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Conflict Update # 198 

September 30th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 59,080 (+500) soldiers killed, 2,338 (+13) enemy tanks, 4,932 (+23) armored  combat vehicles, 1,391 

(+6) artillery systems, 333 (+2) MLRS systems, 176 (+1) air defense systems, 264 (+2) warplanes, 225 (+1) helicopters, 

1,003 (+8) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 246 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,768 (+17) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Lyman in Eastern Ukraine - Russian troops in Ukraine are "on the verge of encirclement in Lyman, their main 

garrison in the north of Donetsk province," Reuters reports from southern Ukraine. "Defeat there could open the way 

for Ukraine to recapture swathes of the territory that Putin has now declared to be part of Russia."  

This was included in our comment in yesterday’s Update. 

Ukrainian troops have likely nearly completed the encirclement of the Russian grouping in Lyman and cut critical 

ground lines of communication (GLOCS) that support Russian troops in the Drobysheve-Lyman area. 

Ukrainian military officials maintained operational silence regarding Ukrainian ground maneuvers in Kherson 

Oblast but stated that Russian forces are deploying newly-mobilized troops to reinforce the Kherson Oblast frontline. 

Ukrainian troops continued to target Russian logistics, transportation, and military assets in Kherson Oblast. 

Russian troops continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian forces have likely increased the use of Iranian-made Shahed-136 drones in southern Ukraine. They have 

been targeting Odessa primarily with these UAVs. 

 

An independent Russian polling organization, the Levada Center, found that almost half of polled Russians are 

anxious about mobilization, but that support for Russian military actions declined only slightly to 44%. 

Ukrainian officials reiterated their concerns that the Kremlin will mobilize Ukrainian citizens in occupied oblasts 

following Russian President Vladimir Putin’s annexation announcement. 

Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) - Eastern 

Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - ISW's maps do not depict the reported encirclement of 

Lyman because the first Russian reports of the Ukrainian encirclement of Lyman broke after the 3:00 pm EST daily map 

cutoff. The ISW maps of September 30 will include all verified and updated information about the reported 

encirclement of Lyman. 

Russian sources indicated that Ukrainian troops have yesterday likely completed the envelopment of the Russian 

grouping in the Lyman area. A prominent Russian military correspondent reported that Ukrainian forces broke through 
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Russian defenses around Stavky, 10km north of Lyman, and cut the Torske-Drobysheve road that is the last supply and 

egress route for Russian elements holding the line west of Lyman. The correspondent called the situation “extremely 

difficult” for elements of the BARS-13 detachment and the 752nd Motorized Rifle Regiment of the 20th Combined Arms 

Army, which are reportedly defending around Drobysheve and into Lyman.  

Another Russian milblogger stated that Ukrainian troops are attacking Lyman from three directions and have cut 

Russian access to the critical Svatove-Lyman road, which is the major ground line of communication (GLOC) sustaining 

the Russian grouping within Lyman itself. Several milbloggers stated that the fall of Lyman to Ukrainian troops is 

imminent without the immediate 

reinforcement of Russian forces. The 

Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported 

earlier in the day that seven tanks 

crewed by newly mobilized and low-

skilled personnel deployed to the Lyman 

area without proper fire training for 

tank weapons and got into a road 

accident. It is highly unlikely that any 

deployment of additional, newly 

mobilized, forces to Lyman will afford 

the existing Russian grouping significant 

defensive capabilities and prevent 

Ukrainian troops from collapsing the 

Lyman pocket. 

Russian sources also continued to 

discuss Ukrainian counteroffensive 

operations along the Oskil River in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast yesterday. 

A Russian milblogger claimed that 

Ukrainian troops attempted to break 

through Russian defenses near the 

Kharkiv-Luhansk border in an 

unspecified location.  

Deputy Chief of the Ukrainian General 

Staff’s Main Operational Department, 

Oleksiy Hromov, stated that the Russian 

4th Tank Division of the 1st Guards Tank 

Army suffered considerable losses over 

the past few weeks while operating in 

Kupyansk, which lies near the Oskil 

River by the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast 

border.  

As ISW previously reported, the 4th 

Tank Division lost nearly an entire 

regiment worth of advanced T-80 tanks 

during earlier stages of the Ukrainian 
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counteroffensive in Kharkiv Oblast, which suggests that whatever remnants of the 4th Tank Division that are currently 

operating around near Kupyansk are severely understrength. 

Comment - Our Update today includes an adapted version of the ISW map above to illustrate the developing situation. 

The black arrows depict Ukrainian advances, and the yellow arrow illustrates the main Russian supply line to the 

eastern Ukrainian oblasts. 

Just to the southwest of Lyman the Russians have dug in and occupy a strongly-manned position. Ukrainian Command 

thus opted to limit their damages and potential manpower losses by encircling the Russian defensive lines from the 

east, west and north. 

It appears that they have successfully severed the main replenishment line from Severodonetsk, isolating the 3,000 

Russian troops in Lyman. 

As mentioned yesterday, the main Russian supply artery running north to south through Svatove is a crucial target, 

capture of which cuts off Russian 

battalions further south from supplies 

and support. 

Winter is approaching when it is virtually 

impossible to plough new tracks around 

existing surfaced roads, so the race is on 

to reach and take this target.  

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) 
- Ukrainian military officials maintained 

operational silence regarding Ukrainian 

ground maneuvers in Kherson Oblast but 

emphasized Russian forces are deploying 

new troops to the area, likely to reinforce 

their defensive lines against the ongoing 

Ukrainian counteroffensive.  

UGS reported that Russia deployed 2,000 

mobilized men from Crimea to Kherson 

Oblast three days ago, many of whom 

are newly-mobilized members of the 

historically marginalized Crimean Tatar 

community and likely undertrained and 

unmotivated to fight on the side of 

Russian troops.  

Ukrainian military officials reiterated that 

Ukrainian troops are continuing an 

interdiction campaign against Russian 

military, logistics, and transportation 

assets, as well as concentration areas, in 

Kherson Oblast. 
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Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that Ukrainian strikes yesterday impacted three main areas in Kherson Oblast: 

around Kherson City, east of Kherson City in the Nova Kakhovka-Beryslav area, and south of the Dnipro River.  

