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Chinese Warehouse Investment in British Columbia 3

• A major warehouse facility under construction in 
Surrey is paving the way for more trade between 
B.C. and China. 

• The massive $190 million, 470,000-square-foot 
complex, dubbed the “World Commodity Trade 
Center,” is a joint venture between a Chinese state-
sponsored company and a local development firm. 
The centre, first conceived in Beijing, has four 
warehouses and two large exhibition halls — to be 
lined with Chinese and Canadian flags —
strategically located in the Campbell Heights 
industrial zone between Vancouver International 
Airport and the United States border.

• The centre is purported to be one of several non-
Chinese import-export facilities servicing a central 
commodities hub on the outskirts of Beijing, called 
Yanjiao International Trade City, being developed by 
brand company World Commerce Valley, a division 
of Hong Kong-based trading firm Shing Kee Godown 
Group. The centre is being developed through 
Canadian subsidiaries North America Commerce 
Valley Development Ltd. and Shing Kee Godown 
(Canada) Holdings Ltd. and in partnership with local 
development firm Pollyco Group.
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• Since its inception, Amazon has been obsessed with the idea of expediting its delivery operations. True to that, the 
e-commerce behemoth has received Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) approval to operate its delivery drone 
fleets as part of its Prime Air brand.

• The FAA issued Amazon Prime Air a Part 135 air carrier certificate using unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), of which 
drones are a segment. “The FAA’s role is to ensure that any UAS operation is performed safely. The FAA supports 
innovation that is beneficial to the public, especially during a health or weather-related crisis,” said FAA in its 
statement. 

• Amazon has long fostered high drone delivery ambitions, going as far as to patent an idea for beehive-like towers. 
These towers would work as fulfillment centers for its delivery drones to take off and land. The towers are visualized 
to be built to blend into high-rise structures in urban           areas.

• The newly issued drone license will give Amazon                  broad privileges that include carrying packages beyond 
the visual line of sight                                                                                                     (BVLOS) of the operator. 

• Last year, Amazon debuted                                                                                                  its electric delivery drone, which 
can fly up to 15 miles and                                                                                                   carry parcels of roughly 5 pounds —
ideally to customers situated                                                                                              within a 30-minute flying radius. 
Amazon estimates that                                                                                                        nearly 90% of all products sold on 
the platform weighed less                                                                                                    than 5 pounds.

• The drone delivery segment                                                                                                is witnessing a tight race, with 
several startups and larger                                                                                                  companies vying for market share. 
For instance, Alphabet subsidiary Wing and UPS have already received FAA licenses and are working on their trials. 
While Wing delivers packages for FedEx and Walgreens, UPS is delivering prescription medicines for CVS in North 
Carolina. 

• Amazon has yet to comment on which markets would see the first commercial delivery trials in the U.S. That said, 
the company has testing sites in the U.S. Pacific Northwest and the nearby Vancouver, British Columbia, area, which 
might be places Amazon would want to test the waters. 
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Walmart teams with Microsoft on TikTok bid
Walmart is teaming up with Microsoft in its bid for embattled and popular short form video app TikTok. The US version 
of the app belonging to Chinese company Bytedance has multiple suitors and is being valued anywhere from USD20 to 
USD50 billion. TikTok has taken off in the US with its addictive short videos generated by users and often involving 
music. It would be a major addition to any company’s social efforts. 

Amazon just opened its first Amazon Fresh-branded grocery store
• Amazon just opened the first of its Amazon Fresh-branded grocery stores in Woodland Hills, California. The Amazon 

Fresh store features Whole Foods-brand products as well as national brands that you                                             
wouldn't expect to see in Whole Foods, like Coca-Cola and Kraft macaroni & cheese. It’s                                         
basically like a mix between Whole Foods and Kroger, with some smart technology                                              
thrown in. The store is open to select customers for now but will be open to the general                                     
public sometime soon.

• The Amazon Fresh stores take advantage of Amazon's cashierless concept that started in                                       
its Go convenience stores, and in this incarnation the company is introducing smart                                          
shopping carts, called Dash carts, that allow customers to bypass the checkout lane.                                         
The carts feature a barcode scanner and a touchscreen displaying an itemized list of everything placed in the cart. By 
signing into your Amazon account, your default payment method will be charged when you walk out of the store.

• There are Alexa voice assistants throughout the store where customers can ask Alexa any questions they may have.

J.Jill avoids bankruptcy – at least for now
• J.Jill has once again bought itself more time — 10 days — to avoid a bankruptcy filing. 
• The struggling women’s apparel retailer, which had had several extensions of two forbearance agreements it 

entered into in June, said that most of its lenders and shareholders support an out-of-court financial restructuring 
transaction. J.Jill plans to file for bankruptcy, however, if it fails to get lenders holding 95% of its term loans to 
support the plan by Sept. 11

Inputmag.com
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Walmart takes wraps off membership program
• Walmart is taking on Amazon - again. 
• The retail giant will launch its highly anticipated membership program, called Walmart+, on Sept. 15. It will offer 

unlimited free delivery (on orders of $35 or more), gasoline discounts of up to 5 cents a gallon and access to the 
chain’s Scan & Go app which allows shoppers to avoid checkout lines by scanning items in the store and checkout 
using Walmart Pay.  

• The new program will cost $98 a year, or $12.95 a month, with a 15-day free trial period. Amazon Prime costs $119 
a year, or $12.99 a month, with no minimum order needed to qualify for free shipping. The Prime program also 
includes streaming entertainment.

Done Deal: Brooks Brothers acquired
• America’s oldest apparel company has new owners.
• Authentic Brands Group (ABG) and Sparc Group, a venture backed by Simon Property Group, completed their $325 

million acquisition of the 200-year-old Brooks Brothers. As previously reported, at least 125 Brooks Brothers stores 
will remain open as part of the agreement. 

• With the deal completed, Sparc, the dedicated operating company for ABG-owned brands including Aéropostale, 
Nautica and Lucky Brand, assumes the role of core licensee for Brooks Brothers. It will manage all of Brooks 
Brothers’ operations, including retail, wholesale and e-commerce. 

Penney’s lenders to make bid for chain
• It’s close to crunch time for embattled J.C. Penney.
• Discussions by three potential bidders, including Simon Property Group and Brookfield, to acquire the bankrupt 

retailer have hit a “stalemate”. Penney’s top lenders, including H/2 Capital Partners, now plan to make a credit bid 
to own Penney as a standalone company, attorney Joshua Sussberg of Kirkland & Ellis said during a Monday 
bankruptcy court hearing, according to the report. 

