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Conflict Update # 311 

December 31st, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 105,960 (7100) soldiers killed, 3,029 (+3) enemy tanks, 6,075 (+16) armored  combat vehicles, 2,016 

(+6) artillery systems, 423 (+0) MLRS systems, 213 (+1) air defense systems, 283 (+0) warplanes, 269 (+1) helicopters, 

1,746 (+6) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 711 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,707 (+24) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 180 (+0) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

 

 

Russian partisans – There are increasing reports coming through of Russian partisans operating far behind and 

across Russia in support of Ukraine. Although discrete information at this stage, this surely helps explain the huge 

number of ongoing and extraordinary exposions and fires all around Russia. 

Not aimed at the Russian people themselves, most fires in malls and the like occur after hours whilst fires and 

explosions at military installations similarly take place under cover of darkness, but this may be the safest bet against 

guarded facilities. 

There continue to be incidents behind the front lines that go unexplained but continue to harass and threaten Russian 

Main Street. Spread across the entire country these incidents are unnerving the Kremlin and Putin, who this week 

signed into law a life sentence for anyone convicted of sabotage. 

This also serves to underline to the Russian people that this war involves them as well because the bloggersphere is rife 

with panick reports and comment. 
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Engels nuclear airbase – As reported earlier in the week, Ukraine struck this Russian strategic airfield, reportedly the 

primary facility used to house tactical nuclear bombers, for the second time. Russian comment at the time stated 

minimal damage with drones being shot down, and as explained in our earlier report, Moscow always downplay the 

effects of any Ukrianian success. 

So it appears to be the case again, with pretty firm reports coming out that 4 strategic bombers were destroyed and 

some 29 Russian military folk, reportedly pilots, were killed when a building alongside the airfield they were being 

briefed in was bombed. 

That raises another question, how is it that Ukraine strikes these bases – just as they are about to launch attacks 

against Ukrainian cities? How do they know when and where to strike? See the previous article regarding Russian 

partisan forces.  

Russia loses 5 ammunition warehouses, radar station in single day - Oleksandr Shtupun, the 

spokesperson of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, said Russia lost a radar station and ammunition 

warehouses in a Ukrainian strike. 

Shtupun said during an updated operational briefing posted on Facebook that a hospital in Ukraine's Luhansk region 

was "full of wounded Russian servicemen." Ukrainian forces destroyed Russian military equipment and targeted troops. 

"Up to 10 armed occupiers were wounded and destroyed in the Donetsk oblast. In addition, 2 units of military 

equipment were destroyed, and another 3 were damaged," the spokesperson said. "Our aircraft made 5 strikes on 

areas where the occupiers were concentrated. Also, during this day, an enemy reconnaissance UAV of the 'Orlan-10' 

type was shot down." 

He continued: "At the same time, units of missile troops and artillery of the Defense Forces of Ukraine hit 6 areas of 

concentration of enemy manpower and military equipment, 5 ammunition warehouses and a radar station." 

Russians targeting civilians more directly: Mykolaiv Governor - Russia has launched 20 cruise missiles at 

Ukraine on Saturday afternoon, of which Ukrainian forces have shot down 12, according to Ukrainian military chief 

General Valerii Zaluzhnyi. 

At least four civilians were wounded in the Khmelnytskyi province of western Ukraine, according to regional governor 

Serhii Hamalii. Six people were wounded in the southern region of Mykolaiv. 

Mykolaiv Governor Vitaliy Kim said that the Russians were targeting civilians more directly than just by attacking 

infrastructure as in the past. 

‘Ukraine will not forgive’ Russia after latest strikes: Zelenskyy - Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 

said that his country will not forgive Russia and its aggression after Moscow conducted a barrage of strikes just hours 

before the New Year. 

“Several waves of missile attacks on New Year’s Eve. Missiles against people … No one in the world will forgive you for 

this. Ukraine will not forgive,” Zelensky said on social media. 

Russia and Ukraine free 200 captured troops in prisoner swap - More than 200 captured soldiers have been 

freed by Russia and Ukraine in the latest prisoner exchange between the two sides. 