Several sources reported that Ukrainian troops struck Oleshky (8km southeast of Kherson City), Antonivka (5km east of 

Kherson City), and Mala Kardashynka (10km southwest of Kherson City).  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command and Russian milbloggers additionally stated that Ukrainian troops struck 

Russian positions and concentration areas in Nova Kakhkovka and Beryslav, 60km and 65km east of Kherson City, 

respectively. Footage posted to local Kherson Oblast Telegram channels additionally shows the aftermath of a reported 

Ukrainian strike on a gas pipeline in Brylivka, 45km southeast of Kherson City. 

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources identified any specific areas where Ukrainian troops conducted ground 

maneuvers yesterday. UGS reported that Russian troops once again attempted to advance towards Bezimenne 

(western Kherson Oblast near the Inhulets River).  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command noted that Ukrainian troops “suppressed” Russian strongholds in 

Khreschenivka (northeastern Kherson Oblast) with “active actions.” This language is vague and could either mean that 

Ukrainian troops conducted ground attacks in this area or inflicted fire damage on Russian positions. UGS also stated 

that Russian troops struck Ternovi Pody (25km northwest of Kherson City), indicating that Ukrainian troops control this 

settlement. 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort—

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued 

unsuccessful ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast 

yesterday. UGS reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled ground assaults northeast of Bakhmut 

near Bakhmutske and south of Bakhmut near 

Zaitseve (about 8km southeast of Bakhmut), 

Mykolaivka Druha (about 13km south of 

Bakhmut), Odradivka (about 9km south of 

Bakhmut), Zalizne (about 26km southwest of 

Bakhmut), and Mayorsk (20km south of 

Bakhmut).  

A Russian military correspondent claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are retreating further into 

Bakhmut itself, although ISW cannot 

independently confirm this claim. UGS also 

reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 

ground attacks southwest of Avdiivka and 

Donetsk City in Pervomaiske, Pobieda, 

Novomykhalivka, and Pavlivka. Ukrainian 

sources reported on September 29 that Russian 

forces continued routine artillery, air, and 

missile strikes throughout the line of contact in 

Donetsk Oblast. 

The area around Bakhmut is proving more 

difficult for Ukrainian advances. 



 

5 
 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Russian forces have increased their use of Iranian-made drones to attack 

Ukrainian positions and cities in southern Ukraine. Deputy Chief of the Ukrainian General Staff’s Main Operational 

Department, Oleksiy Hromov, stated that Russian forces used two Iranian-made drones in attacks in southern Ukraine 

last week, whereas thus far Russian forces have used 29 drones between September 25 and September 29.  

Ukrainian Strategic Command reported that Ukrainian air defenses struggle to detect the Shahed-136 drones because 

they can operate at low altitudes. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces operate the drones from Crimea and 

primarily use them in operations targeting critical and military infrastructure throughout Southern Ukraine. Ukrainian 

sources also claimed to have shot down 22 Shahed-136 drones since September 10. 

Russian forces continued routine artillery, air, and missile strikes west of Hulyaipole and in Mykolaiv and 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts on September 29. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces struck Mykolaiv City and 

Nikopol and Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. Ukrainian and Russian sources reported that Russian forces continued 

heavy shelling and rocket strikes in the vicinity of Bereznehuvate.  

Ukrainian sources claimed that Ukrainian air defense systems shot down four Russian Kh-59 cruise missiles over 

Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhia Oblasts on September 29. UGS also claimed that Ukrainian forces struck and destroyed 

three Russian S-300 systems in Tokmak, Zaporizhia Oblast. 

Civilian casualties – Today 30 people, including a number of children, were killed and 88 wounded after a Russian 

missile hit a convoy of civilian vehicles in Zaporizhzhia attempting to deliver humanitarian aid. 

Ukraine will respond if there is an offensive from Belarus - If there is a new offensive against Ukraine from the 

territory of Belarus, the occupiers will receive a response that they did not expect, Oleksiy Danilov, the Secretary of the 

National Security and Defence Council of Ukraine, said. 

"We understand that daily, Putin is putting pressure on Lukashenko to launch armed aggression from Belarus. We know 

everything. Even the recent meeting in Sochi was on this topic. 

I don't think Lukashenko will make such a decision. But if Belarussian troops invade the country, as happened on 24 

February, they will receive a response that they did not expect." 

Danilov also believes that Putin will not dare to use strategic nuclear weapons. 

According to him, even if the Russian dictator uses tactical nuclear weapons, this will be the end of Russia – the 

isolation of the Russian Federation from the civilized world will immediately begin. 

Danilov is sure that in this case, no one will want to deal with Russia, "including the Chinese." 

Russian military showing increased frailty in Ukraine war -British military chief - Russia's mobilization has 

exposed the mounting pressure the Kremlin is under as its armed forces show signs of "increased weakness and frailty" 

in the war in Ukraine, Britain's Chief of Defense Staff Admiral Sir Tony Radakin said on Friday. 

"There are pressure points. There is some brittleness to the Russian armed forces," Radakin told a small group of 

reporters in Washington. 

But Radakin cautioned that the conflict was slow-moving, with Ukraine poised to take further, incremental advantage 

of Russian "pressure points." He did not predict any sudden Russian battlefield collapse. 

"The underlying feature (of the conflict) is of a grinding nature, with temporary advantages that are seized and built on. 

You're not seeing a huge shift in balance between the two," he said. 
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Minsk prepares railroads for potential incoming Russian troops, military equipment - Belarusian dictator 

Alexander Lukashenko met with his Russian counterpart Putin in Sochi on Sept. 25, where Lukashenko told Putin 

there's no point in going after those that flee Russia's mobilization decree. "Let 

them run," the dictator said. 

Meanwhile, Belarus refrains from directly following Russia's footsteps, 

yet still announcing "mobilization" drills at one of its air bases. 

