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Conflict Update # 267 

November 19th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 83,880 (420) soldiers killed, 2,885 (+6) enemy tanks, 5,815 (7) armored  combat vehicles, 1,867 (+2) 

artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,536 

(+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 480 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,368 (+2) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 161 (+1) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Unconventional tactics – Ukraine has consistently deployed and used unconventional tactics on the battlefront, 

taking Russia and in most cases, its Allies as well, by surprise, both tactically and in ferocity in battle and objective. 
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At this juncture everyone is expecting them to sit back and wait out the approaching winter. Let’s not underestimate 

Ukraine again.  

We should expect them to advance in the start and dead of winter to further capture land under Russian occupation. 

They are now equipped with winter gear, are already attacking inner eastern-Kherson locations, taking out airfields and 

supply routes across the line from Luhansk to Crimea. Russia is digging defensive lines between Crimea and Kherson 

and in the zone between Bakhmut and Mariupol. What do the Russians know or suspect that we do not? 

We can expect them to launch sudden assaults against vulnerable (Russian) fronts once they have consolidated re-

captured territory and moved forces and armor to strategic positioning points. 

Given the ill-equipped Russian soldier already under siege and with increasing desertions and extremely low morale, as 

pointed out by ISW, and a lack of cohesive command structure, another battlefield success may be to hand, albeit 

costly for both sides. 

Crimea and all of Kherson are vital to Ukrainian industrial output and export capability, the latter in particular. Ukraine 

direly needs these to survive under their control, failing which they risk becoming yet another “impoverished” nation.  

'Relentless' Ukraine troops see golden opportunity in winter warfare – Ukrainian leaders remain bullish on 

plans to liberate all occupied territory even as winter looms, threatening desperate conditions on the home front and a 

slowdown—or even pause—of counteroffensive operations in the south and east. 

"We will fight as long as we have the strength," said commander-in-chief of Ukrainian forces General Zaluzhnyi after 

the recent liberation of the key southern city of Kherson. "Our goal is to liberate all Ukrainian land from Russian 

occupation. We will not stop on this path under any circumstances." 

The first snow of winter fell in several parts of Ukraine on Thursday. International observers expect fresh challenges as 

rain and mud are followed by freezing winter temperatures.  

"The weather will certainly impact logistics and there will be some natural effect," former Ukrainian defense minister 

Andriy Zagorodnyuk told Newsweek. "But I do not think Ukraine will delay the counteroffensive operations." 

"We learned in Kharkiv Oblast that once you start to push, you can't stop, otherwise we let the Russians regroup," 

Danylyuk—who is the co-founder and head of the Center for National Resilience and Development think tank—added, 

referring to Ukraine's lightning drive through Russian lines in the northeast of the country that began in September. 

"In Kharkiv, the overall approach was attack, attack, don't stop fighting, look for the weak spots. That was a very 

successful tactic. At the moment, it's very, very similar...It doesn't mean that we will just go blindly on attacking Russian 

positions. We're always looking for weak spots. And there are plenty." 

Retreat from Kherson leaves Russian forces scrambling to stave off collapse - Since withdrawing from the 

right bank Kherson region on November 11, Russian positions on the opposite side of the river have come under 

increasingly frequent attack. As it did following Ukraine's successful strike on the Kerch Strait Bridge back in October, 

Russia has responded with a wave of missiles aimed at civilian infrastructure. 

However, Moscow's dwindling stockpiles suggest that this wave, like the one that preceded it, is more symbol than 

substance. After advancing across large swathes of territory in the early weeks of its "special military operation," 

Russian forces in Ukraine are now clearly on the defensive. "Russia's military is broken," John Spencer, the author of 

Understanding Urban Warfare and a retired major in the U.S. Army, told Newsweek. "That doesn't mean that it's not 

dangerous. It can still engage in battles, but it is no longer capable of waging a large campaign." 
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Not even nine months after it sent its best troops into Ukraine expecting them to topple the Kyiv government in a 

matter of days, the purported second most powerful army in the world finds itself digging trenches along the roads 

leading into Crimea. 

Comments – There are reports of Ukrainian forces already operating on the eastern bank of the River Dnipro, attacking 

Russian back line supply positions and control posts, shown as  in the map below.  

There are further reports of Russia constructing defensive trenches and lines along the border between Crimea and 

Kherson – shown as a bold 

black barrier in the map 

alongside. 

Some suggest that Russia will 

shortly withdraw from Kherson 

in toto and move its forces to 

Donetsk and Luhansk in order 

to stave off any Ukrainian 

incursion in the area between 

Bakhmut and Mariupol .  