Russia’s defence ministry said 82 Russian soldiers had been released by Ukraine, while the Ukrainian president’s chief 

of staff, Andriy Yermak, said Russia had handed over 140 Ukrainian service personnel. 
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Some of the 132 Ukrainian men and eight women who were freed had been wounded or had fought to defend the 

Black Sea port city of Mariupol and Snake Island, Yermak said in a message on his Telegram page. 

Ukraine downs 12 of more than 20 cruise missiles fired by Russia - Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Valerii 

Zaluzhnyi reported on Dec. 31 that the Air Force shot had shot down 12 of more than 20 cruise missiles fired by Russia. 

They were launched from the Caspian Sea and ground-based launchers, he added. 

The Air Force shot down 6 Russian missiles in Kyiv Oblast, five in the northern Zhytomyr Oblast, and one in the western 

Khmelnytskyi Oblast, according to the military chief. 

Explosions reported in Dzhankoi airport in Russian-occupied Crimea - Local Telegram channels said 

explosions had been heard on Dec. 31 afternoon at the Dzhankoi airport in Russian-occupied Crimea. 

The Dzhankoi airport is a military airbase currently operated by Russian occupying forces. 

Ukrainian Armed Forces also reported explosions at the airport. 

Telegram channels monitoring launches of missiles reported that Dzhankoi was allegedly hit by a high-precision 

weapon. 

Ukrainian authorities didn’t comment on the incident. Occupation authorities didn’t comment either. 

Ukraine’s Armed Forces strike Russian positions near Donetsk, occupiers advance on two fronts 

General Staff report - Ukraine struck a group of Russians near the temporarily occupied city of Donetsk; occupiers 

continue to advance on the Bakhmut and Lyman fronts. 

"Up to 10 armed occupiers were wounded and killed near the city of Donetsk. Apart from that, two units of military 

equipment were destroyed, and another three were damaged." 

Russian forces continue to conduct offensive actions on the Lyman and Bakhmut fronts and try to improve their tactical 

position on the Kupiansk and Avdiivka fronts. 

On the Volyn, Polissia, Sivershchyna and Slobozhanshchyna fronts, there is no significant change in the situation. 

There are no signs of formation of Russian offensive groups. On the Sivershchyna and Slobozhanshchyna fronts, Russian 

army attacked the areas of the settlements of Semenivka and Zaliznyi Mist in Chernihiv Oblast; Zapsillia and Velyka 

Rybytsia in Sumy Oblast and Morokhovets, Ternova, Starytsia, Vovchansk, Bochkove, Chuhunivka and Zarubynka in 

Kharkiv Oblast. 

On the Kupiansk front, the invaders fired near the settlements of Kamianka, Dvorichna, Vilshanka, Kupiansk, Kotliarivka 

and Tabaivka in Kharkiv Oblast and Novoselivske and Stelmakhivka in Luhansk Oblast. 

On the Lyman front, Russian forces shelled Nevske and Dibrova in Luhansk Oblast and Chervonopopivka and Torske in 

Donetsk Oblast. 

On the Bakhmut front, settlements of Spirne, Berestove, Soledar, Bakhmutske, Pidhorodne, Bakhmut, Kostiantynivka, 

Bila Hora, Kurdyumivka, Druzhba, Maiorsk and Niu York in Donetsk Oblast were damaged by Russian attacks. 

On the Avdiivka front, Vesele, Avdiivka, Nevelske, Marinka and Novomykhailivka in Donetsk Oblast came under fire. 

On the Novopavlivka front, the Russians fired on Vuhledar, Prechystivka and Vremivka in Donetsk Oblast. 

On the Zaporizhzhia front, the invaders attacked the areas in and around the settlements of Temyrivka, Huliaipole, 

Dorozhnianka, Novoandriivka, Stepove, Kamianske and Stepnohirsk in Zaporizhzhia Oblast and Nikipol and Prymiske in 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 



 

4 
 

On the Kherson front, civilian infrastructure facilities in the settlement of Kachkarivka in Kherson Oblast and the city of 

Kherson were damaged by Russian attacks from multiple launch rocket systems. 