• If the lender deal goes through, J.C. Penney would likely emerge as a much smaller company than it is today.
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Bed Bath & Beyond cuts 2,800 jobs in reorg
• Bed Bath & Beyond Inc. is eliminating 2,800 jobs across its stores and headquarters in its ongoing effort to cut costs 

and streamline operations as it focuses on online sales.
• The struggling home goods chain said the workforce reduction is effective immediately and is part a “major 

realignment of its organizational structure” that will generate about $150 million in annual pre-tax cost savings. The 
job cuts will further strip layers at its headquarters and "significantly reposition field operations to better serve 
customers in a digital-first shopping environment," the company said.

The most trusted grocery delivery service is…
• Amazon leads in many aspects of omnichannel commerce, but not when it comes to online grocery delivery.
• According to a new study of 501 U.S. consumers by business website The Manifest, more than half (53%) of 

respondents said they most trust Instacart and its partner companies to safely deliver their online grocery orders. 
Amazon Fresh trailed in a distant second place with selection by about one-fifth (21%) of respondents.

• Other responses included Peapod (5%) and Walmart (4%). Peapod parent Stop & Shop is replacing the service with 
direct delivery via the Stop & Shop site or app.

• More than half (52%) of respondents said the main benefit of grocery delivery services is saving time. Other popular 
benefits include being safe during the pandemic (11%) and reducing parking and gas costs (10%). Conversely, almost 
one-quarter of respondents (22%) say their main challenge with grocery delivery service is the extra fees for service 
and delivery. Others noted bad produce (17%) and inconvenient drop-off times (11%).

E-commerce drives Q2 revenue growth at Williams-Sonoma
• Williams-Sonoma Inc. reported net revenue growth of 9% in Q2 fiscal 2020, with online sales playing a major role.
• The retailer saw net revenue rise to $1.49b from $1.37b the prior-year quarter. Williams-Sonoma credited an 

approximately 46% increase in e-commerce revenue as a “significant driver” of its overall performance.
• Net earnings more than doubled to $135m from $63m. Higher year-over-year merchandise margins and occupancy 

leverage, along with lower occupancy costs, helped boost profits

The Manifest
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Chico’s widens Q2 loss to $46.8 million
• Chico's FAS Inc. racked up another loss as sales fell nearly 40% in its second quarter.
• The women’s apparel retailer reported a $46.8m loss, or a $0.40 loss per diluted share, for the three-month quarter 

ending Aug. 1, compared to a net loss of $2.3m, or $0.02 loss per diluted share, in the year-ago period. Chico’s 
second-quarter loss followed a loss of $178m loss in the prior quarter.

Amazon launching luxury platform in September
• Amazon will reportedly provide a concessions-based e-commerce marketplace for select luxury brands.
• According to Women’s Wear Daily, Amazon will initially partner with 12 high-end accessories and ready-to-wear 

fashion brands from the U.S. and Europe. The platform will first launch in the U.S. in September 2020, timed to 
coincide with major global fashion shows. 

• Participating luxury brands will reportedly control the look, feel, pricing, and sales volume of their online 
storefronts. Dany Keirouz, head of brands relations and development at Amazon Fashion, is said to be in charge of 
the project.

• Amazon is reportedly building a warehouse in Arizona to provide centralized logistics and fulfillment services and 
will support the platform with a $100 million marketing campaign. WWD previously reported that Amazon had 
been planning to launch the platform in spring 2020, but delayed rollout due to the COVID-19 pandemic. An 
Amazon spokesperson declined to comment on the article.

Back-to-school sales on the decline
• Confusion about when and how to re-open schools safely for the upcoming academic year may be causing 

consumers to hold off spending.
• Sales of back-to-school supplies at grocery and drug stores declined by 31% nationwide for the four weeks ending 

Aug. 22, 2020, when compared to the year-ago period, according to shopper intelligence company Catalina. On a 
state-by-state basis, back-to-school sales have dropped in each of the five states that have reported the greatest 
number of COVID-19 cases, including California, Florida, Texas, New York and Georgia. 
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More Consumers Are Turning to Food Delivery Apps amid Indoor Dining Restrictions
• As the restaurant industry faces continued operational challenges and indoor                                                 

dining constraints loom across the country, many consumers are turning to                                                    
food delivery apps.

• It is forecast that the number of smartphone food delivery app users will rise                                               
25.2% to 45.6 million this year.

• Companies like Grubhub and Uber Eats have seen an influx of usage during the                                                 
pandemic. In its most recent earnings, Grubhub reported that the number of                                                   
active diners grew to 27.5 million in Q2 2020 from 20.3 million in Q2 2019—an                                                   
increase of 35%.

• Uber said in its Q2 2020 earnings release on August 6 that more restaurants,                                                 
including Baskin Robbins, Chopt Creative Salad and A&W Restaurants, have                                                     
joined its Eats platform.

Retailers are racing to turn stores into fulfillment hubs
• The retailers that were best prepared for the coronavirus were the ones that had infrastructure in place to handle e-

commerce. So it isn't terribly surprising that more businesses are trying to figure out how to build out more efficient 
fulfillment options.

• As the coronavirus continues to accelerate online retail spending, more retailers are looking to remodel stores to 
double as fulfillment centers for online orders.

• Best Buy, for example, said that it planned on transforming some of its stores into spaces that would better fulfill 
online orders. Other companies, like Target, have spent years building out these sorts of capabilities.

• Now is the time to make such moves. The holidays are approaching, and more people are going to buy their gifts 
online. While stores may be open over the next few months, the retailers will also need all the help they can get to 
make sure they can also handle digital demand too. 
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How retailers are preparing for an earlier holiday shopping season
The coronavirus has forced retailers to rethink how they approach key events this year. and the holiday season will be no 
exception. Kohl's CEO Michelle Gass said that the company is anticipating "early holiday demand beginning in October." 
Target CEO Brian Cornell also said this week that the company will be "spreading our best price holiday offers over a 
longer timeframe," in order to cater to customers who start holiday shopping in October. As retailers prepare for holiday 
shopping to begin earlier, they will have to think about how to build out their fulfillment and buying process to handle 
the unusual shopping patterns.

Gym closures are leading to shortages of at-home workout equipment
Home gym supply brands have seen record demand since the coronavirus first swept the world. Now, even though a few 
months have passed, the situation has only intensified. Many products remain sold out and companies in high demand 
are still dealing with supply chain woes to try and get their fitness items into customers' hands.