Our Updates have for some 

weeks mentioned this as a 

primary Russian fall back 

strategy. 

Defensive lines are also being 

built along roads leading into 

Mariupol from the Bakhmut 

area. 

This appears to show a Russian 

concern of Ukraine moving 

into these regions – not a good sign with winter approaching for ill-equipped Russian troops.  

Locking down these areas also allows the Russians a shorter supply line from homeland bases and supply points. 

The rupture that could trigger Putin’s deadliest rampage yet - The Kremlin’s chief executioner in Crimea is not 

modest about having slaughtered some 70,000 of her neighbors. 

“We need pitiless, unceasing struggle against the snakes who are hiding in secret,” Rosalia Zemlyachka told the 

Sebastopol newspaper Vremya. “We must annihilate them, sweep them out with an iron broom, a sea of blood, 

everywhere.” 

Witnessing Zemlyachka’s carnage first-hand, Russian opposition leader Sergei Melgunov said the lampposts of Crimea’s 

largest city are “richly garnished with wind-swayed corpses.” In the nearby beach resort of Feodosia, Melgunov and 

other officials said they observed Zemlyachka commandeer the city’s wells as burial pits. When the shafts were clogged 

with tortured soldiers and civilians, Melgunov added, she strapped her victims to planks, either roasting them alive in 

furnaces or drowning them in barges in the Black Sea. 

“It’s a pity to waste cartridges on them,” Zemlyachka said. 
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Western leaders now wrestling with the question of whether to encourage and fund Ukraine’s intention to grab back 

Crimea may not be familiar with the Kyiv-born secret policewoman known to locals as Demon. 

Yet back in Moscow—a century after Zemlyachka, at the end of the Russian Civil War supervised the Bolshevik’s 

extermination of a population nearly three times the size of Key West—the Demon remains the darling of Putin, a 

superstar at KGB headquarters, and the poster ghoul for what Russia is capable of doing if Ukraine marches on Crimea. 

“Ukraine will be liquidated,” are the words Putin’s celebrated primetime shill and alleged war criminal Vladimir 

Solovyov employs almost nightly on television to reawaken the spirit of Zemlyachka. 

“Russia’s military mindset is always annihilation,” says a veteran Kremlin specialist who spent years in Moscow and 

remains attached to a Western intelligence agency. “What’s been remarkable since the fall of Kherson is we’ve never 

before heard Russian politicians and propagandists pushing a terror campaign at a level reminiscent of the Bolshevik 

Revolution. They are off the charts.” 

None of this surprises 2022 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Oleksandra Matviichuk. 

“Russians can tolerate their war criminals who win,” Matviichuk told The Daily Beast over a recent dinner in Paris. 

“Russians cannot tolerate their war criminals who lose.” 

Matviichuk, director of Ukraine’s Center for Civil Liberties, says her organization has so far itemized more than 21,000 

instances of Russian war crimes in Ukraine. The desecrations in Bucha, Izium, and Kherson are so grisly that she and 

other human-rights lawyers are now imploring UN member states to “develop a new definition of a war crime and a 

method to prosecute them,” she says. 

Olena Tregub is devoted to assuring Putin’s war criminals are losers. She’s also a woman who knows her guns and 

ammo. Tregub’s a vocal member of the Ukrainian government’s anti-corruption committee, and her job is to ensure 

every penny of foreign aid and caisson of weapons sustains a war effort aimed at ultimately unfurling her country’s flag 

over Crimea. 

“We go big,” Tregub says. “We take back Crimea. This is the only way to punish Russia for Putin’s crimes in Ukraine.” 

Glorious visions of repelling Russian imperialism for centuries have galvanized the Ukrainian imagination. “The 

fortifications of the Syvash are so strong that the Red High Command has neither the men nor the machines to breach 

them,” Vremya guaranteed its readers in 1920. “All the armed forces of the Soviets cannot frighten the Crimea.” 

French Lieutenant General and former NATO commandant Michel Yakovleff says, “I’m not convinced Ukraine needs to 

recover Crimea.” In an interview with The Daily Beast beneath crystal chandeliers and murals of naked cherubs inside 

the French Senate, the battle-hardened veteran of Operation Desert Storm and NATO’s campaigns in Bosnia and 

Kosovo has spent the past nine months huddling with Ukrainian politicians and military strategists. 

“We’re not sure how much of Crimean population would want to return to Ukraine,” Yakovleff cautions. “An 

internationally sanctioned referendum might be diplomatically in order to accommodate the thousands of Russians 

involuntarily brought in after the 2014 Russian annexation. There will be internal problems. Taking back Crimea could 

be a mixed blessing.” 

