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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses ς 56,700 (+400) soldiers killed, 2,275 (+13) enemy tanks, 4,832 (+25) armored  combat vehicles, 1,368 

(+7) artillery systems, 328 (+1) MLRS systems, 170 (+0) air defense systems, 259 (+4) warplanes, 220 (+1) helicopters, 

966 (+10) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 241 (+1) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,701 (+20) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+5) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Multiple Russian aircraft shot down in a day - The Russian Air Force had another bad day in the skies over 

Ukraine as Kyiv claims it downed four jets, drones, and a cruise missile. 

A day after air defenses had to confront waves of Iranian-supplies suicide 

drones, Ukraine says it shot down 4 Russian tactical jet aircraft  

The Ukrainian General Staff claimed troops shot down 

two Russian Su-30SM Flankers, a Su-25SM Frogfoot, a Su-34 

Fullback, five drones, and a cruise missile. Footage showed a Su-34 trailing fire 

from its right engine over the frontline in Kharkiv Oblast, with a later clip showing a fireball 

and crash site in the area. 

Drones are a growing concern. Russian forces sent waves of Iranian drones against targets far from the frontlines on 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ноΦ [ƻǎǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ Ŝxactly why Russia wanted the Iranian 

drones in the first place. 

Positions held by senior Russian military leadership are continuing to change hands, suggesting that Putin 

is continuing to see systemic problems as the result of the personal failings of senior subordinates. The Russian MoD 

reported on September 24 that Colonel-General Mikhail Mizintsev has been appointed Deputy Defense Minister and 

will oversee logistics for the Russian Armed Forces, replacing Army General Dmitry Bulgakov. Mizintsev previously acted 

as head of the Russian National Defense Control Center and served during Russian operations in Syria, notably 

commanding troops on the operational-tactical level during the encirclement of Ukrainian forces in Mariupol.  

Replacement of individual senior leaders is very unlikely to fix fundamental structural problems in the Russian military. 

Lǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ-driven approach to leadership and relative disdain for system-buildingτboth factors that 

contributed to the overall failures of the Russian military in this war. 

Russian forces may be preparing to forcibly mobilize Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) to fight for 

Russia, a violation of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War. 

Russian state media reported on September 24 that Ukrainian POWs detained at the Olenivka prison camp orally 

άǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘέ 5ƻƴŜǘǎƪ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ό5bwύ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5bwΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ά.ƻƘŘŀƴ 
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YƘƳŜƭƴƛǘǎƪȅέ /ƻǎǎŀŎƪ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΦ If Russian or Russian proxy forces coerced Ukrainian POWs into combat, it would be a 

violation of the Geneva Convention on tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƴƻ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ of war may at any time be 

sent to or detained in areas where he Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ȊƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ άōŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻƴ 

labour which is of an unhealthy or ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦέ 

Ukrainian forces likely continued to make gains along the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border and northwest of Lyman. 

Ukrainian military officials indicated that the continued Ukrainian interdiction campaign in southern Ukraine is 

degrading Russian combat capabilities. 

Russian sources identified three locations where Ukrainian troops conducted ground operations in Kherson 

Oblast- northern Kherson Oblast, western Kherson Oblast near the Inhulets River, and northwest of Kherson City near 

the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast border. 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks around Bakhmut, Donetsk City, and in western Donetsk Oblast. 

Ukrainian counteroffensives - Eastern Ukraine: 

(Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - 

Ukrainian forces continued to make localized gains 

along the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian assault 

detachments occupied the settlements of Hrianykivka 

and Horobivka in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast (about 

70km east of Chuhuiv).  

Russian sources additionally indicated that Ukrainian 

forces are continuing positional battles further south 

along the Oskil River near Kupyansk, claims consistent 

with a statement made by the Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) that Ukrainian troops repelled a Russian attack 

on Petropavlivka, 7km east of Kupyansk, which 

indicates that Ukrainian forces have made further 

gains east of Kupyansk.  

Voice of America reported that recent rainfall has 

slowed Ukrainian attempts to advance further east of 

positions along the Oskil River because muddy cross-

country terrain makes it difficult to effectively 

transport heavy weapons and equipment.  

Recent weather patterns in northeastern Kharkiv 

Oblast may explain why recent Ukrainian advances 

near the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border have largely 

been along existing roadways to the east, which 

allows Ukrainian troops to threaten Russian positions 

without having to risk traversing muddy terrain under 

Russian artillery fire.  

To the extent that Ukrainian advances are confined to 

roadways, however, the limited effective Russian forces in the area are more able to concentrate to slow their 



 

3 
 

advances. The fact that Ukrainian forces continue to make gains nevertheless suggests that Russian troops on this axis 

are weak and vulnerable. 