Minsk is reportedly also preparing its railroads to receive new 

Russian military equipment. The independent union of 

Belarusian railroad workers leaked information 

about ongoing preparations to 

accommodate additional Russian trains, 

most likely carrying troops and weapons, 

marked in red boxes in the map to the right. 

Across the aisle, exiled Belarusian 

opposition leader Sviatlana 

Tsikhanouskaya condemns Russia's sham 

"referendums" in Ukraine's occupied 

territories as Lukashenko's regime remains 

silent. 

Russia’s war in Ukraine is getting longer and scarier - Russia’s military performance in Ukraine has become a 

global embarrassment. Putin’s new plan to ship thousands of barely-trained Russian civilians to the front lines is a sign 

that his army is taking a beating. 

Western military analysts are astonished at the incompetence of a military they once considered fearsome. The 

decision could even bring down Putin himself. 

Yet Russia remains far from beaten. Putin’s recent moves are likely to prolong the war and intensify the turmoil it is 

causing, in Ukraine and beyond. Energy markets will remain turbulent for months or years. 

Ukraine’s need for western aid could easily stretch to 2024 and add up to hundreds of billions of dollars. Voters in 

Europe and the United States may find their patience tested by an open-ended tab for a war with no end in sight, 

precisely the backlash Putin hopes to generate. 

The risk of a Russian nuclear strike could grow if Putin becomes truly desperate. 

Russian-installed official killed in pinpoint HIMARS strike by Ukraine – A Russian-installed official in Ukraine's 

southern Kherson region was killed in a pinpoint strike by Ukraine using the U.S.-supplied HIMARS, local officials said. 

Alexei Katerinichev, who served as the first deputy head for security of the Kremlin-appointed administration of the 

Kherson region, was killed on Friday, Kirill Stremousov, the deputy head of the Moscow-controlled region, said. 

"[Alexei] Katerinichev died as a result of a pinpoint strike from HIMARS. Two rockets hit the house in which he was," 

Stremousov was cited by Russia's state-run news agency Tass as saying. 

Russian-Installed official's car blown up in Ukraine attack – A Russian-installed official's car was blown up in an 

attack in Melitopol, southeastern Ukraine, the city's mayor Ivan Fedorov reported. 
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More Russian-appointed officials are killed by Ukrainian operatives - Fedorov, the mayor of the midsized 

Ukrainian city, said he received information from Ukrainian resistance forces that the car of "local top collaborator" 

Elena Shapurova was set on fire. 

Elsewhere and on the other side of the country, Sergei Gorenko, the prosecutor-general of the Russian-backed self-

proclaimed Luhansk People's Republic (LPR) in eastern Ukraine, and Ekaterina Steglenko, his deputy, were killed by a 

bomb blast at their offices, Russia's state-run news agency Interfax said, citing emergency services. The cause of the 

explosion wasn't clear. 

In occupied Berdyansk inside the Zaporizhzhia region, Oleg Boyko, a Russian-appointed "deputy mayor for housing and 

communal services," and his wife Lyudmila, who headed the local territorial election commission for a referendum on 

joining Russia, were also killed, Interfax reported. 

Peace Talks 

Putin today -  Putin today announced annexation of the four southeastern Ukrainian oblasts.  

During his speech he announced that it is time to enter negotiations with Ukraine – but with the absolute condition 

that the four oblasts are not up for negotiation – that they are now permanently a part of Russia. 

This will not be accepted by any country, let alone Ukraine, who continue their counteroffensive, irrespective of any 

Russian demands and illegal geopolitical steps. 

In the meantime, Ukraine continues to recover land in the northeast and southeast. As pictured above, they are 

encircling one of Russia’s prize battalions in Lyman and in Kherson they are close to encircling another 25,000 to 30,000 

Russian soldiers, leaderless after their command ranks were evacuated in fear of being captured as well. 

Annexation in four oblasts 

Forced move by Russia – With the daily and incremental recovery of Ukrainian land by Ukrainian forces in their 

counteroffensive, Putin was alarmed and panic-stricken at the inability of his forces to restrain or defeat Ukrainian 

divisions. 

He realized that he couldn’t wait any longer as the land he currently holds will shrink – by the day. So he proceeded 

with the hastily-arranged referndums across the four oblasts. 

Even though he doesn’t control all of the oblasts seized, ne needed to take control of the internal message. 

The next step for Putin is a formal annexation process, today he merely announced the annexation and that he had 

signed off on it. 

Putin announcement - Putin today said he's annexing 15% of Ukraine, and he claimed the illegal act must be done—

among several seemingly odd justifications—as part of a wider fight against "neocolonialism" and "outright Satanism." 

He cited "the slave trade, the genocide of Indian tribes in America, the plunder of India, of Africa, the wars of England 

and France against China" as reasons why it's OK in his mind to take large swaths of land from his democratic neighbor.  

Referring to four partially-occupied regions of Ukraine, Putin declared Friday that "People living in Luhansk and 

Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia are becoming our citizens forever…This is the great liberation mission of our 

people," he said in a nationally televised address. And from his purported logic, "It is based on historical unity, in the 

name of which the generations of our ancestors won, those who from the origins of ancient Russia for centuries 

created and defended Russia." 
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"The last leaders of the Soviet Union, 

contrary to the direct expression of 

the will of the majority of people in 

the referendum of 1991, destroyed 

our great country," said Putin. This 

annexation, he implied, will restore 

some of Moscow's allegedly lost luster 

because it is following "the will of 

millions of people," but he said he is 

not trying to restore the Soviet Union, 

because "Russia today does not need 

it anymore." 

According to Putin, "the Western 

elites" present the biggest challenge 

right now to nations around the world—because of their "radical denial of moral norms, religion, and family." Tossing 

in a bit of transphobia, Putin said, "Do we really want ... it drilled into children in our schools ... that there are 

supposedly genders besides women and men, and [children to be] offered the chance to undergo sex change 

operations?" He insisted, "This is a complete denial of humanity, the overthrow of faith and traditional values. Indeed, 

the suppression of freedom itself has taken on the features of a religion: outright Satanism." (Comment – pretty 

obviously aimed at political division in western countries where the debate is contemporary and divisive, hoping to gain 

strategic alignment with various factions).  