The reaction of Andriy Yermak, an adviser to Ukrainian President Zelensky, pretty much encapsulates Kyiv’s position on 

which side finally controls Crimea. “Does anyone seriously think that the Kremlin really wants peace?” he wrote on 

Twitter. “It wants obedience.” 

The irony of the situation is palpable. “Russia has also been heavily dug into eastern Ukraine for eight years,” he adds. 

“So it would actually be easier to militarily retake Crimea than the Donbas.” 
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On the one hand, allowing Crimea to remain Russian and home to the Black Sea fleet might be the tranquilizer that 

calms Putin into making peace while retaining power. The intelligence analyst suggests a brokered peace won’t hold. 

“Strategically, rip the Russians apart, because you don’t want to give them time to rebuild and come back, which they 

will,” he says. “The longer you can force Russia into rebuilding its military, the better off Europe and the rest of the 

democratic world is.” 

On the other blood-stained hand, how much more Russian-induced trauma can Ukraine absorb? Back in 1933, at the 

height of Stalin’s enforced two-year terror-famine Holodomor, Ukrainians were dying at a rate of 28,000 per day, for a 

total death count of nearly 4 million people. Yakovleff insists that history ensures a Ukrainian victory this time around. 

“Putin is being beaten by what’s become the most powerful army in Europe,” Yakovleff says. “If Putin survives, he 

would be the only Russian leader to survive a defeat of this magnitude. His personal fate is sealed.” 

On the other hand, Hanna Shelest, director of the security and military analysis group Prism in Kyiv, has legitimate 

cause for concern. “I trained NATO officers at a war college,” she explains. “The only map of Ukraine was in my office. 

Not one of my students knew the distance between Crimea and the nearest NATO country. It’s the same thing eight 

years after Putin invaded Crimea,” Shelest adds. “NATO has no strategic vision of Crimea.” 

Russian morale 'exceedingly low' amid 'significant losses,' desertion: ISW - Russian military's morale is 

"exceedingly low" following "significant losses" in Ukraine's Donbas region, according to a new report from ISW. 

The think tank's assessment of the Russian offensive indicated that troop desertion, inadequate preparation for battle 

and casualties had all contributed to poor mental health among Russian soldiers in Donetsk and Luhansk, both areas 

that Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed to have annexed in late September. 

Comment – With the advent of winter now starting to hammer home with the first snow flurries, the lot of the average 

Russian front-line soldier worsens. Ill-equipped for summer battle, they are severely under-clothed and insulated 

against the extreme Russia,/Ukrainian winter. Canada has been sending in thousands of winter kit in line with what is 

called “Canada-cold.” 

Social media footage circulated on November 18 shows a Russian soldier opening fire on Ukrainians as 

other Russian soldiers were surrendering. The graphic footage shows Ukrainian troops in Makiivka, Luhansk Oblast, 

taking a group of Russian soldiers prisoner when one Russian soldier emerges from a house holding a gun and opens 

fire.  

Drone footage shows the bodies of the deceased Russian soldiers after the incident. Open-source analysts concluded 

that the Russian soldier opened fire initially, but it is unclear who killed the Russian prisoners, when, and under what 

circumstances. However, Russian information space immediately responded to the footage by widely accusing 

Ukrainian forces of a ”mass execution” of the Russian prisoners. The Russian Investigative Committee opened a criminal 

case against Ukrainian Armed Forces and is reportedly trying to identify the Ukrainian servicemen in the video. 

Russian forces reinforced rear areas in Luhansk Oblast and attempted to regain lost positions as Ukrainian 

troops continued counteroffensive operations along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Russian forces continued limited ground assaults near Bakhmut and Avdiivka and in western Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian occupation officials and military leadership are seemingly increasingly concerned about subsequent 

Ukrainian counteroffensive operations in southern Ukraine. 
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Russia continues to face exceedingly low morale and poor discipline among its forces against the backdrop of 

ongoing domestic backlash to partial mobilization. 

Russian occupation officials and forces continued to intensify filtration measures in Russian-occupied 

territories in Ukraine and to undermine the Ukrainian national identity. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces reinforced rear areas in 

Luhansk Oblast and attempted to regain 

lost positions as Ukrainian troops 

continued counteroffensive operations 

along the Svatove-Kreminna line on 

November 18.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) noted 

that Russian forces freed up by the 

Russian retreat from the west (right) 

bank of Kherson Oblast transferred to 

Novoaidar, Luhansk Oblast, (55km 

southeast of Kreminna at the nexus of 

the T1306 Novoaidar-Severodonetsk 

and H21 Novoaidar-Starobilsk routes). 