2nd Stimulus Bill?
There are reports that Americans are cutting back on spending at the grocery store as they wait to see if Congress will 
pass as second stimulus bill. The Journal cites a report from the IRI CPG Demand Index, which shows that sales growth of 
products like frozen dinners, soup, coffee and cereal is slowing compared to earlier in the pandemic.

NRF: Pandemic remains a 'shock' for small businesses
• The National Retail Federation warned that disruption from the COVID-19 pandemic hasn't ended for small retailers, 

whose owners are "increasingly pessimistic."
• "The coronavirus continues as a shock to America's small employers," NRF said in a press release. "Small businesses 

are the backbone of American ingenuity and impact local economies in cities and towns across the country, but 
responses to recent surveys highlight the fragility of many small business enterprises and the importance of the 
need for well-tailored economic policy."

• The trade association called for continued economic stimulus measures to help small businesses.
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Nike shutting down 9 wholesale accounts in shift to DTC
• Nike is reportedly closing nine of its wholesale accounts: City Blue, VIM, EbLens, Belk, Dillard's, Fred Meyer, Bob's 

Stores, Boscov's and Zappos, according to an analyst note from Susquehanna Financial Group. The analysts, led by 
Sam Poser, called the decision "positive for Nike, as it takes control of more of its own destiny." It was unclear when 
the athletics giant would step back from those wholesale accounts.

• "Nike has a bold vision to create the marketplace of the future, one closely aligned with what consumers want and 
need," a Nike spokesperson said in response to questions about the closures. "As part of our recently announced 
Consumer Direct Acceleration strategy, we are doubling down on our approach with Nike Digital and our owned 
stores, as well as a smaller number of strategic partners who share our vision to create a consistent, connected and 
modern shopping experience.“

Japan, Australia and India to Launch Supply-Chain Initiative
• The trade ministers of Japan, India and Australia agreed Tuesday to work toward achieving supply chain resilience in 

the Indo-Pacific region, following reports that the three nations are looking to work together to counter China’s 
dominance on trade.

• The three nations are seeking to build stronger supply chains to counter China’s dominance as trade and geopolitical 
tensions escalate across the region, Bloomberg reported in August, citing people in Tokyo and New Delhi with 
knowledge of the matter.

• Along with the U.S., Japan, Australia and India make up the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad, a loose 
grouping for national security consultation. A senior U.S. diplomat said Monday the U.S. would like to start 
formalizing the Quad as the base for a broader security alliance in the region and ministers of the group intend to 
hold an in-person meeting in New Delhi this fall.

• While the three countries are in talks to finalize the supply chain agreement, India’s Goyal said the architecture for a 
trade deal with the U.S. is already in place and the two nations could possibly sign the pact before the U.S. elections.

• While China wasn’t specifically addressed during the meeting Tuesday, the three ministers did agree that ASEAN 
nations would be good candidates to reach out to next, according to Japan’s trade ministry.
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New warehouse kiosk makes entire warehouse workflow contact-free for drivers
• Interactions between drivers and warehouse staff face a new kind of scrutiny amid the backdrop                               

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Before the concept of social distancing entered our daily lexicon,                                    
however, those interactions were notorious for their inefficient use of time and resources,                                  
especially regarding the submission, organization and retrieval of paperwork. These inefficient                              
workflows were widely accepted as the cost of doing business within the industry.

• MacGregor Partners, a technology solutions provider for the logistics industry, attacked these legacy pain points in 
2017 with the creation of its flagship software-as-a-service (SaaS) offering, M.Folio. This electronic bill of lading 
(eBOL) and workflow automation software solution ingests all warehousing and transportation documentation 
generated and used at facilities and then ushers the documents through automated workflows. Workflows capture 
signatures and approvals, compare documents and provide notification to both internal and external parties, 
streamlining any traditional paper-based workflow. All this has an aim to end wasted labor costs and unnecessary 
face-to-face interactions prevalent in the industry.

• Prior to the pandemic, customers gravitated toward M.Folio for the internal and external visibility it offered, as well 
as the labor savings from automated workflows. 

Developing a Comprehensive COVID-19 Supply Chain Warehouse Logistics Contingency Plan
• Even the slightest change in the global supply chain can have a major ripple effect.
• To that end, it’s vital that organizations develop                                                       comprehensive logistics contingency 

plans, both at the supply chain and                                                                               warehouse levels, in order to 
mitigate or prevent the negative effects                                                                        of supply chain disruption.

• As you can see in the infographic,                                                                       the components of both a supply chain 
and a warehouse logistics contingency                                                                 plan have been included.

• Although each plan is unique, they                                                                          both follow the same basic process -
assess, plan, and communicate - and require a high degree of visibility.
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Top Logistics Challenges for E-Commerce Giants
And the logistics professional knows significant challenges permeate the freight management landscape. However, 
understanding these challenges’ impact on freight spend and available capacity is essential to making the most of 
carrier, trailer type, mode and lane use to fulfill and meet the rising e-commerce demands. Top logistics challenges for 
e-commerce giants include the following:
1. Driver Shortage - The driver shortage has garnered plenty of attention in recent years. More drivers are 

approaching retirement age, and in the age of e-commerce, the exodus continues.
2. Hours-of-Service Regulations - The hours of service (HOS) regulations also affect e-commerce driver availability. 

Fortunately, some aspects of the HOS regulations were suspended to accommodate the sudden surge in demand 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 

3. ELD Mandate - The electronic logging device (ELD) mandate is another factor affecting logistics success during the 
sudden growth of e-commerce

4. Economic Instability - Uncertainty in the world economies also plays a role in managing e-commerce logistics and 
keeping freight spend under control.

5. Reducing the Rate of Returns - Another challenge for e-commerce giants involves managing an ever-climbing rate 
of returns and fielding countless customer service inquiries.

Amazon drivers hang phones in trees near factories to be first pick for jobs
• A report says some of Amazon's independent drivers have found a hack to snap up gigs by hanging smartphones 

in the trees surrounding delivery facilities. Experts say that Amazon's algorithms detect which drivers are closest 
to the warehouse and offers them lucrative delivery opportunities before anyone else.

• The system is coordinated through Amazon's lesser-known Flex delivery service, which the company launched to 
supplement UPS and USPS with gig workers who can ferry goods from warehouses to customer's doors within an 
hour or two in urban areas.

• According to the report, the phones are synchronized with a driver's real phone, so they can be sitting in the 
parking lot in their cars and have a slight edge over other drivers in the same area. 

