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Conflict Update 

March 16th, 2022 

 

Widening of Conflict 

• Russian forces conducted several 

limited attacks northwest of Kyiv, 

unsuccessfully attempting to 

bridge the Irpin River. They did not 

conduct offensive operations east 

of Kyiv and continued to prioritize 

improving logistics and reinforcing 

combat units. 

• The continued ability of Ukrainian 

forces to carry out successful local 

counterattacks around Kharkiv 

indicates that Russian forces are 

unlikely to successfully bypass 

Kharkiv from the southeast to 

advance toward Dnipro and 

Zaporizhia in the near term. 

• Russian and proxy forces continue 

to achieve slow but steady 

territorial gains in Donetsk Oblast 

after initial failures in the first 

week of the Russian invasion. 

• Ukrainian forces halted resumed 

Russian attacks from Kherson 

toward Mykolayiv and Kryvyi Rih. 

• Russia will likely deploy small units 

of Syrian fighters to Ukraine within 

the week and is confirmed to have 

deployed private military company 

(PMC) forces. 

• Russian and Belarusian forces 

increased their activity near the 

Ukrainian border in the last 24 

hours in a likely effort to pin down 

Ukrainian forces but likely do not 

have the capability to open a new axis of advance into western Ukraine. 

• Russia and China deny that Russia seeks military aid from China and claimed that Russia does not need 

additional military support to complete its objectives in Ukraine. 

• Russia is deploying reserves from Armenia and South Ossetia and cohering new battalion tactical groups (BTGs) 

from the remnants of units lost early in the invasion. Russia is increasingly pulling forces from its international 
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bases and redeploying damaged units that were rotated out early in the invasion of Ukraine to replace mounting 

casualties.  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces are deploying additional Eastern Military District (EMD) 

reserves to Ukraine as of March 16. The Ukrainian General Staff additionally reported that Russian command 

“refused” to deploy elements of the 5th Combined Arms Army (CAA) to the Kyiv advance “due to heavy losses in 

the south. 

Russian warships shell Ukrainian coast in Odesa Oblast - Two people have been injured, according to Odesa 

authorities. Satellite images showed 14 ships of the Russian fleet sailing towards the city of Odesa on March 15, 

among them a 120-meter landing ship Pyotr Morgunov of Russia’s northern fleet. 

Russia starts holding hostages – Donetsk Governor says Russian troops entered a hospital on the outskirts of 

Mariupol taking staff and patients hostage. “Russians drove 400 people from neighboring houses to the hospital and 

they can’t leave,” he said. 

Russia warns Nordic countries again - Russian official again warns Finland, Sweden against joining NATO. 

NATO warnings to Russia –  

• Britain warned Putin of ‘war with NATO’ if Russia steps a ‘single toecap’ on its territory. 

• Poland warned that introduction of bio-chemical weapons by Russia constitutes a “game-changer”. Polish 

President Andrezej Duda told the BBC in an interview that aired on Sunday that NATO could be dragged into 

the conflict if Russian President Vladimir Putin opted to utilize weapons of mass destruction. 

Belarus - Ukrainian General Staff continued to report that there is a high probability of Russian provocations aimed at 

involving Belarus in the war in Ukraine, though ISW continues to assess Belarus is unlikely to open a new line of 

advance into Ukraine. 

U.S. – President Biden faces growing bipartisan pressure in Congress “to increase military aid to Ukraine, including 

sending fighter jets and air defense systems that the administration rejected last week.” 

 

Containment 

Japan - In a sign of deepening military cooperation between Japan and the United States, amphibious Japanese troops 

and U.S. Marines on Tuesday practiced airborne landing assaults together for the first time. Japan is revising a decade-

old national security strategy this year in the face of China's growing military assertiveness. The upgrade to defense 

policy guidelines is expected to call for the country to take a more active role alongside Washington in regional security. 

U.S. - Dozens of tanks, armored personnel carriers, troop transport vehicles, Bradley fighting vehicles, and much more 

were recently seen in downtown Las Vegas and around the valley. All of them loaded onto rail cars being hauled from 

somewhere to somewhere. 
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Many people posted videos on social media, wondering what was happening. Given the similar scenes coming out of 

western Russia, some found it troubling as it prepared to invade Ukraine. According to a spokesperson with Fort Irwin, 

the Army was doing a routine movement of equipment from Fort Irwin to Fort Hood in Texas. 

