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Conflict Update # 177 

September 9th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 51,900 (+650) soldiers killed, 2,122 (+10) enemy tanks, 4,585 (+18) armored  combat vehicles, 1,237 

(+11) artillery systems, 306 (+1) MLRS systems, 159 (+0) air defense systems, 239 (+0) warplanes, 211 (+1) helicopters, 

888 (+4) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 214 (+5) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,399 (+55) trucks and 

tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 107 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Ukrainian successes on the 

Kharkiv City-Izyum line are 

creating fissures within the 

Russian information space and 

eroding confidence in Russian 

command to a degree not seen 

since a failed Russian river 

crossing in mid-May. Ukrainian 

military officials announced that 

Ukrainian forces advanced 50km deep 

into Russian defensive positions north 

of Izyum, but the Russian Ministry of 

Defense (MoD) notably did not issue 

any statement regarding Ukrainian 

advances in Kharkiv Oblast.  

Ukrainian successes and the Russian 

MoD’s silence prompted many Russian 

milbloggers to criticize and debate 

Russian failures to retain control over 

the city of Balakliya, approximately 

44km northwest of Izyum. Some 

milbloggers claimed that Russian forces 

fully or partially withdrew from 

Balakliya in good order, while others 

complained that Ukrainian forces beat 

Russian forces out of the settlement.  

Others noted that Rosgvardia units 

operating in the area did not 

coordinate their defenses or have 

sufficient artillery capabilities to 

prevent Ukrainian counterattacks in the region. Milbloggers warned about an impending Ukrainian counteroffensive 
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northwest of Izyum for days prior to Ukrainian advances, and some milbloggers noted that Russian command failed to 

prepare for “obvious and predictable” Ukrainian counteroffensives. Others noted that Ukrainian forces have 

“completely outplayed” the Russian military command in Balakliya, while others encouraged readers to wait to discuss 

Russian losses and withhold criticism until Russian forces stabilize the frontlines. 

The current tone and scale of Russian milblogger criticism echo the response to Russia’s loss of a large 

amount of armor in a failed Russian river crossing in Bilohorivka, Luhansk Oblast, in May. ISW assessed at 

the time that the catastrophic Russian 

losses suffered due to incompetence 

shook the confidence of pro-Russian 

milbloggers, sparking criticism of the 

Russian war effort. Russian milbloggers 

and social media users accessed satellite 

imagery that showed devastating losses of 

Russian military equipment, which caused 

many to comment on the incompetence of 

the Russian military and analyze the scene 

on a tactical level. The Russian MoD did 

not comment on the situation, fueling 

burgeoning doubts about Russia’s 

prospects in Ukraine. 

The Russian MoD repeated its 

Bilohorivka information mistake by 

failing to acknowledge the situation 

around Kharkiv Oblast and establish 

a desired narrative, leaving 

milbloggers to fill this gap with 

criticism of Russian forces. The 

Russian MoD only claimed to have 

destroyed a Ukrainian ammunition depot 

in Balakliya. Some milbloggers complained 

that the Russian MoD did not seize the 

information space in a timely manner to 

prevent the spread of Ukrainian social 

media on Russian Telegram channels, 

leading to distrust among Russian 

audiences. Milbloggers largely supported 

the Russian MoD’s narratives that the 

Ukrainian counteroffensive in Kherson 

Oblast had completely failed just days 

prior to Ukrainian breakthroughs in 

Kharkiv Oblast. Such a shift in milblogger 

perceptions of Russian progress in Ukraine 

can be partially attributed to the flaws in the Russian war-time information strategy, namely that: 
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• The Russian MoD struggles to address unexpected Ukrainian operations because its information strategy relies 

on portraying the Russian invasion of Ukraine as an easy and faultless operation. This promotes a lack of 

situational awareness within the Kremlin and the Russian media space. 

• The Russian MoD needs a significant amount of time to develop and spread false narratives in the Russian 

information space. The Kremlin and Russian MoD successfully did so prior to the long-awaited Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in the south, and milbloggers largely followed the Kremlin’s line. The Russian MoD failed to 

have a narrative ready for Ukrainian operations in Kharkiv Oblast. 

• Milbloggers will share and promote footage and imagery of fighting unfavorable to Russian forces that will 

dominate coverage in the Russian information space if the Russian MoD does not provide its own media. 

Supporting Effort #2- Southern 

Axis - Russian forces did not conduct 

offensive operations in western 

Zaporizhia Oblast and continued 

routine shelling along the frontline on 

September 8. Geolocated footage 

showed an explosion at the Russian-

occupied Vasylivka Bus Terminal near 

the Russian checkpoint to Ukrainian 

lines in Zaporizhia Oblast. 

Russian sources accused the Ukrainian 

government of conducting two drone 

attacks on the bus terminal and 

targeting residents who have returned 

to the Russian-occupied Zaporizhia 

Oblast. Russian forces have previously 

undertaken measures to restrict 

passage via the Vasylivka checkpoint 

and may be attempting to scare 

evacuees from leaving occupied 

territories by striking the checkpoint. 