Inputmag.com
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Transportation capacity near 2-year low; pricing surges
• Supply chain data shows transportation capacity has declined to a 22-month                                                      

low with utilization and prices reaching 19-month highs.
• Those were a couple of the highlights from a report summarizing July                                                         

data from the Logistics Managers’ Index (LMI), a survey of leading                                                           
logistics executives. The overall index increased to a reading of                                                            
63% during the month, up 130 basis points from June and well                                                                 
off the all-time April low of 51.3%. The July mark was the highest                                                              
for the index since January 2019.

• Transportation capacity tightened further during July with the                                                               
sub-index declining 680 basis points to a reading firmly in                                                                     
contraction territory at 42.8%. Transportation utilization                                                                   
remained elevated, unchanged at 66.7% for the month.

• “When taken together with contracting capacity and increasing utilization,                                                   
it is clear that the transportation market continues to recover rapidly,                                                     
indicating that at least parts of the economy are moving back towards                                                        
their pre-crisis velocity.”

• Difficulty procuring capacity lifted the pricing component of the                                                            
index 820 basis points to 72.6%, almost double the low mark                                                                  
reached in April. The report noted that sea and rail rates have                                                              
lagged price improvements in trucking. 

• “This is interesting as sea and rail freight often precede                                                                   
automotive shipments as they tend to move both raw materials                                                                 
domestically and finished goods that will eventually be moved                                                                
to retailers from international suppliers,” the report continued.



Still So Much To Learn ACC

Supply Chain Update 16

How Automation is Shaping the Manufacturing Industry
• With the ongoing crisis requiring manufacturers to take certain safety measures, the dynamics between automation 

and specific industry has to change in order to keep up with the times. Furthermore, a lot of experts believe that 
automation could be the very technology that will prepare and allow the manufacturing sector to thrive in a post-
pandemic world. To give you a clearer picture, over 478 billion of the 749 billion working hours spent on 
manufacturing-related activities worldwide were automatable. The 478 billion hours, which is equivalent to $2.7 
trillion worth of labor costs, provides a great opportunity for manufacturers to increase savings. In addition, a new 
generation of robots that are not only flexible and versatile but also relatively cheaper can help cut costs in the long 
run and increase the scalability of manufacturing businesses.

• As with every other industry, automation has the ability to make businesses even more efficient. With machines and 
robots that can get more tasks done within a given time frame compared to traditional manual options, 
manufacturers can look forward to a significantly reduced production lead time and a greater total rate of 
production. Moreover, automation can also help accomplish seemingly impossible manual tasks that often require 
precision and accuracy to a greater extent.

• Even without the pandemic, safety has always been a significant concern for manufacturers. After all, data from The 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics found that workplace injuries and accidents, which are more frequent in this field, can 
cost businesses nearly $62 billion per year. For many years now, on-the-job injuries have been gradually falling, 
thanks to machines and robots that have been doing all the heavy lifting, taking over repetitive tasks and eliminating 
the need for employees to work in extremely hazardous environments. In the coming years, manufacturers can 
continue counting on automation when it comes to making hazardous workplaces safer.

• As the world braces itself for a post-pandemic future, the manufacturing industry’s reliance on automation will only 
run deeper, and it’s easy to see why. After all, automation has the ability to raise savings and cut costs, enhance 
resiliency and simplify processes, increase labor productivity and improve workplace safety.

• Economics Help also mentions how automation can enable factories to produce a greater range of goods that come 
in different sizes and designs, as well as being suited to different functions.
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Supply chains will look different, but China remains an option
• Most (83%) agree Covid-19 has been an extreme test of their supply chain.
• 84% say they will be more cautious about offshoring now than in the past.
• While many (73%) will minimize reliance on China, 74% will continue to source some parts from the region.
• “While many businesses will examine reshoring as part of their future supply chain, China continues to offer 

important advantages in infrastructure and manufacturing talent—making it a stable part of any supply chain 
ecosystem,” said Fictiv COO Jean Olivieri. “The opportunity for supply chain executives will be to introduce digital and 
AI capabilities through partners and investment that can build an agile, resilient supply chains able to flex across 
geographies and demand in real-time and with complete transparency.”

Amazon, FedEx lobby for laws allowing sidewalk robots
Amazon and FedEx have worked with lawmakers in over 12 states to draft legislation governing sidewalk delivery robots, 
and about half of the bills have been signed into law. The companies are trying to advance robot technology for last-mile 
deliveries, but some state officials are concerned about pedestrian safety and other issues.

Pivotal decision looms in case to preserve leased owner-operators’ ability to work in California
• Will owner-operators be able to continue to work in California, particularly those that get their loads from other 

carriers?
• That was the question Tuesday before a high-level federal appellate court, where trucking groups argued that motor 

carriers should remain exempt, at least temporarily, from California’s restrictive A.B. 5 law, which otherwise makes it 
mostly illegal for carriers to contract loads to owner-operators as independent contractors. Likewise, the state of 
California presented its case as to why the law should apply to carriers. The Teamsters Union also presented 
arguments on behalf of the state’s case.

• The three-judge panel on the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals that heard the case Tuesday will issue a ruling as to 
whether carriers and owner-operators will remain exempt from A.B. 5 while the California Trucking Association’s 
underlying lawsuit against the contractor law proceeds in court. When the ruling will be issued, however, is unclear.
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Uber Freight offering dedicated lanes to owner-operators via short-term contracts with shippers
• Uber Freight in early September will launch a feature that allows owner-operators and other small carriers to book 

dedicated lanes, with fixed rates, with shippers through its online portal.
• Raj Subbiah, Uber Freight’s head of product, said carriers can search for lanes and choose the days they want to 

commit to a lane to have a consistent source of revenue each week.

Truckers received more than 10,000 warnings, citations for traffic violations during Operation Safe Driver Week
• More than 10,000 citations, warnings issued to truckers during Operation Safe Driver Week
• Law enforcement officers issued more than 10,000 citations and warnings to commercial truck drivers for various 

unsafe driving behaviors during July’s Operation Safe Driver Week.
• The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance says truckers were issued a total of 10,736 warnings and citations for traffic 

violations during the week-long enforcement spree – 4,659 citations and 6,077 warnings. Officers were also watching 
for violations for passenger vehicles, which resulted in a total of 32,121 warnings and citations for traffic violations. 
Traffic violations include speeding, distracted driving, following too closely, failure to wear a seatbelt and more.

• For truckers, speeding was the most common traffic violation during Operation Safe Driver Week, which resulted in 
2,339 citations and 3,423 warnings. Other common violations were failure to wear a seatbelt, failure to obey a traffic 
control device, using a hand-held phone/texting, and improper lane change.