NATO – NATO is planning for more troops on eastern flank after Russia’s Ukraine invasion. NATO told its military 

commanders on Wednesday to draw up plans for new ways to deter Russia following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, 

including more troops and missile defences in eastern Europe, officials and diplomats said. 

Ireland - Ukraine war forces Ireland to question its traditional neutrality. The Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister) Micheal 

Martin has repeatedly pointed out that Ireland is not politically or morally neutral when it comes to the Russian 

invasion, which the Irish government has condemned in the strongest terms. 

Australia – United States will deploy THOUSANDS of troops in the Northern Territory after Australia admitted war with 

China Is possible. Thousands of American soldiers trained to use surface-to-air missile systems, High Mobility Artillery 

Rockets and unmanned aircraft are bound for Australia as tensions grow with China. 

About 1000 Marines have already landed in Darwin. They will train with the ADF to ensure they are able to respond to 

crises in the region. 

Meeting(s) - The prime ministers of Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia travelled to Kyiv by train to demonstrate 

Europe's solidarity with Ukraine as it battles to fend off Moscow's assault. 

U.S. President Joe Biden and other NATO leaders will hold a special summit in Brussels on March 24 to discuss the war, 

the alliance's Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said. 

Sanctions - The United States imposed sanctions on Russians it accused of gross human rights violations and slapped 

fresh measures on Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko. 

Russia retaliated by sanctioning U.S. President Joe Biden, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and others. 

China – Amid talks with their U.S. counterparts, China has refused to supply aircraft parts to Russia as war enters day 

21. Moscow is now expected to consider various alternatives for aircraft parts supply and may seek assistance from 

India, Turkey, and other countries, reported news agency ANI, citing Global Defense Corp. 

International Exercise Obangame Express 2022 – Obangame Express (OE22), the largest multinational maritime 

exercise in Western Africa, kicked off its 11th year with 32 participating nations at an opening ceremony in Dakar, 

Senegal, Mar. 11, 2022. 
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Sponsored by U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM), OE22 is designed to improve regional cooperation, maritime domain 

awareness (MDA), information-sharing practices, and tactical interdiction expertise to enhance the collective 

capabilities of participating nations to counter sea-based illicit activity.  Member countries of Obangame are reflected 

in blue below.  

 

"Obangame Express reinforces regional security partnerships and improves our joint capacity to ensure safety and 

security in Africa,” said a spokesperson for the U.S. Embassy in Dakar. “The successful execution of part of this exercise 

in Senegal reflects the strength of our military-to-military ties and our overall bilateral relationship." 

Operational start up was hindered by a bug, still being analyzed and investigated. 

Watch this space as China is seeking to engage in Sao Tome and Principe, source of large deep water oil reserves, 

marked in red circle above. The U.S. considered building a naval base in the island country, from where it has 360⁰ 

strategic view of underwater oil reserves between Angola and Nigeria, but his didn’t materialize. This area falls under 

U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM). 

China is seeking to establish a naval base in the Atlantic. Russia also has relationships with a number of African 

countries. 

Namibia has called on the U.S. FBI to help in its war against cyber-crime. 

The U.S. imports approximately $7 billion of crude oil from African countries. 

Weaponry – substantial amounts of NATO weaponry has been sent to Ukrainian forces enabling them to successfully 

repel and slow Russian forces. A flood of anti-tank missiles sent to Ukraine has potentially changed the course of the 

war, putting pressure on Russia to find enough capable troops for the grueling urban combat that is now more likely. 
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The UK alone says it has sent 3,615 of its short-range Next generation Light Anti-tank Weapon (NLAW) missiles, with 

launchers; Germany said it was sending 1,000 anti-tank weapons from its inventory; Norway 2,000; Sweden 5,000 and 

the US an unpublicized number of Javelin missile systems (it is through to be around 17,000 units). 

Spain - Spain has been cleared to purchase eight MH-60R Seahawk helicopters for an estimated price tag of $950 

million, the US State Department announced today. 

While the announcement may raise eyebrows as the first arms sale to a NATO nation since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 

such arms requests have a long tail that requires months or years of work to get to a public announcement. 