(Comment – Precisely what this Update 

series predicted weeks ago). 

Ukrainian military sources also reported 

that their troops repelled Russian 

attacks on Novoselivkse and 

Stelmakhivka, both within 13km 

northwest of Svatove.  

Russian sources also claimed that 

Ukrainian troops attacked in this area 

toward Kuzemivka (13km northwest of 

Svatove). Geolocated footage shows 

Ukrainian airborne troops destroying a 

Russian TOR-M2 surface-to-air missile 

complex in Dachne, 3km west of 

Svatove.  

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian 

troops unsuccessfully attacked toward 

Chervonopopivka (6km northwest of 

Kreminna) and are continuing attempts 

to attack southeast of Kreminna toward Lysychansk and Popasna. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued limited ground assaults near Bakhmut and Avdiivka and in western 

Donetsk Oblast on November 18.  

UGS reported that their forces repelled Russian ground assaults northeast of Bakhmut near Spirne and Bilohorivka and 

south of Bakhmut near Opytne. 
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Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Deputy 

Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselyov claimed 

Wagner Group forces repelled Ukrainian 

counterattacks on the southeastern 

outskirts of Bakhmut and near Opytne. 

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian ground attacks southwest 

of Avdiivka near Pervomaiske and 

Vodyane, and southwest of Donetsk City 

near Novomykhailivka.  

The Russian MoD claimed Russian forces 

captured Opytne (4 km southwest of 

Avdiivka), two days after the Donetsk 

People’s Republic (DNR) claimed that its 

forces captured the settlement.  

ISW is currently unable to confirm these 

Russian territorial claims. Geolocated 

footage posted on November 17 shows 

that Russian forces made marginal gains 

advancing west toward Pervomaiske. The 

Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces 

repelled Ukrainian ground attacks east of 

Vuhledar near Solodke, southeast of 

Vuhledar near Volodymyrivka, and 

southwest of Vuhledar near Pavlivka. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces continued 

to conduct defensive operations on the 

east (left) bank of the Dnipro River in 

Kherson Oblast yesterday. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command (SOC) reported enemy forces continue to equip 

defensive lines and replenish their forces in eastern Kherson Oblast.  

SOC also reported Russian forces continue to draw further back from the eastern bank of the Dnipro River, forcibly 

relocating civilians from Novokiivka and transporting medical equipment from Nova Kakhovovka to Crimea. UGS 

reported Russian forces continued to strike areas on the western (right) bank of the Dnipro River, including Kherson 

City, Chornobaivka, Antonivka, and Beryslav. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian military assets and concentration areas south of the Dnipro River. UGS 

reported yesterday their strikes in previous days killed over 50 Russian military personnel in Skadovsk and destroyed an 

ammunition depot in Chaplynka. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command stated that Ukrainian strikes destroyed 

military assets along the eastern bank of the river, including in Nova Kakhovka, Hola Prystan, and Oleshky. 

Russian occupation officials and military leadership are seemingly increasingly concerned about subsequent Ukrainian 

counteroffensive operations in southern Ukraine. UGS stated Russian forces are accumulating engineering equipment 

to construct defensive lines in Mykhailivka Raion, Zaporizhia Oblast, (on the T0810 and T0818 highway intersection and 
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connects Melitopol to the checkpoint at Vasylivka and Enerhodar) and are using production enterprises in Zaporizhia 

Oblast to construct more defensive structures. 

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation official Vladimir Rogov stated that Russian officials are not preparing for a winter “lull” in 

hostilities in Zaporizhia Oblast. Crimean occupation head Sergei Aksyonov announced yesterday Russian forces are 

building defensive lines in northern Crimea after satellite imagery emerged on November 10 of Russian defensive lines 

in the area.  

As ISW has previously reported, Russian forces have increasingly relied on logistics lines through southern Ukraine, 

particularly connecting Melitopol to Crimea, to supply forces in southern Ukraine following the attack on the Kerch 

Strait Bridge. 

Russian forces yesterday continued routine fire against areas in Zaporizhia, Mykolaiv, and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts. 

Ukrainian official sources reported enemy forces struck Zaporizhzhia City, Dnipro City, and Odesa City. Ukrainian 

officials also reported that Russian forces shelled Nikopol and Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, and Ochakiv, 

Mykolaiv Oblast, just north of the Kinburn Spit. 