Why analysts pick Old Dominion as an LTL leader
• Multiple banks increased price targets for ODFL, indicating they expect the carrier's stock price to rise. Old Dominion 

reached a 52-week high during trading on Monday after KeyCorp raised its price target from $200 to $220.
• "We believe ODFL has continued to excel in controlling the variable portions of its cost structure to match the softer 

demand it is currently seeing in the LTL market," a Stephens analyst wrote in a research brief published June 5. In that 
note, Stephens maintained its "overweight" rating for the carrier and raised its price target from $150 to $190. A 
rating of "overweight" indicates the analyst believes that in the future the specific stock should perform better than 
the general industry.



Still So Much To Learn ACC

Supply Chain Update 20

5 Reasons Why Your Supply Chain Design Must Change with the Times
• As the COVID-19 pandemic underscores, the design of supply chains is not static — it changes in response to shifting 

market conditions and unexpected disruptions.
• Over the last two decades or so, these design-altering events appear to have become more frequent and wide-

ranging, yet company responses have not kept pace with these changing demands.
• One of the main reasons for the misalignment is that enterprises are using outdated methods and data sources to 

review and re-engineer supply chain designs. This shortcoming blunts their ability to respond to market changes, a 
potentially disastrous weakness in today’s fast-paced competitive environment. Five ways in which supply chain 
design is evolving beyond the practices of the 1990s.

1. The focus is shifting away from cost minimization and towards value creation
2. The emphasis on long-term, periodic design reviews is giving way to tactical, continuous reviews
3. There is increasing interest in building local/regional redundancy into supply networks and multi-sourcing
4. Large-scale, research-driven operations models are evolving toward models that use artificial 

intelligence/machine learning and data analytics to inform and optimize design choices
5. Interdisciplinary supply chain design processes are gaining ground

A long road ahead
• The above list of five changes to the supply chain design process is not exhaustive, it provides a representative picture 

of the activity’s changing role — and the consequences of not staying ahead of the design curve.
• It has always been true that supply chains should be designed to serve firms’ strategic objectives, be they resilience, 

sustainability, or other goals. However, to achieve this alignment and succeed in today’s unpredictable markets, 
companies need to move their design approaches from a cost to a value focus, from periodic to continuous, and from 
a silo to an interdisciplinary mode of operation. And they need to use the new generation of tools, data sources, and 
analytical methods geared to the challenges of the new norm.

• Companies should also be aware that these changes have by no means run their course; the supply chain design 
discipline is still evolving. 
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Port of Indiana Handling Cargo for $1 Billion Power Plant
• More than 600 pieces of cargo, some as large as 600,000 pounds and 100-feet long, will be shipped through the 

Port of Indiana-Burns Harbor for a $1 billion power plant project at the Indeck Niles Energy Center in Michigan.
• In total, there will be six vessels arriving to the northern Indiana deepwater port with the cargoes from June 

through August, the first of which was the BBC Florida on June 29.
• The largest piece being shipped to the port is the steam recovery system, also known as a Heat Recovery Steam 

Generator. It is 613,000 pounds, 100 feet long, 12 feet high and 15 feet wide.

Port of Baltimore Sets Cargo Moves Record
• The Helen Delich Bentley Port of Baltimore’s Seagirt Marine Terminal topped its record for most container moves 

from a single ship.
• The 5,536 container moves conducted by longshore workers handling the Maersk Edinburgh over three days was 

the largest number of moves for a single ship in the port’s 314-year history, surging past the previous record of 
5,181 moves set last year.

Trans-Atlantic LCL steady despite COVID-19
• Ocean freight consolidators and forwarders have taken comfort in less-than-container-load (LCL) volumes and 

services in the U.S. trans-Atlantic trades, despite the ongoing economic headwinds caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

• In recent months, more American and European shippers have turned to LCL services as a cheaper alternative to air 
freight and a way to counter ocean carrier service disruptions involving full-container-load (FCL) transport.

• The traditional second-half-year surge in trans-Atlantic volumes occurs in August, followed by a decline in 
September and October. Freight volumes then surge again in November before declining again in December.

• Eastbound trans-Atlantic trade remains flat and ocean carriers struggle to secure exports from North America. On 
the westbound trans-Atlantic leg, however, a rise in exports is underway from the European Union and Middle East 
to North America, but capacity is constrained by blank sailings placed on ocean carriers’ headhauls.
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Idle box ship volume falls below 1m TEU for first time this year
• The latest survey by Alphaliner shows that some 90 containerships, equating to over 600,000 TEU of capacity, have 

found employment in the past month as carriers continue to reinstate blanked sailings and add extra loaders on 
routes.

• The data also shows that the idle containership fleet stood at 223 vessels, for 969,000 TEU at August 17, 
representing 4.1 per cent of the global cellular fleet.

Top 10 Steamship Lines

Port of Los Angeles Joins Blockchain Shipping Platform Tradelens
• The Port of Los Angeles, North America’s top port for containerized cargo, has announced an agreement to join the 

blockchain-based digital shipping platform Tradelens.
• Tradelens was launched in 2018 as part of a collaboration involving by IBM and Maersk, the world’s leading shipping 

company. The blockchain-based platform, which is heavily dependent on widespread industry participation, is meant 
to digitize manual and paper-based systems across the supply chain.

⚓️gCaptain
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Maersk to Cut Jobs and Retire Brands in Major Reorganization
• Maersk will cut jobs in a major shake-up that will affect a third of the shipping giant’s staff as it seeks to integrate its 

seaborne container and in-land logistics businesses, it said on Tuesday.
• Maersk, which handles about one in five containers shipped worldwide, has been under pressure from investors to 

speed its transformation from an unwieldy conglomerate but has proved resilient in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• Cost cuts and its reinstatement of more upbeat guidance last month have helped to double its share price since 
March and the shares were trading 0.9% up at 9,652 crowns by 0835 GMT.

• The company sold its oil and gas assets in 2017 to Total as part of its efforts to become a more streamlined company 
focused on its container and in-land logistics business for large customers such as Walmart and Nike.

• Under the shake-up, its Damco freight-forwarding business and Africa-focused carrier Safmarine will be integrated 
into Maersk by the end of the year and their brands will cease to exist, Maersk said in a statement on Tuesday.

• Hamburg Sud, which Maersk bought in 2016, will remain a separate brand but its back office will be rolled into that of 
Maersk, the company said.