Putin even referenced the United Nations 

charter in his remarks, a charter he violated 

with the Russian military's overt invasion of 

Ukraine in February, as well as its covert 

invasion of eastern Ukraine in 2014.  

He also blamed "the Anglo-Saxons" for 

damaging the Nord Stream pipeline this 

week, saying, "It is clear to everyone who 

benefits from this."  

Pictured right is the “New Team” with Putin 

and the leaders of the four annexed 

territories in Moscow earlier today. 

Comment – If then, it is not part of a 

“Soviet Union,” but part of Russia, it 

evidences the folly of Putin’s claim, statement and annexation. Ukraine was a part of the Soviet Union from 1922 to 

1991, a period of 69 years, during which it was fairly anonymous, and its citizens referred to in general as Russians. 

Prior to 1917, Ukraine had been part of Russia where it had been for two centuries-odd, but in the confused state of 

communist revolution of 1917–1918, two Ukrainian states were proclaimed; a communist state in Kharkiv and a 

nationalist state in Kiev.  

The result was a civil war, with neighboring countries involved, ending in 1921 with parts of western Ukraine falling to 

Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, while the Communists took control of most of the country, which the following 

year became part of the new Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) - the Soviet Union. It was not part of Russia. 
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So for Putin to claim the land as part of Russia, which it has never been, is completely devoid of fact. 

Ukrainian reaction - Ukraine will apply for 

"accelerated accession to NATO," President 

Zelenskyy announced Friday after Putin's 

remarks. "We know it's possible," he said. 

"We have seen Finland and Sweden start 

accession to the alliance this year without a 

membership action plan. This is fair. This is 

also fair for Ukraine." (Comment – The 

western world is not quite ready for this as 

yet, something that can change quite 

fundamentally should Putin use a nuclear 

device). 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal 

confirmed on Friday that he, President Zelenskiy and the speaker of parliament had signed a formal fast-track 

membership application for the NATO military alliance. 

Ukraine said earlier today that Kyiv would continue liberating its territory occupied by Russia and that "nothing 

changes" after Putin's announcement. 

US reaction - "The United States condemns Russia's fraudulent attempt today to annex sovereign Ukrainian territory," 

President Biden said in a statement today. "I urge all members of the international community to reject Russia's illegal 

attempts at annexation and to stand with the people of Ukraine for as long as it takes," Biden said, and added, "I look 

forward to signing legislation from Congress that will provide an additional $12 billion to support Ukraine." 

The U.S. Treasury Department just sanctioned several Russian military and tech-related entities, including "14 persons 

in Russia's military-industrial complex, including two international suppliers, three key leaders of Russia's financial 

infrastructure, immediate family members of some of senior Russian officials, and 278 members of Russia's legislature." 

U.S. Secretary of State Blinken said the United States will act at the U.N. Security Council today to hold Russia 

accountable for Moscow's referendums and proclaimed annexation of parts of Ukraine.  

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield said on Tuesday the United States would jointly introduce a 

resolution with Albania that will call on member states not to recognize any altered status of Ukraine and obligate 

Russia to withdraw its troops. 

UK reaction - "The UK will never recognize Russia's illegal annexations in Ukraine," Britain's military chief, Ben Wallace, 

said in a tweet shortly after he visited his Ukrainian counterpart this week in Kyiv. "Russia doesn't even control some of 

these oblasts," Wallace tweeted Friday, and added, "The truth is Russia is losing in Ukraine and their incompetent 

Generals are sending thousands to their deaths to please President Putin's imperialist fantasy." 

NATO reaction - Russia's latest actions 'most serious escalation' since war began. "Putin has mobilized hundreds of 

thousands of more troops, engaged in irresponsible nuclear sabre-rattling and now illegally annexed more Ukrainian 

territory. Together, this represents the most serious escalation since the start of the war," NATO Secretary-General 

Stoltenberg told a news conference. 

Italian reaction - Giorgia Meloni -- whose right-wing bloc won recent elections and is likely Italy’s next prime minister -- 

said the move “had no juridical or political validity.” Meloni has vowed to maintain Prime Minister Mario Draghi’s policy 

of support for Ukraine, despite the past pro-Russia stances of some of her coalition allies, such as Matteo Salvini. 
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EU reaction - The European Union’s 27 member states say they “firmly reject and unequivocally condemn the illegal 

annexation” of Ukraine’s territory. 

In a joint statement issued Friday shortly after Russian President Vladimir Putin started the process of annexing four 

occupied Ukrainian regions, EU leaders said Moscow is undermining the “rules-based international order” and has 

violated Ukraine’s fundamental right to independence. 

They added that they will never recognize the illegal referendums that Russia organized “as a pretext for this further 

violation of Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

Comment – What did Russia do in the leadup to annexation? 

The four oblasts previously had approximately 9,5 million Ukrainians in population. The vast majority of these are 

Russian-speaking but not entirely Russia-leaning. 

When occupying these oblasts, Russian officials worked with Russian-supporting local leaders and identified those 

Ukrainians that do not support Russia and deported them to the furthest regions in Russia such as Siberia and 

Magadan. 

This way they depleted the pro-Russian faction by around 1,5 million deportees – 16% of the erstwhile population. This 

is aside from the thousands killed in Mariupol and other cities besieged by Russian armor. 

In the referendums held, Russian soldiers circulated in support of a pro-Russian vote. Which voters, in their right mind, 

are going to vote against Russia when it is clear your information and anti-Russian vote becomes apparent?  

Duma reaction – When watching the Putin announcement in the Russian Duma, it was patently noticeable that the 

facial expressions in the audience in no way reflect the exuberance and euphoria of the 2014 Crimean announcement. 

Todays session and presentation was supposed to be a celebration of Russian success, a euphoric occasion marking a 

great Russian event. 

Instead there were steely gazes and fixed stares. What do they know? 

Fact Check: Putin's Russia doesn't fully control annexed Ukrainian regions - Following Putin's decree and 

signing today of annexation documents, there is dispute over just how much of these regions Russian forces hold on to. 