Russian Mobilization 

Russian officials are preparing for further covert mobilization efforts even as the fall conscription cycle is underway, 

likely further flooding the already overburdened Russian force generation apparatus in such a way that will be 

detrimental to the development of mobilized and conscripted servicemen. Russian Telegram channels actively 

discussed indicators on November 18 that the Kremlin is preparing for a second mobilization wave and circulated an 

image of a draft summons received by a citizen of St. Petersburg who was reportedly told to appear for mobilization in 

January 2023 despite Putin’s announcement of the formal end of partial mobilization on October 31.  

Nationalist milbloggers additionally circulated claims that general mobilization will begin in December or January. An 

independent Russian outlet published an investigation yesterday showing state structures and enterprises are 

continuing to prepare their employees for mobilization by sending them to various training programs and mobilization-

related educational courses.  

Another Russian outlet noted that the Odintsovo garrison military court in Moscow Oblast inadvertently confirmed that 

mobilization is continuing despite its formal end. The court reportedly accused a mobilized soldier of beating his 

commander on November 13 “during the performance of his duties of military service or in connection with the 

performance of these duties during the period of mobilization,” which indicates that the court is operating on the legal 

basis that mobilization is still very much underway. The Kremlin has said that Russian President Vladimir Putin has no 

need to sign a decree formally ending the mobilization period, as ISW has previously reported. 

The continuation of covert mobilization efforts and potential preparations for another mobilization wave in tandem 

with the current fall conscription cycle are likely adding substantial strain to an already over-burdened Russian force 

generation apparatus.  

As ISW previously assessed, Putin likely ordered the end of partial mobilization in order to free up bureaucratic and 

administrative capacity for the November 1 conscription class. However, it is evident that Russian authorities never 

fully halted mobilization efforts, which means that a limited number of mobilized recruits are still being forced through 

the training system at the same time as conscripts are going through their own training cycle. This will likely lead to 

even lower quality training for both mobilized recruits and conscripts as they compete for insufficient training capacity. 

Another wave of mobilization in the coming months will only worsen the situation and likely degrade the overall quality 

of the Russian troops that will be funneled to the frontline in Ukraine. 
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Geopolitics 

India played essential role in negotiating G20 Summit declaration: White House - India played an essential 

role in negotiating the G20 Summit declaration, the White House’s press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said in her latest 

press briefing, adding that PM Modi “made it clear that today's era must not be of war” as she referred to the Ukraine-

Russia conflict that escalated in February this year. The two-day G20 summit - that concluded earlier this week in 

Indonesia’s Bali - saw the presence of top world leaders including US President Biden, the UKs Sunak among others. The 

Ukraine war was one of the most crucial talking points. 

Humanitarian 

"Torture chamber," mass grave found in Kherson, Ukraine after Russia's retreat - Right now, there's still 

jubilation. Not since American troops helped defeat the Nazis has Europe seen celebrations quite like what Kherson is 

experiencing now. 

And only now, seeing what the Russians left behind when they made their hasty retreat, is it clear just why. 

The instruments of what survivors say was torture at the hands of the invaders still litter a police station in Kherson. 

Residents and Ukrainian officials have said Putin's troops turned it into a "torture chamber," and the air is still tinged 

with smoke. 

Oleksander, a survivor, said some of his fellow detainees at the old police station were electrocuted. 

"My cellmate's tongue was so black and swollen after interrogation, he couldn't put it back in his mouth," he said. 

Vitaly and Alesha said they were blindfolded and then taken into a basement after relaying intelligence to Ukrainian 

forces. 

"Around my kidneys, over here, they kicked me, and they punched me in the face until my nose was bleeding" said 

Alesha. "They even said they would force us to walk through a minefield towards Ukrainian positions." 

The Russian troops have retreated, but they're still within earshot, just across the Dnipro River. The river now forms the 

front line between Ukraine's defenders, who have retaken ground and pushed right up to its western bank, and the 

occupiers, who have dug in on the other side. 

Ombudsman: Even children were kept in torture chambers in Kherson Oblast - Dmytro Lubinets, the 

Ukrainian parliament’s Commissioner for Human Rights, said yesterday new facts of torture reportedly inflicted by 

Russian troops on Kherson Oblast residents during the occupation were discovered, including a torture chamber with a 

separate cell where teenagers were kept. 

“We are now determining their ages,” he said, adding that witnesses say some of the boys looked about 14 years old. 

The day before, Lubinets said he was “shocked” by the scale of torture Russian forces inflicted on the residents of the 

recently liberated Kherson during the city’s occupation. 