As Arctic Ice Melts, Polluting Ships Stream Into Polar Waters
• As melting sea ice opens the Arctic, more ships are plying the loosely                                                       

regulated polar waters, bringing increasing amounts of climate-
warming pollution, a Reuters analysis of new shipping and                                                                    
fuel-consumption data shows.

• Traffic through the icy region’s busiest lane along the Siberian coast                                                       
increased 58% between 2016 and 2019. Last year, ships made                                                                   
2,694 voyages on the Northern Sea Route, according to researchers                                                            
from the Centre for High North Logistics at Norway’s Nord University.

• The trade is driven by commodities producers – mainly in Russia,                                                                
China and Canada.

⚓️gCaptain
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Carriers Scramble to Charter Larger Containerships at ‘Whatever it Takes’ Prices
• Ocean carriers are scrambling to charter larger containerships to take advantage of skyrocketing freight rates caused 

by a spike in demand across major tradelanes.
• Handy 7,500-11,000 teu ships have been virtually ‘sold out’ since July and any tonnage that does become available is 

being snapped up quickly by energetic in-house carrier brokers.
• “The top carriers are adopting a ‘whatever it takes’ attitude to chartering at the moment, and they really don’t seem 

to care what they pay as long as they fix the ship,” one London broker source told The Loadstar.
• “And where they can’t get a VLCS (7,500-11,000 teu), they are even prepared to fix two panamaxes (4,000-5,100 teu) 

to run in tandem,” he said.
• MSC, perhaps the most aggressive charterer in the market at present, has succeeded in fixing the 8,208 teu Navios 

Utmost for a two-year time charter at a daily rate of $22,000.

Pandemic disruption spurs C.H. Robinson’s TMS integrations
• Shippers need quicker access to carrier, rate information as lanes, customers, and pricing shift under COVID-19, C.H. 

Robinson says.
• Two dynamics in 2020 are converging to underscore the idea that forwarders are not going anywhere: One, the 

COVID-19 pandemic has made shippers realize they need help securing capacity and need access to specialized 
services that forwarders are best placed to offer; and two, the range of technology available to forwarders to manage 
back-end operations has grown significantly in the past year. Forwarders are hungrily adopting easy-to-implement, 
browser-based solutions, and in doing so, taking a tech burden off the shoulders of their customers. This comes down 
to the extent to which shippers actually want access to self-service tools. Feedback from mid-sized forwarders 
suggests only around 10% of shippers actually want a totally self-service environment. But forwarders need to invest 
today to be capable in the years ahead when that percentage grows.

US retailers, parcel carriers prepare for ‘very different’ peak season
US small parcel carriers are implementing peak season surcharges as retailers prepare for an atypical holiday season.
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Small Louisiana port looks to containers for growth
Plaquemines Port Harbor & Terminal District’s grand ambition for a container terminal comes as other Gulf Coast ports 
are vying to host larger vessels and offer easier access to the US Midwest.

European Shipping Outlook: The Asia-Europe Trade
Carriers and forwarders operating in the Asia-Europe trade are reporting rising volume, with space at a premium amid 
the blank sailings that will keep capacity tight through the 3rd quarter. Many shippers struggle to provide accurate cargo 
forecasts to carriers because there is so little clarity on demand from Europe’s recession-hit consumers, especially as 
COVID-19 infections continue to break out sporadically across the continent. This leaves carriers with little visibility on 
the actual Europe inbound volume against which to plan capacity, increasing the risks of overbookings and the 
subsequent bumping of cargo to later sailings. With so little certainty on the Asia-Europe trade, this webcast will feature 
industry experts to explain what to expect for the rest of the year in a trade where capacity and demand remain finely 
balanced.

Kiel Canal lock closed after ship allision
• The Kiel Canal Authority has closed one big lock at Kiel after a cargo ship                                                  

allided with the lock gate.
• On 29 August 2020, the Panama-flagged single-decker Else crashed into                                                                            

the northern lock of the Kiel Canal while approaching the pier of the                                                        
Lindenau Yard, according to data provided by VesselsValue. The lock gate                                                     
was closed at the time of the incident, several German news agencies                                                         
reported.

• The 88-metre-long ship, which was en route to Les Sables in France,                                                                   
allided with the metal structure and was stuck there for about six hours.                                                    
Eventually, it was towed away by tugs.

• The allision caused severe damage to the lock gate, GAC said.
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America’s leading ports from coast to coast
• There are multiple factors that contribute to the success of a port. First is location. A port should be in a region 

with natural resources, access to transportation and enough space for future growth. Second, it should have access 
to funding through government or private investment. Without this, infrastructure that facilitates the transport of 
goods can’t be built—tanks, cranes, quays and jetties, for example.

• Third, a port should be able to accommodate ships. Does the port provide easy access during low and high tides? 
How well are the facilities maintained, particularly during flooding, droughts, or in extreme weather? Great ports 
also have the resources needed to function, including piers, stacking yards, and warehouses. And last, access to 
land that will help with expansion. It will provide easy access to transport—river, rail, road.

• A great port is the rare amalgam of art and science—like these leading American ports from coast to coast.
1. Port of New York and New Jersey - with 72% of the first port of calls on the East Coast, the Port of New York 

and New Jersey is the busiest in the region.
2. Ports of Tacoma and Seattle - operated by the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA)—is the fourth-largest 

container gateway.
3. Port of Los Angeles - isn’t quite located in the city of Los Angeles but is 25 miles south in the San Pedro Bay. 

Nonetheless, the Port of LA is the No. 1 container port in the U.S. in terms of cargo volume going in and out 
of the port. It includes 7,500 acres of land and 43 miles of waterfront.

4. Port of Long Beach - is the No. 2 busiest container seaport in the U.S., which is fitting because it operates in 
concert with its numero uno neighbor the Port of Los Angeles

5. Port of Houston - contributes 20% of Texas GDP - $339b. With 69% of all U.S. Gulf Coast container traffic, it is 
the largest container port  in the Gulf.

6. South Carolina Ports - deep channels accommodate vessels up to 48 feet, and ships are two hours sailing 
distance from open ocean to South Carolina Ports.