The four regions that Russia is expected to annex—Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk, and Luhansk—were subject to a 

series of illegitimate referendums, which the Russians falsely claim give them formal grounds for annexation. 

However, even as Putin lays claim on the regions, not one of them is currently under full control occupied by Russian 

forces, with some areas that remained outside Russia's reach and others recently reclaimed by Ukrainian 

counteroffensives. 

As of September 29, 2022, areas to the north and northwest of Kherson have been reclaimed in Ukrainian counter-

offensives, while reports show that Ukrainian forces have also retaken some territory in the southeast of Luhansk. 

Furthermore, most of the north of Zaporizhzhia, including the eponymous capital, are still outside of Russia's control, 

while Melitopol and areas around it remain engaged in Ukrainian partisan warfare. 

Intense fighting continues over Western towns in Donetsk, including a key strategic city of Lyman, where Russian 

troops are reportedly surrounded. 

While Putin's forces are in control of large parts of the four regions, the annexations Russia has claimed appear to be in 

places where they still lack total military control. 
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Mobilization 

The Kremlin continues to violate its stated “partial mobilization” procedures and contradict its own 

messaging even while recognizing the systematic failures within the Russian bureaucracy just eight days after the 

declaration of mobilization.  

Putin acknowledged and deflected the blame for repeated “mistakes” during the first week of mobilization in his 

opening remarks at the Russian Security Council meeting yesterday He recounted instances of mobilizing men without 

prior military experience, assigning servicemen to the wrong specializations, and unfairly mobilizing men with health 

conditions or large families.  

ISW has previously reported that Kremlin-state media began exploring similar complaints just days after the declaration 

of “partial mobilization.” Putin called on the Russian General Staff, Ministry of Defense (MoD), and federal subjects to 

fix the reported problems with mobilization, while noting that prosecutors and working groups within enlistment 

centers will monitor all complaints (Comment – Putin is trying to distance himself from the spreading anti-mobilization 

breakouts). Speaker of the Russian State Duma Vyacheslav Volodin also announced that Russian men with a military 

registration cannot leave their permanent residence without the approval of enlistment centers. Volodin and the 

Kremlin’s Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov later retracted these statements, noting that the Russian MoD informed him 

that Russian officials may only restrict the movement of military-registered men in case of full mobilization.  

Republic of Dagestan Head Melikov also condemned a police car with a loudspeaker that ordered all men to appear at 

the enlistment center while driving around Derbente, Republic of Dagestan, stating that local authorities did not 

authorize such announcements. 

The Kremlin’s contradictory statements and procedures demonstrate the fundamental and systemic weakness of the 

Russian military establishment that has characterized the entire invasion. Russian officials continue to execute a 

supposed reservist call-up as a confused undertaking somewhere between a conscription drive and the declaration of 

general mobilization, likely issuing conflicting orders to already flawed bureaucratic institutions.  

CIA Director Burns noted that even if the Kremlin manages to mobilize 300,000 men it will not be able to ensure logistic 

support or provide sufficient training and equipment to the newly-mobilized men. Ukrainian military officials noted that 

Russian forces have already committed mobilized men to Kharkiv Oblast who have since told the Ukrainian forces that 

they did not receive any training prior to their deployment around September 15. 

The bureaucratic failures in the Russian partial mobilization may indicate that Putin has again bypassed the Russian 

higher military command or the Russian MoD. The deployment of mobilized men to centers of hostilities on the Kharkiv 

or Kherson frontlines may suggest that Putin is directly working with axis commanders on the ground who are likely 

clamoring for reinforcements, rather than following standard military practices (that are also required by Russian law) 

such as providing training to mobilized personnel prior to their deployment to the frontlines.  

ISW has previously reported that Putin bypassed the Russian chain of command on numerous occasions when making 

decisions regarding the progress of the Russian “special military operation” in Ukraine, likely because he had lost 

confidence in the Russian MoD. The contradictory and inconsistent narratives used by Kremlin officials and the Russian 

MoD about mobilization procedures could indicate that Putin, as the supreme commander, issued divergent or 

contradictory orders. 

Belarus involvement - Belarus remains highly unlikely to become directly involved in the war in Ukraine on the part of 

Russia, despite statements made by Ukrainian sources on September 29 that the country is preparing to accommodate 

newly mobilized Russian servicemen.  
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The Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that Belarus is preparing to accommodate up to 20,000 

mobilized Russian men in existing civilian premises, warehouses, and abandoned agricultural facilities in Belarus. 

Deputy Chief of the Main Operational Department of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Oleksiy 

Hromov, similarly stated that actions are being taken to expand the Luninets Airfield (50km from the Belarusian-

Ukrainian border) and to repair storage and military infrastructure.  

Independent monitoring organization Belarusian Hajan Project also reported that Russia delivered Su-30 aircraft to the 

Baranavichy airfield in Belarus. These data points may indicate that Russia hopes to use Belarusian military facilities and 

infrastructure to hold and potentially train newly mobilized Russian forces, but it remains exceedingly unlikely that 

these are leading indicators of imminent Belarusian involvement in Ukraine on Russia’s behalf.  

Hromov also stated that there are no signs of Russian troops forming a strike group to target northern Ukraine, which 

suggests that Russian forces are unlikely to use Belarus as a launching pad for ground attacks into Ukraine despite 

reports of troop and equipment accumulations in Belarus. These reports more likely suggest that Putin is continuing to 

leverage his relationship with Belarusian President Lukashenko in order to use Belarusian land for the development of 

Russian military capabilities.  

ISW has previously assessed that Lukashenko cannot afford the domestic ramifications of Belarusian involvement in 

Ukraine. ISW also assesses that Russia does not have the ability to form a ground strike force from scratch or from 

existing units in Belarus quickly. (ISW). 

Mobilization and Force Generation - The Kremlin continued to face challenges in attempting to suppress anti-

mobilization protests throughout 

Russia. A Russian Human Rights 

group reported that Russians 

protested in 11 different Russian 

cities and settlements on yesterday. 

Russian sources reported that 

Russian police dispersed an anti-

mobilization protest in Kyzyl, Tuva 

Oblast, detaining 20 women. 