Ukrainian troops also likely continued offensive operations around Lyman. A Russian source claimed that Ukrainian 

troops took control of Nove (18km due north of Lyman) and are continuing to push south of Lyman from the Ridkodub-

Nove line.  

Several Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian troops also took control of half of Novoselivka, 10km northwest of 

Lyman. Russian forces identified the Russian defenders of Lyman to BARS-13 and BARS-16 detachments (the latter of 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άYǳōŀƴέ ŘŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳō-battalion formations comprised of Russian reservists from 

the Russian Special Combat Army Reserve. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) -  

Ukrainian military officials maintained operational 

silence regarding Ukrainian ground maneuvers in 

Kherson Oblast but reiterated that their current 

interdiction campaign in southern Ukraine is 

continuing to have tangible impacts on Russian 

capabilities on this axis.  

¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ 

that Russian units are attempting to rotate units 

and conduct limited ground maneuvers in 

unspecified areas and are setting up new 

defensive lines that are further removed from the 

current frontline. These statements suggest that 

Russian forces are trying to restore and preserve 

current combat capabilities by rotating likely 

exhausted units and moving further back into rear 

areas in the face of continued Ukrainian strikes on 

Russian concentration areas. Unit rotation 

suggests that the Russians will be unable to add 

additional forces to this axis since it implies 

removing exhausted units likely on a one-for-one 

basis with relatively fresher units. 

Social media footage provides visual evidence 

that corroborates both Ukrainian and Russian 

claims of strikes comprising the continued 

Ukrainian interdiction campaign in Kherson 

Oblast. Residents of Nova Kakhovka (60km east of 

Kherson City) reported explosions, corroborating Russian and Ukrainian claims that Ukrainian strikes hit Nova Kakhovka 

and the nearby Kakhovka Hydroelectric Power Plant and Bersylav district.  

Footage from Kherson City shows damage to the Antonivskyi Bridge following consistent Ukrainian strikes on the bridge 

and other Russian transportation assets and concentration areas in the Kherson City area. A Russian source claimed 

that Ukrainian forces struck Russian positions south of the Dnipro River in the Henichesk area (about 170km southeast 

ƻŦ YƘŜǊǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ пл ƪƳ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ǊƛƳŜŀύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 

Operational Command that Ukrainian forces hit a Russian control point near Henichesk. 
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Russian sources identified three locations where Ukrainian troops conducted active ground operations in Kherson 

Oblast τ northern Kherson Oblast, western Kherson Oblast near the Inhulets River, and northwest of Kherson City near 

the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian troops are preparing to push south of Novovoznesenske (about 16km south 

of the Dnipropetrovsk-Kherson Oblast border) and are pulling forces to Osokorivka (25km northeast of 

Novovoznesenske) to continue efforts to push southwards. Russian sources additionally claimed that Ukrainian troops 

are continuing to fight in northern Kherson Oblast near Olhyne and Arkhanhelske, and additionally claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are fighting in western Kherson near the Inhulets River and continuing positional battles near Sukhyi 

Stavok.  

Russian milbloggers additionally indicated that Ukrainian troops are continuing ground maneuvers and positional 

battles northwest of Kherson City in the Posad-Pokrovske area and pulling reserves from Mykolaiv City to reinforce 

positions along the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast border. 

Russian subordinate main effortτDonetsk 

Oblast - Russian troops continued ground 

attacks in Donetsk Oblast on September 24. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian 

attacks northeast of Bakhmut near Soledar and 

Bakhmutske, and south of Bakhmut near 

Odradivka, Kurdyumivka, Zaitseve, and Mayorsk.  

Russian sources claimed that Wagner Group 

fighters are attacking Ukrainian fortifications in 

Zaitseve (8km southeast of Bakhmut) and that 

Wagner detachments are fighting within 

Bakhmut itself, although ISW cannot 

independently confirm these claims.  

Russian forces also continued routine ground 

assaults along the western outskirts of Donetsk 

City and attempted attacks on Kamyanka, 

Avdiivka, Opytne, and Nevelske. Russian sources 

claimed that the 5th Brigade of the Donetsk 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ό5bwύ ǊŜǇŜƭƭŜŘ ŀ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ 

assault on Marinka (on the southwestern 

outskirts of Donetsk City).  

UGS additionally reported that Russian troops 

conducted a limited ground assault on 

Novomykhailivka, about 25km southwest of 

Donetsk City. Russian forces otherwise continued 

routine shelling throughout Donetsk Oblast and 

in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Ukrainian military activity in and around Donetsk 

Oblast is complicating matters for Putin.  

The referndums currently underway do not plan for further loss of Oblast territory. 