7. Port of Oakland – Oakland’s waters are 50 feet deep to accommodate container vessels of up to 18,000 
TEUs. This up-and-coming port has transportation partners that include Union Pacific and BNSF Railway.
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Tobacco Cos. Line Up to File PMTAs as New Deadline Nears
• The clock is ticking for tobacco companies to file premarket tobacco product applications (PMTAs) with the FDA for 

electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) and other newly deemed tobacco products. 
• Under the 2009 Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act, the FDA must approve PMTAs for newly 

deemed tobacco products — including electronic cigarettes and vapor products — to remain on the market.
• In summer 2019, District Judge Paul Grimm of the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland set a May 12, 2020 

deadline for companies to submit their applications to the agency. However, this April, Grimm agreed to extend the 
deadline to Sept. 9, 2020 as tobacco companies and the FDA weather the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Coronavirus Challenges Result in Red-Ink First Half for C-store Industry 
• Convenience store retail sales plunged into the red as COVID-19 caused economic shutdowns across the country, 

adversely affecting store traffic and fuel volume. There was an initial sales boom driven by panic-buying of basic 
essentials, however, soon after that, nationwide shelter-in-place restrictions destroyed demand for fuel and 
depressed customer traffic inside the store. Foodservice, including prepared food, fresh baked goods, and hot and 
cold dispensed beverages, were particularly hard-hit.

• The 2020 Convenience Store News Midyear Report Card shows that most in-store product categories were 
negatively impacted by the pandemic during the first six months of this year.

• Of the major categories tracked by Nielsen, beer exhibited the greatest percentage dollar growth in the first half of 
2020. Edible grocery and non-edible grocery also saw uncommon sales gains as sheltering consumers bought 
essential grocery items and cleaning supplies at c-stores. Cigarettes, cigars and smokeless tobacco also performed 
well in the first half.

• Most other categories, however – especially those reliant on impulse purchasing – were negatively impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic, including gum and mints, packaged beverages, and salty snacks. Seasonal candy was also 
hurt as the Easter selling season fell right in the midst of the worst part of the health crisis.
Report attached
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Tobacco Basket Value at C-stores Is Up 28% From Last Year
• Despite the uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, if there's one thing convenience store retailers can 

rely on it's the tobacco category.
• According to the latest Koupon Insights report from Koupon Media, tobacco and its subcategories are demonstrating 

strong growth from 2019, with dollars per basket growing by an average of 28% and units per basket growing by an 
average of 12%.

• The variance indicates that: on average, consumers are purchasing more expensive tobacco products and tobacco is 
price inelastic, according to Koupon Media.

Smokable hemp market worth up to $80 million for 2020, with five-fold growth predicted
• Market analysts at Nielsen project sales of up to $80 million in the current smokable-hemp market, including 

categories such as loose CBD flower, hemp-CBD pre-rolls, cigars and other inhalables.
• Hemp operators say smokable hemp is one of the fastest-growing and most lucrative segments – and market 

analysts agree, with expectations that the market will experience five-fold growth in the next five years.
• For 2020, market researchers at Nielsen project sales in the current smokable-hemp market to reach $70 million to 

$80 million. That includes categories such as loose CBD flower, hemp-CBD pre-rolls, cigars and other inhalables.
• Comparatively, total sales of all hemp-derived CBD consumer products in the U.S. were around $1.2 billion for 2019.

California bill to allow hemp CBD-infused products fails
• A California proposal to allow hemp extracts in food and beverages has again failed amid broad disagreement on 

how to allow cannabinoids outside licensed marijuana retailers.
• several hemp producers in California worked against the measure and cheered its failure, saying the requirements 

were too onerous for products made from a legal crop.
• The U.S. Hemp Roundtable, a national advocacy group, said in a statement it was “profoundly disappointed” the bill 

failed. The bill would have also given the state’s health department the authority to license and register food 
manufacturing facilities for hemp-infused products.
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CMS Extends Deadline To Update Self-Referral Law 
Because of delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and the 
Department of Health and Human Services are still "working through the complexity of the issues raised by comments 
received on the proposed rule," they said Wednesday. Federal regulators pushed back an update to the self-referral law 
to August 2021, HHS and CMS announced. 

D.C. Weighs Reshuffling Coverage For Medicaid Patients 
The plan, designed to help Washington, D.C., save money, would place about 100,000 patients this fall onto new health-
care plans, some of which do not cover the patients’ current doctors. Meanwhile, state officials in Georgia say they may 
need $400 million next year because of expected increases in Medicaid expenses.

Fla. Regulator Clears Way For Medical Marijuana Edibles
The Florida Department of Health published new emergency rules on Wednesday evening that clear the way for the 
state’s medical marijuana industry to sell edible cannabis products. According to local television station WESH, the new 
rules allow licensed marijuana dispensaries in the state to “produce and sell THC-infused edible products like brownies 
and candy.” The edibles must be “lozenges, baked goods, gelatins, chocolates or drink powders,” the outlet reported.

26 hospitals bringing back furloughed employees
Many U.S. hospitals and health systems have furloughed staff to help offset revenue losses from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Now, some are starting to bring furloughed workers back as they resume nonemergency procedures and 
medical appointments. 26 Hospitals have now brought back furloughed employees during June, July and August.

42% of nurses have run out of PPE & 4 other survey findings
A recent survey found (i) 42% of respondents are experiencing PPE shortages, (ii) 68% are required to reuse N95 masks, 
up 6% from May, (iii) 58% report they are reusing single-use N95 masks for at least five days, compared to 43% in May, 
(iv)62% said they feel unsafe reusing N95 masks and (v) 55% said they feel unsafe using decontaminated masks. 
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Telehealth “Connecting patients and physicians” beyond the COVID-19 pandemic
• The COVID-19 pandemic has driven digital transformation across healthcare at an unprecedented speed.
• Telemedicine has emerged as an essential tool for maintaining patient/doctor communication during the crisis, 

enabling clinicians and hospitals to build new models for care provision for the post-coronavirus future.
• The coronavirus pandemic is a challenging situation for healthcare systems. In some regions of the world the crisis is 

easing down, while in other areas it is still stretching healthcare to the limits. Many providers are simply trying to 
stay on top of it from one spike to the next. 

• The need for communication methods to provide services such as monitoring and consultations – without the 
patient having to be physically present or spend hours in a waiting room  – became clear virtually overnight. And this 
rapid evolution was quickly accepted by many providers and patients as the ‘new norm’.

Workers picket at 11 Tenet hospitals in California
• Workers have held informational picketing events this week outside 11 Tenet Healthcare hospitals in California to 

demand increased workplace protections amid the pandemic, according to the union representing them.  
• SEIU-United Healthcare Workers West, which represents service, maintenance and certain technical and professional 

employees at Tenet hospitals, said the workers seek more personal protective equipment, more staffing and other 
improvements to health and safety conditions in their facilities.

