombers conducted joint aerial drills on Saturday with other South Korean and US warplanes, according to 

South Korea's joint chiefs of staff. 

It said the drills demonstrated an "iron-clad" US security commitment to South Korea and the allies' combined defence 

posture. 

North Korea drew widespread international condemnation on Friday after it test-launched an intercontinental ballistic 

missile (ICBM) capable of carrying multiple nuclear warheads and with a range that could reach anywhere on the US 

mainland. 