Over the past 24 hours, the Russian invaders launched 16 airstrikes, 15 of which hit civilian infrastructure. In particular, 

occupiers used 8 Shahed-136 UAVs, and all of them were shot down. Apart from that, invaders launched 17 attacks 

from multiple launch rocket systems. Civilians died in the Russian occupiers’ artillery shelling of peaceful settlements. 

Ukrainian Defence Forces’ aircraft struck areas of concentration of Russian occupying forces five times. Moreover, 

during this day, a Russian reconnaissance Orlan-10 UAV was shot down. 

In addition, Rocket Forces and Artillery units struck six clusters of Russian manpower and military equipment, five 

ammunition storage points and a radar station. 

As of 29 December 2022, the hospital in Bilovodsk, Luhansk Oblast, is overfilled with wounded Russian servicemen. 

Russian air defenses again activated in Sevastopol - Russian air defense systems in the Black Sea port city of 

Sevastopol on the occupied Crimean peninsula were again last night, the Russian-installed governor said on his 

Telegram channel. It was the second such incident this month at or near the headquarters of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, 

which has already relocated some vessels in the 

wake of previous Ukrainian drone attacks. 

While it is unclear what Russian air defense 

batteries were shooting at, video and images 

emerged on social media of apparent air defense 

missiles being launched into the sky. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-

Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces 

continued limited counterattacks to regain lost 

positions along the Svatove-Kreminna line on 

December 30. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported its troops repelled an attack on 

Stelmakhivka, 15km west of Svatove.  

Milbloggers also reported Russian troops 

conducted attacks near Stelmakhivka and 

Dzherelne (10km west of Svatove), with another 

milblogger claiming elements of the 76th 

Airborne Division (VDV) and the 74th Motorized 

Rifle Brigade of the 41st Combined Arms Army of 

the Central Military District advanced northwest 

of Kreminna from Ploshchanka (16km northwest 

of Kreminna) towards Makiivka (22km northwest 

of Kreminna).  

Geolocated footage posted on December 29 

additionally shows Russian soldiers on tactically 

significant heights near Bilohorivka (10km south 

of Kreminna), where fighting is reportedly 

ongoing. 
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Ukrainian forces yesterday struck Russian concentration areas in occupied Luhansk Oblast. LNR posted images of the 

aftermath of a reported Ukrainian HIMARS strike on Alchevsk, Kadiivka, and Bryanka, all settlements about 50km west 

of Luhansk City along the T0504 Luhansk City-Bakhmut highway.  

A Ukrainian military source confirmed that the strikes hit a Russian barracks in Alchevsk and equipment warehouses in 

Kadiivka and Bryanka. Ukrainian sources also reported that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian base in Hirske (about 

40km southeast of Kreminna). 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

yesterday continued offensive 

operations around Bakhmut, albeit at 

a slower pace than over the past few 

days.  

UGS reported its  troops repelled 

attacks near Soledar (10km northeast 

of Bakhmut), Ivanivske (5km west of 

Bakhmut), and Klishchiivka (7km 

southwest of Bakhmut). 

UGS typically names more settlements 

around Bakhmut as the targets of 

Russian attacks in its daily report, and 

this inflection may indicate that the 

pace of Russian attacks around this 

city  is slowing, possibly supporting 

ISW’s forecast that the Russian 

offensive around Bakhmut may be 

culminating.  

A claimed Russian troops took control 

of certain strongholds near 

Pidhorodne, 5km northeast of 

Bakhmut. Geolocated combat footage 

posted on December 29 shows 

Wagner Group positions in the 

Opytnenska Zosh school about 2km 

south of Bakhmut. 

Milbloggers notably reported 

Ukrainian troops launched 

counterattacks to regain positions south and east of Bakhmut, coupled with geolocated footage from December 29 

showing Ukrainian forces counterattacking south of Bakhmut and entering the northwestern sector of Kurdyumivka, 

about 12km southwest of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks north of Avdiivka and along the western outskirts of Donetsk City on 

December 30. UGS reported they repelled Russian attacks on Avdiivka, Kamyanka (5km north of Avdiivka), and Vesele, 

Vodiane, Krasnohorivka, and Marinka (all ranging from the northwestern to southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City).  
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A milblogger claimed Russian troops continued attacks along the western outskirts of Donetsk City, including on 

Vodiane, Pervomaiske, Nevelske, and Opytne, and that Ukrainian troops unsuccessfully tried to counterattack in 

Marinka. Russian forces continued routine fire along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line of contact and in western Donetsk 

and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Ukrainian forces yesterday struck a Russian concentration area in Donetsk City. Russian and Ukrainian sources posted 

pictures of the aftermath of a reported Ukrainian strike on the Viktoriya Hotel in Donetsk City, which was reportedly 

frequented by prominent Russian figures and military personnel.  

