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Conflict Update # 253 

November 5th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 75,440 (600) soldiers killed, 2,758 (+8) enemy tanks, 5,601 (+21) armored  combat vehicles, 1,776 

(+4) artillery systems, 391 (+0) MLRS systems, 202 (+1) air defense systems, 277 (+0) warplanes, 260 (+2) helicopters, 

1,462 (+12) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 399 (+2) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,184 (+10) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 155 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Russian fronts? – There are reports coming in of Russia massing troops in areas A,B and C in the map below with the 

intent of (A) entering Ukraine from the north to disrupt inbound rail resupply routes from Poland, (B) training grounds 

(for the moment) and (C) entering Ukraine in the northeast to counter the Ukrainian eastern Donbas threat. 

It appears they are trying to divert Ukrainian forces away from Kherson (D) and southwestern Donbas (E) where 

Russian troops are under threat of retreat. Russia is trying to lure Ukrainian forces away from the southern front. 
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Despite this Ukraine still has more soldiers under arms and deployed than do the Russians.  

Russia is currently suffering its largest soldier casualties in the eastern Donbas which summate to hundreds a day being 

lost in action. This doesn’t seem to bother the Kremlin who are intent on pouring ever-more untrained troops into front 

lines to slow down Ukrainian advances. 

We need to be mindful as well of NATO 

forces, seen depicted in the map to the 

right. 

(These (shaded) positions reflect merely 

those presences along Ukrainian/Russian 

borders). 

It is estimated by EuroNews that there are 

more than 50,000 NATO troops on the 

borders around Ukraine.  

Russian Defence Minister Sergey Shoigu 

estimates that there are 2.5 times more 

NATO troops near Russian borders than 

there was in February this year. 

We should be wary of Russian statements 

as they are on the record saying that 

NATO has 10,000 troops in Ukraine of 

which 4,000 are American. Proven Russian 

disinformation. 

In addition to NATO troops locations near 

Ukrainian and Russian borders, there has 

also been a large buildup of anti-missile 

missile batteries, particularly in the Baltic states and Poland. 

There is a growing NATO naval presence in the Baltic Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea, where they recently 

conducted war game exercises. (See article below regarding the USS Rhode Island visiting Gibraltar earlier this week). 

NATO simultaneously maintains a constant flight surveillance and deterrence program all around Russia and Belarus 

with fighter aircraft, monitoring vehicles and strategic bombers in the air on a 24/7/52 basis.  

The Russian military is likely trying to use mobilized personnel to restart the Donetsk offensive but will likely 

still fail to achieve operationally significant gains. C-in-C of the Ukrainian Armed Forces General Zaluzhnyi reported 

yesterday that Russian forces have tripled the intensity of hostilities in certain sections of the front with up to 80 daily 

assaults.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported Russian forces are currently focusing those offensive operations in the 

direction of Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and western Donetsk Oblast. The Ukrainian Eastern Group of troops spokesperson 

Serhiy Cherevatyi stated Russian forces are likely trying to seize Bakhmut and Soledar in Donetsk Oblast so that they 

can declare some type of success by announcing the “liberation” of the Donbas (even though those gains would not 

give Russia control over the entire region).  
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Cherevatyi also noted the presence of mobilized men in the Bakhmut direction, an area that should not in principle see 

many mobilized personnel given the extensive presence in this area of Wagner Group and proxy units that should not 

be receiving large numbers of Russian reservists.  

ISW previously assessed that Russian forces prematurely impaled an insufficient concentration of mobilized personnel 

on offensive pushes near Bakhmut and Vuhledar in Donetsk Oblast on November 3. This apparent intensification of 

Russian assaults in Donetsk Oblast likely indicates that Russian forces are repeating its mistake throughout this section 

of the front. The increased quantity of personnel at frontline positions may allow Russian forces to achieve some gains 

in Donetsk Oblast, but poor training, logistics, and command will continue to prevent Russian forces from making 

operationally significant gains that would materially affect the course or outcome of the war.  