Cyber warfare – Russian State-Sponsored Cyber Actors Access Network Misconfigured with Default MFA Protocols. 

CISA and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) have released a joint Cybersecurity Advisory that details how Russian 

state-sponsored cyber actors accessed a network with misconfigured default multifactor authentication (MFA) 

protocols. The actors then exploited a critical Windows Print Spooler vulnerability to run arbitrary code with system 

privileges. 

Microchip - US threatens to 'shut down' Chinese chipmakers if they violate Russian sanctions. 

Taiwan - mulls longer compulsory military service amid growing military tensions. Democratic Taiwan is considering 

stepping up military recruitment amid fears China could speed up plans move against the country while the rest of the 

world is focusing on events in Ukraine, as a U.S. defense delegation began a two day visit on Tuesday. 

 

Russian Concerns 

Russian reported losses - Russia’s armed forces are suffering 

substantial losses in Ukraine - As of 9 a.m. on March 15, Ukraine’s 

military have also destroyed 1,279 armored personnel carriers, 

640 vehicles, 404 tanks, 150 artillery systems, 60 fuel tanks, 64 

multiple launch rocket systems, 95 helicopters, 81 aircraft, 36 

anti-aircraft warfare systems, 9 unmanned aerial vehicles, and 3 

boats. 

Ukraine’s military repels Russian assault on Kharkiv.  

According to Kharkiv Oblast Governor Oleh Synehubov, Russian 

troops suffered significant losses and retreated from their 

previous position. 

Loss of senior commanders - Major Dmitry Bezborodov, a 

Russian National Guard battalion commander from Saratov 

Oblast, was killed in Ukraine on March 12. This brings to 12 the 

number of senior battle commanders killed thus far against Ukrainian forces. There are reports of the possible death of 

Major General Oleg Mityaev, the commander of the 150th Motor Rifle Division near Mariupol.  

Strength of democracies – Putin appears have overlooked that democratic governments have a strength unavailable 

to autocrats—the support of the people. Something he is keenly aware that he does not have, hence the crackdowns 

on any mention of the word “War” by any Russia. 
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Oil sales – Should the EU and EU-

friendly countries opt out of 

purchasing Russian oil, this will have 

a huge impact on global oil channels 

and sales. As can be seen from the 

map to the left above, almost all of 

the countries sanctioning Russia but 

oil from them. China is the largest oil 

importer of Russian oil, but it 

presently only accounts for 15% of 

Chinese oil imports. 

Should push come to shove, China 

can double it imports, replacing 

virtually most of the loss from other 

countries. What remains to be seen 

though is the logistical ability of 

moving the oil from Russian oil 

depots. 

Of import also is that Russian oil is 

not the highest quality available. 

Russia has contracts with Caucasus 

oil producing countries to transport 

their oil exports along Russian 

pipelines – but them blends in the inferior Russian oil with the higher-grade oils, to improve its quality. 

Irrespective, changes of this magnitude will have large-scale impacts on global oil per se. 

Russia has 4.8% (80,000,000,000) barrels of total global oil reserves. Canada has the 3rd-highest reserves at 181 billion 

barrels. A realignment of oil purchase and supply may see China increase its Russian oil supplies with the U.S, the 

largest annual consumer of oil, increase purchases from Canada and Venezuela, te 2nd highest reserves. 

This invokes separate debates with (i) pipeline controversies between Canada and the U.S., and (ii) political differences 

between Venezuela and the U.S. 

Canada’s oil reserves are believed to be higher than 300 billion barrels, but dependent upon improved technology to 

extract. 

Supplying the EU is a whole different matter as North Sea oil reserves are mostly depleted. Without the development 

and discovery of new North Sea fields, current reserves would sustain domestic production from the UKCS to 2030, 

according to projections from the Oil and Gas Authority (OGA). 

Natural gas as a replacement for oil is underway with huge investments in place. The U.S. has been increasing its Gulf 

Coast port terminal capacity quite steeply and Australian off-shore reserves, expensive in working, are becoming 

rapidly sought after. 