Hospitals face closure as $100B in Medicare loans come due
• Hospitals and other healthcare providers are required to start repaying the Medicare loans this month. Most 

hospitals will have one year from the date the first loan payment was made to repay the loans, according to Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

• Before the pandemic, more than 600 rural hospitals across the U.S. were vulnerable to closure, according to Vantage 
Health Analytics.  If the financial pressures tied to the pandemic force any of those hospitals to shut down, they'll 
join the list of 131 rural hospitals that have closed over the past decade, according to the Cecil G. Sheps Center for 
Health Services Research. 



Still So Much To Learn ACC

31Healthcare Update

Amazon's 1st wearable health tracker can share data directly with Cerner EHRs: 6 details
• Amazon launched its new health tracking device Halo, the retail giant's first move into the wearables market. 
• Halo is integrated into EHR vendor Cerner's solutions, allowing device users to opt in to share their health data 

directly into their EHR and with care teams that use Cerner. San Diego-based Sharp Healthcare is the first Cerner 
client to participate in the collaboration, according to the news release. Cerner partnered with Amazon in July 
2019, designating Amazon Web Services as its preferred cloud provider. Six details: 

1. Amazon Halo Band uses advanced sensors to collect user health data 
2. Halo Band's Tone feature aims to help users understand how their voice may sound to others
3. The device does not have a screen, and instead works in conjunction with the Amazon Halo app
4. Voice samples collected by the device are analyzed locally on the user's phone and automatically deleted 

after processing
5. Because Halo is integrated with Cerner, users can share data such as their body fat percentage, activity and 

sleep measurements with Cerner's consumer well-being programs. 
6. The Halo app also offers a Labs feature, which are health challenges, experiments and workouts designed to 

help users build healthier habits such as improving sleep quality or finding more effective workouts.

HHS terminates ventilator contracts, says national stockpile is now full
• HHS is terminating contracts with ventilator makers as it says the national stockpile is now full, The Hill reported. 
• The agency awarded $3 billion in emergency contracts for ventilators in the spring as the COVID-19 pandemic 

brought about shortages of the machines in hospitals across the country. 
• "By terminating the remainder of deliveries from these contracts, HHS is balancing federal stockpile requirements 

with commercial market demand for ventilators," an HHS spokesperson told The Hill. 
• HHS said Aug. 31 that it has terminated a contract with Philips for 42,900 ventilators, as well as contracts with two 

other ventilator makers, saying the U.S. now "has enough ventilators to meet maximum national capacity in a 
crisis," according to The Washington Post. The contract with Philips had been criticized by a House oversight 
committee, which said the agency overpaid for the ventilators by $500 million. 
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Celera 500L 'bullet' plane is finally revealed
• A mysterious bullet-shaped plane was spotted at                                                                                 

the Southern California Logistics Airport.
• A six-person private craft that promises to fly at                                                                              

jet speeds, but with eight times lower fuel                                                                                  
consumption, and a range that's twice that of a                                                                              
comparably sized craft.

• The reason its aircraft can do all this, says Otto Aviation, is down to laminar flow, which is the minimum drag solution 
for aircraft surfaces and features smooth layers of airflow with little to no mixing of adjacent layers.

Schneider, Navistar and Volvo Trucks announce electric vehicle initiatives
• Schneider said it will begin testing a Freightliner eCascadia through Daimler Trucks North America’s (DTNA) 

Freightliner Customer Experience (CX) Fleet. The CX Fleet is designed                                                        
to assist in testing electric vehicles in real-world applications.

• Navistar and Volvo Trucks North America also chipped in with news                                                            
that they will expand charging infrastructure and opportunities for                                                          
ongoing projects.

• Navistar announced an agreement with In-Charge Energy to provide                                                                
charging infrastructure and consulting services to the company and                                                           
its electric vehicle customers. The master services agreement is with                                                        
Navistar’s NEXT eMobility Solutions business unit.

• REMA EV Connections has secured Underwriters Laboratories (UL)                                                               
certification for its Combined Charging System CCS2 connector. REMA is the key supplier for charging options for the 
Volvo Trucks North America LIGHTS (Low Impact Green Heavy Transport Solutions) project in California.

• LIGHTS is testing five battery-powered Class 7-8 trucks with Dependable Supply Chain Services and NFI Industries. 
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Wind Turbine Behemoth Plans for Hydrogen Future
• Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy SA has one eye on the future where                                                           

its wind turbines could play a key role in creating hydrogen.
• The company, which earlier this year launched the world’s biggest wind                                                                                                               

turbine, plans to start a pilot project in Denmark to test how its machines                                                  
could power production of the fuel seen as key to eliminating carbon                                                         
emissions from transportation and heavy industries. The European Union                                                       
has big plans for the clean-burning gas and the bloc placed it at the center                                                    
of its Green Deal earlier this year.

• The pilot project is under construction near Siemens Gamesa’s Danish                                                                                                      
headquarters in Brande, western Denmark and will include a 3-megawatt wind turbine that will power a 400-
kilowatt electrolyzer, a machine that separates the hydrogen atoms in water from oxygen atoms.

All-electric Autonomous RoRo Ships Under Development
• Kongsberg Maritime and Massterly have signed contracts with the                                                              

Norwegian grocery distributor ASKO to equip two new all-electric vessels                                                        
with autonomous technology, and to manage their operations at sea.

• ASKO, which currently transports its cargo by more than 800 trucks daily, is                                                                                   
investing heavily in environmentally friendly technologies such as electric                                                  
and hydrogen-powered vehicles. At present, road transport is the single                                                         
mode of transportation to link its warehouses on the western side of the                                                     
Oslo fjord with their distribution center on the eastern side. The new zero-emissions roll-on, roll-off (RoRo) vessels 
will replace 2 million kilometers of truck transport, saving 5,000 tonnes of CO2 every year.

• The vessels will be equipped for zero emission and unmanned operation by Kongsberg Maritime, while Massterly 
will ensure ship management and safe operations from their shore-based Remote Operations Center. The two 
vessels will initially operate with a reduced crew, before moving toward unmanned voyages.
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Rank Social Network MAUs In Millions Country of Origin

#1 Facebook 2,603 U.S.

#2 WhatsApp 2,000 U.S.

#3 YouTube 2,000 U.S.

#4 Messenger 1,300 U.S.

#5 WeChat 1,203 China

#6 Instagram 1,082 U.S.

#7 TikTok 800 China

#8 QQ 694 China

#9 Weibo 550 China

#10 Qzone 517 China

#11 Reddit 430 U.S.
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