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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 65,000 (+300) soldiers killed, 2,529 (+5) enemy tanks, 5,193 (+14) armored  combat vehicles, 1,589 

(+7) artillery systems, 365 (+0) MLRS systems, 186 (+0) air defense systems, 268 (+0) warplanes, 242 (+0) helicopters, 

1,224 (+14) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 316 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,959 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 143 (+1) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Ukrainian forces striking Russian positions - According to the Institute for the Study of War, Ukrainian forces 

struck Russian military assets situated along Russian ground lines of communication in the Zaporizhia region and 

southern Donetsk region. Kyiv’s troops also launched a counteroffensive in the northern region of Kherson. 

Russia may have signed a new contract with Iran for the supply of Arash-2 drones - Ukrainian and Russian 

Telegram channels reported “leaked” information from unspecified Iranian sources that Russia has purchased an 

unknown number of Arash-2 drones, which are purportedly faster and more destructive than the Shahed-136 drones 

that are currently in use by Russian forces.  

Commander of the Iranian Ground Forces Brigadier General Heydari previously claimed in early September that the 

Arash-2 drones have unique long-range capabilities and could target cities in Israel such as Tel Aviv and Haifa from 

bases in Iran.  

Reports that Moscow is continuing to rely on Tehran for destructive munitions are consistent with a report from the US 

Treasury Department that suggests Russia is rapidly expending its supply of microelectronics that are critical for the 

military-industrial complex because it cannot replace key components unavailable because of sanctions. Russia will 

likely continue to leverage its relationship with Iran to circumvent sanctions, although it is very unlikely that Russian 

forces will use the Arash-2 to any greater effect than they have used the Shahed-136 model. 

Intelligence from a US-allied country suggests Iranian officials visited Moscow last month to finalize the terms of a 

shipment of additional weapons. 

It comes after UK intelligence suggested Russia was unlikely to be able to produce missiles as fast as it is currently using 

them. 

Russian milbloggers widely discussed the likelihood of a Ukrainian counteroffensive on Kreminna and Svatove. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian troops launched a general counteroffensive in northern Kherson Oblast. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces struck Russian military assets situated along Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in 

Zaporizhia Oblast and southern Donetsk Oblast. 
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Russian and occupation administration officials continued to enact restrictions on movement and conduct strict 

law enforcement activities in Russian-occupied territories. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Oskil River-Kreminna 

Line) - Russian forces continued 

counterattacks west of Kreminna on October 

15. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that its forces repelled Russian 

ground assaults west of Kreminna in the 

vicinity of Novosadove (17km northwest of 

Kreminna) and Terny (17km west of 

Kreminna).  

A Russian milblogger reiterated claims that 

Russian forces recaptured Torske (14km west 

of Kreminna) and that Ukrainian forces 

maneuvered around Russian positions near 

Torske to advance to the border of Svatove 

Raion. ISW cannot independently verify either 

of the Russian milbloggers claims.  

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued to 

exchange artillery fire along the Oskil-

Kreminna line yesterday. Russian sources 

claimed that their forces struck Ukrainian 

manpower and equipment concentrations 

near Berestove, Hlushkiva, Kupyansk, 

Dvorchina, and Olhivka in Kharkiv Oblast and 

near Torske, Donetsk Oblast and Makiivka, 

Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian and social media sources reported 

that Ukrainian forces struck Russian positions 

in Severodonetsk and along the Svatove-

Kreminna line and conducted a joint strike on 

Russian military hardware in the Kupyansk 

direction. 

Russian milbloggers widely discussed on 

October 15 the likelihood of a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive on Kreminna and Svatove, with several asserting that Ukrainian forces would likely launch an 

offensive on Russian positions in and around Kreminna and Svatove in tandem with Ukrainian counteroffensive 

operations in Kherson Oblast.  

One Russian milblogger argued that Ukrainian forces intend to take Svatove by October 17, whilst another argued that 

Ukrainian forces are unlikely to launch a direct assault on Svatove and instead will attempt to cut off the highway 

leading from Svatove to Kreminna in support of capturing Kreminna. ISW offers no assessment of the Russian 

milbloggers’ claims. 
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Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Russian 

sources claimed that Ukrainian troops launched a 

general counteroffensive in northern Kherson 

Oblast yesterday. Numerous Russian milbloggers 

reported that Ukrainian forces initiated a 

mechanized drive on Russian positions along the 

entire frontline that runs between Davydiv Brid in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast and Dudchany in 

northeastern Kherson Oblast after conducting 

concentrated artillery preparation of the battlefield.  

Several Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian 

troops attempted to break through Russian 

positions in northeastern Kherson Oblast towards 

Beryslav and from northwestern Kherson Oblast 

towards Ishchenka and Stadok, but these remain 

unsubstantiated.  