This explains why the world is so oil-driven and why conflicts arise wherever oil is located. 
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Lithuania threatens to stop using Russian oil and gas. Lithuania's president said the country was willing to stop Russian 

oil and gas imports, in the latest sign of how some EU nations plan to step up penalties on Moscow for invading 

Ukraine. 

 

NATO Concerns 

Former White House National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster - "What you're seeing is that Russia is really 

getting desperate — not only with this action to try to interdict the supply routes, but also with trying to lay the 

groundwork for, maybe, the use of chemical weapons, which is concerning," McMaster said Monday on "CBS 

Mornings." 

 

Nuclear Threat 

What tactical nuclear weapons does Russia 

have? - Russia is thought to have about 2,000 

tactical nuclear weapons. These can be placed on 

various types of missiles which are normally used 

to deliver conventional explosives.  

They can also be fired as artillery shells on a 

battlefield. They have been developed for aircraft 

and ships - for instance torpedoes and depth 

charges to target submarines. 

President Putin has made more than one reference 

to Russia's nuclear weapons - apparently to try to 

create a sense of fear. 

US spies see this as a signal to the West to 

persuade it not to intervene more in Ukraine, not 

as a sign he is planning nuclear war. 

But others worry that even though the chances are 

low, it is possible Russia, in certain conditions, 

might be tempted to use a smaller tactical weapon in Ukraine. 

US intelligence say Russia has a theory called "escalate to de-escalate" if it is in a conflict with NATO. 

This involves doing something dramatic - such as using a tactical weapon on the battlefield, or as a demonstration 

somewhere - or threatening to do so. 

The idea is to frighten the other side into backing down. The concern is that if Putin feels cornered and that his strategy 

in Ukraine is failing, he could use tactical nuclear weapons as a "game changer", to break a stalemate or avoid defeat. 

But the situation would likely have to get worse in Ukraine - or back in Russia - for him to consider this. 
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Financial 

Global economy 

Beyond the suffering and humanitarian crisis from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the entire global economy will feel the 

effects of slower growth and faster inflation. 

Impacts will flow through three main channels.  

• Higher prices for commodities like food and energy will push up inflation further, in turn eroding the value of 

incomes and weighing on demand.  

• Neighboring economies in particular will grapple with disrupted trade, supply chains, and remittances as well as 

an historic surge in refugee flows.  

• Reduced business confidence and higher investor uncertainty will weigh on asset prices, tightening financial 

conditions and potentially spurring capital outflows from emerging markets. 

Russia and Ukraine are major commodities producers, and disruptions have caused global prices to soar, especially for 

oil and natural gas. Food costs have jumped, with wheat, for which Ukraine and Russia make up 30 percent of global 

exports, reaching a record. 

Europe - Energy is the main spillover channel for Europe as Russia is a critical source of natural gas imports. 

Wider supply-chain disruptions may also be consequential. These effects will fuel inflation and slow the 

recovery from the pandemic. 

Asia - Beyond Europe, neighboring nations will feel consequences from Russia’s recession and the sanctions. 

Asia-Pacific - The biggest effects on current accounts will be in the petroleum importers of ASEAN economies, 

India, and frontier economies including some Pacific Islands. This could be amplified by declining tourism for 

nations reliant on Russian visits. 

Africa - Major ripple effects from higher food and energy prices and tighter global financial conditions are 

likely. Egypt, for example, imports about 80 percent of its wheat from Russia and Ukraine. Many countries in 

the region are particularly vulnerable to the war’s effects, specifically because of higher energy and food prices, 

reduced tourism, and potential difficulty accessing international capital markets. 

South America – agricultural producers like Brazil will see a threat to exports because of a shortage of fertilizer 

from Russia and Ukraine. 

Oil 

Oil prices tumbled more than 6% to their lowest in almost three weeks on Tuesday as supply disruption fears eased and 

surging COVID-19 cases in China spurred demand concerns. The steep decline on Tuesday came as Russia said that it 

has received written guarantees it can carry out its work as a party to the Iran nuclear deal, suggesting that Moscow 

would allow a revival of the tattered 2015 pact to go forward. 

Western sanctions against Russia have failed to deter China and India from buying Russian crude. 

