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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 56,700 (+400) soldiers killed, 2,275 (+13) enemy tanks, 4,832 (+25) armored  combat vehicles, 1,368 

(+7) artillery systems, 328 (+1) MLRS systems, 170 (+0) air defense systems, 259 (+4) warplanes, 220 (+1) helicopters, 

966 (+10) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 241 (+1) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,701 (+20) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+5) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Multiple Russian aircraft shot down in a day - The Russian Air Force had another bad day in the skies over 

Ukraine as Kyiv claims it downed four jets, drones, and a cruise missile. 

A day after air defenses had to confront waves of Iranian-supplies suicide 

drones, Ukraine says it shot down 4 Russian tactical jet aircraft  

The Ukrainian General Staff claimed troops shot down 

two Russian Su-30SM Flankers, a Su-25SM Frogfoot, a Su-34 

Fullback, five drones, and a cruise missile. Footage showed a Su-34 trailing fire 

from its right engine over the frontline in Kharkiv Oblast, with a later clip showing a fireball 

and crash site in the area. 

Drones are a growing concern. Russian forces sent waves of Iranian drones against targets far from the frontlines on 

September 23. Losses like Saturday’s and throughout the war in Ukraine are exactly why Russia wanted the Iranian 

drones in the first place. 

Positions held by senior Russian military leadership are continuing to change hands, suggesting that Putin 

is continuing to see systemic problems as the result of the personal failings of senior subordinates. The Russian MoD 

reported on September 24 that Colonel-General Mikhail Mizintsev has been appointed Deputy Defense Minister and 

will oversee logistics for the Russian Armed Forces, replacing Army General Dmitry Bulgakov. Mizintsev previously acted 

as head of the Russian National Defense Control Center and served during Russian operations in Syria, notably 

commanding troops on the operational-tactical level during the encirclement of Ukrainian forces in Mariupol.  

Replacement of individual senior leaders is very unlikely to fix fundamental structural problems in the Russian military. 

It reflects Putin’s personality-driven approach to leadership and relative disdain for system-building—both factors that 

contributed to the overall failures of the Russian military in this war. 

Russian forces may be preparing to forcibly mobilize Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) to fight for 

Russia, a violation of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War. 

Russian state media reported on September 24 that Ukrainian POWs detained at the Olenivka prison camp orally 

“requested” Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) authorities to allow them to fight in the DNR’s volunteer “Bohdan 
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Khmelnitsky” Cossack Battalion. If Russian or Russian proxy forces coerced Ukrainian POWs into combat, it would be a 

violation of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War, which stipulates that “no prisoner of war may at any time be 

sent to or detained in areas where he may be exposed to the fire of the combat zone” and shall not “be employed on 

labour which is of an unhealthy or dangerous nature.” 

Ukrainian forces likely continued to make gains along the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border and northwest of Lyman. 

Ukrainian military officials indicated that the continued Ukrainian interdiction campaign in southern Ukraine is 

degrading Russian combat capabilities. 

Russian sources identified three locations where Ukrainian troops conducted ground operations in Kherson 

Oblast- northern Kherson Oblast, western Kherson Oblast near the Inhulets River, and northwest of Kherson City near 

the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast border. 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks around Bakhmut, Donetsk City, and in western Donetsk Oblast. 

Ukrainian counteroffensives - Eastern Ukraine: 

(Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - 

Ukrainian forces continued to make localized gains 

along the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian assault 

detachments occupied the settlements of Hrianykivka 

and Horobivka in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast (about 

70km east of Chuhuiv).  

Russian sources additionally indicated that Ukrainian 

forces are continuing positional battles further south 

along the Oskil River near Kupyansk, claims consistent 

with a statement made by the Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) that Ukrainian troops repelled a Russian attack 

on Petropavlivka, 7km east of Kupyansk, which 

indicates that Ukrainian forces have made further 

gains east of Kupyansk.  

Voice of America reported that recent rainfall has 

slowed Ukrainian attempts to advance further east of 

positions along the Oskil River because muddy cross-

country terrain makes it difficult to effectively 

transport heavy weapons and equipment.  

Recent weather patterns in northeastern Kharkiv 

Oblast may explain why recent Ukrainian advances 

near the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border have largely 

been along existing roadways to the east, which 

allows Ukrainian troops to threaten Russian positions 

without having to risk traversing muddy terrain under 

Russian artillery fire.  

To the extent that Ukrainian advances are confined to 

roadways, however, the limited effective Russian forces in the area are more able to concentrate to slow their 
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advances. The fact that Ukrainian forces continue to make gains nevertheless suggests that Russian troops on this axis 

are weak and vulnerable. 