Russian milbloggers emphatically claimed that 

Russian troops repelled all Ukrainian attacks, 

specifying that elements of the 126th Coastal 

Defense Brigade and 810th Separate Guards Naval 

Infantry Brigade of the Black Sea Fleet, 205th 

Separate Motor Rifle Brigade of the 49th Combined 

Arms Army, 140th Anti-Aircraft Missile Brigade of 

the 29th Combined Arms Army, and 10th Spetsnaz 

Special Purpose Brigade are engaged in fierce 

fighting and holding the defense in this area. The 

claim regarding the role the 126th Coastal Defense Brigade is playing is noteworthy in light of reports about the 

brigade’s exhausted state. 

Ukrainian military officials yesterday maintained operational silence regarding Ukrainian ground maneuvers in Kherson 

Oblast and their Southern Operational Command noted that its troops destroyed a Russian ammunition warehouse in 

the Beryslav Raion on October 14.  

Ukrainian military sources otherwise indicated that Ukrainian troops are continuing their interdiction campaign against 

Russian military assets and concentration areas throughout Kherson Oblast. 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces yesterday continued ground attacks in 

Donetsk Oblast. UGS reported that its forces repelled Russian ground attacks near Bakhmut, northeast of Bakhmut near 

Spirne, Berestove, Yakovlivka, and Bakhmutske, and south of Bakhmut near Optyne and Ivanhrad.  

A Russian source claimed that Russian forces destroyed a shortwave repeater, disrupting a Ukrainian Starlink system in 

the Bakhmut-Soledar area and also claimed fighting is ongoing in the Soledar area northeast of Bakhmut and that 

Russian forces are increasing unspecified operations in the area.  

UGS also reported that their forces repelled Russian ground attacks southwest of Avdiivka near Pervomaiske, Nevelske, 

and Krasnohorivka, and near Marinka, Novomykhailivka and Pobieda southwest of Donetsk City. A Russian source 

claimed that Ukrainian forces are losing positions in the Avdiivka area and are withdrawing to Nevelske. 
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Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Ukrainian forces struck Russian military assets situated along Russian ground 

lines of communication (GLOCs) in Zaporizhia Oblast and southern Donetsk Oblast yesterday. UGS reported that its 

forces struck four S-300 air defense systems in Berdyansk, Zaporizhia Oblast.  

It also reported that they struck Russian personnel concentrations in the areas of Orikhiv (intersection of the T0803, 

T0812, T0815, and T0408), Kinski Rozdory (intersection of T0803 and T0815), and Tokmak (intersection of T0401 and 

P37), killing 100 personnel.  

The Russian MoD claimed its forces intercepted 18 HIMARS and Olkha rounds near Svobodne, Donetsk Oblast (near the 

N20-T0512 intersection north of Mariupol) and other areas of Ukraine.  

Ukrainian Mayor of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov reported that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian military base in Melitopol 

overnight on October 14-15, and Luhansk People’s Republic Deputy Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselyov claimed that 

Russian forces shot down two drones carrying explosives near the city.  

Ukrainian forces will likely continue targeting Russian forces that operate on and through these remaining Russian 

GLOCs in southern Ukraine following the Kerch Strait Bridge attack. 

Russian forces did not 

conduct any confirmed 

ground attacks west of 

Hulyaipole yesterday and 

continued routine artillery 

strikes throughout western 

Zaporizhia, Mykolaiv, and 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts.  

Both sides reported that 

Russian forces targeted 

infrastructure in and 

around Zaporizhzhia City 

with S-300 missiles and 

kamikaze drones and that 

Russian forces targeted 

Mykolaiv City, Ochakiv, 

Kryvyi Rih, and other 

unspecified areas in and 

around Mykolaiv and 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts 

with kamikaze drones. 

They also reported Russian forces continued routine artillery, MLRS, and kamikaze drone strikes against Nikopol, 

Marhanets, and Chervonohryhorivka on the north bank of the Dnipro River. 

Russian forces conducted a cruise missile launch, likely an Oniks cruise missile using a Bastion system, from Sevastopol, 

Crimea early yesterday, and an OSINT analyst assessed that the missile is likely a P-800 Oniks anti-ship cruise missile 

with a secondary capability to strike land targets. Sevastopol occupation head Mikhail Razvozhaev claimed that the 

missile launch was an air defense training exercise, but footage of the launch appears inconsistent with anti-air missile 

launches. 
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Zelensky says '100,000 dead Russians' won't change Kremlin's mind about war - Ukraine President Zelensky 

used part of his Saturday night TV address to say that major milestones of Russian deaths in the ongoing war won't 

change the Kremlin's mind about continuing to fight it. 

Zelensky said Russia has suffered 65,000 deaths so far as the war enters its 235th day, saying it wouldn't matter if 

Russian deaths hit 100,000, Russia will keep pressing forward. 