ISW cannot independently verify the 

party responsible for the strike, 

however. Russian sources also 

published footage of Russian forces 

reportedly attempting to shoot down a 

Ukrainian drone in Berdyansk on 

September 7. Social media footage 

showed a plume of smoke in Tokmak 

(a strategic Russian logistics hub north 

of Melitopol), but the cause of the 

smoke is unclear. 

Russian occupation officials continued to accuse Ukrainian forces of shelling and conducting drone attacks against 

Enerhodar. The Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Internal Affairs Minister Vitaly Kiselyov published footage of damage 
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to the Enerhodar occupation administration building’s roof following a claimed Ukrainian loitering munition strike on 

the building.  

Russian sources also claimed to have arrested an individual responsible for spotting targets for Ukrainian drones in 

Enerhodar. Russian-backed Zaporizhia Oblast Military-Civilian Administration Head Vladimir Rogov claimed that 

Ukrainian forces shelled Enerhodar but did not provide any visual evidence supporting his accusation. Rogov also 

claimed that only the sixth reactor at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) is operating, and at an extremely 

low capacity. 

Russian forces continued to fire multiple launch rocket systems (MLRS) and heavy tube artillery at Nikopol and 

launched a cruise missile at Kryvyi Rih Raion on September 8. Ukrainian officials also reported that Russian forces 

launched Kh-22 cruise missiles at Bereznehuvate Hromada (territorial community) and continued shelling along the 

Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast border. Social media users published footage showing smoke at the Saky Air Base in western 

Crimea and a cloud of smoke in Yevpatoria. 

Observation – Given the huge losses suffered by Russian in the last week and given further the situation going 

forward not looking good at all for their Donbas “special operation,” it will not be surprising for NATO and the US to be 

closely watching activity levels at Russian nuclear and unconventional weapons sites, via satellite monitoring systems. 

Russia may consider it essential to escalate its attack by including tactical nuclear and unconventional weapons of mass 

destruction. Western countries no doubt have a good idea of the locations of most of these sites and what stepped up 

levels of activity in and around those sites will indicate Russia is considering introduction of these tactical strikes. 

Given Russia’s duplicitous run up to the February invasion, it can be safely assumed that the West will not be caught 

napping again. 

Just as certain is that high level diplomacy is quietly underway with Russia being directly cautioned against introduction 

of such escalated means of attack. 

Top Russian commander of invading army captured by Ukraine - Ukrainian media outlets and social media 

users have speculated that a top Russian commander has been captured as Kyiv's counteroffensive against Moscow's 

forces gathers pace. 

Images and video shared on Twitter and Telegram purportedly show Lieutenant General Andrei Sychevoi among a 

group of Russian troops handcuffed on their knees with one social media user saying they were near Balakliya, in the 

Kharkiv region. 

Ukraine counterattack takes Russia – and everyone else – by surprise - A sudden, unexpected Ukrainian 

military success south-east of Kharkiv changes the analysis of Kyiv’s counterattack strategy. What had been expected to 

be a well-telegraphed effort to isolate the city of Kherson in the south has been turned on its head by the sudden 

pushback against Russian forces at the northern edge of the front. 

The effort started Tuesday, and by Wednesday the US Institute for the Study of War estimated that Ukraine’s forces 

had, in a surprise attack, advanced “at least 20km into Russian-held territory” recapturing approximately 400 sq km 

(154 sq miles) in an area scarcely focused on by military analysts until now. 

According to one Russian military blogger, as highlighted by Rob Lee, a former US marine and military analyst, 

Ukrainian forces massed a “powerful tank fist” with 15 tanks to break through the occupiers lines. Cleverly, Kyiv had 

brought up its air defences in support, preventing Russian jets from immediately striking back to eradicate the gains, a 

sign of more sophisticated battlefield tactics. 
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The fighting is concentrated around the village of Balakliia, roughly 45 miles south-east of Kharkiv – which appears to 

still be held by the Russians, but which Ukraine hopes to surround – and in the vicinity of Shevchenkovo on the way to 

the Russian staging post of Kupiansk. The military aim is to increase pressure on Izium, a strategic city captured by the 

invaders at the end of April, a gateway to the western Donbas. 

Contrast this to the Russian approach. Kremlin-directed forces are not used to thinking flexibly. When they have 

announced an offensive, as happened in spring, Moscow stuck to it, and for several months made slow but real gains in 

the eastern Donbas using the simple and grimly effective tactic of concentrating its artillery on a succession of cities, 

now Bakhmut. 

In the past few weeks, though, the initiative has passed from Russia to Ukraine – a point clearly demonstrated by this 

week’s events south-east of Kharkiv. The medium-term strategic prize for Ukraine remains recapturing Kherson, 

because of its exposed position across the Dnieper River and because Russian-held bridges and river crossings 

resupplying the city appear easy to target. 