Ukrainian troops also likely continued offensive operations around Lyman. A Russian source claimed that Ukrainian 

troops took control of Nove (18km due north of Lyman) and are continuing to push south of Lyman from the Ridkodub-

Nove line.  

Several Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian troops also took control of half of Novoselivka, 10km northwest of 

Lyman. Russian forces identified the Russian defenders of Lyman to BARS-13 and BARS-16 detachments (the latter of 

which is known as the “Kuban” detachment), which are sub-battalion formations comprised of Russian reservists from 

the Russian Special Combat Army Reserve. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) -  

Ukrainian military officials maintained operational 

silence regarding Ukrainian ground maneuvers in 

Kherson Oblast but reiterated that their current 

interdiction campaign in southern Ukraine is 

continuing to have tangible impacts on Russian 

capabilities on this axis.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command noted 

that Russian units are attempting to rotate units 

and conduct limited ground maneuvers in 

unspecified areas and are setting up new 

defensive lines that are further removed from the 

current frontline. These statements suggest that 

Russian forces are trying to restore and preserve 

current combat capabilities by rotating likely 

exhausted units and moving further back into rear 

areas in the face of continued Ukrainian strikes on 

Russian concentration areas. Unit rotation 

suggests that the Russians will be unable to add 

additional forces to this axis since it implies 

removing exhausted units likely on a one-for-one 

basis with relatively fresher units. 

Social media footage provides visual evidence 

that corroborates both Ukrainian and Russian 

claims of strikes comprising the continued 

Ukrainian interdiction campaign in Kherson 

Oblast. Residents of Nova Kakhovka (60km east of 

Kherson City) reported explosions, corroborating Russian and Ukrainian claims that Ukrainian strikes hit Nova Kakhovka 

and the nearby Kakhovka Hydroelectric Power Plant and Bersylav district.  

Footage from Kherson City shows damage to the Antonivskyi Bridge following consistent Ukrainian strikes on the bridge 

and other Russian transportation assets and concentration areas in the Kherson City area. A Russian source claimed 

that Ukrainian forces struck Russian positions south of the Dnipro River in the Henichesk area (about 170km southeast 

of Kherson City and 40 km north of Crimea), which is consistent with a statement made by Ukraine’s Southern 

Operational Command that Ukrainian forces hit a Russian control point near Henichesk. 
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Russian sources identified three locations where Ukrainian troops conducted active ground operations in Kherson 

Oblast — northern Kherson Oblast, western Kherson Oblast near the Inhulets River, and northwest of Kherson City near 

the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian troops are preparing to push south of Novovoznesenske (about 16km south 

of the Dnipropetrovsk-Kherson Oblast border) and are pulling forces to Osokorivka (25km northeast of 

Novovoznesenske) to continue efforts to push southwards. Russian sources additionally claimed that Ukrainian troops 

are continuing to fight in northern Kherson Oblast near Olhyne and Arkhanhelske, and additionally claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are fighting in western Kherson near the Inhulets River and continuing positional battles near Sukhyi 

Stavok.  

Russian milbloggers additionally indicated that Ukrainian troops are continuing ground maneuvers and positional 

battles northwest of Kherson City in the Posad-Pokrovske area and pulling reserves from Mykolaiv City to reinforce 

positions along the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast border. 

Russian subordinate main effort—Donetsk 

Oblast - Russian troops continued ground 

attacks in Donetsk Oblast on September 24. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian 

attacks northeast of Bakhmut near Soledar and 

Bakhmutske, and south of Bakhmut near 

Odradivka, Kurdyumivka, Zaitseve, and Mayorsk.  

Russian sources claimed that Wagner Group 

fighters are attacking Ukrainian fortifications in 

Zaitseve (8km southeast of Bakhmut) and that 

Wagner detachments are fighting within 

Bakhmut itself, although ISW cannot 

independently confirm these claims.  

Russian forces also continued routine ground 

assaults along the western outskirts of Donetsk 

City and attempted attacks on Kamyanka, 

Avdiivka, Opytne, and Nevelske. Russian sources 

claimed that the 5th Brigade of the Donetsk 

People’s Republic (DNR) repelled a Ukrainian 

assault on Marinka (on the southwestern 

outskirts of Donetsk City).  