Comment – Wagner Group and Russian soldiers continue to clash in this area, where Russia is suffering its highest 

soldier fatality rate – see comment in article “Russian fronts?” above.  

Russian forces are setting conditions for a controlled withdrawal in northwestern Kherson Oblast, likely 

to avoid a disorderly rout from the right (west) bank of the Dnipro River. Their forces will likely need to engage in a 

fighting withdrawal to prevent Ukrainian forces from chasing them onto the left (eastern) bank.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command corrected social media reports from November 3 regarding the destruction 

of civilian boats and piers along the Dnipro River, advising Russian forces are purposefully destroying civilian vessels 

and are restricting civilian use of watercraft and access to the shore. The corrected story likely corresponds with the 

reports of Russian forces preparing defensive positions on the left bank and the withdrawal of certain elements and 

suggests that Russian forces are eliminating ways for Ukrainian forces to chase them across the river during or after a 

withdrawal. Local Ukrainian sources also shared geolocated footage that reportedly showed the aftermath of recent 

Russian destruction of a pedestrian bridge over the Inhulets River in Snihurivka (about 60km east of Mykolaiv City), 

which may also indicate Russian efforts to slow Ukrainian advances amidst a Russian withdrawal. 

Russia’s costly force generation efforts will continue to weigh on the Russian economy and could ignite 

social tensions if the Kremlin does not fulfill its financial obligations to the participants of the “special military 

operation.”  

Putin signed a decree granting a one-time payment of 195,000 rubles (about $3,150) to mobilized men and individuals 

who had signed a contract after the declaration of partial mobilization on September 21. By committing to pay these 

men and giving the status of servicemen to volunteers, the Kremlin is adding another financial burden to its economy. 

Russian governors are already releasing statements attempting to justify delays in compensating mobilized folk and 

their families, citing budget issues and the need to finance supplies for Russian servicemen. Failures to make payouts to 

these men are already causing social tensions in Chuvash Republic, for example, where 1,800 draftees are demanding 

immediately payment of the promised 400 million rubles (about $6.5 million). 

Iran is likely already exploiting Russian reliance on Iranian-made weapons systems to request Russian 

assistance with its nuclear program. CNN reported yesterday unspecified US intelligence officials believe that 

Iranian officials have asked Russia for help in acquiring additional nuclear materials and nuclear fuel fabrication. 

Nuclear fuel allows Iran to shorten the breakout period in creating a nuclear weapon, depending on the kind of fuel and 

reactor being requested. CNN reported it was unclear whether Russian officials agreed to Iranian requests.  

ISW has previously reported that Iranian plans to send more combat drones and possibly ballistic missile systems to 

Russia will likely strengthen Russia’s growing reliance on Iranian-made weapons systems. 
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Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) representative Yusov yesterday stated that GUR has not 

received information confirming Iranian missile systems arriving in Russia despite intelligence confirming a contract for 

the transfer of those systems. Yusov also stated that another shipment of 200 Iranian-made combat drones to Russia is 

currently underway. Ukrainian Minister of Defense Reznikov also reported Russian forces have almost completely using 

the first set of Iranian 300 combat drones. Reznikov added Russia currently has contracts to receive 1,500 to 2,400 

more drones, assuming Iran can fill the orders.  

Russia’s growing reliance on these systems allows Iran to exert greater influence on Russia, and they have already 

started that exploitation in support of a nuclear program. Requests for Russian assistance with its nuclear program may 

indicate an intensifying Russian/Iranian security partnership in which they are more equal partners. 

Comment – Israel in particular and the world at large will not stand idly by whilst Iran pursues any nuclear capability.  

Israel under Netanyahu will waste no time in eliminating any such threat. Russian cooperation with Iran in this regard 

outweighs any Russian-backed aerial benefit Israel receives in Syrian airspace. 

This is Israel’s biggest fear and one which they will directly confront – immediately rather than delayed. 