Nevertheless, the progress near Kharkiv is significant, although it remains unclear if Ukraine can keep it up as autumn 

begins. Attackers usually sustain greater casualties. A Swedish volunteer in Ukraine described, in an Instagram posting, 

that only three soldiers from his platoon of 22 remain, with four killed in “one single shot” earlier this week from a tank 

grenade aimed at their bunker. 

On the other hand, Ukrainian morale appears higher than for Russian counterparts as the war drags on into its seventh 

month. The country’s leaders are briefing allies they believe there is a short window up into November where their 

forces can show that they could push the Russians back – and do so much further again in a well-planned offensive in 

the spring. 

Dozens of towns retaken from Russians - Ukraine’s multipronged offensive that kicked off about a week ago has 

punched miles into Russian-occupied territory in multiple sectors, with dozens of towns recaptured, scores of prisoners 

taken, and many pieces of abandoned equipment seized. 

Brig. Gen. Hromov, Deputy Chief of the Main Operations Department of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine, said Thursday that Ukrainian forces had pierced Russian lines around Kharkiv in the north and pressed more 

than 30 miles beyond. In a matter of a few days, they have liberated at least 20 settlements, Hromov told the Kyiv 

Independent news service. Anton Gerashcenko, an advisor to Ukraine’s minister of internal affairs, also confirmed the 

progress on Sept. 8. 

Ukraine’s Western arms have inflicted ‘significant damage’ on Russian supply, communications lines, 

top US officer says - The Ukrainian military has performed well with the weapons that the United States and other 

nations have provided for them, the top U.S. military officer said Thursday. 

Using the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, that the US and other countries have provided, Ukrainian 

forces have done “significant damage” to “Russian supply lines and ammunition supply points and command and 

control nodes as they as they continue to shape the battlefield to be able to maneuver to retake some of their 

sovereign territory,” Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Thursday during a meeting here of 

the Defense Contact Group of nations supporting Ukraine.   

Such successes make it easier for the U.S. and other countries that support Ukraine to make the case for continuing 

that support, even as observers predict the fight against Russian invaders to stretch at least into the next year.  

Milley said the United States had sent the beleaguered country 16 HIMARS launchers, thousands of Guided Multiple 

Launch Rocket System, or GMLRS, rockets, and almost half a million rounds of 155mm ammunition, thousands of anti-

tank missiles, anti-aircraft weapons, small arms and other pieces of equipment. 
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“We are seeing real and measurable gains from Ukraine in the use of these systems,” he said, offering that Ukrainian 

forces have used HIMARS to hit more than 400 targets. 

In the past few days, Ukraine has expanded its counteroffensive to retake territory around both Kharkiv and Kherson. 

Does Milley think this effort is spreading the Ukrainian forces too thin? “No, I don’t,” he said, describing the moves as 

“a very deliberate offensive operation that is calibrated to set conditions and then seize their objectives.” 

'Substantial victory' for Kyiv as Russian front crumbles near Kharkiv - Ukrainian forces were charging through 

an expanding area of previously Russian-held territory in the east on Friday after bursting through the frontline in a 

surprise breakthrough that could mark a major turning point in the war. 

One viral image showed troops holding up a Ukrainian flag at a highway welcome sign for Kupiansk, previously more 

than 50 km inside Russia's front line. The city is a vital strategic target as the junction of several of the main railway 

lines supplying Russian troops at the front. 

After keeping silent for a day, Moscow effectively acknowledged that a section of its frontline had crumbled southeast 

of Ukraine's second largest city Kharkiv. 

"The very fact of a breach of our defences is already a substantial victory for the Ukrainian armed forces," the head of 

the Moscow-installed administration for occupied areas in Kharkiv province, Vitaly Ganchev, said on Russian state TV. 

Ganchev later said his administration was trying to evacuate civilians from cities including Izium, Russia's main 

stronghold and logistics base in the province near the front in the east. 

The Russian defence ministry released video of military vehicles speeding along a highway, saying they showed 

reinforcements rushing to defend the area. The Kremlin declined to comment on the Ukrainian advance. 

Ukrainian officials released a parade of videos showing soldiers raising flags and posing in front of street signs in villages 

and towns across a swath of previously Russian-held territory. 

Question – Why would Russian TV be allowed, despite a draconian ban on any news of the war against Ukraine, and 

even the use of the term “War,” to mention this breach on Russian state TV? Is Putin preparing the Russian people for 

something he intends doing? Is he streaming alarming news into daily communications in order to justify something 

coming next from the Kremlin? 

Comment – Kharkiv is very close to the Russian/Ukrainian international border and certainly military reversals in this 

region will cause alarm within Russia proper. It is also supplied directly from Russian lines and not subject to logistical 

ruptures as is being experienced in the southeast. 

Russian troops are dashing around Ukraine trying to block Ukrainian counterattacks - The Russian army 

has hurried one of its best units to southern Ukraine in a frantic effort to block a Ukrainian counteroffensive in the 

region. The Institute for the Study of War in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday noted elements of the elite 1st Guards Tank 

Army in Kherson Oblast for the first time. ISW previously had tracked the 1st GTA around Kharkiv in northeastern 

Ukraine. 