UGS additionally reported that Russian troops 

conducted a limited ground assault on 

Novomykhailivka, about 25km southwest of 

Donetsk City. Russian forces otherwise continued 

routine shelling throughout Donetsk Oblast and 

in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Ukrainian military activity in and around Donetsk 

Oblast is complicating matters for Putin.  

The referndums currently underway do not plan for further loss of Oblast territory. 
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Russian military escalation and ‘bogus threats’ show Putin has been ‘outsmarted’ by the Ukrainians, 

says UK PM - Putin’s announcement of increased military conscription to bolster Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine shows 

that the Russian President “has been outsmarted” by Kyiv, UK Prime Minister Liz Truss told CNN in an exclusive and 

wide-ranging interview. 

The new British leader, who takes power at a time of historic upheaval, told CNN’s Jake Tapper on “State of the Union” 

that Putin had ordered an immediate military escalation “because he isn’t winning.” 

“He made a strategic mistake, invading Ukraine,” Truss said in her first interview with a US network, which aired 

Sunday. 

“I think he has been outsmarted by the Ukrainians. We’ve seen the Ukrainians continue to push back against the 

Russian offensive. And I think he didn’t anticipate the strength of reaction from the free world.” 

‘Don’t listen to the saber-rattling’ 

When asked how Western leaders should respond if Putin ramps up military activity in Ukraine, Truss said they “should 

not be listening to his saber-rattling and his bogus threats.” 

“Instead, what we need to do is continue to put sanctions on Russia and continue to support the Ukrainians.” 

“If Putin is allowed to succeed, this wouldn’t just send a terrible message in Europe, and of course huge threats to the 

Ukrainian population themselves, but it also would send a message to other authoritarian regimes around the world 

that it’s somehow acceptable… to invade a sovereign nation,” Truss said. 

The internal forces pushing Putin's escalation - Putin’s decision to greatly escalate his war on Ukraine reflects his 

desperation to reverse the advances Ukraine has made in recent weeks. That desperation is likely a result of internal 

pressure. 

Until now, he has bent over backwards to avoid a formal mobilization through calling up former military members and 

recruiting fresh troops (although informally, the military might have begun to do that as early as April or May). Putin 

has almost certainly obfuscated to avoid domestic backlash. Russians often say to themselves at times of hardship, 

“just so long as there is no war.” The phrase is a reference to the unhealed trauma of World War II. Putin knew a war 

would be unpopular and had kept all of his previous military interventions limited before the current invasion of 

Ukraine. 

Until now, Putin has tried to maintain the fiction that the scope of the operation and the scale of the losses were 

minimal. Only days after entering Ukraine in late February, the Kremlin warned of prison sentences of up to 15 years 

for calling it a “war” or an “invasion.” As late as Sept. 13, after the recent Ukrainian counteroffensive in which Ukraine 

took significant territory back from Russia, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said “at this point” no discussion of 

mobilization had taken place.  

What changed? Putin was most likely persuaded by the radical elements within his circle that, given the latest military 

losses, a drastic escalation was the only way to win the war. And for Putin, winning is the only option. Retreat or 

compromise is something a Western leader would think about; Russian leaders don’t take off-ramps. 

As such, the escalation is most significantly a signal to the West. Putin is trying to scare the West into the possibility of a 

larger war and even the use of nuclear weapons to pressure it to limit its crucial support for Ukraine.  

These radical internal Kremlin Russian elements have long been pushing for more far-reaching action. Chief among 

them is Nikolai Patrushev, the powerful Security Council secretary and close Putin ally, who represents the so-called 

siloviki (a circle of ultranationalists associated with the security services). 
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Russia expert Marc Galeotti has described Patrushev as “the most dangerous man in Russia” because he has pushed 

Putin further toward extremist positions. Patrushev’s friendship with Putin goes back to Patrushev’s career as a KGB 

officer in Leningrad, and experts say he has had Putin’s ear for years. Indeed, Galleotti notes, in a lengthy interview to 

the Russian government outlet Rossiyskaya Gazeta in May, Patrushev ultimately calls for Russia to begin a full-scale 

war. That requires complete mobilization — as well as total state control of the Russian economy.  

This past month, other ultranationalist voices have joined in renewed calls for mobilization as well. One prime example 

is Igor Girkin (aka Strelkov), a former Russian intelligence officer who played a key role in annexing Crimea from Ukraine 

and the subsequent fighting in Ukraine’s Donbas region in the east in 2014. Girkin has consistently criticized the Russian 

Defense Ministry’s handling of the war since the start of the invasion. “If our Kremlin elders do not change their tactics, 

we will be seeing catastrophic defeats,” he said earlier this month. 