Russian is deploying extreme measures against deserting personnel in an attempt to respond to severe 

morale issues. The UK MoD reported yesterday Russian forces in Ukraine have started deploying “barrier troops” and 

“blocking units,” units that threaten to shoot their own retreating personnel to compel offensives.  

The UK MoD added Russian generals want subordinate commanders to shoot deserters, including possibly authorizing 

personnel to shoot to kill deserting servicemen. Desertion in the face of the enemy is a capital offense in many 

militaries, including America’s. Deployment of designated units or individuals behind friendly lines to shoot deserters is 

nevertheless indicative of just how low morale, discipline, and cohesion of Russian military forces in parts of Ukraine 

have become. (Comment – we discussed this earlier in the week). 

Russian sources claimed Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in the direction of 

Kreminna and Svatove. 

Russian forces continued to prepare existing and new defensive lines in Kherson Oblast. 

Russian forces continued to conduct offensive operations around Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and Donetsk 

City. 

Russian forces continued forced evacuation measures in Kherson Oblast. 

Russian and occupation officials continued to set measures for the forced deportation of Ukrainian 

children to the Russian Federation. 

Ukraine Finally Used NASAMS Against Russian Missiles – It is being reported that Ukraine has initiated its first 

attacks against Russian forces with recently-received HASAMS missiles from the US. 

US Confirms Presence Of Its Soldiers In Ukraine - During a press briefing at the Pentagon, a “Senior Defense 

Official” confirmed to reporters that U.S. troops are currently on the ground in Ukraine apparently to oversee the 

shipment of U.S. weapons to the front lines. 

RT is reporting that, “The US Army’s 101st Airborne Division is in Romania along the Ukrainian border and would not 

hesitate to enter Ukraine should a conflict break out between Russia and NATO, CBS News reported.  

There are 500 French troops in Romania alongside US forces. 
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Iran confirms drones to Russia but ‘months’ before Ukraine war - Iran for the first time confirmed it sold 

drones to Russia but said this happened “months” before the start of the war in Ukraine. 

“Their comments on the missiles part are completely wrong, and the drones part is correct. We gave a limited number 

of drones to Russia months and before the war in Ukraine,” Foreign Minister Amirabdollahian said. 

Kherson troop withdrawals by Russia - The Kyiv government and Western military analysts remained cautious, 

suggesting Russia could be setting a trap for advancing Ukrainian troops. 

Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear 

power plant has been disconnected 

from the power grid after shelling 

damaged the remaining high-voltage 

lines, leaving it with just diesel 

generators, Ukraine’s nuclear operator 

Energoatom said. 

The UN nuclear watchdog said it 

found no sign of “undeclared nuclear 

activities” at three sites it inspected in 

Ukraine at Kyiv’s request following 

Russian allegations concerning a so-

called “dirty bomb.“ 

Russia and Ukraine exchanged 214 

captured soldiers in the latest of a 

series of prisoner swaps. Many were 

wounded Ukrainians who survived a 

failed attempt to defend the city of 

Mariupol in April and May. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv 

Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - 

Russian sources claimed Ukrainian  

forces continued counteroffensive 

operations in the direction of Svatove 

and Kreminna. The Russian MoD 

reported its artillery and aviation 

repelled Ukrainian forces attempting to 

attack northwest of Svatove in the 

directions of Berestove, Kharkiv Oblast 

and Kuzemivka, Luhansk Oblast.  

Russian milbloggers reported that their 

forces repelled a Ukrainian assault in the 

direction of Yahidne, Kharkiv Oblast. 

One of the milbloggers reported 

Ukrainian forces entered Yahidne but 
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that Russian forces later pushed them out of the settlement.  

The Russian MoD also claimed that its forces repelled Ukrainian assaults northwest of Kreminna in the direction of 

Ploschanka and Chervonopopivka and a milblogger added Ukrainian reconnaissance and sabotage groups are probing 

Russian defensive lines northeast of Terny. ISW cannot independently verify the Russian claims about Ukrainian 

counteroffensives in the direction of Kreminna and Svatove. 