Russians continued to attack local 

administrations and military 

recruitment centers, with Novosibirsk 

Oblast officials claiming to have 

detained a man who had attempted 

to set a military recruitment center 

on fire in Novosibirsk.  

Russian sources also reported that 

unknown protesters set village 

administrations on fire in Moscow 

and Rostov Oblast on September 28 and September 29, respectively. Unknown perpetrators also attempted arson at a 

military recruitment center in Vladivostok two nights in a row on September 27 and September 28. 

Independent Russian polling organization Levada Center found that almost half of polled Russians are anxious about 

mobilization, but the support for Russian military actions has not significantly declined since the declaration of partial 

mobilization.  
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Levada found that 47% of Russians expressed concern over mobilization, 13% were outraged, and 11% noted 

experiencing depression as a result of the mobilization; 23% reported feeling prideful for Russia.  

More than half of polled Russians said they are afraid that war in Ukraine may lead to general mobilization, whereas a 

majority of respondents did not express such concern in February 2022. Levada noted that the percentage of Russians 

reporting concern about the situation in Ukraine increased from 74% in August to 88% this week, but absolute support 

for Russian forces’ actions in Ukraine only decreased by two percent to 44% in the same time frame. 

Russian enlistment officers are continuing to undertake sly measures to prevent Russian men from avoiding 

mobilization. Russian outlets reported that teachers may administer draft notices to men, while enlistment officers in 

Vladivostok attempted to use fire alarms to coerce men into leaving their apartments. Russian officials are also 

distributing summonses and establishing checkpoints at the Russian-Kazakh border in Astrakhan Oblast to prevent 

Russian men from fleeing abroad. 

The Kremlin continues to redeploy troops and equipment from the westernmost part of Russia to reinforce war efforts 

in Ukraine. An unnamed senior Nordic defense official told Foreign Policy that Russia has approximately 6,000 

remaining troops of its pre-war 30,000 at the borders with Baltic countries and Finland. The official stressed that 

Russian forces largely maintained their air power and the Northern Fleet in the area but deployed high-end military 

hardware such as anti-aircraft systems and missiles to Ukraine. The Kremlin’s consistent deployment of troops and 

military equipment from westernmost bases is not consistent with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s narratives 

claiming that the war is a response to NATO threatening Russian territory. 

Ukrainians and Russians feeling annexation – Both Ukrainian and Russian citizens are fleeing north to Ukraine, 

away from the annexed territories in fear of looming Ukrainian moves and the resultant violence and destruction the 

battles will bring. 

Dagestan PM Message - Sergei Melikov, the leader of Dagestan – a Russian province that has seen a large number 

of men mistakenly drafted – issued a furious statement against the way the mobilisation had been carried out, calling 

officers “f------ idiots,” and absolutely lost it with Derbent's draft officers after they drove around with megaphones 

telling *every man* in the city to turn up at the conscription centre. 

Corrected messaging 

Now may be the time to expose newly-arriving and fleeing Russians to true messaging regarding the scale and extent of 

Russian aggression in Ukraine since February this year. 

Show them the images from Mariupol and Bucha and other affected areas. Show them the mass graves and damage to 

Ukrainian infrastructure.  

They will surely send these messages back to within Russia, showing the true as opposed to manufactured story of 

Russia’s actions. 

Social media across Russia is alive and well at the moment and communication between fleeing Russians and their 

families back home will be ongoing for months to come. Enlighten them. 

Sanctions 

U.S. imposes new sanctions - The US has just sanctioned 278 Russian legislators, 14 individuals closely associated 

with Vladimir Putin’s military on Friday following Putin's declaration that he's announcing four regions in Ukraine. 
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Sanctioned individuals included two international suppliers, three key leaders in Russia's financial architecture and 

immediate family members of Russian senior officials, U.S. officials said. 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said the sanctions are part of an “aggressive and coordinated effort to hold Putin and 

his enablers accountable for his unprovoked invasion and limit their ability to prop up their economy.” 

The Department of Commerce also said it would punish 57 entities in violation of U.S. export controls, and the State 

Department put visa restrictions on Ochur-Suge Mongush, a Russian national accused of torturing a Ukrainian prisoner 

of war. 

State also said that it was taking steps to impose restrictions on a total of 910 individuals including members of Russia’s 

military, Belarusian military officials and Russian proxies in Ukraine. 

Putin 

Putin casts Ukraine war as an existential conflict for Russia - The speech was expected to be about Ukraine, 

where Russia's military is struggling seven months into its invasion and where Moscow is claiming four partially 

occupied regions as its own in a land grab condemned by Kyiv and the West. 

However, the bulk of Putin's nationally televised address from the Kremlin's opulent St. George's Hall on September 30 

was devoted to a vitriolic attack on the United States and its allies. 

Before an audience of ruling elites -- both chambers of parliament, regional governors, security and military officials, 

and others -- Putin portrayed the country as defiant in the throes of an existential conflict with a "satanic" enemy bent 

on destroying Russia, its culture, and what he called its "traditional values." 

He all but ignored the actual conflict that he dramatically escalated in February by launching a large-scale invasion of 

Ukraine, as well as the battlefield setbacks that pose a serious challenge to his ambitions. 

"Western elites deny not only national sovereignty and international law; their hegemony has the pronounced 

character of totalitarianism, despotism, and apartheid," Putin asserted. "They brazenly divide the world into their 

vassals, into so-called civilized countries and everyone else who, according to today's Western racists, must join the 

ranks of barbarians and savages." 

It was "the most anti-American speech that Vladimir Putin has ever made," Yelena Chernenko, a well-known journalist 

for the Moscow newspaper Kommersant, said in a post on Twitter. 

But the cat is out of the bag – Putin and the Kremlin can obfuscate and lie as much as they want, but the proverbial 

cat is now out of the bag. 

Laden with extremely punitive sanctions for even mentioning the word “War,” punishable by up to 15 years in prison – 

Russians generally receive 6-year sentences for murder – in an effort to suppress any discussion or awareness of the 

Ukrainian invasion, the Russian populace has been kept in the dark since February this year.  