More explicitly, Chechnya strongman and close Putin ally Kadyrov, whose troops have been fighting in Ukraine, said in a 

Telegram post: “If today or tomorrow changes are not made in the conduct of the special military operation, I will be 

forced to go to the country’s leadership to explain to them the situation on the ground.” Days later, he called for 

mobilization. 

Putin’s resort to partial mobilization suggests that he’s more afraid of regime hardliners than his own public. The 

growing criticism means the more extreme elements of his supporters could turn against him and threaten his hold on 

power in a way the public could not because the hardliners have ties to the security services and are more likely to use 

violence to achieve their aims.  

Referendum in four oblasts 

Russian authorities continue to coerce residents of occupied Ukrainian territory into voting in sham referenda. 

Russia vows "full protection" to territories annexed from Ukraine - Russia will offer "full protection" to the 

Russian-controlled areas of Ukraine that vote in referendums to join Russia, Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov said at a 

press conference yesterday. 

Why it matters: Decried by Ukrainian and Western officials as a "sham," the referendums are taking place from Friday 

through Tuesday and could lead to the annexation of nearly 15% of Ukraine. 

What they're saying: At a news conference following his address to the UN General Assembly, Lavrov said that if the 

territories where the referendums are taking place are annexed by Russia, they will be granted Russia's "full 

protection," Reuters reported. 

• Asked whether Russia would be willing to use nuclear weapons to defend the annexed regions, Lavrov replied 

that all Russian territory, including parts to be "further enshrined" in Russia's constitution in the future, "is 

under the full protection of the state." 

• Ukraine's foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba subsequently slammed the allusion to the use of nuclear weapons as 

"absolutely unacceptable." 

Putin 

Impact of Putin’s forced mobilization – Forcibly drafting young capable men will shortly see blowback.  

As families of these “Shanghaied” draftees – sons, brothers, fathers and husbands - will shortly start receiving notices 

that their menfolk are dying, they will start reacting. 
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Putin is trying very hard to concentrate the draft in remote Russian areas as opposed to major cities in the northwest. 

He doesn’t need death notices and bad news filtering in to these areas, as not only are they too close to home, but also 

the densest population areas of Russia. News spreads, bad news spreads very quickly and very bad news spreads 

instantly. 

Russians have access to internal social media sites and (clandestine) external social news sources, and will increasingly 

become aware of events and developments, particularly now with the draft rolling out and affecting them personally.  

Expect Ukrainian propaganda into Russian news media to accelerate. 

Ukraine skilfully manages Russian fatalities and injuries news by messaging soldiers’ families. Ukrainian administration 

folk check every (Russian) death and injury for identification where they can, track families, and send them messages of 

condolence or assurances that their kin will be well looked after.  

At some stage, the Kremlin will need to increase its draft focus to include hitherto downplayed  zones such as Moscow 

and St. Petersburg, expanding the “pain zone” of Russian Main Street. 

Putin knows this, and it speaks volumes as to why he hasn’t pursued mobilization to date.  

Russia's neighbors move to close borders to Russians fleeing conscription - A number of Russia's 

neighboring countries moved to restrict entry for Russians this week as thousands of Russian men attempted to flee 

military conscription. 

Driving the news: Putin announced a "partial mobilization" on Wednesday amid a string of stinging Russian losses in 

Ukraine, following a successful and rapid counteroffensive launched by Ukrainian forces this month. 

The specter of conscription could potentially bring the war home to millions of Russians in a way nothing else has, 

Axios' Dave Lawler writes. 

The latest: Finland on Friday announced that it intends to bar entry for Russian tourists amid an influx of Russians 

attempting to cross the border into Finland. 

"Russia’s mobilization and increasing volume of tourists transiting via Finland are causing serious harm to Finland’s 

international position and relations," Finnish Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto said in a statement Saturday. 

Haavisto added that the "government will issue a resolution to significantly restrict the entry and issuing visas to 

Russian citizens." 

The big picture: The announcement prompted a rush of Russians attempting to flee the draft, resulting in long queues 

at Russia's various borders. 

• Prior to the announcement, on Monday the Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania closed their borders 

to most Russians due to domestic support for the war within Russia, AP reported. 

• The move comes after an announcement this month that they intended to follow through on such a move with 

some exceptions, such as for humanitarian reasons. 

• Lithuanian and Estonian officials said this week that seeking to avoid conscription would not be sufficient 

grounds to gain asylum in their countries, per the Guardian. 