Russian media reported the Head of the Control and Investigation Department of the Military Investigation Department 

of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation for the Joint Grouping of Troops, Yevgeny Ryabkov, died in 

the strike. 

Southern Axis - A Russian source 

claimed their forces conducted 

limited ground assaults in 

Zaporizhia Oblast yesterday whilst 

a milblogger claimed that Russian 

forces are conducting local 

offensives on certain sectors of the 

front in Zaporizhia Oblast and 

assault detachments broke 

through the first line of Ukrainian 

defenses west of Dorozhnianka, 

Zaporizhia Oblast (8km south of 

Hulyaipole).  

The Zaporizhia Oblast 

Administration reported Russian 

forces remain focused on 

defending their positions in 

Zaporizhia Oblast, however.  

ISW has not observed any 

indicators that Russian forces are 

preparing for or conducting 

offensive operations in Zaporizhia 

Oblast and may be conducting 

limited operations to improve their 

tactical positions in Zaporizhia 

Oblast, but such tactical actions do 

not suggest that Russian forces are 

preparing for future offensives on 

the operational level in this section 

of the frontline. 

Russian forces continued routine 

artillery and missile strikes west of 

Huyaipole, on the west (right) bank 
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of the Dnipro River in Dnipropetrovsk and Kherson oblasts, and in Mykolaiv Oblast. Ukrainian sources reported enemy 

forces struck Kherson City, Nikopol, and Ochakiv.  

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Head Valentyn Reznichenko reported Russian forces conducted five drone attacks in 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast and that Ukrainian air defenses shot all the drones down. 

Russian air defenses in Russian-occupied Crimea were activated on December 30. Russian-occupied Sevastopol 

Governor Mikhail Razvozhaev stated their air defenses activated over Sevastopol, and Russian and Ukrainian sources 

posted footage showing those air defenses operating. A Russian milblogger claimed that there were explosions in 

Dzhankoi, Crimea, but ISW cannot independently verify whether any explosions occurred. 

Inside the Wagner Group: The criminals and contractors fighting Putin's war - For years, the Wagner Group 

has been shrouded in secrecy—the Kremlin has repeatedly denied its existence, claiming to have no knowledge of the 

organization which provides fighters for hire. 

Russia has—since the shadowy group's formation in 2014—brushed off any links with the state, pushing out 

disinformation campaigns to obfuscate the West's knowledge of the network. 

The Wagner Group has been accused of doing Russia's dirty work in regions including Syria, Libya, the Central African 

Republic, Sudan, Mozambique, and eastern Ukraine and its contractors have been accused of committing human rights 

violations while doing so. 

 Meanwhile, the Kremlin has maintained that 

mercenaries are illegal under Russian law and that 

private military security companies would also not be 

permitted under its legislation to offer services 

outside of Russia. Thus, the group doesn't exist on 

paper, has no legal status, and so is not a corporate 

entity. 

But the public narrative in Russia about the sprawling 

network changed after February 24, when Putin 

launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and the 

Russian army quickly began to suffer heavy losses of 

personnel and equipment. 

Yevgeny Prigozhin, a convicted criminal, a Russian 

businessman, and close ally of Putin, stepped out of 

the shadows in September and declared himself to be 

the mastermind behind the paramilitary group, which 

is heavily involved in the current fighting in Ukraine 

and assisted the Russian military in the annexation of Crimea in 2014. 

He claimed he previously "avoided" associating himself with the Wagner Group to protect the identity of its soldiers. 

Although the Kremlin still officially denies any direct connections between the Wagner Group and the state, many 

believe its campaigns are coordinated with Russia's Defense Ministry. 