Russian counterattacks in the Kreminna-Svatove area will likely constrain Ukrainian forces. UGS reported Russian forces 

shelled settlements southwest of Svatove near Novoyehorivka; south of Kreminna near Siversk, Verkhnokamianske,  

Bilohorivka; and Vedmezhe. A milblogger claimed Russian forces also conducted assaults northwest of Kreminna near 

Nevske and Makiivka. Economist Defense Editor Shashank Joshi claimed a Western official on the Luhansk front stated 

a reduction in Russian fighting but that developments in Svatove have the potential to assume operational-level 

significance. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Russian forces continued preparing existing and new defensive lines in  

Kherson Oblast over the past few 

days. Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command (SOC) stated enemy forces 

are leaving some checkpoints, 

redistributing personnel and 

equipment, moving equipment, and 

equipping new defensive positions, 

consistent with an ongoing Russian 

effort to establish fallback positions 

on the left (eastern) bank of the 

Dnipro River.  

Geolocated footage also showed 

Russian forces continuing to install 

pillbox fortifications in Nova 

Kakhovka. SOC added enemy forces 

are also strengthening existing lines, 

indicating they are reinforcing 

defensive positions in northern 

Kherson Oblast, likely to coordinate a 

controlled withdrawal. Milbloggers 

claimed Russian forces still hold 

checkpoints outside Kherson City and 

have units operating along the entire 

frontline, with one milblogger even 

noting that Russian forces have no 

military need to withdraw from the 

city. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources did not 

report significant changes to the 

situation on the northern and 

northwestern Kherson Oblast borders 

as of yesterday. SOC advised Russian 



 

7 
 

forces continue to use aviation to strike Ukrainian positions, and Russian artillery units continued shelling newly 

liberated settlements along the line of contact. Ukrainian forces also published a video of a raised Ukrainian flag over 

Mala Seidemynukha, but the village had likely been liberated prior to the official confirmation. The Russian MoD 

claimed striking Ukrainian positions and ammunition depots but did not report ground assaults from either side. 

Ukrainian forces continue to strike Russian transportation nodes and logistics points as part of their ongoing 

interdiction campaign. Geolocated footage showed Russian forces operating ferry crossings near the barge bridge 

under the Antonivsky Bridge. UGS confirmed an earlier reported strike on an administrative building in Hola Prystan 

that killed 18 Russian servicemen and wounded two Russians. SOC reported Ukrainian forces also struck two 

ammunition depots in Bashtanka and Snihurivka raions in Mykolaiv Oblast. A milblogger also reported the activation of 

Russian air defense systems and smoke in the area of the Kherson City shipyard but did not provide visual evidence. 

Eastern Ukraine - Russian forces 

continued offensive operations around 

Bakhmut yesterday. UGS reported its 

forces  repelled ground assaults 

northeast of Bakhmut near 

Verkhnokamianske and Spirne. Russian 

sources reported that their forces made 

inconsequential advances against 

Ukrainian forces near Bakhmut, and their 

forces continued routine shelling in the 

Bakhmut area. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations in the Avdiivka and Donetsk 

City. UGS reported its forces repelled 

assaults southwest of Avdiivka near 

Marinka and Novomykhailivka.  

Social media video footage yesterday 

shows Ukrainian forces destroying a 

column of Russian vehicles and 

equipment in the vicinity of Opytne. The 

Donetsk People's Republic (DNR) militia 

posted a video purporting to show the 

DNR 3rd Guards Brigade striking a 

Ukrainian manpower and equipment 

concentration in the direction of Horlivka 

(about 63km north of Donetsk City). A 

milblogger claimed the 2nd 

Reconnaissance Company of the DNR 

Sparta Battalion cleared Ukrainian 

positions in the Avdiivka direction near 

the M-4 highway a few days ago, 

claiming the Sparta Battalion, DNR 

Somalia Battalion, and other DNR and 

Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) units 
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successfully repelled Ukrainian attacks in the area. Another milblogger claimed the 11th DNR Regiment is encircling 