• The sentiment was shared by Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkēvičs, who tweeted Thursday that "many of 

Russians who now flee Russia because of mobilization were fine with killing Ukrainians, they did not protest 

then, it is not right to consider them as conscious objectors. There are considerable security risks admitting 

them and plenty of countries outside EU to go." 

• Poland on Monday likewise signed restrictions on most Russian travelers that will go into effect on Monday. 
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Putin referendums - Because of the Russian constitutional requirement for war to be declared ahead of mobilizing, 

he is pushing ahead with the Donbas referendums, hoping to manufacture just such a reason to declare war.  

Putin’s move speak volumes about the desperation in Moscow. It tells one that they really had no option – that the war 

is going extremely badly, and they anticipate much worse news in the near future. 

It also is a tell that, by acting now, at this juncture, fully cognizant of the time span required to draft, equip, train and 

deploy these new troops is months and not weeks, they anticipate Ukrainian advances across the Donbas.  

Incorporating the oblasts into Russia is their plan to deter further Ukrainian advances.  

Of particular import will be Crimea, now in sight of the Ukrainian Command and Kyiv. 

If Crimea is lost, it will spell disaster for Putin and the Kremlin, as the Russian people at large support Russia’s claiming 

of this territory as “Russian.” 

The timing of the announcement is interpreted that Russia expects to lose further land and lose it in the immediate 

future.  

This they will believe they can constrain to the areas in the Kharkiv and Kherson Oblasts by inserting thousands of huge 

numbers of troops into the other Russian-occupied oblasts. 

This is why he is rushing to recruit and place additional troops. 

Putin “Peace Deal”? 

Putin may then offer a peace deal whereby he cedes Kherson Oblast to the north of the River Dnipro ❶a, and the 

entire Kharkiv Oblast ❶b, looking to retain (i) Kherson Oblast to the south of the 

river❷, (ii)  Crimea ❷a, Zaporizhzhia Oblast ❷b, (iii) Donetsk Oblast ❷c and (iv) 

Luhansk Oblast ❷d. 

He can then position Russia as being the peace-maker and should Ukraine not 

agree, as is most likely they will not, the peace-breaker. 

Ukraine may then come under intense pressure 

because it may be viewed that the Oblasts sought by 

Putin are predominantly Russian-speaking and Russian-

leaning, and therefore prone to being “Russian.” 

The EU will be extremely anxious with winter looming, a recession 

on the cards and a humanitarian challenge to confront with 

millions of Ukrainians scattered around the surrounding EU 

countries. There also exists the potential rightward movement of 

Italian politics in their November election and the “quasi-neutral” geopolitical stations of 

Hungary and Turkey.  

Ukraine is very unlikely to openly engage in such “peace talks,” and opt to continue its march southwards. 

Irrespective, given Putin and Russia’s wanton disregard of international treaties and agreements, any such peace 

agreement may be accompanied by Ukrainian security guarantees such as joining the EU or even NATO. 

Ukraine’s uppermost fear is that Putin will use any respite to re-build his armed forces with modern technology and 

once again attack it.  
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Putin will be angry: Ukraine has captured 200 Russian tanks - The Ukrainian military recently captured dozens 

of tanks that were abandoned by fleeing Russian troops. According to reports, upwards of 200 tanks were seized by 

Ukrainian forces, but it remains unclear how many are operational or will be able to be repaired. 

At least some were destroyed. 

A government  source told the news outlet that some tanks even included T-80 main battle tank (MBT) models, one of 

the more advanced tanks currently employed in the fighting in the Donbas region in Eastern Ukraine. 

Ukraine presents Plan 

Ukraine has a Plan to end war and punish Russia - Ukraine presented a Five-Point Plan for solving Russia’s 

invasion to United Nations – In a speech to the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly, given virtually to 

his audience in New York on Wednesday, Ukrainian President Zelenskyy laid out a plan to bring an end to the conflict 

with Russia and specifically accused the Kremlin of wanting to continue fighting. 

Days later, on Friday, he addressed the Ukrainian people and laid out that same five-point plan. 

“Ukraine demands punishment for trying to steal our territory,” he said. “Punishment for the murders of thousands of 

people. Punishment for tortures and humiliations of women and men.” 

To support the United Nations in establishing a tribunal, Zelenskyy said that he had created a series of “precise steps” 

to establish it but did not provide details at the time. He did, however, promise that moving ahead with such a plan 

would be a signal to all future would-be aggressors that the United Nations would hold them responsible for making 

similar decisions. 