"So many citizens of Russia gave their lives for the opportunity of a handful of people in the Kremlin to ignore reality," 

Zelensky said. "And according to the way the Russian "burial" continues, we can say that even 100,000 dead Russian 

citizens will not prompt the Kremlin to think about something." 

Nearly 9,000 Russian troops to be stationed in Belarus - The Belarusian defence ministry has said just under 

9,000 Russian troops will be stationed in Belarus as part of a “regional grouping” of forces to protect its borders, 

Reuters reports. 

Last week, the Belarusian president, Alexander Lukashenko, said his troops would be deployed with Russian forces near 

the Ukrainian border as part of a “joint grouping,” citing what he said were threats from Ukraine and the west. 

“The first troop trains with Russian servicemen who are part of the [regional grouping] began to arrive in Belarus,” 

Valeriy Revenko, the head of the defence ministry’s international military cooperation department, tweeted on Sunday. 

“The relocation will take several days. 

“The total number will be a little less than 9,000 people.” 

Ukrainian killed by Russians for refusing to perform at propaganda concert - Russians killed Ukrainian music 

conductor Yuri Kerpatenko in his own home for refusing to participate in a concert that they planned in Kherson, 

Ukraine, according to the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine. 

"Kerpatenko openly showed his civic position and refused to leave occupied Kherson," the ministry said in a Saturday 

post on Facebook, confirming his death. No details were revealed about the identity of those who killed him. 

Kerpatenko, who has been working in the Kherson Regional Philharmonic since 2000, was asked to work with 

collaborators in the philharmonic and with Russians who planned the concert for October 1, featuring the chamber 

orchestra "Gilea" of the Kherson Philharmonic. 

Russia says sticking to war aims despite NATO support for Ukraine - Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov says 

Russia is sticking to its military goals in Ukraine despite Western support for the country. 

NATO is already a “de facto” part of the conflict, but this will not influence Russia’s goals, Peskov told Interfax news 

agency. 

Ukraine can retake Crimea by next summer: Ex-US commander - Ben Hodges, the former commanding 

general of the United States Army Europe, says he believes a liberation of the Russian-occupied Crimean Peninsula is 

possible by summer next year. 

“When I look at the situation, I see that the situation of the Russians is getting worse with every week,” Hodges told the 

German newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. “They say war is a test of will and logistics – and on both counts 

Ukraine is far superior.” 

“The Russians have to lose [the war]; otherwise, they’ll try again in two or three years,” he said. 

In Hodges’s view, the Russian leadership’s “one hope” is that the West will waver in its support for Ukraine. 
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16 explosions heard in the sky over Russia’s Belgorod - At least 16 explosions were documented in the sky over 

Russia’s Belgorod, state news agency RIA Novosti reports. 

Local Telegram channel Underground Belgorod reports, citing local residents, that a pillar of smoke is seen in the area 

of the airport. 

Russia has continued to try to hit Ukrainian’s energy infrastructure, but Putin’s forces did not appear to have 

enjoyed any significant success. One missile seriously damaged a key energy facility in the region around Ukraine’s 

capital, however, and 10 missiles and four drones hit locations in the south-eastern city of Zaporizhzhia. 

Comment – Russia is trying to harm Ukrainian power sources ahead of winter, hoping to force personal and physical 

discomfort into the Ukrainian dialogue. 

Ukrainian forces have repelled Russian attacks near 11 settlements, the Kyiv Independent has reported. 

According to the general staff of Ukraine’s armed forces, Russian forces were attempting to advance near the 

settlements of Novosadove, Yakovlivka, Berestove, Bakhmut, Bakhmutske, Opytne, Krasnohorivka, Nevelske, 

Pervomaiske, Mariinka, and Pobieda. 

France will train up to 2,000 Ukrainian soldiers on its territory, France’s minister for the armed forces told Le 

Parisien newspaper in an interview on Saturday. Sebastien Lecornu said soldiers would “be taken into our units for 

several weeks,” and that France would also provide Ukraine with Crotale air defence systems, without specifying how 

many. 

Humanitarian 

Where are people fleeing to? 

- According to the UN refugee 

agency, there have been more 

than 14 million border crossings 

out of Ukraine since the Russian 

invasion began. Many people have 

sought refuge in neighboring 

countries. 

The latest data show 6,782,275 

border crossings into Poland, 

1,324,244 to Romania, 2,852,395 

to Russia, 1,549,304 to Hungary, 

851,847 to Slovakia, 654,357 to 

Moldova, and 16,705 into Belarus. 

Most of the arrivals have been 

women and children. Men aged 

between 18 and 60 have been 

asked to remain in Ukraine to 

fight. 