Avdiivka and will take the settlement. Russian forces continued routine shelling in the Avdiivka area. (Comment – this is 

where Russian forces are taking their heaviest casualties). 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Donetsk Oblast and UGS reported that its forces repelled 

ground assaults southwest of Donetsk City near Pavlivka and Vodyane. A milblogger reported Russian forces have not 

taken Pavlivka and that fighting there devolved into small positional battles.  

A Russian source advised Russian forces are conducting offensive operations near Prechystivka to push Ukrainian forces 

across the Kashlahach River, also claiming Russian forces conducted a ground assault in the direction of Marinka and 

plans to attack Pervomaiske (20km northwest of Donetsk City) and Vodyane. Russian forces continued routine shelling 

along the line of contact in southwest Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian Mobilization 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is setting conditions to continue covert mobilization, which suggests that 

partial mobilization did not generate sufficient forces for his maximalist goals despite claims to the contrary. He  

yesterday announced Russian forces mobilized 318,000 men of the 300,000 authorized due to the recruitment of 

volunteers during the mobilization period, adding Russia had already committed 49,000 men to combat missions.  

Putin’s claims of a successful and completed mobilization are inconsistent with his November 4 decree that allows 

Russian officials to mobilize citizens with outstanding convictions for some serious crimes.  

He also signed decrees extending the status of servicemen to men serving in volunteer formations and outlining 

mobilization exemptions for citizens undergoing alternative service. Such decrees indicate he is preparing to continue 

covert mobilization by attempting to incentivize volunteer service or setting conditions to mobilize convicts—given that 

he has yet to sign an order terminating mobilization as of November 4. Provisions authorizing the mobilization of 

prisoners may also indicate that Putin is trying to preempt social tensions by setting conditions to mobilize convicts 

instead of civilian Russian men. 

Opposition and online outlets have reported that Russian authorities and businesses are preparing for a second 

mobilization wave by modernizing military recruitment centers and preparing lists of eligible men. Rostov, Kursk, and 

Voronezh Oblast governors have also previously spoken about conducting a second wave of mobilization, and a few 

men reported receiving summonses for 2023. While it is unclear if the Kremlin will double down on covert mobilization 

or initiate another mobilization wave, Putin’s decrees are indicative of the persistent force generation challenges that 

have plagued the Russian military campaign.  
Comment – Given current Russian combat attrition rates, Putin will burn through this 49,000 “mobilized” deployment 

in around 10 weeks, 8 weeks after taking account of the 7,000 already “liquidated,” as the Ukrainians say, since the 

49,000 number was commenced, ignoring transfer and positioning timescales. 

No nation can sustain losses of this magnitude – except Russia where feeding human assets into a killing zone is all part 

of their traditional war plan. 

Is Russia really moving to engage additional fronts via Brest and Minsk in Belarus and Belgorod in western Russia? 

This is not as easy it looks, given Ukrainian long-range artillery capability.  

Any such advance is militarily fragile, beset with danger and imperiled with entrapment. 

Should Russian battle groups advance into Ukraine and allowed to travel in a “manipulated and directed” fashion by 

Ukrainian Command into designated areas, it will leave open an extremely vulnerable (Russian) rear guard. 
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Ukraine will capitalize and obliterate these rear lines, entrapping Russian battalions in Ukraine. We know Russia has not 

learned from its earlier tactical mistakes and they surely are not going to learn at this stage. 

Containment 

US flies supersonic bomber in show 

of force against North Korea - The US 

flew a supersonic bomber over ally South 

Korea as part of an enormous combined 

aerial exercise involving hundreds of 

warplanes in a show of force meant to 

intimidate North Korea over its barrage of 

ballistic missile tests this week. 