Zelenskyy may have been referring to China’s continued threats on Taiwan – the most likely and comparable situation 

to Russia’s attempt to annex the Donbas region of Ukraine – though he may have also been speaking more generally. 

In his Friday address, Zelenskyy offered more details on his plan, specifying that Ukraine believes in punishment for the 

aggressor, the protection of life, the restoration of territorial integrity, security guarantees, and global support. 

“Five points he laid out: 

• First: punishment for the aggressor.  

• Second: protection of life, that is, all the necessary assistance to our state in defense.  

• Third: restoration of security and territorial integrity.  

• Fourth: security guarantees.  

• Fifth: the determination to achieve all this together with us – the determination of the world majority,” 

Zelenskyy said. 

Zelensky: Russia annexing Ukrainian territory will end diplomatic talks - If Russia successfully annexes 

occupied territories of Ukraine, it will spell the end of diplomatic negotiations between Russia and Ukraine, Ukrainian 

President Zelensky told CBS' "Face the Nation" on earlier today. 

Driving the news: Four Russian-occupied regions of Ukraine — Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia — are 

holding referendums from Friday through Tuesday on whether to join Russia. 

Denounced by Ukrainian and Western leaders as a "sham," the referendums could lead to the annexation of nearly 15% 

of Ukraine. 
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Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov vowed on Saturday that Russia will extend "full protection" to the four regions if they 

are annexed. 

What they're saying: Zelensky said that the referendum could "lead to very tragic moments" and that Ukrainians "who 

don't come to referendum, you know, Russians can turn off their electricity and won't give them an opportunity to live 

a normal human life." 

• "They force people, they throw them in prisons. They force them to come to these pseudo-referenda. And also, 

they also announced mobilization. They're forcing people to fight, people from the temporarily occupied 

territories." 

• If Russia succeeds with the referendums — for which the ballots have "been already prepared" — it will "make 

it impossible, in any case, to continue any diplomatic negotiations with the president of [the] Russian 

Federation, and he knows it very well," Zelensky said, referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

• "I think it's a very dangerous signal from President Putin that tells us that Putin is not going to finish this war." 

The referendums also risk bringing the West into direct conflict with Russia, which the U.S. and its allies have thus far 

sought to avoid. 

They give Putin the ability to say, "it's our territory. Look, we conducted referenda. Now, it's the West who attacks 

Russia. Now, the West attacks our territories," Zelensky said. 

Mobilization 

The Kremlin’s “partial mobilization” continues to hastily press thousands of men across Russia into military 

service but remains unlikely to generate effective combat power. Russian sources state that some mobilized men will 

receive 1-2 months of training. Others may receive even less. Mobilization has drafted men in their upper 50s with 

serious medical conditions to fight in Ukraine. Social media videos posted on September 24 show mobilized personnel 

receiving badly maintained and rusted small arms unfit for service. Social media videos of mobilized men show they 
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have low morale and are undisciplined and unruly. Russian civilians continued protests against military mobilization and 

conducted arson attacks against polling stations in Russia on September 24. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu’s declarations about which categories of Russian males will be 

exempted from partial mobilization may not reflect Russian President Vladimir Putin’s intentions or orders. A Russian 

media insider claimed on September 24 that officials of the Russian MoD reprimanded military commissars in person 

for negligence in carrying out mobilization and sending out summonses in “excess,” and contrary to the explicit MoD 

guidance regarding exemptions for age, disability, or other limiting factors. Another Russian source claimed that certain 

heads of federal subjects acknowledged that they have mobilized citizens who are technically ineligible. 

Responsibility for the partial mobilization appears to be divided and complex, possibly contributing to 

confusion, disorganization, and violations of Shoigu’s commitments regarding exemptions. The mobilization decree 

specifies that Russian federal subjects are responsible for executing the mobilization while the MoD sets quotas and 

deadlines for filling them.  

A Russian milblogger, in fact, criticized the governor of Russia’s Belgorod Oblast for not being an active participant in 

the mobilization process and noted that the mobilization decree places the onus of carrying out mobilization orders on 

the heads of federal subjects and not on military commissars  Military commissars likely work for the heads of federal 

subjects, however, rather than directly for the MoD, making both responsible for mobilization and creating a possible 

gap between them and the Defense Ministry. 

The military commissars are generally acting as if they had received orders to prioritize getting bodies 

to training centers over adhering to Shoigu’s guidelines, and the seemingly confused chains of responsibility 

for executing the mobilization decree may be responsible for the divergence between Shoigu’s statements and 

commissars’ actions. Shoigu emphatically reiterated on September 21 that mobilization is partial and will only rely on 

those already in the reserve and with combat experience and military experience, but military commissars failed to 

adhere to Shoigu’s guidance, practically from the onset of the mobilization order.  