“I haven’t seen such a scale of (human rights violations) before. And I personally visited all (Russian) torture chambers 

in different Ukrainian oblasts,” Lubinets said. “It seems that (the Russian military) gets some satisfaction from it when 

they kill and torture our citizens.” 



 

10 
 

Russian documentary claims Moscow has organised mass Ukrainian adoptions - Prominent Russian 

bloggers have begun circulating a multi-part documentary series with images of several Ukrainian children who have 

been adopted into Russian families, according to the US Institute of the Study of War. 

The scale is massive – the documentary claims that more than 150,000 children from Donbas alone have been 

"evacuated" this year. Previously Russian officials have openly admitted that a large adoption scheme is underway. 

Moscow’s Commissioner for Children’s Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova, had previously she had adopted a child from 

Ukraine. There are concerns that these adoptions are forced and part of a wider campaign of ethnic cleansing. 

Peace Talks 

Ukraine rules out ‘short truce’ with Russia - Ukrainian leader Zelenskyy says ‘honest peace’ can take place only 

with the ‘complete demolition of Russian aggression.’ 

Russia is seeking a “short truce” – a proposal Zelenskyy vehemently dismissed as it would allow Moscow’s forces to 

regain strength after suffering a series of battlefield defeats. 

Officials in Russia have repeatedly said they were ready to engage in peace talks without any conditions, but it is not 

clear if they have made a formal ceasefire offer as mentioned by Zelenskyy on Friday. 

“Russia is now looking for a short truce, a respite to regain strength. Someone may call this the war’s end, but such a 

respite will only worsen the situation,” the Ukrainian leader said. 

“A truly real, long-lasting and honest peace can only be the result of the complete demolition of Russian aggression.” 

The US has said only Zelenskyy can decide when to open peace talks with Russia, rejecting the notion it was pressing 

Kyiv to negotiate an end to the nearly nine-month war sparked by Moscow’s invasion. 

General Milley, top US military officer, said while Ukraine has achieved key battlefield successes, Moscow still controls 

20 percent of the country, and it is unlikely Kyiv’s troops will force the Russians out any time soon. 

Putin 

Russian spy defects, calls Putin's Ukraine war 'worst scenario' imaginable – A Russian spy has defected to 

Estonia and is seeking asylum in the NATO country over his opposition to Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine. 

The spy, identified as Artem Zinchenko, spoke to Yahoo News in early October for an article published Thursday about 

the "awful situation" triggered by Moscow's invasion of Ukraine that started in late February. 

"It is the worst scenario that could even be imagined in my mind, and it was not only because my relatives live there, 

but because of the huge number of innocent victims," Zinchenko said. 

Zinchenko's defection to Estonia was actually a return for the Russian spy after he was arrested by the country in 2017 

and traded back to Russia in a swap a year later, Yahoo News reported. Zinchenko said that when he arrived home in 

2018, "everything had changed dramatically" and described Putin's regime as having "all the aspects of totalitarianism." 

Leaked FSB letters reveal civil war among Putin's allies - Leaked emails from a whistleblower at Russia's FSB, 

shared with Newsweek, reveal a civil war among Putin's closest allies as his invasion of Ukraine continues to falter. The 

agent, dubbed the Wind of Change, writes regular dispatches to Russian dissident exile Vladimir Osechkin, revealing the 

anger and discontent inside the FSB over the war that began when Putin invaded neighboring Ukraine on February 24. 
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The whistleblower focuses on Yevgeny Prigozhin, a Putin ally and founder of the mercenary outfit the Wagner Group, 

and Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov. 

Both Prigozhin and Kadyrov have continued to criticize how Putin's war against Ukraine is being handled, appearing to 

be siding with each other in rare displays of dissent, suggesting that rifts may be emerging inside the Kremlin. 

U.S. think tank the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) also assessed in late October that Prigozhin and his military 

group could "pose a threat to Putin's rule." 

The FSB agent, however, said that "there is no model of 'just changing power'" in Russia. 

"There is no way to 'change everything' in Russia so that the country as a whole will function and does not descend into 

the abyss of terror," the email said, laying out how a civil war would play out in the country. 

"In the beginning we may get a haphazard riot, with only looting and chaotic skirmishes between everyone. Let me try 

to explain: the struggle of security agencies against Prigozhin's structures, a real war against each other, is bad, but 

generally inevitable," they wrote. 

"Or there will be battles of the regions for the division of resources. Or a scramble of various forces for control over 

regions or chunks of the country (Russia)." 