At least one B-1B bomber participated on 

the last day of a joint US-South Korea air 

force exercise that wrapped up on 

Saturday, South Korea’s defence ministry 

said. 

South Korea also on Friday scrambled 

about 80 military aircraft after tracking 

about 180 flights by North Korean 

warplanes inside North Korean territory. 

The South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said the 

North Korean warplanes were detected in 

various areas inland and along the 

country’s eastern and western coasts but 

did not come particularly close to the 

Koreas’ border. 

The South Korean military spotted about 180 flight trails from 1-5pm, but it was not immediately clear how many North 

Korean planes were involved and whether some may have flown more than once. 

Russia’s air campaign hampered by poor ISR based strikes and target processing: NATO official - A senior 

NATO official cast a withering judgment on Russia’s air power capabilities, claiming Moscow has vastly inferior ISR-led 

strike capabilities compared to the alliance, and inadequate targeting processes to exploit intelligence data. 

Air Marshal Johnny Stringer of the UK’s RAF, who serves as Deputy Commander of NATO’s Allied Air Command, offered 

the assessment during a speech on the war in Ukraine, hosted by the Royal United Services Institute, a UK defense and 

security think tank. 

Russia’s illegal invasion of its neighbor that began in February has moved to an attritional phase with Moscow 

consistently unable to achieve air dominance and increasing signs that renewed Ukrainian resistance is causing concern 

for Putin. 

A new reliance on Iranian loitering munitions, as well as drafting 300,000 reservists and force untrained civilians to join 

the war, have all been generally seen as examples of desperation and a failing military strategy on Putin’s part. 
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Open source reports and videos consistently document Russian helicopters being shot down at close range and low 

altitude, suggesting Soviet era aircraft — often lacking modern defensive aid suites — are unfit for actual combat 

operations. 

But despite the public’s fascinating with videos of Russian helicopters or missiles being struck down, Stringer focused 

more on the underperformance of Russia’s ISR aircraft, indicating that problems with prosecuting targets is one of the 

most significant aspects of the invasion thus far. 

“The transformation in US and NATO air power over the last five decades has no equivalent in the VKS [Russia’s air 

force], nor do the Russians have anything like the ISR led strike capabilities of NATO Air Forces, nor the targeting 

processes to exploit them,” he said. 

He added that multi-domain integration of NATO assets will “continue to underpin how we fight,” and suggested 

intelligence sharing by alliance members in support of Ukraine had reached an “unprecedented” level. 

‘Within an hour of Putin’s forces crossing the [Ukrainian] border, a planned deployment of multiple combat air patrols 

were sent to protect and assure NATO’s Eastern Flank,” said Stringer. 

Since then, he confirmed that the air patrols have been “tailored” in order to maintain NATO’s deterrence posture. 

Moving to other “lessons” that should be taken under consideration by the alliance and European air forces, he spoke 

of a need to defend against a wider “span” of threats from those seen in previous conflicts, ranging from “$500 

weaponized drones” to hypersonic glide vehicles. 

“Within this [spectrum of threats] sits a raft of highly capable fighter aircraft, surface to air missile systems and surface 

based radars and electronic warfare capability,” explained Stringer. “Throughout two decades of counterinsurgency 

wars, air and space were seen as uncontested and secure free goods. That was a temporary if welcomed state of 

affairs, but it is no longer the case.” 

He also spoke of the exceptionally fast pace 

with which weapons have been transferred, 

placed in the hands of trained Ukrainian 

forces and used to strike Russian targets. 

On that front, Stringer specifically 

referenced the “eight week” time frame that 

saw US AGM-88 High Speed Radiation 

Missiles successfully integrated on Ukrainian 

Air Force MiG-29 and Su-27 fighter jets. 

Stringer also said that a “focused 

innovation” approach was largely 

responsible for Kyiv’s successes against 

Russia, including the use of Elon Musk’s 

Starlink satellite service and integration of 

“small, medium and big tech” to create C2 

and ISR capabilities by app. 