Continued reports of military commissars conducting chaotic distribution of mobilization summonses indicate that they 

feel significant pressure to carry out mobilization as quickly as possible. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian 

authorities are immediately mobilizing individuals in occupied areas of Ukraine after “rewarding” them with Russian 

passports for participating in sham referenda rather than waiting until annexation makes the mobilization of eligible 

males in Russian-occupied areas legal under Russian law. 

This haste suggests that military commissars feel pressure to expedite mobilization which is not reflected in Shoigu’s 

statements. The MoD is evidently not in full control of mobilization, raising questions about which Russian males 

actually will be mobilized and how effective the mobilized force will be. 

Detentions and clashes between police and protesters reported at rally against mobilisation in 

Dagestan’s Makhachkala - Detentions and clashes 

with the police have started occurring at the protest 

against mobilisation in Dagestan’s Makhachkala, 

there are shots being fired, protesters are trying to 

fight back against the policemen detaining people, 

report local Telegram channels GORETS, Utro 

Dagestan, and Podval Dagestana. 

Today, 25 September, protesters against mobilisation 

blocked the federal highway Khasavyurt-Makhachkala 
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near the village Endirei, while the police were shooting in the air, trying to break up the protest. According to Telegram 

channel Tut Dagestan, 110 people were drafted in Endirei. “People came out to protect their sons, brothers, and 

husbands,” the message on the channel states. 

On 22 September, residents of the Babayurt district in Russia’s Dagestan took to the streets to protest the “partial 

mobilisation”. 

Comment – Once again, Putin and the Kremlin are targeting people in the furthest region of Russia, staying as much as 

possible away from Moscow and other main centers. 

Russia to close borders for citizens subject to mobilisation on 26 September - Starting from today, all 

Russian men subject to mobilisation will be prohibited from going abroad, reports Russian independent media outlet 

IStories, citing Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB).  

However, a Moscow airport source told IStories that the ban will be partial: border guards will receive lists of people 

not allowed to cross the border.  

Previously, several media, citing their sources, reported that Russia was planning to close the borders for men of 

recruitment age after the end of the “referendums” on joining Russia in the self-proclaimed Luhansk and Donetsk 

“people’s republics,” the Russia-occupied Kherson region of Ukraine, and the occupied parts of the Zaporizhzhia region. 

Meduza, citing a source in the presidential administration, claims the borders will be closed on 28 September. 

Zelensky calls on Russians to surrender hours after Putin stiffens penalty - President Zelensky appealed to 

Russians yesterday, warning that their president was knowingly "sending citizens to their death". 

Speaking in Russian, Zelensky called on Moscow's forces to surrender, saying: "You will be treated in a civilized 

manner... no one will know the circumstances of your surrender". 

It came just hours after Russia passed a law toughening punishments for voluntary surrender and desertion following 

the partial mobilisation President Vladimir Putin ordered this week. 

Chechnya authorities draft over 500 ethnic Chechens including those that live in other regions - 

Chechnya authorities have drafted over 500 ethnic Chechens despite Ramzan Kadyrov’s public refusal to mobilize men, 

as per a list of conscripts our source has provided us. 

Many of the conscripted men are permanently resided in other regions of Russia but registered with Chechnya’s 

migration service. As our source says, those are ethnic Chechens who applied for international passports at the 

Chechen migration service when the mobilisation began. They were immediately detained by local police. 

They have all been forcibly brought to military bases in Chechnya. They are now undergoing training and will soon be 

sent to the battle zone in Ukraine. 

Reports that Chechen men are being kidnapped while applying for foreign passports appeared earlier on social media. 

Chechnya is also drafting people who wish to officially change their region of residence. 

Comment – there still exists within Chechnya a resistance movement. Kadyrov will target these men for forced drafting. 

This is not unique in history.  

The Zulu King would constantly target enemy tribes and factions to either capture or surrender to British forces. 

Similarly local chiefs would conscript simple folk to send to the gold mines in South Africa in exchange for gold 

payments in return.  
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Humanitarian 

UN Report: Russian troops raped and tortured children In Ukraine - According to a bombshell United Nations 

investigation, Russian troops have raped and tortured children in Ukraine, carried out a “large number” of executions, 

and committed other widespread war crimes. 