Can Russia use crypto to evade sanctions? - In theory, crypto can be leveraged for illicit purposes such as evading 

sanctions, but in practice, technological barriers, market structures, and limited liquidity will make it difficult for the 

sanctioned Russian actors to evade sanctions at scale using crypto. While the U.S. Treasury Department is monitoring 

whether crypto is being used to evade sanctions, a National Security Council official reportedly said that crypto is an 

ineffective tool for sanctions evasion. 
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Inflation - Putin's war could drive US inflation above 10% - Mohamed El-Erian believes Russia's invasion of Ukraine 

could drive prices even higher than where they are now, and the US Federal Reserve doesn't have good options left to 

deal with inflation. "We will probably get very close or above 10% before we come down," the economist said Sunday 

on CBS' "Face The Nation, adding that he expects to see double-digit figures hit by summer. 

"And that difference will be all because of the disruption that Putin's war implies for commodity prices, supply chains, 

and shipments."  

The Allianz chief economic adviser again criticized the Federal Reserve for stalling on decisions, saying it has "no good 

policy options available anymore." 

Russian default - Russia may be cut off from the world's lender of last resort as bonds head toward default. Sources of 

emergency funding were key during a previous Russian currency and debt crisis. The government received a $22.5 

billion bailout from the IMF and other lenders in 1998 as it defaulted on sovereign debt. 

Russia must make a $117 million debt payment today on two dollar-denominated bonds. But the finance ministry has 

said its sovereign bond payments depend on Western sanctions, and if it does pay — it'll do so in rubles. 

 

Shipping 

Trapped seafarers – Shipping industry officials called for safe passage for hundreds of seafarers and their ships tuck in 

Ukraine after Russia's invasion, reports Reuters. 

Ukrainian maritime officials told Reuters there are 100 foreign-flagged vessels and hundreds of mariners stranded in 

Ukrainian ports. 

"Multiple ships have been hit by munitions, seafarers have been killed and injured and seafarers of all nationalities are 

trapped on ships berthed in ports," said International Chamber of Shipping secretary general Guy Platten. 

 

Impacts 

Food - Agricultural powerhouse Brazil is nervously 

watching the impact of Russia's war on Ukraine, 

uncertain whether the upside -- an expected boost to 

Brazil's corn exports -- will outweigh the hit to its 

crucial fertilizer imports. 

But the country also depends heavily on imported 

fertilizer and is facing a collapse in stock from top 

supplier Russia, whose exports have been hit hard by 

Western sanctions. 

Food Security Worldwide - Buried in today’s 

headlines, an underreported reality is that global food 

insecurity is already at a 10-year high. The impacts of 
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disruption to agriculture in the Black Sea region could take months, or even years, to play out – CSIS. 

Food prices rocket - Global food prices are poised to keep climbing even after jumping to a record in February, 

placing the heaviest burden on vulnerable populations while adding to headwinds for the global economic recovery. 

Food commodity prices rose 23.1 percent last year, the fastest pace in more than a decade, according to inflation-

adjusted figures from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. February’s reading was the highest since 

1961 for the gauge tracking prices for meat, dairy, cereals, oils, and sugar. 

IMF - Ukraine war may 'fundamentally alter' global economic, political order says the IMF. Russia's invasion of Ukraine 

will affect the entire global economy by slowing growth and jacking up inflation and could fundamentally reshape the 

global economic order in the longer term, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said on Tuesday. 

IMF officials has already said they expect to lower the Fund's previous forecast for 4.4 percent global economic growth 

in 2022. In Tuesday's post, they suggested their regional growth forecasts would also be likely be revised downward. 

 

Transport in Europe affected by conflict - Although reports are unclear, it appears that protestors are attempting 

to stop trucks driving into Belarus from Poland at the crossing point at Koroszczyn. The area is the location of a number 

of intermodal terminals that interface with the largely rail-based Eurasian Landbridge services. Although there are 

reports of queues of vehicles, it seems road freight is still capable of moving between Poland and Belarus, if slowly. The 

protestors are said to be especially targeting Russian registered vehicles and those they believe are carrying cargo to 

Russia. The consignments largely seem to be food. 

Russia withdraws from Council of Europe - Before members states voted Tuesday night on whether to expel Russia 

from the Council of Europe over its invasion of Ukraine, Moscow formally announced its withdrawal from the 

continent's human rights watchdog. 

 