Vladimir Osechkin, a Russian human rights activist and the head of the Gulagu.net anti-corruption project, a prisoners' 

rights group, has interviewed former members of the Wagner Group. 
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Osechkin, who is believed to have a vast network of informants inside Russia's prison system, is currently in exile in 

France. He told Newsweek that former members say the organization exists as a "branch" of the GRU established under 

the Russian defense ministry. 

"Mercs (mercenaries) working in Africa is an established norm" thanks in part to decades of operations by contractors 

from South Africa, said Jason Blazakis of the New York-based Soufan Group think-tank. 

No information is publicly available about the group's size or finances. 

But around Africa, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington has found evidence since 

2016 of Russian soldiers of fortune in Sudan, South Sudan, Libya, the Central African Republic (CAR), Madagascar and 

Mozambique. 

In Mozambique video footage emerged showing Wagner mercenaries executing a fighter with a sledge hammer – 

obviously their execution weapon of choice. 

Comment – Just as is happening in Bakhmut, Wagner Group mercenaries have been defeated across the globe in areas 

where they have been contracted to fight. They have seen losses in Mozambique, Venezuela and Libya, among others.  

In 2018 in what came to be known as the Battle of Khasham, American forces absolutely annihilated hundreds of 

Wager mercenaries and Syrian members when they attempted to attack a US outpost. 

In the aftermath of the slaughter, Russian state media downplayed the battle. Maria Zakharova, press secretary for the 

Foreign Ministry of Russia, said only five Russian contractors were killed. Reports of audio recordings purportedly 

featuring Russians describing the battle tell a much different story.  

In each defeat the cause has been attributed to bad planning, lack of communication and poor execution. 

Nothing changes it seems. 

Kremlin showing cracks as Putin fires another general - Putin’s revolving door of generals "probably" indicates 

fractures in the Kremlin and disagreement among top officials as the war in Ukraine enters its 11th month.  

"The continued churn of senior Russian officers probably reflects internal divisions regarding the Russian Ministry of 

Defense’s future conduct of the war," a British Defense intelligence update stated on Friday.  

The report followed rumblings that Lieutenant General Yevgeniy Nikiforov is "likely in the process of taking over 

command" of Russia’s Western Group of Forces. 

Russian Mobilization 

Russian and Ukrainian sources continued to discuss a likely and imminent second wave of mobilization. Head of the 

Chechen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov inadvertently confirmed an upcoming second wave of mobilization during a 

December 29 press conference about mobilization in which he stated that Chechnya overfulfilled its mobilization 

requirements by 254% and therefore Chechen residents will not be mobilized in the second wave of mobilization.  

Chief of the Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Kyrylo Budanov stated in an interview with BBC that Russian 

authorities have made the decision to start another wave of mobilization on January 5, or potentially January 9, 

because they lack manpower. Senior Kremlin officials denied claims of a second wave of mobilization as recently as 

December 21, as ISW has previously reported.  
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ISW assesses that a second wave of mobilization would not fix the shortcomings of the Russian military as the Kremlin’s 

force generation efforts are contingent on its ability to invest time and supplies in its personnel, requirements that are 

fundamentally at odds with the Kremlin’s failures of long-term strategic planning. 

Russian authorities continued efforts to crack down on military personnel who refuse to fight. BBC’s Russian service 

reported two days ago the Russian MoD developed and published a draft presidential decree legalizing extreme 

punishment of Russian personnel who have committed offenses against the Russian military by creating “field 

guardhouses.” The report stated the Russian military would place the misbehaving personnel into isolated field 

guardhouses designed to be worse than other military holding cells. The decree reportedly forbids the creation of 

guardhouses in dungeons, basements that do not have windows or adequate ventilation, various containers, and pits 

"with the exception of cases due to the preservation of the lives of military personnel.” This decree does not appear to 

have yet been signed by Putin. ISW has been unable to locate the originally published draft of this presidential decree. 

The Russian government has not prepared itself for the consequences of its soldiers returning to Russian society. 

Independent Russian news outlet The Moscow Times reported in early December that soldiers trickling back to Russia 

after time on the Ukrainian front are struggling to reintegrate into Russian society.  