These numbers exclude those 

Ukrainians who have been forcibly deported by Russian troops. 
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‘It’s driven by fear’: Ukrainians and Russians with Jewish roots flee to Israel – A visit to Jerusalem’s only 

boxing club is like stepping into the past: the former bomb shelter in a working-class neighborhood of Jerusalem is a 

riot of old-school paraphernalia, and a CD of 1970s disco provides the soundtrack for training sessions. 

This is the kingdom of Gershon Luxemburg, better known as Grisha, a fit 78-year-old who barks instructions while 

chewing menthol gum. Born in Uzbekistan, the former Russian champion came to Israel as a young man; today he 

trains many new Russian-speaking émigrés. 

“I learned to box as a child so I could fight back when I was beaten up at school for being Jewish,” Luxemburg said. “I 

fought in Lebanon and the Yom Kippur war. Jews are not afraid to fight, to defend themselves. But no one wants to die 

because of Putin’s war in Ukraine.” 

When Russia invaded Ukraine in February, Israel prepared for a new wave of immigration from the former Soviet state. 

About 13,000 Ukrainians with Jewish heritage have made aliyah, or emigrated, since then. Unexpectedly, double that 

have come from Russia, meaning around one in eight Russian Jews have left the country. 

Israel’s law of return – much reviled by Palestinians, to whom it does not apply – gives people born Jewish, converts, 

spouses of Jewish people and those with Jewish parents or grandparents the right to move to the country and acquire 

Israeli citizenship. 

Since 1950, Israel has seen several waves of aliyah immigration from countries including Sudan, Ethiopia and Yemen, as 

well as an influx of more than 1 million people after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989. 

For Ukrainian-born Knesset member Yuli Edelstein, a prominent refusenik who spent three years in a Siberian penal 

colony, there is a sense that history is repeating itself. 

“Danger has been part of the Jewish experience in Russia for generations. No one will ever forget that” he said. 

“When I left Russia I was very young and knew very little about my Jewish roots and Israel. But I had a destination. This 

time, people are leaving in a rush – it’s driven by fear.” 

The aliyah process has been expedited for Ukrainians, who are classed as refugees, but unexpected demand from 

Russia has overwhelmed the Jewish Agency, the quasi-governmental body that facilitates immigration. On top of the 

26,000 Russians who have already arrived in Israel so far this year, another 35,000 are waiting for paperwork to be 

processed. 

Israel’s aliyah and integration ministry, the foreign affairs ministry and the treasury met after Putin’s military call-up to 

discuss emergency budgets, lodging options and organizing flights for new arrivals. 

Putin’s mobilisation led to a scramble for flights to Israel, where Russian citizens are still welcome as tourists. Five new 

private agencies have also opened to help Russians make aliyah, and Agence France-Presse reported that municipal 

administration offices across the country have seen huge increases in people looking for records to back up their claims 

of Jewish heritage. Many of those contacting the authorities for help are mothers desperate to get their sons out of the 

country. 

Russia continues to conduct massive, forced deportations of Ukrainians that likely amount to a deliberate 

ethnic cleansing campaign in addition to apparent violations of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 

the Crime of Genocide. Russian Deputy Prime Minister Marat Khusnullin stated on October 14 that “several thousand” 

children from Kherson Oblast are “already in other regions of Russia, resting in rest homes and children’s camps.”  
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As ISW has previously reported, Russian authorities openly admitted to placing children from occupied areas of Ukraine 

up for adoption with Russian families in a manner that may constitute a violation of the Convention on the Prevention 

and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

Russian authorities may additionally be engaged in a wider campaign of ethnic cleansing by depopulating Ukrainian 

territory through deportations and repopulating Ukrainian cities with imported Russian citizens. Ethnic cleansing has 

not in itself been specified as a crime under international law but has been defined by the United Nations Commission 

of Experts on violations of humanitarian law committed on the territory of the former Yugoslavia as “rendering an area 

ethnically homogeneous by using force or intimidation to remove persons of given groups from the area” and “a 

purposeful policy designed by one ethnic or religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the civilian 

population of another ethnic or religious group from certain geographic areas.”  

According to the UN definition, ethnic cleansing may be carried out by forcible removal, among other methods. These 

definitions of ethnic cleansing campaigns are consistent with reports of the forcible deportation and adoption of 

Ukrainian children, as well as reports by Ukrainian sources that reconstruction projects in Mariupol are intended to 

house “tens of thousands of Russians” who will move to Mariupol. 

Russian and Ukrainian fertility rates are below replenishment ratios – According to UN Population reports, 

both Ukraine and Russia have very low fertility rates, boding ill for the future of both countries. 

By removing hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians, and particularly children, Russia is bolstering its fertility rate in the 

medium to long term. Children relocated into Russia will mature and bear “Russian” children. 

This does not bode well for Ukraine however, as their fertility threat worsens as their young citizens are forcibly 

deported to Russia, further exacerbating their long-term recovery ability. 