But the 1st GTA’s units can’t be in two places at once–and the Ukrainians are attacking everywhere. It probably is no 

accident that, shortly after the 147th Artillery Regiment–part of the 1st GTA’s 2nd Motorized Rifle Division–appeared in 

Kherson, Ukrainian forces counterattacked around Kharkiv. 

“The Sept. 6 Ukrainian counterattack in Kharkiv was likely an opportunistic effort enabled by the redeployment of 

Russian forces away from the area to reinforce Russian positions against the Ukrainian counteroffensive in Kherson 

Oblast,” ISW explained. 
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The Ukraine armed forces have held the initiative since beginning a campaign of deep strikes on Russian supply lines in 

and around Kherson Oblast in late May then, on Aug. 30, launching mechanized counterattacks in the area. The 

Russians reacted by shifting troops from the northeast and the east to the south, at which point the Ukrainians 

attacked along those fronts, as well—taking advantage of the hollowing-out of local Russian defenses. 

This is the main dynamic in Ukraine as Russia’s wider war on the country grinds into its sixth month. The Ukrainians are 

forcing the Russians to shuttle troops around the country–and exploiting the resulting gaps. “Multiple concurrent 

threats spread across [310 miles] will test Russia’s ability to coordinate operational design and reallocate resources 

across multiple groupings of forces,” the U.K. Defense Ministry stated. 

The 1st Guards Tank Army, which on paper includes three divisions together with more than 500 tanks, has been in the 

fight since late February. The 1st GTA took part in the Russian army’s doomed attempt to encircle and occupy Kyiv–an 

attempt that ended in mass casualties and retreat after the Ukrainians wrecked the Russians’ overstretched supply 

lines. 

After the retreat from Kyiv, the 1st GTA redeployed to the area around Kharkiv, which lies just 25 miles from the 

Russian border and arguably is the most vulnerable of Ukraine’s major cities. But Kharkiv’s garrison fought hard and not 

only prevented the Russians from entering the city–it also pushed back the front line until most of Russia’s artillery no 

longer could bombard the city center. 

The Kharkiv front stabilized this spring. The Russians forces around the city weren’t strong enough to capture the city, 

but neither were they weak enough for Ukrainian forces to push them back across the border. This stalemate endured 

for months–until the Ukrainians finally pulled the trigger on their southern counteroffensive. 

That counteroffensive caused the cascade of events that has allowed Ukrainian battalions to attack around Kherson 

and Kharkiv as well as around Izium in the east. The Russians don’t have enough troops–and, more critically, enough 

supplies–to defend everywhere. 

It’s possible for the Kremlin to address the troop shortage, if not the lack of secure logistics. Counter Intelligence Team, 

a group of independent Ukrainian analysts, is watching three Russian reserve formations that soon could deploy, 

bolstering the roughly 100 half-strength battalions–including those belonging to the 1st GTA–that currently are bearing 

the brunt of the fighting. 

The Russian reserves include the new 3rd Army Corps–still mobilizing in southern Russia–as well as two fully-formed 

concentrations of troops, one each in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia. The latter Center Group “could redeploy to 

the Kharkiv axis soon,” CIT noted. 

Russian troops deserting in face of counteroffensive - Russian soldiers are attempting to desert when met with 

the counteroffensive by Kyiv's troops, according to the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

In its daily update, the General Staff of the Armed Forces said earlier today that Russia was focused on establishing full 

control of the Donetsk region, the captured districts of Kherson, as well as parts of the Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhya and 

Mykolaiv regions. 

Ukraine said that over the span of 24 hours, Russia had carried out 45 air and five missile strikes in which there were 

civilian casualties. But it stated that Kyiv's forces were "conducting a successful counteroffensive in the Kharkiv 

direction" in which they had advanced almost 30 miles in three days. 

Ukraine's armed forces said that according to intelligence, some Russian units had suffered "significant losses" and had 

tried "to evacuate wounded personnel and damaged military equipment to the areas of Vilkhuvatka and Borodoyarske 

settlements" in the Kharkiv region. 
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"Personnel of the occupying forces in civilian clothes resort to desertion and try to return to the territory of the Russian 

Federation," the assessment said. "During the day, more than 15 such cases were noted," it added. 

The Ukrainian military claimed that desertion among Russian forces is increasing in the southern Kherson region. The 

General Staff of the Ukrainian Armed Forces said that in one town close to Crimea, the Russians had used helicopters 

“to search for fugitives and return them to combat positions.” The military also said some Russian soldiers in the 

Kharkiv region have abandoned their uniforms, hoping to blend in while wearing civilian clothing. 

Winter is coming soon - so the leader of NATO is asking allies to begin planning to help Ukraine through what could 

be a particularly harsh several months ahead, since Russian invaders show no signs of giving up their occupation of 

Ukraine anytime soon.  