The Moscow Times reported many Russian veterans have not received proper mental health support, despite the 

government’s claims of providing up to thirty days of medical and psychological rehabilitation after demobilization. A 

Russian grass-roots support group called War Veterans told The Washington Post “there are no rehabilitation 

programs” for veterans in Russia.  

The Kremlin reportedly abandoned and forgotten its veterans of other recent wars and it appears that veterans of the 

current war are unlikely to be better off. ISW previously reported on the failures of the Russian government to pay its 

troops, provide land plots to veterans of the conflict in Ukraine, and meet the basic needs of Russian troops.  

The Washington Post noted that reports of violent altercations in Russia involving returned soldiers have already 

increased. A milblogger reported on December 29 that a Russian veteran in Petrozavodsk shot his wife upon his return 

to Russia from Ukraine and called the police on himself. Although issues with the reintegration of combat veterans are 

by no means unique to the Russian case, it is likely that the lack of material support and attention by Russian officials to 

this issue will serve as yet another point of domestic friction as the war continues. 

Impacts 

Chinese aircraft carrier nears US territory of Guam - The Chinese aircraft carrier Liaoning made a rare approach 

to the U.S. island territory of Guam in what a Chinese newspaper interpreted as a warning to the U.S. over Taiwan. 

 The Liaoning and its escorting vessels have been conducting drills in the West 

Pacific since mid-December, when Japan announced its new 

security strategy that named China as an unprecedented 

"strategic challenge." 

The Japanese Ministry of Defense's Joint Staff Office said 

in a statement on Wednesday that during ten days from 

Dec. 17 to Dec. 27, Chinese carrier-based aircraft 

conducted a total of about 260 take-offs and landings, 

prompting Japan to scramble military aircraft and vessels. 
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The Chinese fleet, consisting of the Liaoning, one Type 055 large missile destroyer and a number of other vessels, was 

sailing near the remote Okinawa Prefecture islands of Okidaito and Kitadaito, but also near Okinotorishima, the 

southernmost part of Japan. 

The statement said on Dec. 25 the Liaoning was spotted 670 kilometers (416 miles) southeast of Okinotorishima, about 

618 km (384 miles) northwest of Guam, before returning to the waters between Taiwan and Japan. 

Russian mob boss warns 'There is a change of power' in the country – A Russian mob boss warned civilians of 

a "change of power" in the country, saying that convicts recruited by the Wagner Group, a Russian mercenary outfit, for 

Vladimir Putin's war in Ukraine will eventually wreak havoc in society. 

In a video appeal that circulated on social media this month, Grisha Moskovsky spoke out against Yevgeny Prigozhin, a 

Putin ally and founder of the Wagner Group, and Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, saying that they are creating two 

power groups. He appealed to Russians to be cautious. 

"Now two gangs are forming in Russia. Two gangs, one gang is the Wagner's and the other gang is Kadyrov's. Now there 

is a change of power in Russia," he said. "Who is a scoundrel and who will come to power." 

He continued: "But this will not bring good to Russia and Russians." 

"Believe me, imagine who the Wagner's are. All former convicts who were 20, 15,18, 19 years old, who are behind 

rape, for the spread of murder, and for all kinds of violence," Moskovsky said. "And now they are free and they want to 

eat, they want to earn money and want to feel good. And who will they go to? They will go to you, the common 

Russians." 

Reznikov warns Russians of 'one week left' before Putin closes borders - Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii 

Reznikov warned Russian citizens in a video address yesterday that Russia's leadership is preparing a new wave of 

mobilization and plans to close the border within a week. 

"I know for a fact that you have about one week left before you still have any choice," he said, speaking in Russian.  

"In early January, the Russian authorities will close the borders to men, declare martial law, and begin another wave of 

mobilization. Borders will also be closed in Belarus," he said.  

Earlier Kyrylo Budanov, head of Ukraine's Intelligence Directorate, said in an interview with the BBC that Russia is 

planning a new wave of mobilization starting Jan. 5 due to a lack of manpower.  

They have lost over 100,000 soldiers in their war against Ukraine.  

Suffering defeats on the battlefield, Russia has also had to rely on the Kremlin-backed private mercenary Wager Group 

to bolster its forces, who are known to recruit from among Russian prisons to fill ranks.  