But the country could collapse into total chaos, the agent said. 

Chaos, Civil War 

"Believe me—that is far more terrifying. I assert, and this is by no means the solitary private opinion of one simple (FSB) 

employee: we have f***ed up the country. We (FSB) screwed up the country not on February 24, when this whole 

affair began, but much earlier, when February 24 became possible in principle." 

"Chaos, civil war, collapse—yes, it's all ahead of us. It is inevitable," the FSB agent said. "Too many in Russia have 

crossed the point of no return. They plan to be little czars in the areas they manage to capture. At least, that's the way 

they are thinking." 

The whistleblower suggested that it won't be easy for the Kremlin to suppress Prigozhin should he eventually pose a 

threat to Putin's rule. 

"And when the especially 'smart' leaders in the FSB engage in whitewashing Prigozhin as non-systemic and say that we 

have a structure that could neutralize him if it became necessary – that's nonsense." 

The ISW has said Prigozhin is effectively building a "constituency" of supporters and his own fighting force that aren't 

under the direct control of the Russian military or the ministry of defense. 

Prigozhin therefore holds a uniquely advantageous position within the Russian state structure and information space 

that allows him to expand his constituency in the country more readily than the higher military command, allowing him 

to freely promote himself and his forces while criticizing Kremlin officials or the Russian armed forces without fear of 

push back, according to the think tank. 

Domestic Terror 

In a more urgent email dated on November 8, the FSB whistleblower warned Osechkin that Prigozhin is preparing 

brigades for "domestic terror" in Russia, amid a surge of protests and riots in several regions of Russia over reports that 

more than 1,000 Russians were killed in the space of three days during intense fighting in Ukraine. 
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During a meeting Prigozhin's Wagner mercenaries were delegated authority and guaranteed a regime of impunity and 

tacit approval for acts of aggression and intimidation against those who protest against the war and Putin's policies, the 

agent said. 

"Our analytics and reports go up the chain and they understand there that the level of popular discontent is growing 

exponentially, and we will not be able to extinguish it using legal methods," the whistleblower wrote. 

"The FSB is not ready for internal terror, and Prigozhin and Kadyrov think that their time has come to shine. Both realize 

that if they stop fighting and start a dialogue, both will cease to be necessary to Putin." 

According to the agent, both Kadyrov and Prigozhin will then be "cut off in funding" and will "return to their places in 

the system." 

"But both characters are no longer willing to accept that, each of them imagines themselves indispensable." 

The whistleblower said the FSB expects the pair to carry out a series of provocations that will smear the service (FSB) 

and point to its "alleged inability to control the situation in the country." 

Containment 

UK PM Sunak makes surprise trip to Kyiv, boosts air defenses - British PM Sunak promised 125 anti-aircraft 

guns and other air-defense technology as he made an unannounced visit Saturday — his first — to Ukraine’s snow-

blanketed war-time capital for talks with Ukrainian President Zelenskyy. 

The air-defense package, which Britain valued at 50 million pounds ($60 million), comes as Russia has been pounding 

Ukraine’s power grid and other key infrastructure from the air, causing widespread blackouts for millions of Ukrainians 

amid frigid weather. 

The package includes radar and other technology to counter that Iran-supplied exploding drones that Russia has used 

against Ukrainian targets. It comes on top of a delivery of more than 1,000 anti-air missiles that Britain announced 

earlier this month. 

The U.K. has been one of the staunchest Western backers of Ukraine’s resistance to Russia’s invasion. Speaking 

alongside Zelenskyy, Sunak noted that the U.K has given 2.3 billion pounds ($2.7 billion) in military aid and pledged: 

“We will do the same again next year.” 

Lithuanians crowdfund for 2 maritime drones for Ukraine - The Lithuanian public have crowdfunded $250,000 

to purchase a second maritime drone for Ukraine and started the campaign for the third drone. 

Impacts 

Apec achieves breakthrough statement as most members condemn Russian invasion of Ukraine - The 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) issued a joint ministerial statement on Friday with a paragraph that 

condemns the Russian invasion of Ukraine, creating a breakthrough in a year which saw many multilateral forums 

deadlocked over their description of the war. 

“Most members strongly condemned the war in Ukraine and stressed it is causing immense human suffering and 

exacerbating existing fragilities in the global economy – constraining growth, increasing inflation, disrupting supply 

chains, heightening energy and food insecurity, and elevating financial stability risks,” the 21-member bloc said. 
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“There were other views and different assessments of the situation and sanctions. Recognizing that Apec is not the 

forum to resolve security issues, we acknowledge that security issues can have significant consequences for the global 

economy.” 