"The winter is coming, it's going to be hard, and therefore we need both to continue to supply weapons and 

ammunition but also winter clothing, tents, generators and all the specific equipment which is needed for the winter," 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg told reporters after meeting U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in 

Brussels on Friday. 

Blinken spoke with Ukrainian President Zelenskyy today - His message, on behalf of the United States: "We're 

with Ukraine today. We will be with Ukraine tomorrow and for however long it takes to deal with Russia's aggression," 

he told reporters the following morning in Poland. "And I come away, again, very confident in Ukraine's future because 

the Ukrainians are fighting for their homeland. It's their homeland, not Russia's," Blinken said. 

"The challenge is to get through the coming winter," Blinken said from the airport in Rzeszow. "But there's also a 

tremendous opportunity born of necessity. The opportunity is finally, once and for all, to move away from this [Europe-

wide gas and oil] dependence on Russia—to get rid of the chokehold that Russia has on Europe, using energy as a 

weapon, and to diversify supply, diversify roots, but also do it in a way that addresses the climate challenge." 

'Many Russian soldiers flee': how Ukrainian forces liberated 20 towns - Ukraine's counteroffensive has 

shown some early success by liberating 20 towns in the country's embattled east. Footage of Ukrainian soldiers being 

greeted by emotional locals, as well as hoisting the Ukrainian flag over administrative buildings, has flooded social 

media sites. The counteroffensive is forcing Russia to reinforce its weakened positions and may be changing the 

balance of power in the region. 

Ukrainian forces punch forward in east, threatening Russian supply lines - Ukraine’s military advanced as 

much as 30 miles in the country’s east and liberated more than 20 villages and towns, a senior commander said, in a 

rapid thrust aimed at cutting Russian supply routes. 

Brig. Gen. Oleksiy Hromov, a senior officer on Ukraine’s General Staff, gave the first official confirmation of the gains of 

an offensive launched Tuesday to the east of Ukraine’s second-largest city of Kharkiv. 

He told reporters in Kyiv that Russian forces were demoralized but resisting and noted smaller advances near other 

eastern cities. 

Russia’s military hasn’t commented on the Ukrainian advance. But Gen. Hromov’s comments tally with reports from 

Russian war bloggers close to the Russian military who have said Ukrainian forces are making gains toward Kupyansk, a 

city of some 30,000 before the war, that is a critical road hub for the resupply and movement of Russian occupation 

forces. 

Russian occupation authorities in Kupyansk said they would evacuate women and children from the strategic city as 

advancing Ukrainian forces stepped up strikes there. 



 

9 
 

The unexpected Ukrainian thrust appears to mark a new phase in the war where Kyiv is seeking to take back ground 

that Russia seized since it launched a full-scale invasion. After repelling Russian forces from Kyiv in spring, Ukraine’s 

military has been gradually withdrawing from cities in the east under devastating artillery and airstrikes. 

But the Russian advance there appears exhausted, and Ukraine has seized the initiative in the war with dual offensives 

in the south and east. In the south, Ukraine is seeking to cut off thousands of Russian troops on the western bank of the 

Dnipro River in and around the regional capital of Kherson. 

To the east of Kharkiv, Kupyansk has emerged as a key target. Liberating the city, or even being close enough to use 

artillery to disrupt Russia’s supply lines, could isolate Russian forces in the city of Izyum to the south, which Moscow 

had sought to use for an offensive of its own. 

Ukrainian troops liberated the eastern city of Balakliya Thursday, according to Russian war bloggers and photographs 

posted on local social media channels. The city, with a prewar population of some 30,000, is the largest that Kyiv’s 

forces have retaken control of in months. Ukrainian units were also advancing to the northeast in the direction of 

Kupyansk, seizing several villages. 

A spokeswoman for the Russian Foreign Ministry said that the Ukrainian offensives were aimed at demonstrating to 

Ukrainians that everything was going well and at persuading the West to provide more weapons, according to Russian 

state news agency TASS. 

The gains, if confirmed and held, would be a serious blow for Russia, which Western intelligence services say suffered 

huge casualties. They would also represent a big boost for Kyiv, keen to show its Western backers that it can change the 

facts on the ground by force and deserves continued support. 

Some of the biggest gains appear to have been made this week during a surprise Ukrainian counteroffensive in the 

Kharkiv region of northeastern Ukraine, which saw Kyiv’s forces make a sudden and deep thrust behind Russian lines. 

Brigadier General Oleksiy Gromov told a news briefing that Ukrainian forces had advanced up to 50 kilometers (30 

miles) behind Russian lines and recaptured more than 20 villages in the Kharkiv region. 

He singled out the role of Turkish-made Bayraktar drones. 

“Enemy infantry and motorized artillery units unprotected by air defense systems become easy prey for our Bayraktar, 

the quantity of which is always increasing, thanks to our volunteers,” said Gromov. 

A Russian official said Moscow’s forces had put up stiff resistance and prevented Kyiv’s forces from taking at least one 

key town in the Kharkiv region. 