It appears that Russia, apart from removing non-Russian support from the four oblasts is just as keenly interested in 

changing the negative slope of their fertility curve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putin 

Putin Threatens 'Global Catastrophe' if NATO Forces Clash With Russia - NATO forces clashing with Russia 

would end in "global catastrophe," Putin said on Friday. 

His remarks come more than seven months after he ordered the "special military operation" on Ukraine in late 

February. In the months leading up to the invasion, Ukraine's relationship with NATO became a point of contention 

between Eastern European neighbors, with Russia underscoring demands that Ukraine not grow too close to the West 

or formally join NATO. 
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The threat also comes as Ukraine makes its bid to join NATO, but Western leaders, including President Biden, have shot 

down the possibility of admission, citing corruption concerns. Ukraine joining the organization could result in drawing a 

NATO response to the Russia-Ukraine war, which Russian officials have said would end in "World War III." 

Putin, doubled down on anti-NATO rhetoric, describing any NATO military clash as a "dangerous step." 

"In any case, putting troops into direct contact, direct conflict, with the Russian army is a very dangerous step, which 

might lead to a global catastrophe. I hope that those who speak about it have enough good sense not to take that 

step," he said. 

Putin’s lying diplomats make excuses for terror in Ukraine. Expel them all – Simon Tisdale - No matter 

what Sergei Lavrov, Russia’s foreign minister, says, international opinion is dead against Putin’s war of aggression. More 

than 140 countries condemned Moscow at the UN last week. Only North Korea, Syria, Belarus and Nicaragua voted in 

support. “Russia has failed on the battlefield and failed at the UN,” the UK’s ambassador, Barbara Woodward, 

succinctly concluded. 

Yet despite this huge anti-war consensus, backed by three-quarters of the world’s countries; despite solemn 

declarations that the latest atrocities are “unacceptable,” and Russia’s annexations are illegal; and despite the Kremlin’s 

insincere talk of talks, substantive steps to halt the fighting and pursue a genuine peace process remain wholly absent. 

Emmanuel Macron, France’s president, tried hard. But his repeated phone calls to Putin proved fruitless and sparked 

accusations of appeasement. After his trauma in Kyiv, Guterres, the UN’s secretary-general, is reduced to heartfelt 

pleas. His sole success – lifting Russia’s Black Sea grain blockade – is in trouble. 

Some hoped China might act as honest broker. But Beijing, enjoying western discomfort and discounted Russian oil, 

prefers to sit it out while expressing “concern.” Breaking the habit of a lifetime, even Israel’s Naftali Bennett offered to 

play peacemaker. But he, too, was fobbed off, flannelled and misled by Putin and Lavrov. 

The reason there’s no peace – the reason diplomacy isn’t working – is simple. Putin does not want it. Since the US first 

warned of invasion, he has rebuffed all efforts to resolve matters peacefully. He failed to grab all of Ukraine by force. So 

now he is threatening greater horrors – and still avoiding meaningful talks. 

Diplomacy as conducted by Putin’s regime has become a parody and ugly farce, a cynical exercise in falsehood and 

disinformation. Mendacious Lavrov follows Lenin’s dictum: “A lie told often enough becomes the truth.” While he 

argues black is white, the Earth is flat, and Russia is a free country, Putin indiscriminately targets civilians, oversees war 

crimes, then claims to be fighting fascism. 

“A trail of blood is left behind the Russian delegation when it enters the general assembly and the hall is filled up with 

the smell of smoldering human flesh,” Kyiv’s ambassador, Sergiy Kyslytsya, told the UN. Theirs was not normal 

diplomatic activity, he suggested. Russia’s diplomats were a front for state terrorism and mass murder. 

The EU, the G7 countries, Nato defence ministers – all held urgent talks last week but made limited progress in 

response to Putin’s intensified bombing campaign. New sanctions, more missile defences, verbal warnings; all the usual 

pressure tools were considered. All expressed shock. 

This isn’t nearly enough. Western leaders must now deploy the one big non-military weapon they still have in reserve. 

It’s time to stop pretending Putin’s Russia is a normal country. It’s time to admit diplomacy has failed. It’s time to 

complete Moscow’s isolation by withdrawing all American, European and G7 diplomats, closing all western embassies, 

and ostracizing Russian officials in international forums, including the UN. 
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All Russian diplomats must simultaneously be expelled. This would rid the west of a motley crew of professional liars 

who pollute the airwaves with propaganda. It has the added advantage of neutralizing the spies, assassins and 

saboteurs who use Russian embassies as cover and, for example, blew up Germany’s rail network earlier this month. 

The conventional argument – that it’s vital to maintain channels of communication with an enemy – is redundant in 

Russia’s case. Putin’s people just don’t listen to the west or its diplomats, do not share the same basic premises 

concerning facts, truth and legality. This outlaw regime speaks a different language, composed of deception and denial. 

Its word cannot be trusted. 