Team Putin did anything and everything possible to restrict the message and deny any information about the invasion, 

damages and destruction within Ukraine and especially Russian casualties and losses. 

And then last week he let the cat out, and the cat is screaming its message about current events. 

Unfortunately for the Kremlin and for Putin, the message is not good and, whilst still not particularly accurate, it 

nonetheless has awakened Russia’s Main Street to something not being quite right. 

And as they say “Information is powerful.” 
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Comrade Putin, there’s been a terrible mistake! - At first, they were getting ready for a big celebration: mass 

enthusiasm, “let’s go into battle,” volunteers queueing up for the draft and departing to the frontlines to patriotic 

tunes. Then it became clear that something had gone wrong: there are not as many people volunteering to die in battle 

as the masterminds of the “special military operation,” the TV propagandists, had thought. Numerous cases of injustice 

and chaos surrounding this so-called “partial” mobilisation started trickling in on social media.  

As we all know, if you can’t beat them, join them. This can apply to drunken benders, mayhem, partial mobilisation, the 

crackdown on overzealous draft officials — choose whatever you like best. 

“Those on top finally started listening to the voices from below… Democracy has finally come to Russia. Though a 

military one,” writer Zakhar Prilepin pointed out on his Telegram channel. 

Those “voices from below” came from an unexpected source: the federal TV.  

Margarita Simonyan, founder of the movement for a just partial mobilisation and the main fighter for the truth, voiced 

this radical call on the YouTube channel of her husband Tigran Keosayan: “It’s time to stop lying. Everywhere in our 

country: in banks, ministries, draft offices, factories, schools, universities, media organization. It’s time to stop lying! 

Lying always leads to incorrect decisions, and incorrect decisions always lead to losses. Some of them lead to 

irreversible losses. So that we don’t regret it in the future, it’s time to stop lying!!!” 

“They’ll end up being the mouthpieces of post-Putin perestroika at this rate,” reporter Aleksandr Plyushchev quipped 

on his Telegram channel. Former presidential candidate Ksenia Sobchak was more succinct: “F---, Orwell, stop it.” 

Another Putin-related death - Russian railway executive found shot to death on his balcony – A top 

manager at a company that transported Russian military equipment for the war in Ukraine has been found dead. 

Pavel Pchelnikov, 52, was the director of communications at Digital Logistics, a subsidiary of Russian Railways. 

His body was found at 6.30 a.m. local time on Wednesday on the balcony of his apartment in central Moscow, local 

newspaper Moskovsky Komsomolets reported. 

Nuclear 

In terms of nuclear weapons, Putin on Friday said the U.S. set a "precedent" when it attacked Japan 77 years ago. 

The reference could be a not-so-veiled warning that Moscow may choose to try to persuade Kyiv's military from 

attacking annexed lands by detonating some kind of nuclear device in the future; then again, the references to 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki could just be Putin talking tough, since he made no specific references to Russia potentially 

using a nuclear weapon against Ukraine. On the other hand, he promised Friday to "defend our land with all our 

strength and all our means." 

Kremlin response - Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov, called talk of nuclear escalation “irresponsible” on a 

conference call with reporters on Friday, and declined to say whether attacks on the territories may meet the standard 

for using the weapons set out in Russia’s military doctrine. 

Peskov said he wasn’t able to say whether Russia plans to annex the entire Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions or just 

areas now held by its troops. He said the agreements Friday will cover all of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, though 

Ukraine still controls parts of those. 

Putin did not threaten an immediate nuclear attack to halt the Ukrainian counteroffensives into Russian-occupied 

Ukraine during his speech announcing Russia’s illegal annexation of Ukrainian territory.  
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He likely intends annexation to freeze the war along the current frontlines and allow time for Russian mobilization to 

reconstitute Russian forces. The annexation of parts of four Ukrainian oblasts does not signify that Putin has 

abandoned his stated objective of destroying the Ukrainian state for a lesser goal.  

As ISW assessed in May, if Putin’s annexation of occupied Ukraine stabilizes the conflict along new front lines, “the 

Kremlin could reconstitute its forces and renew its invasion of Ukraine in the coming years, this time from a position of 

greater strength and territorial advantage.” (ISW). 

Multiple nuclear devices needed - Putin would likely need to use multiple tactical nuclear weapons in Ukraine to 

achieve his desired operational effect—freezing the front lines and halting Ukrainian counteroffensives.  

But the operational effect would need to outweigh the potentially very high costs of possible NATO retaliation.  

He might try a nuclear terror attack against one or more major Ukrainian population centers or critical infrastructure in 

hopes of shocking Ukraine into surrender or the West into cutting off aid to Ukraine. Such attacks would be highly 

unlikely to force Ukraine or the West to surrender, however, and would be a tremendous gamble of the sort that Putin 

has historically refused to take.  

Ukraine’s government and people have repeatedly demonstrated their will to continue fighting, and the West would 

find it very challenging simply to surrender in the face of such horrific acts because of the precedent such surrender 

would set.  

Putin is therefore far more likely to use nuclear weapons to change the operational environment, if he uses them at all.  

ISW assesses Putin has two main tactical nuclear weapon use options: striking key Ukrainian ground lines of 

communication nodes and command centers to paralyze Ukrainian offensive operations, and/or striking major 

Ukrainian force concentrations near the line of contact.  

A single nuclear weapon would not be decisive against either of these target sets. Russia would likely need to use 

several tactical nuclear weapons across Ukraine to achieve significant effects and disrupt Ukraine’s ability to conduct 

counteroffensives.  

The scale of nuclear use likely required would raise the risks of Western retaliation, increasing the potential costs Putin 

would have to weigh against the likely temporary benefits the strikes themselves might provide. (ISW). 

Russian nuclear use would therefore be a massive gamble for limited gains that would not achieve Putin’s 

stated war aims. At best, Russian nuclear use would freeze the front lines in their current positions and enable the 

Kremlin to preserve its currently occupied territory in Ukraine.  