Putin 

Russian force sees 'mass desertion' amid Putin's recruitment push – A group of Russian troops in a Russian-

backed region of Moldova is experiencing "mass desertion" during a push to recruit contract workers in the area, 

according to Ukrainian military intelligence. 

The Main Intelligence Directorate of Ukraine's Defense Ministry wrote in a new report Thursday that residents of 

Transnistria are refusing to sign contracts with the Russian army despite promises of "high cash payments, social 

packages, and likely housing." The report also said that there had been an increase in the number of desertion cases 

among what it described as the "operational group of Russian troops in Transnistria." 

"And due to the limited number of military contingents, the Russians cannot attract the necessary resources to search 

for and return the missing," it added. 
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Russian lawmakers who demanded Putin be charged with treason summoned by police - Seven 

lawmakers in Russia's second-largest city, St. Petersburg, have been summoned by the police after they demanded 

parliament's lower chamber, the State Duma, charge President Vladimir Putin with high treason over his decision to 

launch the unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 

The seven lawmakers from St. Petersburg's Smolny municipal district received subpoenas via SMS late on September 8 

ordering them to come to the police station the next day to fill out protocols on a charge of discrediting Russia's armed 

forces. 

On September 7, the group sent an official letter to the State Duma demanding federal lawmakers initiate the ouster of 

Putin because, according to them, the ongoing war has damaged Russia's security. 

The letter also said that the invasion led to the deaths of Russian soldiers, damaged the economy and economic 

conditions for the country's citizens, brought about NATO's expansion to Sweden and Finland, and militarized Ukraine 

through the assistance of other states. 

The letter was sent to the Russian Security Council and leaders of five political factions in the State Duma. 

Putin ally appears on Russian State TV covered in mysterious bruises – A top Kremlin propagandist recently 

appeared on Russian state television with mysterious bruises on his face. 

Vladimir Solovyov refused to explain how he got the bruises, according to a tweet from Nika Melkozerova, the 

executive editor of The New Voice of Ukraine. 

Solovyov, a pro-Kremlin television presenter who is known as "Putin's voice," was seen in a screenshot shared by 

Melkozerova with reddish bruises on his forehead, nose and cheeks. 

Impact 

CIA chief says Russia will pay "a heavy price" for war on Ukraine - CIA director Bill Burns said Thursday its 

"hard to see" Putin's war on Ukraine "as anything but a failure" six months into the invasion, per the New York Times. 

The big picture: Burns' comments come as Ukrainian forces wage counteroffensives in the south and northeast and 

after Secretary of State Tony Blinken on a visit to Kyiv announced more military aid for Ukraine and 18 other European 

countries "potentially at risk of future Russian aggression." 

• Ukrainian President Zelensky said in his nightly address last night that "more than a thousand square kilometers 

[almost 400 square miles] of our territory have been liberated since September 1." 

• Vitaly Ganchev, installed by Russia as the head of the Kupiansk city administration, some 70 miles from Kharkiv 

in northeast Ukraine, called on women and children to evacuate due to "constant rocket attacks from the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine," CNN reports. 

What he's saying: Burns said at the Billington CyberSecurity conference in Washington he would "not underestimate 

the capacity or the courage of the Ukrainians" fighting in northeastern Ukraine, according to CNN. 

• "Russia is going to pay a very heavy price," Burns said, per VOA News. 

• "Not only has the weakness of the Russian military been exposed, but there is going to be long-term damage 

done to the Russian economy and to generations of Russians as a result of this." 

The other side: Putin said at an economic forum in the port city of Vladivostok on Wednesday that, in "the longer run," 

the war "will help strengthen our country both domestically and internationally," VOA News notes. 
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The Brief — Ready for the Crimea war? - A rare article co-authored by two top Ukrainian security officials has 

offered the most detailed – and disturbing – assessment of the war to date. It also posed questions that require 

answers. 

General Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, Commander-in-Chief of Ukraine’s armed forces, and Mykhailo Zabrodskyi, first deputy 

chairman of the national security, defence and intelligence committee of the Verkhovna Rada, broke many taboos in 

the article, published by Ukraine’s state news agency on Thursday. 

For one, the article contains Ukraine’s first acknowledgement that it was responsible for what the authors said were 

rocket strikes on Russian air bases in the annexed Crimea, including one that damaged the Saky military base.  

The US provides long-range multiple rocket launchers to Ukraine on condition that they are not to be used against 

Russian territory, and there’s the rub. According to Ukraine (and international law), Crimea is Ukrainian territory. But 

Russia doesn’t see it that way. 

Zaluzhnyi and Zabrodskiy argue that Crimea is the war’s centre of gravity, as this peninsula allows Russia to deploy 

significant numbers of troops and supplies. 

Also, Crimea hosts the main naval base of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet and a network of airfields for launching airstrikes that 

could reach across the entire territory of mainland Ukraine. 