Nor, arguably, is there much the west could not discover about Russia’s politics and policies were its envoys to be 

withdrawn en masse. In the era of global satellite surveillance and digital intercepts, the comforting concept of “our 

man in Moscow” is old hat. Uncomfortably new, however, is the possibility, if Putin closes Russia’s borders, that 

western envoys may be taken hostage. 

If a conversation with the Kremlin is truly necessary, there’s always the phone. 

How might Putin react to near-total diplomatic isolation? It would be a huge humiliation, entrenching Russia as global 

pariah. It could harm ties with countries such as China and India, which have their own relationships with the west. 

And while Putin himself might not immediately change his behaviour, it would forcefully bring home to Russians, and 

the country’s institutions, just what an utter disaster he is – assuming they need any reminding. 

Ukrainians should ignore siren voices urging a “freeze” of the front lines or other diplomatic compromises. Sooner or 

later, the Russian people, perhaps with their mutinous military to the fore, will reject this loathsome regime. 

That could be the moment when it all changes, the moment when the mist rises, the war’s end comes clearly into view 

– and with it, the end of the dictator. 

Putin will certainly fall, eventually, and fall hard. But it won’t be diplomacy that brings him down. 

NATO 

WWIII Insinuation - Alexander Venediktov, the deputy secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation, 

said on Thursday that Ukraine joining NATO would "mean a guaranteed escalation to a World War III." 

"The suicidal nature of this step [to admit Ukraine to NATO] is understood by the NATO members themselves," he said. 

Since the conflict began, NATO has pledged to admit two new member states, Sweden and Finland. Finland's admission 

could allow NATO to relocate nuclear weapons near Russia's border—and 600 miles from the Kremlin. NATO 

membership would bolster its defense, and the international community hopes it would deter any Russian attacks 

against the two nations. 

NATO Faces Mounting Nuclear Concerns - NATO, and the larger international community, continues to face rising 

concerns of Russia resorting to nuclear weapons if facing defeat in Ukraine. Putin has ramped up his language 

surrounding nuclear weapons, issuing threats of nuclear weapon use amid mounting losses in Ukraine. 

NATO is set to start drills to test the alliance's nuclear deterrent capabilities. The test, which was scheduled before 

Russia announced its invasion, will take place hundreds of miles away from Russian borders, but has drawn some 

rebuke from the international community. 
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"Following Russia's egregious nuclear threats in the context of its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, these exercises by 

NATO do nothing to calm fears about the potential use of nuclear weapons," Daniel Högsta, campaigns coordinator for 

the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, previously told Newsweek. 

Sanctions 

Western sanctions hurting Russia’s ability to replenish military supplies, intelligence analysis shows - 

Western sanctions have sharply curtailed Russia’s ability to replenish the munitions it is using in Ukraine, according to a 

new analysis from the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, forcing Moscow to task its intelligence services 

with finding ways to evade restrictions and procure the critical technology and parts to sustain its war effort. 

Russia has lost more than 6,000 pieces of equipment since the war began nearly eight months ago, the analysis 

obtained by CNN shows, with the country’s military struggling to acquire the microchips, engines and thermal imaging 

technology required to make new weapons. 

Sweeping Western restrictions on exports to Russia have forced the country’s defense industrial facilities to periodically 

go idle. Two of the country’s largest domestic microelectronics manufacturers were forced to temporarily halt 

production because they weren’t able to secure necessary foreign components. And a shortage of bearings – a low-

tech component – has undermined the production of tanks, aircraft, submarines and other military systems. 

Even as early as May, only a few months into the war, the Russian defense industry found itself short of supplies and 

components for marine diesel engines, helicopter and aircraft parts and fire control systems, according to the analysis. 

And Russia has turned to Soviet-era tanks, removing them from storage to use in Ukraine. 

The details were shared in a presentation with senior finance officials from nearly 30 nations Friday, who gathered at 

the Treasury Department for an update from Deputy US Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo, Deputy Commerce 

Secretary Don Graves and Deputy Director of National Intelligence Morgan Muir on the sanctions’ effectiveness in 

choking off Russia’s military industrial complex. 

“Russia is running out of troops, they’re running out of ammunition. They’re running out of tanks and other materials. 

And what we’re trying to do using sanctions and export controls to make it harder for them to reinforce their troops 

and to get the things they need to fight the war in Ukraine,” Adeyemo said. 

Now, the US says Russia is “expending munitions at an unsustainable rate” and turning to Iran and North Korea for 

help, a sign of the shortfalls facing the country’s own domestic defense industry after the US and other nations banned 

the export of key technologies needed for advanced weaponry at the start of the war. 

GeoPolitics 

China tension over Ukraine flares at Arctic Circle Assembly in Iceland - Rob Bauer, chair of NATO Military 

Committee, confronted He Rulong, China’s ambassador to Iceland, over China’s failure to condemn Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. 