Reznikov also made a point to say this latest wave of conscription "concerns residents of large Russian cities." Moscow 

and St. Petersburg have largely been shielded from the Kremlin's mobilization drives, while ethnic minorities in other 

Russian regions have been found to be disproportionately called up. 

Is China Airlifting Supplies to Russia? What We Know, What We Don't - Reports that Russian transport 

aircraft has visited China multiple times in recent days has sparked rumors that China is airlifting supplies to Russia, 

amid President Vladimir Putin's ongoing war in Ukraine. 

Defense Express, a Ukrainian military news outlet, reported on November 27 that flight-tracking services show Russian 

Antonov An-124 transport aircraft visited China nine times in seven days. 
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The news outlet posted a video on its Telegram channel reportedly taken at Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport 

in Henan province, China. 

According to Defense Express, flight-tracking services show nine An-124 "Ruslan" flights to China and only three in the 

return direction over the past seven days, "which directly indicates that the transponder was turned off during some of 

the flights." 

The news outlet said aircraft with the numbers RA-82074, RA-82044 and RA-82081 are involved in "transportation," 

and suggested that Russia is sending the aircraft to carry military cargo. 

Putin 

More senior Russians die - Putin's 'rocket man' becomes latest senior Russian official to 

mysteriously die - days after top former Kremlin general was found dead on Christmas Day. 

The man who made Vladimir Putin's dreams of space exploration possible has 

died aged 74. 

Vladimir Nesterov, is the latest casualty this year among Russia's 

elite and the fourth official reported dead in a matter of days.  

He pioneered the new 'world's best' Angara rocket and was the 

former general director of the Khrunichev Centre, which Putin 

hoped would facilitate Russia's first manned mission to the moon. 

Authorities accused him of pocketing upwards of £57million, and he had been under house arrest pending further 

investigation. Nesterov's cause of death has not been revealed.  

Alexander Buzakov, 65, director general of Admiralty Shipyards, in charge of building new submarines armed with 

deadly Kalibr missiles, also unexpectedly died earlier this week. 

And General Alexei Maslov, 69, former commander of Russian ground forces with close ties to Ukraine, died 'suddenly' 

on Christmas day, after Putin abruptly cancelled a trip to the tank enterprise where he worked as an international sales 

ambassador. 

Buzakov had been healthy the day before he died, and 'nothing had been heard about Maslov's health problems'. 

Putin's inner circle is frustrated because the Russian president 'doesn't know what to do' with war in 

Ukraine, report says - Putin's inner circle is frustrated because they feel Putin is unsure of what to do next with the 

war in Ukraine, The Washington Post reported on Thursday. 

Several sources told The Post they believe that he does not have a plan for how to continue the full-scale invasion, 

which was launched just over 10 months ago. 

"There is huge frustration among the people around him," an unnamed Russian billionaire, who is in contact with top-

ranking officials in the Kremlin, told The Post. "He clearly doesn't know what to do." 

As Russia continues to struggle in Ukraine, Putin has retreated from the public eye. He recently canceled his annual 

State of the Nation address, usually held on New Year's Eve. 

He added that Putin is increasingly isolated: "He doesn't like speaking with people anyway. He has a very narrow circle, 

and now it has gotten narrower still." (Comment – a la Hitler?). 
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Tatyana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, told The Post that many in 

Russia's elite are starting to lose faith in their leader because he is "incapable of giving answers to questions." 

"The elite does not know what to believe, and they fear to think about tomorrow," she told The Post. "To a large 

degree, there is the feeling there is no way out, the situation is irreparable, they are totally dependent on one person." 

One Russian official, who was not named, told The Post: "How can [Putin] tell us everything is going to plan, when we 

are already in the 10th month of the war, and we were told it was only going to take a few days." 

The official added that Putin's only tactic right now appears to be urging the West and Ukraine to begin peace talks, 

something which he did most recently on Christmas Day. 

"But" the official told The Post, Putin is willing to talk "only on his terms." 

Containment 

Sunak vows UK will stand with Ukraine against Putin’s brutality - U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said in his 

New Year message that Britain would continue to stand with Ukraine against Russian "barbaric and illegal invasion" of 

Ukraine in 2023. 