“Let’s assume that the armed forces of Ukraine achieve total success in the 2023 campaign, regaining control of the 

Crimean Peninsula,” the two authors wrote. 

In this context, they admitted Russia might use tactical nuclear weapons at some point. This, in their words, would not 

be a deterrent for Kyiv, as it “would not break Ukraine’s will to resist.” 

But they appear to acknowledge that such a scenario means a new threat to Europe which cannot be ignored. 

“The possibility of direct involvement of the world’s leading powers in a “limited” nuclear conflict, bringing closer the 

prospect of World War Three, cannot be completely ruled out,” Zaluzhnyi and Zabrodskiy wrote. 

The question is to what extent the US and European powers will encourage Ukraine to regain military control of Crimea 

if this means risking a nuclear holocaust. 

Sending long-range weapons that Ukraine could use to regain control of Crimea is thus becoming a difficult choice. 

If, on the other hand, Western arms supplies to Ukraine dry up; this would only serve Putin’s agenda. 

We don’t have the transcripts of what the leaders of world powers tell each other. We can only assume that they 

discuss these red lines, otherwise, the world would be a very dangerous place. 

For example, what would be the Russian reprisal if Ukraine destroyed the strategic Kerch bridge? 

We remember the infamous 1939 French anti-war slogan “Why Die for Danzig? (Pourquoi mourir pour Dantzig?)”  

Danzig is the German name for the  Polish city of Gdańsk. 

The question today would be: Would we be ready for a Crimea War which could be a prelude to World War Three? 

It’s a tough one and we are not suggesting an answer. What we are suggesting is that our top leaders should come up 

with an answer, so they are prepared for when we ask them. 
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Containment 

American Hellfire Missiles Heading to Ukraine Amid Push Into Kherson - American-made Hellfire missiles are 

being sent by Norway to Ukraine amid a push by its armed forces to retake the city of Kherson and the Russian-

occupied province where it is the administrative center. 

"Norway will donate Hellfire missiles to Ukraine. The donation includes approximately 160 missiles, launching pads and 

guidance units. Ukraine will also receive night-vision equipment drawn from Armed Forces inventories," the Norwegian 

Ministry of Defense said Thursday in a statement. 

The Hellfire missiles from Norway were manufactured by American-based Lockheed Martin. The Scandinavian country's 

donation comes as the Ukrainian Armed Forces are battling Russian troops in an 

attempt to regain control of the Kherson 

province. The Russians occupied the 

region shortly after President 

Vladimir Putin launched the military 

assault on Ukraine in late February. 

In a statement about the donated 

Hellfire missiles, Norwegian Minister 

of Defense Bjørn Arild Gram said, 

"This is a weapon that Ukraine has 

asked for, and it will prove useful in their fight against Russian invasion forces. The missile is easy to operate and can be 

used against both land and sea targets." 

Gram added, "So far, we and our allies have donated military systems and equipment from our own stocks. In the 

future, we will need to cooperate closely with the defense industry in order to maintain necessary deliveries of military 

equipment to Ukraine. This will also ensure that Ukraine receives more modern and efficient equipment." 

US dials up shipments of radar-hunting missiles for Ukraine – The US has been quietly transferring advanced 

radar-hunting missiles to Ukraine in preparation for their current counteroffensive. 

EU ministers back $5 billion loan to Ukraine, discuss long-term options - European Union finance ministers 

on Friday backed a 5 billion euro ($5 billion) loan for Ukraine to help keep its schools, hospitals and other needed 

operations running as it fights against Russia's invasion. 

Meeting in Prague, the ministers also discussed longer-term options to help Ukraine fund its reconstruction in the 

future, as well as possible other options to give short-term financing. 

EU countries have been providing ongoing support with financial and military aid to Ukraine as Kyiv seeks to take back 

land in Russia's hands since it launched what Moscow calls a "special operation" in February. 

Poland ups arms purchases - Poland announced it will buy 96 Apache attack helicopters from Boeing, three times 

as many as it originally had planned. Warsaw chose the Apache over the Bell AH-1Z attack helicopter. 

The announcement coincided with MSPO, the International Defence Industry Exhibition, an annual arms show in Kielce. 

The event drew more than 600 exhibitors from around the world and seemed to focus largely on ground combat, with 

companies showing off armored vehicles, small arms, and drones. 

While U.S. companies are making a push to increase sales in Poland and across Eastern Europe, South Korea defense 

companies are making inroads there as well. Poland has placed an order for 48 Korean Aerospace FA-50s. In addition to 
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General Dynamics-made Abrams tanks, Poland is also buying 180 Hyundai Rotem K2 Black Panthers and 212 Hanwha 

K9A1 self-propelled artillery.  

"We will expand our footprint further in the European market," Lee Boo-hwan, executive vice president of Hanwah 

Defense's overseas business division, said in a company video from this week's show. "Based on expanded cooperation 

with Poland, we will have more opportunities to increase cooperation with NATO members, such as the U.S., U.K., and 

Australia." 