The unusually frank exchange between Admiral Rob Bauer, chair of the alliance’s Military Committee, and He Rulong, 

China’s ambassador to Iceland, followed a speech by Bauer on NATO’s role in the region at the annual Arctic Circle 

Assembly. 

Bauer, a Dutch Navy officer, said China “doesn’t share our values and undermines the rules-based international order.” 

The Chinese envoy spoke up from the audience to challenge Bauer, saying, “Admiral, with due respect, your speech and 

remarks is filled with arrogance.” That prompted pushback by the NATO official. 
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“I have a question for you, because you underline the principle of sovereignty and the importance of the internationally 

recognized borders in the world,” Bauer said, drawing applause. “I am correct, isn’t that true? Yeah. So why is it 

possible then that China still is not condemning Russia’s attack in Ukraine?” 

China’s view of the “Ukraine crisis” includes a historic perspective and the world needs to “understand the root cause,” 

He said, prompting scattered laughter when he called China “the peacemaker in the world.” 

China has resisted US calls to condemn President Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine, although Beijing said earlier this week 

it was “concerned” about Moscow’s recent missile strikes on civilian targets. 

The Arctic Circle Assembly is an annual international gathering on the Arctic, including governments, indigenous 

organizations and academics. It’s separate from the Arctic Council, an eight-country intergovernmental group that 

includes the US and current chair Russia. Its meetings have been suspended since the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Gao Feng, China’s special representative for Arctic affairs, told the meeting that his country wouldn’t support excluding 

Russia, which is chairing the group until 2023, to punish it for the war in Ukraine and hand the chairmanship to Norway. 

“There is no procedure to get anybody out of the Council,” Gao said. “So I really doubt whether the presidency could be 

passed on, to anybody, or Norway could take over.” 

China has merely “Observer Status” in the Council as it does not have any geographical presence in the Arctic. 

Which countries buy the most Russian weapons? 
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Oil and gas resources 

Russia and Ukraine are both rich in oil and gas. Russia has the world’s highest proven gas reserves at 48,938 billion 

cubic metres. More than 70 percent of the country’s gas reserves are held by Gazprom, a state-owned energy giant. 

Russia supplies about one-third of Europe’s natural gas. US sanctions over the conflict will disrupt that supply, 

exacerbating Europe’s energy crisis. On February 22, Germany halted the certification of Nord Stream 2, the $11.6bn 

Russian gas pipeline project designed to move 151 million cubic metres of gas a day into Europe. 

 

Russia also has some of the largest proven oil reserves, at 80 billion barrels, or 5 percent of the world’s total. 

Ukraine, too, has a sizeable reserve of oil and gas at 395 million barrels and 349 billion cubic metres, respectively. The 

country sits at the crossroads between the West and Russia and plays a key role in delivering Russian gas to European 

markets. 

In 2019, the world’s top exporters of crude oil were Saudi Arabia ($145bn), Russia ($123bn), Iraq ($73.8bn), Canada 

($67.8bn), and the US ($61.9bn). 
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China bought about one-quarter (27 percent) of Russia’s total oil exports worth $34bn. However, given China’s massive 

energy needs, this made up only 16 percent of its oil imports. 

At least 48 countries imported Russian crude oil in 2019. The countries that rely most on Russian oil include Belarus, 

Cuba, Curacao, Kazakhstan, Latvia – each importing more than 99 percent of their crude oil from Russia. 

Impacts 

Russian analyst wants to 'flood' U.S. enemies with weapons: 'create danger' - Russian analyst Igor Shishkin 

has suggested flooding the United States' enemies with weapons to cause "fear" and to create "danger," which would 

force the U.S. to negotiate with Russia when it comes to providing aid to Ukraine. 

"The West is planning to cause us a strategic defeat," said Shishkin on a Russian television show hosted by Roman 

Babayan. "Right now, we have to create danger for the U.S., specifically the United States, not Europe." 

The segment, which included English subtitles, was posted to Twitter on Saturday by Julia Davis, a columnist at The 

Daily Beast and creator of the Russian Media Monitor. 

Explaining what that danger would look like, Shishkin said that one method is to "flood all enemies of the U.S. with 

weapons so that American military bases start blowing up." The Russian analyst added that "as long as the U.S. is not in 

the position we're in, with us being forced to conduct combat operations, with us being forced to expend our 

resources, and with our people dying, the United States should end up in the same position." 

Comment – Further evidence that this is not only “Putin’s War,” but is supported across the board in Russia. Secondly it 

shows the pain and damage of the Ukrainian offensive, that it solicits response such as this. 