“2023 will give us an opportunity to showcase the very best of Britain on the world stage, continuing to stand with our 

Ukrainian friends against Putin’s brutality, and defending freedom and democracy wherever we find it under threat,” 

Sunak said. 

The U.K. provided $2.8 billion (£2.3 billion) in military aid to Ukraine in 2022, which is more than any other nation 

except for the U.S. 

Sunak’s government has committed to sustaining the same level of funding to Ukraine in 2023, the UK’s Defense 

Secretary Ben Wallace announced on Dec. 29. 

Not only HIMARS: Ukraine’s Defence Ministry shows French MLRS that pounds Russian troops - The 

Ministry of Defence of Ukraine posted a video of LRU, a French multiple launch rocket system, which has been 

destroying Russian forces in the forefront for a month now. 

The Lance Roquette Unitaire Multiple Launch Rocket System, or LRU for short, is a French upgrade of the American 

M270 MLRS. The first LRU arrived in Ukraine from France in late November. 

LRU features 

• Main type of projectiles used: M31 Missile 

• Effective range : up to 80 kilometres 

• Maximum possible salvo: 12 missiles 

• Crew: three people (launcher commander, gunner operator, driver mechanic) 

• Weight: 21.1 tonnes 

• Propulsion system: diesel engine, 450 horsepower 

• Speed: up to 70 km/h 

U.S. considers sending Bradley fighting vehicles to Ukraine - The United States is considering sending Bradley 

Fighting Vehicles to Ukraine as part of a further package of military support. 
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People familiar with the matter told Bloomberg that a final decision hasn't been made, and the timeline 

for when the vehicles would be operational is also unclear. 

 The Bradley Fighting Vehicle, made by BAE Systems, is a powerful lightly armored and tracked vehicle 

with a range of roughly 300 miles. The vehicle is capable of destroying any other vehicle 

on the battlefield, including tanks. 

Mark Cancian, a former White House defense budget analyst, said that 

Bradleys would provide "a major increase in ground combat 

capability because it is, in effect, a light tank," 

according to the Kyiv Independent. 

"Unlike the previously provided M113s, the 

Bradley is heavily armed with a powerful 25mm 

gun and TOW anti-tank missiles," Cancian said. 

"The United States has many Bradleys, though 

some are older and need upgrades, so inventory is 

not a problem." 

Cancian added that it would be months before Ukrainian troops could use them as they would need to be trained on 

how to operate and maintain the vehicles. 

Zelenskyy, BlackRock CEO agree to coordinate Ukraine rebuilding investment - Zelenskyy and BlackRock 

chief executive officer Larry Fink have agreed to coordinate investment efforts to rebuild Ukraine following Russia's 

invasion nearly one year ago. 

Zelenskyy's office made the announcement Wednesday after the Ukrainian president and Fink met during a video 

conference call earlier this week. 

BlackRock is one of the world's leading investment managers with client assets worth about $8 trillion. 

The investment firm has been providing "advisory support for designing an investment framework, with a goal of 

creating opportunities for both public and private investors to participate in the future reconstruction and recovery of 

the Ukrainian economy," the company said in a statement last month. 

Humanitarian 

Evidence of Russian crimes mounts as war in Ukraine drags on – Nearly a year into Russia’s latest invasion of 

Ukraine, overwhelming evidence shows the Kremlin’s troops have waged total war, with disregard for international 

laws governing the treatment of civilians and conduct on the battlefield. 

Ukraine is investigating more than 58,000 Russian war crimes — killings, kidnappings, indiscriminate bombings and 

sexual assaults. Reporting by The Associated Press and “Frontline,” recorded in a public database, has independently 

verified more than 600 incidents that appear to violate the laws of war. Some of those attacks were massacres that 

killed dozens or hundreds of civilians and as a totality it could account for thousands of individual war crimes. 

As Khan, chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court in The Hague, told the AP, “Ukraine is a crime scene.” 

While authorities have amassed a staggering amount of evidence — the conflict is among the most documented in 

human history — they are unlikely to arrest most of those who pulled the trigger or gave the beatings anytime soon, let 

alone the commanders who gave the orders and political leaders who sanctioned the attacks. 