US sends new $675M defense package to Ukraine - Secretary of State Tony Blinken visited Ukraine yesterday as 

the U.S. pledged to offer another massive defense package in the country’s war with Russia. 

Sanctions 

Time for the West to seize Russian state assets - To win the war against Russia, monetary support will be as 

important to Ukraine as will be the delivery of weapons. But Ukraine’s government is running an approximately $5 

billion monthly deficit, and its foreign currency reserves are being substantially depleted.  

As one commentator put it, “The current pace of losses means that Ukraine will be shortly on the verge of financial 

collapse if aid inflows are not sped up.” Financial aid from the United States, and to a lesser extent Europe, have thus 

far met the needs. However, no quick conclusion to the war is likely, as the recent announcement by the United States 

Department of Defense providing “mid- and long-term” capabilities to Ukraine has underscored. 

Ukraine thus faces the very significant future financial requirements of a multi-year war which, combined with rising 

domestic demands on Western governments, means that establishing an alternative source of guaranteed funding has 

become increasingly important. To that end, Western governments should coordinate on — and then each enact — 

national legislation that allows them to utilize on behalf of Ukraine the approximately $300 billion currently held by 

those countries of Russian national reserves. 

Russia — and not the taxpaying publics of the United States and its allies — should bear the financial burden of its war 

against Ukraine. 

The proposed legislation should say, in substance: “The [head of government] is authorized to seize the assets of an 

aggressor nation that has undertaken an armed attack in violation of the United Nations charter as requested by the 

nation under attack and to utilize the seized assets, including by transfer or other effective mechanisms, in support of 

the nation attacked.” 

The proposal is intended to tie the seizure authority to the concepts behind the United Nation charter’s prohibition of 

the “use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state.” Effectuating its implementation 

would be one reasonable method of collective self-defense, and, as such, authorized by the UN charter. 

In the current circumstance, Ukraine would be utilizing the same type of authority as the United States has done under 

the Trading with the Enemy Act and seeking support of those holding Russian assets as part of collective defense. In 

addition, the proposed legislation is analogous — though broader in scope and different in method — to the policies 

behind the international law on countermeasures which authorizes significant responses to illegal actions undertaken 

by an offending nation.  

Similarly, the international law on reparations authorizes an entity to receive compensation when harmed by the 

unlawful actions of a government. For example, UN General Assembly resolution 60/147 provides that a “State shall 

provide reparation to victims for acts or omissions which can be attributed to the State and constitute gross violations 
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of international human rights law or serious violations of international humanitarian law,” including “any economically 

assessable damage.” 

Russia making desperate choices due to sanctions - "Russia is making increasingly desperate choices to 

continue its unprovoked war against Ukraine, particularly in the face of our unprecedented sanctions and export 

controls," said Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence, Brian Nelson, said in a 

statement. "Non-Iranian, non-Russian entities should also exercise great caution to avoid supporting either the 

development of Iranian UAVs or their transfer, or sale of any military equipment to Russia for use against Ukraine," he 

warned.  

U.S. puts sanctions on Iranian companies for helping Russia procure drones for war in Ukraine - The 

United States has imposed sanctions on an Iranian air transport company it accused of coordinating military flights to 

transport drones to Russia for use in its war against Ukraine. 

The U.S. Treasury Department announced the sanctions on September 8, saying it also designated three companies it 

said were involved in the development and production of Iranian drones. 

The department named Tehran-based Safiran Airport Services as the company it says coordinated flights between Iran 

and Russia that shipped drones, personnel, and related equipment. 

The three companies designated are Paravar Pars Company, Design and Manufacturing of Aircraft Engines (DAMA), and 

Baharestan Kish Company. They are accused of being involved in the research, development, production, and 

procurement of Iranian drones, including the Shahed series. 

The Treasury Department singled out the Paravar Pars Company for involvement in the reverse engineering of U.S.- and 

Israeli-made drones. It also designated Baharestan Kish Company's managing director, Rehmatollah Heidari, who is also 

a member of its board of directors. 

Humanitarian 

The chief of the UN human rights mission in Ukraine has accused Russia of failing to allow access to prisoners of 

war (POWs) and said it has evidence of ill-treatment and torture of Ukrainian prisoners. 

"The Russian Federation has not provided access to prisoners of war held on its territory or in territory under its 

occupation...," Matilda Bogner, the head of the mission, told a news conference in Geneva on September 9. 

"This is all the more worrying since we have documented that prisoners of war in the power of the Russian Federation 

and held by the Russian Federation's armed forces or by affiliated armed groups have suffered torture and ill-

treatment," she added. 

Russia has repeatedly denied it has tortured or mistreated prisoners of war captured since it launched its invasion of 

Ukraine on February 24. 

Under the UN's 1949 Geneva Conventions, of which Russia and Ukraine are signatories, torture, willfully causing injury, 

murdering POWs, deliberately targeting civilian populations, and the extensive destruction of property without military 

necessity all rank as war crimes. 