Comment – Should Ukraine succeed in 

obtaining the Israeli Iron Dome air defense 

system (see alongside), this will exponentially expand and improve its nation-wide integrated performance platform. 
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Russia should worry: The navy keeps showing off nuclear missile submarines - It’s curious a certain 

American submarine made an announced public appearance earlier this week. The USS Rhode Island, seen below, an 

Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine, made a rare port of call in Gibraltar of all places.  

No American sub has entered the port since 2021, and before that it had been 20 years since a US       Navy 

submarine visited Gibraltar. This is a British territory so it’s not like it showed up near Russia, China, 

North Korea, or Iran, but this is a significant event, nonetheless. Rhode Island made another stop at a Royal 

Navy base in Scotland this summer. 

It appears the US was sending a message to the Royal Navy that the alliance is ironclad, and that Americans trust the 

British with a port of call. Navy Captain John Craddock, head of the Sixth Fleet’s Task Force 69, called the visit an 

example of “enhancing our combined capabilities and partnership.” The Navy did not try to hide its port of call in 

Gibraltar, so it was likely planned in advance and approved by higher ups in the navy food chain. 

This public appearance was rare, but it also came on the heels of another mysterious occurrence two weeks prior – US 

Central Command also announced that the USS West Virginia, another Ohio-class boat, was sailing in the Arabian Sea.  

In late 2020 and early 2021, the Ohio-class USS Georgia was revealed to be making passage through the Strait of 

Hormuz. This makes you wonder if the US was sending a message to Iran that it means business in the Middle East. 

Georgia also went to Cyprus and USS Nevada showed up in Guam in early 2022. 

This is highly unusual as the US normally and strategically keeps whereabouts of its nuclear-ballistic subs top secret. 

This could be a reminder to Russia that ballistic missile subs are out there and ready to answer the call should a nuclear 

exchange be necessary, especially when Putin and other Kremlin officers saber rattle about nuclear weapons. Guam is 

another strategic locale and surely made China take notice. 

The Group of Seven announced the establishment of a “coordination mechanism” to help Ukraine 

“repair, restore and defend its critical energy and water infrastructure.” It did not set a timeline for implementation but 

said it was important to act immediately, given the onset of winter. 

The Pentagon announced a newly designated group to handle security assistance for Ukraine out of 

Europe, a move that officials say will better streamline the program over the long term. The Security Assistance 
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Group: Ukraine — or SAG-U, as the Pentagon has called it — will be based in Wiesbaden, Germany, and is effectively a 

continuation of work that the military has been doing to get military and other supplies to Ukraine’s fighters. 

Ukraine in critical need of long-range weapons to counter Iranian missiles - The war in Ukrainian skies is 

now as intense as the battles on the ground. It’s been weeks since Russia switched to an airstrike campaign against 

Ukraine’s critical energy infrastructure. 

Cities plunged into darkness, but the Ukrainian Air Force says it is steadily adapting to the threat, intercepting most of 

the incoming Russian cruise missiles and kamikaze drones.  

The battle for Ukrainian skies is only beginning.  

Russia has likely spent most of its missile stockpile. But with Iranian support, it will be able to carry out attacks on the 

Ukrainian population for the foreseeable future.  

Ukraine’s air defense, at high cost, gives an effective counter to Russian-operated Iranian Shahed-136 drones. 

But it will find it extremely hard to counter Iranian-made ballistic missiles Fateh-110 and Zolfaghar, which are expected 

to be shipped to Russia. 

The Ukrainian military is facing a severe need for Western high-precision, long-range weaponry and the ability to target 

launch sites in Belarus and Russia before missiles are fired at Ukrainian cities. 

Swarms in the night  

Over the last few weeks, the Ukrainian military has been reporting varying efficacy in combating Shahed-136 kamikaze 

drones. On Nov. 2, Ukraine allegedly downed 12 out of 13 kamikaze drones attacking targets in the eastern and central 

parts of the country. 