Russian nuclear use would not enable Russian offensives to capture the entirety of Ukraine (the Kremlin’s original 

objective). Russian military doctrine calls for the Russian Armed Forces to be able to effectively fight on a nuclear 

battlefield, and the “correct” doctrinal use of tactical nuclear weapons would involve tactical nuclear strikes to punch 

holes in Ukrainian lines, enabling Russian mechanized units to conduct an immediate attack through the targeted area 

and drive deep into Ukrainian rear areas.  

The degraded, hodgepodge Russian forces currently operating in Ukraine cannot currently conduct effective offensive 

operations even in a non-nuclear environment. They will be flatly unable to operate on a nuclear battlefield. DNR/LNR 

proxy units, Wagner Group fighters, BARS reservist units, and the depleted remnants of the Russian conventional units 

that actually exercised fighting on a nuclear battlefield in annual exercises—not to mention newly mobilized 

replacements shipped to the front lines with less than a week of training—will not have the equipment, training, and 

morale necessary to conduct offensive operations following nuclear use.  
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NATO is additionally likely to respond to Russian nuclear weapon use in Ukraine with conventional strikes on Russian 

positions there.  

Russian use of multiple weapons (which would be required to achieve decisive operational effects) would only increase 

the likelihood and scale of a Western conventional response. 

The more confident Putin is that nuclear use will not achieve decisive effects but will draw direct Western conventional 

military intervention in the conflict, the less likely he is to conduct a nuclear attack. (ISW). 

Something fishy in the Baltics….. 

US says explosions on Nord Stream pipelines were sabotage – The US said for the first time earlier today that 

the explosions that rocked the Nord Stream pipelines under the Baltic Sea were the result of sabotage. 

It also said the Russians have been "pumping out disinformation and lies" and that the US will work with its allies to 

investigate the explosions. Speaking to reporters at the White House, President Biden added that "when things calm 

down, we're going to be sending divers down to find out exactly what happened." 

The US is already working with allies to "enhance the protection of this critical infrastructure," he added. 

The German Interior Ministry said police were patrolling the North and Baltic Seas with "all available forces." 

The explosions that occurred ahead of huge gas leaks from the pipelines "probably corresponded to an explosive load 

of several hundred kilos," Denmark and Sweden wrote earlier on September 30 in a letter to the United Nations. 

German and Danish officials said both the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 pipelines showed sudden losses of 

pressure late Monday, which they said could only be caused by a leak from large holes in the pipelines. 

Neither of the pipelines are active, as Russia has cut gas deliveries in them, but both were filled with natural gas when 

the drop in pressure occurred. Russian energy giant Gazprom, a state entity, owns a controlling interest in both 

pipelines. 

Danish authorities reported the location of the Nord Stream 1 leak as northeast of the Baltic Sea island of Bornholm, 

and the Nord Stream 2 leak as southeast of the island and both the Swedish network and the Danish Seismic Network 

picked up the explosions on Monday. 

Speculation is rife that Russia is responsible for the explosions and pipeline disruption. Today the Russian Navy has the 

largest fleet of spy submarines in the world which are based in the Arctic. 

Russia in turn has accused the US of being responsible for the explosions, citing its ability to engage undersea warfare 

with special submarine technology. 

They would be capable of damaging a pipe in the Baltic. However it seems improbable. 

Germany warned by CIA of possible attack on Nord Stream gas pipeline weeks in advance – Fox News 

reports the CIA warned its counterparts in Berlin earlier this summer of possible attacks on gas pipelines in the Baltic 

Sea, according to a Tuesday report. 
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The German magazine Spiegel reported Tuesday that there were indications from the U.S. that there were signs of a 

planned attack on two North Stream gas pipelines. 

Humanitarian 

Mass grave site with 1,100 bodies found in burn pits outside liberated Izyum - Ukrainian forces continue to 

uncover gross human rights abuses and atrocities outside the eastern city of Izyum, including a mass grave site with 

several burn pits containing some 1,100 partially charred bodies this week, sources told Fox News Digital Thursday.  

"Dead bodies smell the same everywhere," special operations Marine veteran Chad Robichaux said, describing the 

grizzly sight he witnessed this week.  

"The distinct smell of decaying people. Just to know these were women, children and non-combatants," he continued 

before adding, "Russia has the most land in the world – comes in and takes more. And to just do this to these people 

who can't defend themselves. 

According to Robichaux and one of his partners with the Mighty Oaks Program – which has been in Ukraine since 

February assisting soldiers on the front lines with trauma and medical counseling – Ukrainian forces this week 

discovered a series of partially covered mass graves in an area one hour southeast of Izyum. 

The special ops veteran said he was not permitted to disclose the exact location of the site but said it was clear Russian 

soldiers were trying to conceal evidence of war crimes. 
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Some 1,100 Ukrainian men, women and children, many with their hands bound behind their backs, were reportedly 

found in several pits roughly 20 feet by 30 feet that had been originally dug out to hide Russian tanks. 

"They tried to burn the evidence of the bodies," Robichaux said. "But they didn’t do a very good job of it. 

"They actually left 74 tanks in this one area, and they were using the tank positions to put the bodies in," he explained. 

Disturbing reports of extreme violence and war crimes committed against civilians, including other mass grave sites, 

evidence of torture, and the extreme living conditions Ukrainians were forced to endure during six months of Russian 

occupation, continue to emerge as Russian forces retreat from areas in southeast Kharkiv. 

Reports of Russia’s inability to maintain command and control in its ranks have emerged in the weeks following 

Ukraine’s major counteroffensive, and, according to Robichaux, these issues stem from a lack of basic communication 

among Russia’s soldiers.  

"They don't have inner team communications like we would normally have, so they have no way to communicate," he 

said adding they do not appear well-trained or even know how to navigate. "They're just lost and walking around. 

Almost like they have to get picked up because they wouldn't survive." 

Containment 

U.S. tanks to Ukraine – It is being reported that the US may be preparing the way for up to 100 Mk1 Abrams tanks 

to be sent to Ukraine for its battles in Kherson Oblast. Reports have a deal being worked out with Poland to transfer the 

American-made units to Ukraine. 

Ukraine needs additional tanks in the ground war against Russian forces in order to expedite progress in this region. 