Prominent Russian milbloggers who yesterday announced the existence of “hit lists” reportedly 

originating with the Russian MoD and targeting milbloggers for their coverage of operations in Ukraine walked back 

their claim on October 15. As ISW reported on October 14, Russian milblogger Semyon Pegov of the WarGonzo 

Telegram channel accused “individual generals and military commanders” of the Russian MoD of developing a “hitlist” 

of Russian milbloggers whom the MoD intends to prosecute for “discrediting” the MoD’s handling of the war in 

Ukraine. Pegov’s claim was amplified by several other milbloggers and generated substantial panic about censorship in 

the hyper-nationalist Russian information space. 

Pegov announced on October 15, however, that “there are no more lists”, and that the issue of lists has been removed 

from the agenda and congratulated his following and the wider milblogger community for being untouchable in the 

face of attempted crackdowns 

As ISW has previously assessed the announcement of mobilization served as a catalyst for a breakdown in the Russian 

information space that put the increasingly alienated MoD further at odds with Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

the cohort of milbloggers that he has periodically supported and empowered. The Russian milblogger community may 

have strategically weaponized the rumors of MoD hit lists against the MoD itself by exposing the information and 

appearing to defeat the MoD attacks against it—whether or not they were real in the first place. The discourse 

surrounding the existence of these lists indicates continued structural fractures between the MoD establishment, the 

milbloggers, and the Kremlin. 

The Wagner Group Private Military Company is likely continuing efforts to assert its supremacy over the Russian 

MoD and conventional Russian ground forces. A video posted to social media on October 13 shows servicemen of the 

126th Coastal Defense Brigade of the Black Sea Fleet in an unspecified location in Kherson Oblast complaining that they 

have been fighting in the area since the beginning of the war without breaks or troop rotation.  
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The servicemen asserted that they are being “crushed” by Ukrainian forces and emphasized that they have one BTR 

(armored personnel carrier) for 80 people, which is greatly restricting their maneuverability. After the video circulated, 

a Wagner Group-affiliated Telegram channel announced on October 14 that Wagner Group leadership decided to 

transfer four off-road vehicles to the 126th Coastal Defense Battalion in support of their efforts to hold the frontline in 

Kherson Oblast. This exchange is noteworthy in light of ISW’s previous assessment that Wagner Group financier 

Yevgeny Prigozhin is actively attempting to curry favor with Putin and set Wagner Group forces apart from 

conventional MoD forces. The move to donate basic equipment to a detachment of conventional Russian ground forces 

may be an implicit critique of the MoD’s apparent inability to provide such necessities to its own soldiers. 

Russian mobilization and annexation 

Pay your own way - Last week, Alexander Štupun, spokesperson for the General Staff of the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine, said that Russian troops are struggling to obtain military uniforms and that they have to buy them at their own 

expense or try to obtain them from authorities as humanitarian aid. 

"The issue of providing the mobilized with helmets and body armor remains problematic," Štupun said. 

Mobilization and force generation efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without 

conducting general mobilization) - Mobilized Russian forces early yesterday engaged in a fratricidal altercation at 

a training ground in Belgorod Oblast. The BBC and Russian MoD reported that the mobilized Russian soldiers shot at 

each other at an unspecified training ground in Belgorod Oblast, resulting in at least 11 killed and 15 injured. The 

Russian MoD described the shooting’s perpetrators as “terrorists” and said they were from an unspecified 

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) country. Mobilized Russian men continue to train at training grounds 

across the Russian Federation. 

Russian authorities are reportedly intensifying their tactics to mobilize more Russian men. Authorities in Moscow and 

St. Petersburg reportedly are conducting mobilization roundups where plainclothes police block the entrances of 

private homes to make it impossible for men to avoid receiving mobilization notices.  

Russian sources reported that police in Moscow cordoned off the Mitinsky Radio Market in Moscow to detain men and 

issue them mobilization summons, and reportedly conducted a mobilization raid at the “MIPSTROI1” construction 

company in Moscow on October 14, forcing 250 men to go to a military commissariat. But the Commissariat denied 

issuing mobilization notices in public places near metro stations. 

Russian sources continue to document problems with Russian mobilization. State Duma Deputy Maxim Ivanov criticized 

military commissariats in Sverdlovsk Oblast and accused them of “not chasing quality but quantity” to rush and 

complete recruitment quotas.  

Russian sources posted an obituary for a 28-year-old Government of Moscow department head who was mobilized on 

September 23, deployed a few days later despite having zero combat experience, and killed in action in Ukraine on 

October 10. This high-profile death reportedly prompted a mass exodus of military-aged workers from the Government 

of Moscow.  

Russian sources are expressing frustration that Russian conscripts are not being assigned to roles appropriate for their 

military specializations. An artillery specialist was assigned to a motorized rifle unit and a Rosgvardia Spetsnaz officer 

was reportedly assigned to command a tank battalion. A prominent Russian milblogger reported there is a lack of 

uniformity in training standards for mobilized personnel, resulting in some mobilized forces not learning skills beyond 

basic weapons handling. 

 