Between Oct. 27 and Nov. 4, Russia launched nearly 30 Shahed-136s, 40% of which were downed, according to Brigade 

General Oleksii Hromov of Ukraine’s General Staff. 

Amid relentless attacks, the Ukrainian military, over the last few weeks, has managed to develop new algorithms for 

combating the Shaheds, according to Colonel Yurii Ihnat, a spokesman for the Ukrainian Air Force.  

The air defense is adapting, with between 60% and 70% of the Iranian drones being shot down. In some cases, the 

efficacy goes up to 90%, according to Ihnat. 

Among the most important Shakhed launch sites is the Luninets base in Belarus’ Brest Oblast, just some 320 kilometers 

northwest of Kyiv, according to Ukraine’s military.  

By early November, after nearly a month of intense use against Ukraine, Russia spent the whole batch of 300 drones 

supplied by Iran, according to Ukraine’s Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov. 

“I keep telling this to everyone in world media — let nations that operate NASAMS — such as Spain, Australia, and the 

U.S. — donate just one battery each. Many countries have it, and there are many AIM-120 AMRAAM missiles around,” 

Ihnat said. 

“We’d be able to substantially amplify our defense.” 

US, Allies vow to protect Ukraine’s infrastructure from Russian attacks - U.S., Allies Vow to Protect Ukraine’s 

Infrastructure From Russian Attacks - The Group of 7 nations announced Friday that they would work together to 

rebuild critical infrastructure in Ukraine that has been destroyed by Russia’s military and to defend such sites from 

further attacks. 
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Top diplomats from the countries have discussed sending more defensive military equipment to Ukraine to help it ward 

off missile and drone attacks by Russia that are crippling the country’s infrastructure, a senior U.S. State Department 

official said on Friday. 

Humanitarian 

US accuses Russia of trying to ‘freeze’ Ukraine into submission - US Secretary of State Blinken says if Russian 

President Vladimir Putin is unable to take Ukraine by force he will try to ‘freeze it into submission.’  

EU countries have sent 500 power generators to Ukraine to help ensure access to electricity and heating, the 

European Union said. The EU also is shoring up its own resources amid an energy supply crunch tied to the war. 

NATO 

Turkey said “steps to be taken” by Finland and Sweden would determine how quickly their entry to NATO 

would be formally approved, according to a statement published Friday after a meeting between Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was the major factor 

leading the two countries to seek membership in the security alliance. Turkey, along with Hungary, has not yet ratified 

the two Nordic countries’ entry into NATO — a process that requires unanimous approval from the bloc’s members.  

Geopolitics 

Turkey says Greek troops on Aegean Islands present threat  - Beating the same drum again, Turkish Foreign 

Minister Cavusoglu demanded Greece remove troops from Aegean islands near Turkey’s coast, which would leave 

them open to the invasion Turkey has threatened. 

He said militarization of at least of 16 of 23 islands has put Turkey’s security at risk and insisted Greece take them off in 

accordance with the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne that Turkey doesn’t recognize. 

During an event organized by the Political, Economic and Social Research Foundation (SETA) in Ankara, he said they 

“should have been demilitarized according to agreements, (but) are armed by Greece,” reported Anadolu agency. 

That came after Turkey has said that if would be a cause for war if Greece doubles its maritime boundaries to 12 miles, 

further cutting off Turkey from the Aegean and East Mediterranean. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, stepping up provocations ahead of mid-2023 elections in an apparent attempt 

to rally his nationalist base and put Turks in an anti-Greek frenzy. 

Sanctions 

Satellite imagery showed a train crossing from North Korea into Russia for the first time in several years, 

D.C.-based think tank North 38 said in a report published Friday. The purpose of the crossing and the contents it was 

carrying is unclear, the North Korea researcher reported, adding that it comes amid reports of arms sales from North 

Korea to Russia and over the general expectation that trade between both countries could resume. The North Korean 

government has been supplying Russia with ordnance, the White House reported this week.  