Why Viktor Orbán won’t help Ukraine - European Union ministers met today in Brussels for the General Affairs 

Council, which will see Hungary scrutinized for its disregard of EU norms and failures to cooperate with the bloc. Most 

pressingly, the Union is angered by Hungary’s decision to block an €18bn aid package to Ukraine in light of the Russian 

invasion. Last week, German Foreign Minister Baerbock warned Hungarian Prime Minister Orbán to not “play poker” in 

an attempt to put pressure on Brussels in a separate rule-of-law dispute. 

Hungary has thus far spent a little under €70m on its humanitarian programme, as well as a further €21.1m in EU funds. 

Yet the Union’s threat to suspend about €7.5 billion in funds to the country may not be the only reason for Orbán’s 

reluctance to send further aid. There are approximately 150,000 ethnic Hungarians living in the Zakarpattia region of 

Ukraine in the Carpathian Mountains. Though many have fled since the Russian invasion, a significant number have 

remained. 

From the Hungarian perspective, its minorities here have been threatened not just by the potential for a Russian 

takeover, but also by the ‘Ukrainization’ drive of Kyiv authorities. At the beginning of October a statue in the city of 

Mukachevo depicting the Turul bird, a Hungarian national symbol, was replaced by the Ukrainian coat of arms in a 

move which angered Budapest officials. In addition, the use of the Hungarian language in schools has been restricted 

and, in December 2020, the SBU (the Ukrainian Secret Service) raided a charity when videos circulated online of 

councilors singing the Hungarian national anthem. 

Ukrainians, however, will note Orbán’s cordial relations with Putin and the bombastic anti-sanctions poster campaign 

run by the Fidesz government, which has seen Hungary covered in depictions of a Brussels ‘sanctions bomb’ said to be 

ruining the country’s economy. Earlier this year Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told the European Council, 

“Everyone knows exactly who in the EU is against humanity and common sense, who does nothing for the peace of 

Ukraine. This must end, and Europe can no longer listen to Budapest’s excuses.” 

Ireland asks members of Russian Embassy in Dublin to leave - The Irish government has asked a number of 

people at the Russian Embassy to leave the country. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon Coveney said he would discuss with colleagues whether to take further action "in the 

coming week or so". 

The news comes days after Moscow announced it was banning 52 Irish officials from entering Russia. 

Mr Coveney said there had been "ongoing consideration in relation to the appropriate level of diplomatic 

representation" of Russia in Dublin, and that this was "not necessarily connected to what we've seen this week, in 

terms of the sanctioning of individual politicians in Ireland". 

Sanctions  

Orban: Hungary loses €10 billion due to EU sanctions against Russia - Hungary has lost €10 billion this year 

due to EU sanctions against Russia, said Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. 

As he said, the botched sanctions of Brussels have resulted in skyrocketing energy prices, creation of a €10 billion 

annual deficit in Hungary’s economy, TASS reported. 

Orban noted that this sum “will be missing from social spending, wages hikes and tax cuts.” 
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Russia ‘borrows $13.6bn in largest ever debt issuance in a single day’ to continue faltering war - In its 

latest intelligence report, the MoD warned that the cash raised is a ‘key mechanism to sustain defence spending.’ 

Russia has borrowed its largest amount of cash ever in a single day to raise funds for the Ukraine war, British defence 

chiefs have said. 

On Wednesday, Russia’s finance ministry borrowed $13.6billion (£11.4billion) as it conducted its biggest ever debt 

issuance in a single day in order to continue Vladimir Putin’s faltering invasion. 

In its latest intelligence report, the MoD warned the money raised is a “key mechanism to sustain defence spending.” 

While the amount raised suggests confidence in the current fiscal climate, the ministry is likely “anticipating an 

increasingly uncertain fiscal environment over the next year,” the MoD said. 

“This is important for Russia as debt issuance is a key mechanism to sustain defence spending, which has increased 

significantly since the invasion of Ukraine. 

“Russia’s declared ‘national defence’ spending for 2023 is planned at approximately RUB 5 trillion (USD $84billion), a 

more than 40 per cent increase on the preliminary 2023 budget announced in 2021.” 

They added: “Debt issuance is expensive during periods of uncertainty. 

“The size of this auction highly likely indicates the Russian Ministry of Finance perceives current conditions as relatively 

favourable but is anticipating an increasingly uncertain fiscal environment over the next year.” 

It comes as Russia claimed to have “successfully” carried out flight tests of its giant Satan-2 hypersonic missile. 