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry reported its findings Friday in Geneva, describing a long list of 

abuses and atrocities in four regions after the investigation that took place in 16 different communities. 

“Based on the evidence gathered by the commission, it has concluded that war crimes have been committed in 

Ukraine,” Erik Mose, the chairman of the three-member commission, told the U.N. Human Rights Council. “The 

Commission has documented cases in which children have been raped, tortured, and unlawfully confined,” he added. 

“There are examples of cases where relatives were forced to witness the crimes,” he added. “In the cases we have 

investigated, the age of victims of sexual and gendered-based violence ranged from 4 to 82 years,” Mose said. 

Izium mass burial site of 436, show violent deaths, torture - A large team of 200 Ukrainian forensic experts, 

police officers and employees of the State Emergency Service finished the gruesome task of uncovering the 436 bodies 

from the mass grave in Izium. And the results, as expected, were more evidence of Russian atrocities. 

Oleh Syniehubov, the head of the Kharkiv region military administration, said that nearly all had died violent deaths and 

that 30 of the dead had signs of torture. 

“There are bodies with a rope around the neck, with hands tied, with broken limbs, and with gunshot wounds. Several 

men had their genitals amputated. All this is evidence of the terrible torture to which the occupiers subjected the 

residents of Izium. Most of the bodies are civilians, 21 are military,” the post said. 

The Humanitarian question – What more will Ukrainian and UN investigators find as they recover further land and 

towns? 

Containment 

British PM Truss tells allies to stand firm on Ukraine - Truss, who became Prime Minister earlier this month, has 

taken a hard line against Russia and China. 

British PM Liz Truss said allies should stand firm on Ukraine and ignore Russian President Vladimir Putin's "sabre-

rattling", as she seeks to mend fences with democratic powers in the face of increasing threats around the world. 

Truss, who met US President Joe Biden and France's Emmanuel Macron on her first foreign trip as prime minister to 

New York last week, called on like-minded democracies to be firm against "autocratic regimes". 

GeoPolitics 

Russia’s friends are getting upset over its war - By the time Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov took the stage at the 

UN General Assembly this week, he and his country had already lost much of the audience. 

Throughout the annual gathering, world leader after world leader had expressed deep discomfort if not outright 

condemnation over Russia’s war in Ukraine. Even some countries that have stayed friendly with the Kremlin called for a 

cease-fire or other ways to end the crisis. Few offered words of comfort to Russia. And Russian President Putin, who did 

not attend UNGA, did himself no favors when he announced mid-week that he was escalating the battle and might 

even use nuclear weapons. 



 

14 
 

The growing global unhappiness with Russia was hard to miss. A senior U.S. diplomat told POLITICO that some foreign 

officials turned down Russian invitations to meet on the UNGA sidelines this past week given the optics. “Their dance 

card wasn’t very full,” the diplomat said. 

But for now, it’s more a shift in tone than anything tangible that could add pressure to the Kremlin economically or 

militarily — many countries still rely on Russia for oil and gas supplies. Lavrov, for one, seemed to realize this, and so 

the veteran diplomat did not hold back in his speech Saturday. 

Lavrov’s defiance and his determined defense of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, nonetheless, doesn’t change the 

uncomfortable reality for Russia that is growing increasingly apparent: Some of its staunchest allies are questioning the 

wisdom of its war in Ukraine, which has handed Russia a series of major territorial losses in recent days. 

Xi ordered China’s military to be ready to seize Taiwan by 2027, CIA says - Chinese leader Xi has ordered the 

Chinese military to be ready to seize Taiwan by 2027, according to CIA Deputy Director David Cohen this week. 

“He has not made the decision to do that, but he has asked his military to put him in a position where if that’s what he 

wanted to do, he would be able to,” Cohen said. “It’s still the assessment of the IC as a whole that Xi’s interest in 

Taiwan is to get control through nonmilitary means.” 

China's leader Xi Jinping is suffering from brain aneurysm and wants to be treated with traditional 

medicine, reports claim - Chinese premier Xi Jinping won't go under the knife to treat a rumored brain aneurysm, 

reports in China claim. 

Bloggers suggested the Beijing leader, 68, prefers traditional medicine and will refuse brain surgery, according to posts 

removed by state censors. 

At the start of the pandemic, China worked to export traditional medicine options for the treatment of Covid. Xi was 

one of the campaign's leading advocates. 

He is thought to have been rushed to hospital late last year after doctors spotted a bulging blood vessel in his brain, 

news agency ANI reported. 

Like Putin, Xi's health has always been a closely guarded secret. 


